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[57] ABSTRACT 
A computer network management software agent 
which includes the ability for users to add new user 
de?ned management objects. A user editable text ?le 
de?nes object identi?cations, object types, and the path 
and name of associated executable software. A user’ can 
then invoke user de?ned executable software at a man 
aged node by sending a network command and a user 
de?ned associated object identi?er to the agent in the 
managed node. Data can be sent between a user and 
user de?ned executable software. A timeout feature 
generates an error if commands are not completed 
within a user de?ned time. 
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