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With all the recent hoopla over performance.it's Ironic that two of the PC's er onomlc
deficiencies have been overlook! — its slow
cursor. and the tendency ofihe cursor to
remain in motion (run-on) alter a cursor key
has been released. Finally. the solution—
Croise Control?" from Revolution Saltware.

Cruise Conlrol is a new productivity tool for
serious PC users. It boosts cursor speed.
typieally by 3-5x. It eliminates annoyingcursor run-on. And it adds hoods-free
cursor navigation to any application.

If you use 1.2-3.5ymphony. dBASE, Reflex.
or Paradox. you need Cruise Control's Anti-

botus our! group said about Cruise Control:
“fine: I used It. I' worried it! Excellent idea.
Very pmrri'ml. One affine best programever rent to urfiar review! "
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I lfyoo use Word Perfect. MS-Wurtl.Q&A.

I Pfiiiii‘fiifig‘iiiif.”h333%.“?
I need Cruise Control'5_Screen Runner. thehigh-performance. adjustable-speed cursor.

I Cruise Controi's namesake I'enture takes thedrudgery out olpaging through dot: base
I records. long documents, and large

spreadsheets. It lets you repeat any ltey.
I hands-iree— at the speed ofyour choice.
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And there's more. A Chronorueter "types"
the time or date into your application at the
current cursor posiiion. The keyboard-
epntrulled Screen Dimmer rotects your
privacy. The r rammab eAulo-Dlmrner
extends the H e 0 your display screen.
Corn atlltle with thousand: DI today's

opo or program. including LllghtnlnuperKey, and Readyt. Uses on y 3K AM.
For DDS 2.0 Dr later. Not copy-protected.
No risk. 60-day money-back guarantee.

Cruise. ..
Control
From now until 1281186:

Only $29.95.
Call now to order by credit
card (VISAIMCIAII):

201-366-4445
Or. mail $29.95 plus $3.50
shipping and handling to:

Revolution

Software Home.
'l'l5Roule10East - Rand pinNJ 07869Dr: . III]
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Skid Braking. Here‘s who! the leader of one I
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COVER STOR"tr

The Best of 1986 [And Some

of the Worst)

An entire year‘s worth of PC
products and developments

gets summed up in this sharp-
eyed. personal glance
backward by the editors and
writers ofPC Magazine ... l l5

Abort, Retry, Ignore
BiltHowom’l An industry that
slavishly reproduces bugs in the

name ofcompatibility richly
deserves its own set of error

messages. PC Magazine

provides some fitting rejoinders
to the year's flubs and
foibles ....................... 152lBM's $3.995 PC-XT

Model 286. page [55

  

  

 
  

 PC With3-.
Iii-I Wald-immuni-
W “mills-MI!".wavmsmmeIi-w llimmlmiilm munch-u n

."il'flWqu-ut‘“we'd"
. a .

|_.l.ll|nllp- rung-mum-u lumen-In truism-In.”m hi t
scammed...unhin- human Ila

“macaw-mama

token-ring protocol.
page 227

 

 

 COMPUTERS
The AT Clone from IBM

Wt'th. Roach! The IBM PC-

XT Model 286 is a .
hardworking but costly

addition to Big Blue‘s product
line. Is there a market segment
that will find the 286‘s assets

equal to its price tag? ...... I55

CONNECTIVITY

Making Connections: The
IBM Token-Ring Network

Frank J. Derfler. Jr. J The IBM

Token-Ring Network should be
able to lay claim to being the

new industry standard. A

critical shortcoming stands in
its way ...................... 227

HARDWARE

Stretching the Standard:
Seven New EGA Boards
Charles Petzoidt The more-

adventurous manufacturers in

the EGA market—Video—"l,

Quadram, Tseng Laboratories.
Paradise Systems, and
lDEAssociates—are Forging
ahead with boards that both

mimic and improve on the IBM
original, with higher?
resolution video modes and

some unique software
features ..... . ................ [65

Drawing a Bead on Bernoulli
Winn L. Rosct’t/ Fast data

access speeds. more hard disk

storage space. greater data
security. and improved

performance are the hallmarks
of today‘s cartridgesbased hard
disk systems. Amcodyne‘s

PhD. Sysgen’s DuraPak, and
lDEAssociates’ Diskit 2 Plus

are challenging the Bernoulli
Box as the premier solution to

combined storage and backup
needs ........................ 2 l 7

  

' FEATU R ES

SOFTWARE

Multidimensional =

Spreadsheets: Giving be
to Your Data

Marvin Bryant The

sophisticated nature of toda)
business environment derri.‘

more than a traditional two?
dimensional spreadsheet c...-
provide ......................' '

-...._...‘........

...ui-su

Electronic Thesauri: Four

Ways to Find the Perfecti-
Word "-:

Robin Ruskin! If your copy
Roget's Thesaurus is gettiii

more dog-cared (tattered, l
worn) by the day, then it 111'
be time far you to check cu
(look into, investigate) its.

various (many. sundry) 2
electronic incamations. .. i
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;:'..'\ i.1‘..'.\‘.r'-".J--Jt‘.

GRAPHICS 'l
CAD at Any Price -J. J
Giemt Hart! Does the dram i

price spread ($80 to $8, I 'll *
among the four packages . ,l
review—AmoSketclr.

EaryCAD. cacti/me, an‘l'"

MirroC‘adam—pamllel

comparable spread in '3
performance? . . . . . . . .....-

2

SERVICES 'j c

MSR: A New Approach
Software Support 3 l ]
Barbour Krasttofi‘iwm't ' l -
Support Resource’s ' i- E

AnswerLine, help with _.--
standard applications sofl.

is a phone call away ......i
i
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PRODUCI'! ‘v‘ ['1' Y 
Hands-On Reviews: Tandy,’s
tODUEX and 3000141.; Seny's

3Pietro-1302 Muitiscan
Trimitrorn monitor;

WordTech's Quicksilver;

iiitits/tuitisoft's PC SIJPEI‘KWIR;
"inMathSon's MothCAD; the

0' .Tops PCato-Mac network;
3“"Lifetree‘s Words cit Figures;

-' 3Broderbund‘s For-Caimnent;
MR Relational Report Writer

“1' for dBASE; in Quick Looks,

ii Hotshot and ColorMngic . . .33
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TEPHEN MANES

MiI'Vhatever Happened to
'rgflnomics? ................ 91

t‘twlTEWART ALSOP
,_,.lhePower Desi-t .......... 107

PC LAB NOTES

A Quick Look at
QuickBASIC

Ethan Witter/Explore the speed
and power of Version 2.0 . 235

PROGRAMMING!
UTILITIES

Files Fly with DIREX
Steve HolzuerlRemove the

drudgery of file directory

management; add protection to
selected files ................ 295

SPREADSl-[EET CLINIC

Jared Taylor/Add a notepad to
reference cells. write BASIC

programs with 1‘2—3, and make
decorative borders ......... 309

TURBO POWER USER

Neil J. RubenkinglConvert

variables into strings and
modify Turbo to been at
compilation errors ......... 313

USER-TO-USER

Poui SomersoniA utility to
check available RAM and a

program that write protects
your hard disk .............. 3 19

rt: TUTOR
Charlies PelaoldlSet colors in

1 2—3.. Release 2, and program

 

in BASIC with PC

compatibles................. 325

DIRECT MARKETING

CONNECTION .......... 330
READER SERVICE
CARD ...................... 33?

MARKETPLACE ....... 34S

PRODUCT INDEX ...... 3615
INDEX TO

ADVERTISERS .......... 368

COMING UP ............. 369
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WHAT’S INSIDE
In many industries, 5 years is
hardly long enough to lockto
even the barest of standards.

Everyone from users to vendors

at to the press argues over subjects
'1 ranging from keyboard layout

to user interfaces to graphics
protocols. But as we take an-

. ‘ other year—end look at the mi-

Pc ”'35 Bencmmk Tci‘s‘l'o Crocomputer business, it’s evi-
dent that traditions, if not standards, abdund.

in this third annual best-of—the-year issue, the editors and writ-

ers of PC Magazine get personal about the products and industry
trends of 1986. We spend most of the year objectively evaluating
products. This:5 cm traditional chance to add a healthy dose of
subjectivity to the magazine Turn to page 1 15 for a no-holds-
baired look at the best and worst of 1986.

Another tradition at PC Magazine is ensuring that our bench-
mark tests are absolutely current with the rapid pace ofteehnology.
For years, users everywhere have relied on the tests to provide
quantitative, comparative, and repeatable measurements. In this
issue, we are introducing Release 4.0 ofour benchmark test series,
whicli contains some familiar beachmark tests and new File Ac—

cess, BIOS Disk Seek, and DOS Disk Access tests.

The new BIOS Disk Seek test supersedes the popular Disk Ac-
cess benchmark test from Core International. Both tests report hard
disk random seek time, the most common hard disk performance
measurement. But our new DOS Disk Access test avoids size limi-

tations and uses DOS calls to access disk sectors directly. It differs
from the BIOS Disk Seek test in that it will work with any DOS
disk. This lets us campare a wider variety of devices, from RAM-
disks to write-once, read—mostly (WORM) laser disks.

lt‘ s difficult to switch tests because users want to compare new
results with the old. With this'to mind we' re now retesting existing
industry--standard products, particularly the iBM PC, XT. and AT,
to provide a consistent set of bees-level comparisons.

We uSed the new benchmark tests to evaluate IBM's new PC-
XT Model 286 and removable hard disks for two articles in this is-

sue: ”The AT Clone from lBM“ on page 155 and ”Drawing a
Bead on Bernoulli“ on page 217.

And in the PC Magazine tradition of giving readers the fastest
hands—on evaluations of hot new products._ we review Sony‘s
CPD-1302 Multiscan monitor and Tandy's $799 lDOOEX computer. .

We encourage all readers to obtain a copy of the PC Labs
Benchmark Test Series, Release 4.0. You can download the tests

from the PC Magazine interactive Reader Service by calling (212)
6961-0360000 or 1,200 bps. no parity. 8 data bits. 1 stop bit) or
contact PC Labs at One Park Avenue, New York, NY 10016. [Iii
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