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[57] ABSTRACT 

A battery capacity monitoring system readily indicates the 
remaining capacity of an uninserted battery pack upon an 
operator’s request. Such request may involve the touching of 
one or more contacts disposed on the battery pack. The 
battery pack also includes a display and a communication 
means for communicating capacity information to the device 
in Which it may be installed. The communication means may 
also be used to display status When the battery pack is not 
inserted. When inserted a device, the battery pack and device 
participate to determine time estimates for remaining battery 
life based on knoWn device loading characteristics and 
current battery capacity. An operator vieWing such informa 
tion may more adequately determine the usage value of the 
current battery charge. Moreover, the battery pack and 
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