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DETAILED ACTION

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set

forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after allowance or after an Office

action under Ex Pan‘e Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213 (Comm'r Pat. 1935). Since

this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee

set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, prosecution in this application has

been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 9/11/07 has

been entered.

Allowable Subject Matter

Claims 1-55 allowed.

The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art

does not disclose or suggest “inter alia”, the module comprising the microchip and the

switch nor the method including the steps of opening a user interface switch which is

not a serial link in a circuit from the power source to the load to power the load.

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later

than the payment of the issue fee and. to avoid processing delays, should preferably

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on

Statement of Reasons for Allowance.”
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Robert L.

DeBeradinis whose number is (571) 272-2049. The Examiner can normally be reached

Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner’s

supervisor, Michael Sherry, can be reached on (571) 272-2058. The Fax phone number

for this Group is (571)272-8300.

RLD

SEPTEMBER 27, 2007
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REMARKS

By this Ftmendment, numerous changes are being made to the aiioweci ciaims.

The ciaims have been reorganized to prmride better gamtectien and have been revised

to remove possibie ambiguities. An effort has been made to reduce simiiarities with

parenti patents recentiy aiiewed. Regarding independent ciaims 1 and 52, these have

actueiiy been riarrcrswed siighiiy. As a result, Appiicani respecttuiiy submits that in spite

at the extensive changes to the ciairris, the eppiicatiori stiii remains iri ceriditiuri tar

aiiewencei A summary of the mere netabie of the ciaim changes and where support

may be found in the ape-cificatiori feitowst

Essehtieiiy ciaim 1 has been narrowed by iriciuding: iimitatiene previousty recited

in dependent diaims. The changes inciude;

- Narrowing and adding ciarity by including text “that is not the iead” making sure

that the indicator is not miscenstrued as the lead. {see paragraph 62 of the

specification);

« Defining the inciicerter as iumineus and visible, { See paragraph 62 —- “this

inciicetor may be a LED“);

- Narrowing by moving “the toad is not activated” from ciaim 6 into ciaim ‘I;

~ Claim 3 {a} narrowed by adding the touch sensor iimiatatioin. (See aiiewed ciaim 4).

in ciaim 4‘. the iimitaiiori of direct current type power source has been removed.

in ctaim Y, muiiipie switches have been added. Suppert for this ieriguage may he

found in FiGe. Q and 105 as weil as in paragraphs 68 and B9 of the specification.

Ciaim 8 has been amended to specify that the switch is activated for 3 short

perieci of time. See paragraphs 62, 83 ‘Tnicrechip ‘H13 can activate the LED 1104 for a

short time.

Cieirris 9, 33 and 39 are amended to specify that the recited cornparients are

eniciosed in or attached to the pane! musing (see FIG. i2);

Ciaime ‘£0, 3?, 38, 45 and 47 have been amended to specify that the switch is

integrai with the product housing. For support, see eg. paragraph 53 ~« “ wears he

formed structuraiiy iritegrai with the product, for exempie, with the casing at a tleshiight
‘.1
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Ciaims 11-13 have been amended to specify that the fusnetion seiected by the

microchip upon receiving a signal from the switch is at ieast dependent on the period at

time that passed since a previous switch operation signai was received. The text in

paragraphs 83 and 84 provides summon for this iimitation.

Claim 1?’ has been amended to recite use of an address tieid. See paragraph 82

of the specification for support.

Ciaim 28 has been amended to recite that the toad is a device for generating

seund signeis {e.g. such as the radio disclosed in paragraph 85).

Claims 23 and 36 have been amended to recite that the power ievei is gradueiiy

adiusted. See paragraph 83 fer the gradual dimming feature.

Ciaims 32 and 45 have been amended to specify that the switch eperation is

diependerzt on a ratio of resistances in the switch structure. For support, see Fit}. 9

wherein the resistances are shown and the discussion in paragraph; 68 where the

voitages derived from the resistances are discussed to indicate different commands.

iiisdependent ciaim 52 has been amended to specify that the interface switch is a

touch sensor switch and tr: cierify same at the ienguege in the ciaim. Finaiiy, cieims 53-e

55 are dependent on method ciaim 52 and provide more comprehensive method type

coverage at the invention as defined in the various apparatus eieiarns.

in View of the foregoing, Applicant respecifuiiy submsits that the eppiication

remains in csndition for aiiewence. Accorciingiy, teveretiie recenisideretion is

respectfuiiy requested.

Respectfuiiy euiamitted,

By: iwebi

Wiiiiam A. Biake

Reg No. 30,548

JONES, TLJLLAR Si CQOPER, P.C.

RC3‘ Box 2286, Esds Station

Arlingtton, VA. 22202

003} 4154500

Dated: September ii, 200?
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