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[57] ABSTRACT

A new and improved method of dispensing, tracking and
managing pharmaceutical product samples by communica-
tively linking prescribers and pharmacies to a central com-
puting station. The method entails utilizing product trial
media that is exchanged for actual pharmaceutical product.
The media is encoded with information that identifies a
particular pharmaceutical trial product, such as by magnetic
encoding similar to that used with credit cards. The media is
distributed to participating medical doctors or prescribers
who then activate the media via the central computing
station. The prescriber then transfers the activated media to
patients who then present the media to participating phar-
macies. Before filling the pharmaceutical trial product iden-
tified by the media, the pharmacy validates the media via a
link with the central computing station. Then, the pharmacy
dispenses the prescribed pharmaceutical trial product. The
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