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CHAIR WITH COUPLING COMPANION away from the first portion, a claw that extends generally
STOOL: BASE downward from the second portion, a latch that extends gen-

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 11/877,478 filed Oct. 23, 2007, which claims
priority of U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No.
60/853,669, filed Oct. 23, 2006.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

Not applicable.
REFERENCE TO MICROFISHE APPENDIX
Not applicable.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The invention relates to seating units and more specifically, :

to multi-functional or reconfigurable chairs and the like.
Known multi-functional or multi-tasking seating tends
toward two general groups, namely, relatively complicated
arrangements and relatively less complicated arrangements.

The more complicated designs typically attempt to address
many common functional needs; all things to all users. There-
fore, they tend to sacrifice a characteristic of being “user
friendly” and require notable user involvement. The user may
be required to accommodate a variety of components, which
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erally downward from the first portion, and at least two frame
legs that extend generally downward from the frame lower
portion. The frame legs are adapted to support the frame upon
a generally horizontal supporting surface. In other aspects of
the invention, the latch is connected with the frame first
portion and moves between closed and opened positions.

The base has a saddle and extends generally upward from
the supporting surface to the saddle. The saddle may be con-
figured with opposite back and front edges. The saddle front
edge may be configured to cooperate with the frame lower
portion claw, so that the front edge may be releasably cap-
tured in the claw, while the saddle back edge may be config-
ured to cooperate with the frame lower portion latch whereby
the back edge may be releasably captured by the latch. When
the frame is decoupled from the base, the frame forming the
chair portion is adapted for use as casual floor rocker seating,
and the base is adapted to provide a companion stool upon
which a user may sit or, alternatively, a side table which may
be positioned adjacent to the chair portion.

The saddle can further include a top surface that faces away
from the supporting surface, as it defines at least one of a work
surface, a writing surface and a sitling surface. The frame can
also include a receptacle defined between the claw and the
latch. The saddle of the base includes a perimeter edge incor-
porating the back and front edges, and circumscribing the top
surface. The edge defines the top surface with a rotationally

* asymmetric geometry. The frame lower portion receptacle

and the saddle perimeter edge correspond with one another so
that the base couples with the frame only in one specific
rotational orientation.

The chair can further include a bias member, which biases
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ing between functional configurations. site leﬁ and right sides, with a first one of the two frame legs
Alternatively, the less complicated designs tend to be tar- extending generally arcuately downward from the frame
geted to fairly narrowly defined functions. Thus, they are lower pOI‘t‘IOD left s.xde and second portion, and to the frame
novelty or specialty seating units that are undesirable to any 40 lower portion left side and first portion. A second one of the
user who does not have a need for the particular functionto ~ two frame legs extends generally arcuately downward from
which the seating was designed. the frame lower portion right side and second portion, and to
Thus, a need for easily used and versatile seating that fills the frame lower portion right side and first portion. The frame
a reasonable combination of common lifestyle uses may be  legs define rockers. Further, the rockers can define protective
readily understood. 45 rails about the latch. In addition, the latch can be located
between the two frame legs, so that the legs define protective

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION rails about the latch.

With the frame having opposite left and right sides, the
Accordingly, a chair with a coupling companion stool base claw can include a claw noftch, a first tooth extending toward
of the invention is directed to the contemporary lifestyle 50 the left side from the notch, and a second tooth extending
needs of active users, including a range of functions from task toward the right side from the notch. The saddle front edge
seating at a work surface to casual relaxation. While suitable can include a pair of cooperating claw notches. With the
in any environment, a multi-tasking seating unit of the inven- asymmetric configuration, the first tooth and the second tooth
tion is particularly appreciated in smaller room settings, can be engaged with the saddle only through an engagement
where space may be at a premium, where dedicated use 55 of the first tooth with a first one of the cooperating claw
furnishing may be considered undesirable, or where flexibil- notches, and the second tooth with a second one of the coop-
ity is appreciated. erating claw notches. Further, the claw notch can be centered
The chair portion has a frame that may be supported above along the claw. With the frame decoupled from the base, the
a generally horizontal surface by the base, which base releas- saddle top surface can be adapted to be oriented in front of the
ably couples with the frame. More specifically, the frame has 60 frame, witha first base leg ofthe plurality of base legs initially

a lower portion that may support a sitting portion, which
sitting portion is adapted to support a user who is seated upon
the chair, and has an upper portion that may support a back
rest, which back rest is adapted to support at least a portion of
a back of the user. The frame lower portion extends from the
upper portion and may further include a first portion that is
near the frame upper portion, a second portion that is spaced
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positionable under the claw, so that with the claw straddling
the first base leg, the first base leg is adapted to nest into the
claw notch.

The base can further include a pedestal extending generally
upwardly from the supporting surface to the saddle. The
pedestal can include a connector that operably connects the
saddle with the pedestal, with the connector including at least
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