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Oman, Gulf of

1194

on

An independent sultanate known as Muscat and
Oman untl 1970, Oman was the most influential
power in the region during the 19th century; it con-
trolled Zanzibar and other territory. Since the late
19th century, it has had strong links with Britain. The
economy is dependent on oil, discovered in 1964.

~-DERIVATIVES Oemaeni |0'méné| adj. &n.

Oeman, Gulf of an inlet of the Arabian Sea, connect-
ed by the Strait of Hormuz to the Persian Gulf.

Oemar | |'omir| (c.581-644), Muslim caliph 634-44.
He conquered Syria, Palestine, and Egypt.

Oemar Khayeyam |ki'dm;-'eem | (died 1123), Persian
poet, mathematician, and astronomer. His rubdiyat
(quatrains), found in The Rubdiyat of Omar Khayyam
(translation published 1859), are meditations on the
mysteries of existence and celebrations of worldly
pleasures.

oemaesum |6'masam| »n. (pl. omasa |-sa|) Zoology the
muscular third stomach of a ruminant animal, be-
tween the reticulum and the abomasum. Also called
PSALTERIUM.

-ORIGIN early 18th cent.:
lock’s tripe.”

Oemayeyad |5'mi(y)zd| variant spelling of UMAYYAD.

OMB »abbr. (in the federal government) Office of Man-
agement and Budget.

omebre |'dimbar| »n. a trick-taking card game for three
people using a pack of forty cards, popular in Europe
in the 17th-18th centuries.

~ORIGIN from Spanish hombre ‘man,’” with reference
to one player seeking to win the pool.

omebré |'imbra| »adj. (of a fabric) having a dyed,
printed, or woven design in which the color is gradu-
ated from light to dark.

~ORIGIN French, past participle of ombrer ‘to shade.”

ombro- »comb. form relating to rain: ombrotrophic.

~ORIGIN from Greek ombros ‘rain shower.’

omebroetropheic |, imbra'trofik; -'trifik| »adj. Ecology
(of a bog or its vegetation) dependent on atmospheric
moisture for its nutrients.

omebudseman | 'dmbadzmoan; - boodz-| »n. (pl. -men)
an official appointed to investigate individuals’ com-
plaints against maladministration, esp. that of public
authorities.

~ORIGIN 1950s: from Swedish, ‘legal representative.’

omebudsepereson |'dmbadz,parson; -boodz-| »n. a
person acting as an ombudsman.

Omedureman | dmdar'min| a city in central Sudan,
on the Nile River opposite Khartoum; pop. 229,000.

-ome »suffix chiefly Biology forming nouns denoting ob-
jects or parts having a specified nature: rhizome | tri-
chome.

-~ORIGIN variant form of ~-OMA.

oemeega |6'mago; 6'mé-| »n. the twenty-fourth, and
last, letter of the Greek alphabet (£}, ), transliterated
as ‘o’ or ‘0.
® the last of a series; the final development: [as adj] the

omega point. @ (Omega) [followed by Latin genitive]
Astronomy the twenty-fourth star in a constellation:
Omega Scorpii.

»symbol ® () ohm(s): a 10042 resistor.

-ORIGIN from Greek 6 mega ‘big O

oemeega-3 fatety aceid »n. an unsaturated fatty acid
of a kind occurring chiefly in fish oils, with three dou-
ble bonds at particular positions in the hydrocarbon
chain.

omeeselet |'dm(a)lit| (also omelette) »n. a dish of beat-
en eggs cooked in a frying pan until firm, often with a
filling added while cooking, and usually served folded
over.

~ORIGIN Frénch omelette, earlier amelette, alteration of
alumette, variant.of alumelle, from lemele ‘knife blade,’
from Latin lamella (see LAMELLA). The association
with ‘knife blade’ is probably because of the thin flat
shape of aril omelet.

o*men |'omon| »n. an event regarded as a portent of
good or evil: the ghost’s appearance was an ill omen| a
rise in imports might be an omen of recovery.
® prophetic significance: the raven seemed a bird of evil

omen.

-ORIGIN late 16th cent.: from Latin.

oemenetum |6'mentom| »n. (pl. omenta |-ta|) Anatomy
a fold of peritoneum connecting the stomach with
other abdominal organs.

-DERIVATIVES o*menctal |6'mentl| adj.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin.

oemer |'omor; 'omer| »n. 1 an ancient Hebrew dry
measure, the tenth part of an ephah.

2 (Omer) Judaism a sheaf of corn or omer of grain pre-

sented as an offering on the second day of Passover.
® tho neriad af 40 _dave hatween rhic dav. and Shavn-

from Latin, literally ‘bul-
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Mafia) a code of silence about criminal activity and a
refusal to give evidence to authorities.
omeiecron |'imi krin; 'om-| »n. the fifteenth letter of
the Greek alphabet (0O, o), transliterated as ‘0.’
® (Omicron) [followed by Latin genitive] Astronomy the
fifteenth star in a constellation: Omicron Piscium.
~ORIGIN from Greek o mikron ‘little O.
omeienous |'dmonoas| radj. giving the impression that
something bad or unpleasant is going to happen;
threatening; inauspicious: there were ominous dark
clouds gathering overhead.
—~DERIVATIVES omeisnousely adv.; omeisnouseness n.
~ORIGIN late 16th cent.: from Latin ominosus, from
omen, omin- ‘omen.’
oemisesion |o'misHan| »n. someone or something
that has been left out or excluded: rthere are glaring
omissions in the report.
| the action of excluding or leaving out someone or
something: the omission of recent publications from his
bibliography. ® a failure to do something, esp. some-
thing that one has a moral or legal obligation to do:
to pay compensation for a wrongful act or omission.
—-DERIVATIVES o*misesive |o'misiv| adj.
—ORIGIN late Middle English: from late Latin omis-
sio(n-), from the verb omittere (see OMIT).
oemit |6'mit| »v. (omitted, omitting) [trans.] (often be
omitted) leave out or exclude (someone or some-
thing), either intentionally or forgetfully: a significant
detail was omitted from your story.
® fail or neglect to do (something); leave undone: the
final rinse is omitted | [with infinitive] he modestly omits
to mention that he was pole-vault champion.
—-DERIVATIVES o*misesicble |0'misobal| adj.
—-ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin omutrere,
from ob- ‘down’ + mittere ‘let go.”
omemastideieum | imo'tidéom| »n. (pl. ommatidia
|-'tidea|) Entomology each of the optical units that make
up a compound eye, as of an insect.
—-DERIVATIVES omemactideieal |-'tidea| adj.
~ORIGIN late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek
ommatidion, diminutive of omma, ommat- ‘eye.
omemateoephore |o'matos for| »n. Zoology a part of an
invertebrate animal, esp. a stalk or tentacle, that bears
an eye. :
~ORIGIN late 19th cent.:
‘eye’ + -PHORE.
omni- »comb. form all; of all things: omniscient | omnifar-
tous.
® in all ways or places: omnicompetent | omnipresent.
—ORIGIN from Latin omnis ‘all”’
omenisbus |'imna,bas| »n. 1 a volume containing sev-
eral novels or other items previously published sepa-
rately: an omnibus of her first trilogy.
2 daled a bus.
»adj. comprxsmg several items: Congress passed an omni-
bus anti-crime package.
—ORIGIN early 19th cent.: via French from Latin, lit-
erally ‘for all,” dative plural of omnis.
omeniedierecstioneal | imni,di'reksHonl | »adj. Telecom-
munications receiving signals from or transmitting in all
directions.
omeniefareieous | imno'feréas| »adj. formal comprising
or relating to all sorts or varieties.
~-DERIVATIVES omenisfareicousely adv.; omenisfareie
ouseness n.
-ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from late Latin omnifarius +
-0Us; compare with MULTIFARIOUS.
omenipeoetent |im'nipstont| radj. (of a deity) having
unlimited power; able to do anything.
® having ultimate power and influence: an omniporent
sovereign.
»n. (the Omnipotent) God.
-DERIVATIVES om-mp-o-tence n.; omenipeostentely
adv.
-ORIGIN Middle Eng ish (as a divine attribute): via
Old French from Latin omnipotent- ‘all-powerful.’
omeniepreseent | amna' premtl »adj. (of God) pres-
ent everywhere at the same time.
® widely or constantly encountered; common or
widespread: the omnipresent threat of natural disasters.
~-DERIVATIVES omeniepreseence n.
-ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin om-
nipraesent-.
omenierange |'imni,ranj| »n. a navigation system in
which short-range omnidirectional VHF transmitters
serve as radio beacons.
omenisecient |im'nisHont| »adj. knowing everything:
the story is told by an omniscient narrator.
-DERIVATIVES omenisecience n.; omenisecientely
adv.
—ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin omnis-
cient- fall-knawing’ haced an_ccire ‘ta know’

from Greek omma, ommat-

~DERIVATIVES omenissexeuealeiety |- seksHo'wz-
litg| n.
omenieum-gatheereum | dmnéam geTHorom| »n. a
collection of miscellaneous people or things.
—ORIGIN early 16th cent.: mock Latin, from Latin om-
nium ‘of all’ and GATHER + the Latin suffix -um.
omenievore |'dmna,vor| »n. an animal or person that
eats food of both plant and animal origin.
—~ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from French, from Latin om-
nivorus ‘omnivorous.’
omeniveoerous |im'niv(a)ras| »adj. (of an animal or
person) feeding on food of both plant and animal or-
igin.
m taking in or using whatever is available: an omnivo-
rous reader.
—-DERIVATIVES omeniveoerousely adv; omeniveoe
rousenessn.
-ORIGIN mid 17th cent.:
-0us.
oemopheasgy |o0'mifsje| (also omophagia) »n. the
eating of raw food, esp. raw meat.
~DERIVATIVES oemoephageic | ,omo'fjik| adj; o
mopheacgist |-jist| n.; cemopheasgous |-gas| adj.
~ORIGIN early 18th cent.: from Greek omophagia,
from omos ‘raw’ + -phagia (from phagein ‘eat’).
Oemoteic |6'mitik| »n. a subfamily of Afro-Asiatic
languages spoken in Ethiopia, with over thirty mem-
bers.
»adj. denoting or belonging to this subfamily.
~ORIGIN 1970s: from Omo, the name of a river in
southwestern Ethiopia, + -OTIC.
omphalo- »comb. form relating to the navel.
~ORIGIN from Greek omphalos ‘navel.
omephaclos |'dmfalas| »n. (pl. omphaloi |-loi|) po-
etic/literary the center or hub of something: this was the
omphalos of confusion and strife.
® a rounded stone (esp. that at Delphi) representing
the navel of the earth in ancient Greek mythology.
~ORIGIN Greek, literally ‘navel.
Omsk |dmsk]| a city in south central Russia, on the Ir-
tysh River; pop. 1,159,000.
ON! »abbr. Ontario (in official postal use).
ONZ2 pabbr. Old Norse.
on |in; on| »prep. 1 physically in contact with and sup-
ported by (a surface): on the table was a water jug | she
was lying on the floor | a sign on the front gate.
® Jocated somewhere in the general surface area of (a
place): an internment camp on the island| the house on
the corner. M as a result of accidental physical contact
with: one of the children had cut a foot on some glass |
he banged his head on a beam. W supported by (a part
of the body): he was lying on his back. M so as to be
supported or held by: puz 1t on the table.  in the pos-
session of (the person referred to): she only had a few
dollars on her.
2 forming a distinctive or marked part of (the surface
of something): a scratch on her arm | a smile on her face.
3 having (the thing mentioned) as a topic: a book on
careers | essays on a wide range of issues.
® having (the thing mentioned) as a basis: modeled on
the Mayflower Compact | dependent on availability.
4 as a member of (a committee, jury, or other body):
they would be allowed to serve on committees.
5 having (the place or thing mentioned) as a target:
five air raids on the city | thousands marching on Wash-
ington.
® having (the thing mentioned) as a target for visual
focus: her‘eyes were fixed on his dark profile.
6 having (the thing mentioned) as a medium for trans-
mitting or storing information: put your ideas down on
paper | stored on the client’s own computer.
® being broadcast by (a radio or television channel): @
new TV series on Channel 4.
7 in the course of (a journey): he was on his way to se¢
his mother.
® while traveling in (a public conveyance): John got
some sleep on the plane. ® on to (a public conveyance)
with the intention of traveling in it: we got on the
traimn.
8 indicating the day or part of a day during which an
event takes place: reported on September 26| on a very

from Latin omnivorus +

. hot evening in July.

o at the time of: she was booed on arriving home.
9 engaged in: his attendant was out on errands.
10 regularly taking (a drug or medicine): ke 1s on mor-
phine to relieve the pain.
11 paid for by: the drinks are on me.
12 added to: a few cents on the electric bill is nothing com-
pared with your security.

»adv. 1 physically in contact with and supported by 2
surface: make sure the lid is on.
W (of clothing) heing worn hv a nerson: sizzine wwith her
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Supreme Soviet

scarce: he meant to go, but time and gas were in short sup-
ply. supply and demand the amount of a good or
service available and the desire of buyers for it, con-
sidered as factors regulating its price: by the law of sup-
ply and demand the cost of health care will plummet.
-DERIVATIVES supeplicer n.
-ORIGIN late Middle English: from Old French sou-
pleer, from Latin supplere ‘fill up,” from sub- ‘from
below’ + plere “fill.” The early sense of the noun was
‘assistance, relief” (chiefly a Scots use).
supeply? |'sop(a)le| »radv. variant spelling of supplely
(see SUPPLE).
supeply chain »n. the sequence of processes involved
in the production and distribution of a commodity.
supeply-side »adj. [attrib.] Economics denoting or relating
to a policy designed to increase output and employ-
ment by changing the conditions under which goods
and services are supplied, esp. by measures that re-
duce government involvement in the economy and al-
low the free market to operate.
~-DERIVATIVES supeply-sideer n.
supeport |sa'port| »v. [trans] 1 bear all or part of the
weight of; hold up: the dome was supported by a hundred
white columns.
® produce enough food and water for; be capable of
sustaining: the land had lost 1ts capacity to support life.
® be capable of fulfilling (a role) adequately: tuzors
gain practical experience that helps them support their
tutoring role. M endure; tolerate: ar work during the
day I could support the grief.

2 give assistance to, esp. financially; enable to function

or act: the government gives $2.5 billion a year to support

the activities of the voluntary sector.

® provide with a home and the necessities of life: my
main concern was to support my family. ® give comfort
and emotional hélp to: I like to visit her to support her.
® approve of and encourage: the proposal was support-
ed by many delegates. ® suggest the truth of; corrobo-
rate: the studies support our findings. ® be actively in-
terested in and concerned for the success of (a
particular sports team). ® [as adj.] (supporting) (of
an actor or a role) important in a play or film but
subordinate to the leading parts. ® (of a pop or rock
group or performer) function as a secondary act to
(another) at a concert.

3 Computing (of a computer or operating system) allow

the use or operation of (a program, language, or de-

vice): the new versions do not support the graphical user

interface standard.
»n. 1 a thing that bears the weight of something or
keeps it upright: the best support for a camera is a tripod.
® the action or state of bearing the weight of some-
thing or someone or of being so supported: she
clutched the sideboard for support.

2 material assistance: he urged thar military support be

sent to protect humanitarian convoys | [as adj.] support

staff-

® comfort and emotional help offered to someone in
distress: she’s been through a bad time and needs our
support. ®approval and encouragement: the policies
of reform enjoy widespread support. ®a secondary act
at a pop or rock concert. ® technical help given to
the user of a computer or other product.

-PHRASES in support of giving assistance to: air oper-
ations in support of the land forces. ® showing approval
of: the paper printed many letters in support of the govern-
ment. ™ attempting to promote or obtain: a swrike in
support of an 8.5% pay raise.

-DERIVATIVES supeporteacbileiety |so,porta'bilité|
n.; supeporteacble adj.

-ORIGIN Middle English (originally in the sense ‘tol-
erate, put up with’): from Old French supporter, from
Latin supportare, from sub- ‘from below’ + poriare
‘carry.’

supeporteer |sa'portor| »n. 1 a person who approves
of and encourages someone or something (typically a
public figure, a movement or party, or a policy): Rea-
gan supporters | supporters of the boycort.

B a person who is actively interested in and wishes
success for a particular sports team.

2 Heraldry a representation of an animal or other figure,

typically one of a pair, holding up or standing beside

an escutcheon.

3 (in full athletic supporter) another term for JocK-

STRAP.

supeporteive |so'pdrtiv| »adj. providing encourage-
ment or emotional help: the szaff are extremely sup-
portive of each other.

-DERIVATIVES supeporteiveely adv; supeporteivee
ness n.

supeporteive thereaepy »n. treatment designed to im-
prove. reinforce. or_sustain_a_patient’s phvsiological
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available to support one another emotionally, socially,

and sometimes financially: a support group for gay teens.

2 a system implemented with the aim of providing

support for an enterprise, product line, or project:

Unix system support group.

supepose |sa'poz| »v. 1 [with clause] assume that
something is the case on the basis of evidence or prob-
ability but without proof or certain knowledge: I sup-
pose I got there about half past eleven.

m used to make a reluctant or hesitant admission: I’m
quite a good actress, I suppose. Wused to introduce a
hypothesis and trace or ask about what follows from
it: suppose he had been murdered—whar then? ® [in im-
perative] used to introduce a suggestion: suppose we
leave this to the police. ® (of a theory or argument) as-
sume or require that something is the case as a pre-
condition: the procedure supposes that a will has al-
ready been proved | [trans.] the theory supposes a
predisposition to interpret utterances. W [trans] believe
to exist or to possess a specified characteristic: ke
supposed the girl to be about twelve | [as adj.] (Sup-
posed) people admire their supposed industriousness.

2 (be supposed to do something) be required to do

something because of the position one is in or an

agreement one has made: I’m supposed to be meeting
someone at the airport.

B [with negative] be forbidden to do something: I
shouldn’t have been in the kitchen—I"m not supposed to
go in there.

-PHRASES | suppose so used to express hesitant or
reluctant agreement.

-DERIVATIVES supeposeacble adj.

—~ORIGIN Middle English: from Old French supposer,
from Latin supponere (from sub- ‘from below’ + ponere
‘to place’), but influenced by Latin suppositus ‘set un-
der’ and Old French poser ‘to place.’

supeposeedely |sa'pozidle| »adv. [sentence adverb] ac-
cording to what is generally assumed or believed (of-
ten used to indicate that the speaker doubts the truth
of the statement): the ads are aimed at women, suppos-
edly because they do the shopping.

supepoesietion | sopa'zisHan| »n. an uncertain belief:
they were working on the supposition that his death was
murder | their outrage was based on supposition and
hearsay.

~DERIVATIVES supepoesictioneal |-sHanl| adj.

—~ORIGIN late Middle English (as a term in scholastic
logic): from Old French, or from late Latin supposi-
tio(n-) (translating Greek hupothesis ‘hypothesis’),
from the verb supporiere (see SUPPOSE).

supepoesietious | ,sopo'zisHos| »adj. 1 based on as-
sumption rather than fact: most of the evidence is purely
suppositious.

2 supposititious.

~DERIVATIVES supepoesictiousely adv.; supepoesie
tiouseness n.

~ORIGIN early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘suppositi-
tious’): partly a contraction of SUPPOSITITIOUS, rein-
forced by SUPPOSITION.

supeposeietietious |so,piza'tisHas | »adj. 1 substituted
for the real thing; not genuine: the supposititious heir to
the throne.

2 suppositious.

~DERIVATIVES supeposeistietiousely adv.; supeposeie
tistiouseness n.

-ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from Latin supposititius
(from supponere ‘to substitute’) + -0US.

supeposeictoery |so'piza,tore| »n. (pl. -ies) a solid
medical preparation in a roughly conical or cylindrical
shape, designed to be inserted into the rectum or va-
gina to dissolve.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from medieval Latin
suppositorium, neuter (used as a noun) of late Latin
suppositorius ‘placed underneath.

supepress |sa'pres| »v. [trans.] forcibly put an end to:
the uprising was savagely suppressed.
® prevent the development, action, or expression of (a

feeling, impulse, idea, etc.); restrain: she could not
suppress a rising panic. ™ prevent the dissemination of
(information): the report had been suppressed. W pre-
vent or inhibit (a process or reaction): use of the drug
suppressed the immune response. B partly or wholly
eliminate (electrical interference). ® Psychoanalysis
consciously inhibit (an unpleasant idea or memory)
to avoid considering it.

~-DERIVATIVES supepressei*ble adj.; supepresesive
| -siv| adj.; supepresesor |-sar| n.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin suppress-
‘pressed down,’ from the verb supprimere, from sub-
‘down’ + premere ‘to press.’

supepresesant |so'presant| »n. a drug or other sub-
stance that acts to sunpress or restrain something: an

the Communist Party’s forcible suppression of the opposi-

tion in 1948.

® Medicine stoppage or reduction of a discharge or se-
cretion. ® Biology the absence or nondevelopment of
a part or organ that is normally present. ® Genetics
the canceling of the effect of one mutation by a sec-
ond mutation. ® Psychology the restraint or repression
of an idea, activity, or reaction by something more
powerful. ® Psychoanalysis the conscious inhibition of
unacceptable memories, impulses, or desires. B pre-
vention of electrical interference.

supepresesor cell |sa'preser| (also suppressor T
cell) »n. Physiology a lymphocyte that can suppress anti-
body production by other lymphoid cells.

supepuerate |'sapys,rat| »v. [intrans.] undergo the for-
mation of pus; fester.

~-DERIVATIVES supepuerastion | sopya'rasHon| n;
supepueractive |- ratv| adj.

~ORIGIN late Middle English (in the sense ‘cause to
form pus’): based on Latin sub- ‘below’ + pus, pur-
‘pus.

Supr. »abbr. ® superior. ® supreme.

suepra |'scopra| »radv. formal used in academic or legal
texts to refer to someone or something mentioned
above or earlier: the recent work by McAuslan and others
(supra).

-ORIGIN Latin.

supra- »prefix 1 beyond; transcending: supranational.
2 above: suprarenal.

-ORIGIN from Latin supra ‘above, beyond, before in
time.’

suepraechieasemateic nueclesus |'scoprs kioz'mat-
ik | »n. Anatomy each of a pair of small nuclei in the hy-
pothalamus of the brain, above the optic chiasma,
thought to be concerned with the regulation of physi-
ological circadian rhythms.

sueprasmoeleceuelar | ,scoproma'lekyalor| »adj. Bio-
chemistry relating to or denoting structures composed
of several or many molecules.

suepraenactioneal | soopra'nzsHonl| »adj. having
power or influence that transcends national bound-
aries or governments: supranational law.

-DERIVATIVES suepracnactionealsism
suepraenactionealeiety |- nsesHa'nzlité| n.

suepracopetic |,scopra'dptik| radj. Anatomy situated
above the optic chiasma.

suepracorebiteal | scopra'orbitl| »adj. Anatomy situated
above the orbit of the eye.

suepraereenal | scopra'rénl| »adj. Anatomy another
term for ADRENAL.

suepraesegemenetal | ,sooprs,seg'mentl| Linguistics
radj. denoting a feature of an utterance other than the
consonantal and vocalic components, e.g., (in Eng-
lish) stress and intonation.

»n. such a feature.

suepremeaccist |so'premosist; s0o-| »n. an advocate
of the supremacy of a particular group, esp. one deter-
mined by race or sex: a white supremacist.

yadj. relating to or advocating such supremacy.

-DERIVATIVES suepremeascism |- sizom| n.

suepremeaecy |so'premasé; s6o-| »n. the state or con-
dition of being superior to all others in authority,
power, or status: the supremacy of the king.

suepremeactism |so'prems,tizom; sco-| »n. the Rus-
sian abstract art movement developed by Kazimir

Malevich ¢.1915, characterized by simple geometric

shapes and associated with ideas of spiritual purity.

-DERIVATIVES suspremeactist n.

suepreme |so'prém; sco-| »adj. (of authority or an
office, or someone holding it) superior to all others: @
unified force with a supreme commander.

B strongest, most important, or most powerful: on the
racetrack he reigned supreme. W very great or in-
tense; extreme: he was nerving himself for a supreme
effort. ® (of a penalty or sacrifice) involving death:
our comrades who made the supreme sacrifice. W [post-
positive] used to indicate that someone or something
is very good at or well known for a specified activity:
here was the gift supreme.

»n. (also supréme) a rich cream sauce.
® a dish served in such a sauce: chicken supreme.

[ORIGIN: from French supréme.]

-PHRASES the Supreme Being a name for God.

~DERIVATIVES suepremeely adv.

—~ORIGIN late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘highest’): from
Latin supremus, superlative of superus ‘that is above:
from super ‘above.’

Suepreme Court »n. the highest judicial court in most
US states.
® (in full US Supreme Court) the highest federal

court in the US, consisting of nine justices and tak-
ing judicial precedence over all other courts in the

-izom| n;
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