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Case 1:11-cv-00036 Document 2 Filed 01/28/11 Page 1 of1

A0120(Rev,08/10

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the US. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERNIINATION OF AN

TO:

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the US. District Court for the Eastern District of Texas (Beaumont) on the following

E] Trademarks or mpatents. ( 1:] the patent actioninvolvcs 35 USC. § 292‘}:

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.s. DISTRICT COURT
1:1 Lev-00036 1/28/2011 for the Eastern District of Texas Beaumont

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

Affinity Labs of Texas, LLC

  

  
 
 Volkswagen Group of America, Inc.;

Volkswagen Group of America Chattanooga Operations.
LLC

-—_
—__

  

 
  

  
  

 

 

1n the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

[I Amendment CI Answer I] Cross Bill [:] Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT _

TRADEMARK NOI OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

_ 
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered orjudgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
  
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy lfiUpon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy SMUpon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy Z—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4mCasc file copy
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
AddIESS. COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSPO Box 1450

Alexandria, Viigmia 22313-1450wwwusptogov
[IF

APPLICATION NUMBER F ING OR 371 (C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE

 
 
   

10/947,755 09/23/2004 Russell W. White 1 1 11 1 1.1 1 1 1-2c

CONFIRMATION NO. 1751

21906 POA ACCEPTANCE LETTER

TROP PRUNER & HU, PC

1616 s. voss ROAD, SUITE 750 lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll0000000322 7 96
HOUSTON, TX 77057-2631

Date Mailed: 09/25/2008

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY

This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 09/17/2008.

The Power of Attorney in this application is accepted. Correspondence in this application will be mailed to the

above address as provided by 37 CFR 1.33.

/llam/

 

Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Addless. COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSPO Box 1450

Alexandria, Viigmia 22313-1450wwwusptogov
r 'LIF

APPLICATION NUMBER F ING OR 371 (C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE

 
 
   

10/947,755 09/23/2004 Russell W. White 111111.1111-2C

CONFIRMATION NO. 1751

65550 POWER OF ATTORNEY NOTICE

AFFINITY LABS, LLC

10904 DOSWELL COVE lllllllllllllllllIllllIlllllllllllIllllIllllIlllllllllllllllllljlllllllllllllllllllllllll0000000322 7 7
AUSTIN, TX 78739

Date Mailed: 09/25/2008

NOTICE REGARDING CHANGE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY

This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 09/17/2008.

. The Power of Attorney to you in this application has been revoked by the assignee who has intervened as

provided by 37 CFR 3.71. Future correspondence will be mailed to the new address of record(37 CFR 1.33).

/llam/

 

Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101
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Doc Code: PTO/SB/BO (01-06)Approved for use through 12/31/2008. OMB 0651-0035
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Papewvork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

POWER OF ATTORNEY TO PROSECUTE APPLICATIONS BEFORE THE USPTO

I hereby revoke all previous powers of attorney given in the application identified in the attached statement under
37 CFR 3.73(b).

I hereby appoint:

E Practitioners associated with the Customer _OR

E] Practitioner(s) named below (if more then ten practitioners are to be named, then a customer number must be used):
  
   

 

 

Name Registration
Number Registration

Num ber 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

as attorney(s) or agent(s) to represent the undersigned before the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in
connection with any and all patent applications assigned only to the undersigned according to the USPTO assignment records or
assignment documents attached to this form in accordance with 37 CFR 3.73(b).

Please change the correspondence address for the application identified in the attached statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) to:

E The address associated with Customer _OR

D Firm orIndividual Name

   
  

  
  

 

 

  

 

Address

City I State J Zip
Country

Telephone Email  
  
  
 

  

  
 
 

 
 

 

Assignee Name and Address:
Affinity Labs of Texas, LLC
3838 River Place Boulevard

Austin, TX 78730

  A copy of this form, together with a statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) (Form PTO/SB/96 or equivalent) is
required to be filed in each application in which this form is used. The statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) may
be completed by one of the practitioners appointed in this form if the appointed practitioner is authorized to
act on behalf of the assignee, and must identify the application in which this Power of Attorney is to be filed.

 
 

 

SIGNATURE of Assignee of Record

The individual whos signature and title is supplied below is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee

Mug—nan

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 131, 1.32 and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to
file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to
take 3 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to
the Chief Information Officer, US. Patent and Trademark Office, US Department of Commerce, Po. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

 

  

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800—PTO-9199 and select option 2.

Samsung EX. 1319 p. 4
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

International Application Number: —

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE AUDIO PLAYER TO AN

T't'e °f Inventwn‘ AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Payment information:

File Listing:

Document . . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages

Assignee showing of ownership per 37
CFR 3.73(b).

 
AFFOO4C2USExecuted373.pdf 84ef3bbd9b58d6aad76188bcb482060a64

b79930

Information: Samsun_ Ex. 1319 . 5
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Power of Attorney AFFINITYExecutedPOA.pdf 1182cb135ef2f72320ce11d9c1a2f487dfca
853

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO ofthe indicated documents,

characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

lfa new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR

1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this

Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

lfa timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a

national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

lfa new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for

an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number

and ofthe International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning

national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of

the application.
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PTO/SB/96 (01-08)
Approved for use through 06/30/2008. OMB 0651-0031

US. Patent and Trademark Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Pa-enNork Reduction Act of 1995 no oersons are reuired to resond to a collection of information unless it dis-la s a valid OMB control number.

 
  

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 313th

Applicant/Patent Owner: Russell W. White, et al.

Application No./Patent No.: 7,324L833 Filed/Issue Date: January 29, 2008

Entitled: System And Method For Connecting A Portable Audio Player To An Automobile Sound System

Affinity Labs of Texas, LLC , a Limited Liability Company
(Name of Assignee) (Type of Assignee, e.g., corporation, partnership, university, government agency, etc.)

states that it is:

1. m the assignee of the entire right, title, and interest; or

2. [:1 an assignee of less than the entire right, title and interest
(The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest is %)

in the patent application/patent identified above by virtue of either:

A. E] An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was recorded in the United
States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attatched.

OR

B. III A chain of title from the inventor(s), of the patent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as follows:

1. From: Kexin 3, lines. Russell W, film; To: fljhg Russell White. I“:
The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel 016870 , Frame 0669 , or for which a copy thereof is attached.

. From: II]: 31135;" White, ”,1; To: Affinity Labs. LI .1:
The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel 911412 , Frame 0405 , or for which a copy thereof is attached.

. From: Affinity 1 abs 11c To: Ihe Russell White, [.1 .C
The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel 1120241 . Frame 9344 , or for which a copy thereof is attached.

E Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet.

III As required by 37 CFR 3.73(b)(1)(i), the documentary evidence of the chain of title from the original owner to the assignee was, or
concurrently is being, submitted for recordation pursuant to 37 CFR 3.11.

[NOTE: A separate copy (i.e., a true copy of the original assignment document(s)) must be submitted to Assignment Division in
accordance with 37 CFR Part 3, to record the assignment in the records of the USPTO. & MPEP 302.08]

The undersigned (whose title is s lied belo ) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee.

Signature
 

Russell W. White 512-217-3524

Printed or Typed Name Telephone number

 

Vice-President

Title

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 3.73(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require
to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden. should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, US. Patent and Trademark Office, US. Department of
Commerce. PO. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents,
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

m . .
If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800—PTO-9199 and select option 2.821 Sllllg EX 1319 p 7
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AFF.004C2US

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.731b1
Applicant: Russell W. White, et al.

Patent N0.: 7,324,833 Issued: January 29, 2008
Entitled: Pedometer System And Method Of Use

Affinity Labs of Texas, LLC

THIS SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET LISTS ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS IN THE CHAIN OF TITLE

4. From: The Russell White, LLC To: Affinity Labs of Texas
The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at
Reel 020963, Frame 0072, or for which a copy thereof is attached.

5. From: To:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at
Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.

Samsung EX. 1319 p. 8
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
AddIESS. COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSPO Box 1450

Alexandria, Viigmia 22313-1450wwwusptogov
[IF

APPLICATION NUMBER F ING OR 371 (C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE

 
 
   

10/947,755 09/23/2004 Russell W. White 1 1 11 1 1.1 1 1 1-2c

CONFIRMATION No. 1751

65550 IMPROPER CPOA LETTER

AFFINITY LABS, LLC

10904 DOSWELL COVE lllllllllIllIllIllllIIIIIIIIIIIIllllllllllllllllllllllllljlllllllIllllllllllllllllllllll000000032025 0
AUSTIN, TX 78739

Date Mailed: 09/15/2008

NOTICE REGARDING POWER OF ATTORNEY

This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 09/03/2008. The Power of Attorney in this application is not

accepted for the reason(s) listed below:

. The Power of Attorney is from an assignee and the Certificate required by 37 CFR 3.73(b) has not been
received.

/hgray/
 

Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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Q A0120
 
 

  

  

 

 

REPORT ON THE

FILING 0R DETERMINATION OF AN

ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

TRADEMARK

Mail Stop 8
Director of the US. Patent and Trademark Office

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

T0:

ii

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 111({5 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the US. District Court Lufl<in, Texas , on the following m Patents or Cl Trademarks:If

oocgaz'figtgwom 71 U3. DISTlfiHST COURT Lufkin, Texas

 
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

Affinity Labs of Texas, LLC , NAIpine Electronics of America, Inc.; Clarion Corporation of

thmerica; et at
PATENT 0R DATE OF PATENT -

TRADEMARK NO. 0R TRADEMARK fl HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

“29/2008 Affinitéry Labs, LLC

(7

)9?
i

In the above~entitled case, the following patent(s)1‘ ”trademarfls) have been included: '

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY fl[:3 Amendment i
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK

1 ?.324,833 82

C] Answer 1:] Cross Bill [3 Other P1eadin_

HOLDER or PATENT 0R TRADEMARKi

i
i

ii

i
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISIONJJUDGEMENT i

  
  DATE _ y

9/3/08

Copy l-—-Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2-Upon filing document adding patent(s). mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Case file copy
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 Mail Stop 8
Director of the US. Patent and Trademark Office

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

  

  
   

  
 
 

REPORT ON THE

FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

ACTION REGARDING A PATIENT OR

TRADEMARK

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 andfor 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the us. District Court LUfl‘ina Texas

DOClggfigleom 64 U.S. DISTRICT COURT
DEFENDANTPLAINTIFF

Affinity Labs of Texas, LLC 
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK

1 7,324,833 32 1/29/2008 Affinity Labs, LLC

3

  G Patents oron the following G Trademarks:

Lufkin, Texas  
 

 
BMW North America, LLC; BMW Manufacturing Co.,
LLC; et al

HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:
DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

G Amendment
PATENT 0R DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK NO. 0R TRADEMARK

G Answer G Cross Bil] G Othet'Pleadin
KHOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMAR

In the above—entitled case. the following decision has heen rendered or judgement issued:
DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY €13LERK DATE

3
3

Copy l—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director

Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s). mail this copy to Direl‘ctor Copy 4—Case file copy

                         
Samsung Ex. 1319 p. 11
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REPORT ON THE
FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

ACTION REGARDING A PATENT (JR

TRADEMARK

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the 0.5. District Conn Luikm. Texas on the following G Patents or G Tradenmks:

DOCKEngVDOl 63 DATE FHBIIESIEOOB U.S. DISTRICT COURT
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

Affinity Labs of Texas. LLG Dice Electronics. LLG; JWIN Electronics Corporation:
TomTom Inc.; was Technology. Ltd.

 
  
  

Director of the U3. Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450

 

Lufkin, Texas

W- 

PATENT 0R DATE OF PATENT
' 0R TRADEMARK

1129/2008 Affinity Labs. LLC

HOLDER 0F PATENT 0R TRADEMARK

1 T324333 B2

# é
' In the above—entitled case, the following patent'tsll trademarkts) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

G Amendment G Answer G Cross Bill G Other Plemllng
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK N0. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER 0F PATENT 0R TRADEMARK

In the abovenentitled case. the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

 DECISIONIJUDGEMENT l
v I /‘ (BY) 059m CLERK DATE '

i , l I ‘9 Debbie Haschke 8/27/08

Copy l—Upon initiation ofaction. mail this copy to Director Copy 15*an termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy Z—vUpon filing document addlng patenfis}, mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Case file capy

Samsung Ex. 1319 p. 12
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r Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the US. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

PD. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK, 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the US. District Court Lufkin, Texas on the following Patents or D Trademarks:

DOCKEBdi—‘Ezv—om 64 DATE FII5937/2008 ”'3‘ DISTRICT COURT Lufkin, Texas

 
 

 

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

Affinity Labs of Texas, LLC BMW North America, LLC; BMW Manufacturing Co.,
LLC; et al 

PATENT 0R DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. ‘ OR TRADEMARK

HOLDER 0F PATENT OR TRADEMARK

1 7,324,833 32 1/29/2008 Affinity Labs, LLC

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

CI Amendment El Answer El Cross Bill El Other Pleading
DATE OF PATENT

OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
PATENT OR

TRADEMARK NO.

2

—_

In the above—«entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

DATE

8/29/08

Copy l—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy Z—Upon filing document adding patent(s). mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Case file copy

 
”w.“Dave—M m- , _ _,_.WWW; 131912; 13
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Mail Stop 8
Director of the US. Patent and Trademark Office

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450 

REPORT ON THE

FILING 0R DETERMINATION OF AN

ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

TRADEMARK

 

 
In Compliance with 35 15.3.0. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

 

filed in lhe v.3. District Court Lufkin, Texas on the following G Patents or G Trademarks:

DOC‘fiSE‘év-om 63 DATE FWSROOS U.S. DISTRICT COURT Luikin, Texas
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

Affinity Labs of Texas, LLC Dice Electronics, LLC; JWIN Electronics Cnmoration;
TomTom Inc.; VAIS Technoiogy, Ltd.

- PATENT 0R DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. ' OR TRADEMARK

1 7,324,833 82 1/29/2008 Affinity Labs, LLC

In the abovefimtifled case, the following Mantis)! trademark (s) have been Included:
DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

G Amendment G Answer G Cross Bill
PATENT DR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK

--
_-

In the abovewenfitled case. the following decision has been tendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

  
  

a 4

HOLDER OF PATENT 0R TRADEMARK.

HOLDER 0F PATENT 0R TRADEMARK

" / (BY) DEPUTY CLERK3’ r / I 5’ Debbie Haschke

 
G Other Pleading

 
DATES

_ 8/27/08

Copy l—Upon initiation of action. mail this copy to Dimctor Copy 3-—Upon termination of action. mail this copy ‘to Director
Copy Z—Upon filing document adding patenfls), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Case file copy

Samsung Ex. 1319 p. 14
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REPORT ON THE

FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

TRADEMARK

Mail Stop 8
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria. VA 22313-1450

 

 

 

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Lufktn. Texas on the following 6 Patents or G Trademarks:

DOC‘EBE-‘cv-omas DATE mews/zoos ”'S'DISTRICT COURT Lufkin, Texas
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

Affinity Labs of Texas, LLC Dice Electronics, LLC; JWIN Electronics Corporation;
TomTom lnc.; VAIS Technology. Ltd. 

' PATENT 0R DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. ‘ 0R TRADEMARK

1 7,324,833 B2 1/29/2003 “ Affinity Labs, LLC

HOLDER OF PATENT 0R TRADEMARK

In the above-—entitled case, the following patent(s)l' trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

" G Amendment G Answer G Cross Bill G Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

(a.

TRADEMARK N0. OR TRADEMARK

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISIONIJUDGEMENT

 
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE ' I
Copy l—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy S—Upon termination of action. mail this copy to Director
Copy Z—vUpon filing document adding patent(s). mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Case file copy

Samsung EX. 1319 p. 15
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  T0. , Mail Stop 3 REPORT ON THE
' Director of the US. Patent and Trademark Ofiice FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

 
 

 

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the US. District Court Lufkin, Texas on the following Patents or U Trademarks:

DOCKEBECV-OMM DATE “1537/2008 U'S‘ DISTRICT COURT Lufkin, Texas
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

Affinity Labs of Texas, LLC BMW North America, LLC; BMW Manufacturing Co.,
LLC; et al 

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. ' 0R TRADEMARK

HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

1 7,324,833 82 1/29/2008 Affinity Labs, LLC

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademarlds) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

El Amendment E] Answer [I Cross Bill [I OtheI_Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK N0. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

——
-—

——

 
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 

 8/29/08

Copy l—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy Z—Upon filing document adding patentis), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Case file copy

_ ______.,_.__,,____,_ _ _,,_ w _. h_ __rWfiSamsung E);. 13191); 1g h
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/~\-—— 9

09-03—‘08 12:25 FROM—Trap, Pruner & Hu 5124180544 T—549 Pam/001 F-QSI

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE . SEP 0 3' 2008

Applicants: Russell W. White, et al. § Class/Subclass: 455/556.1
§

Patent No.: 7,324,833 §
§ Examiner: Erika A. Gary

Issued: January 29, 2008 §
§ .

For: System And Method For Connecting A § Atty. Dkt. No.: AFF.004C2US
Portable Audio Player To An Automobile §
Sound System §

POWER QF ATTORNEY BY A§§IGNEE

Under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 3.71, the undersigned assignee of record of the entire
interest in the above-identified patent/patent application by virtue of an assignment recorded
(check as applicable):

III Concurrently Herewith
E ' Date Recorded May19, 2008

Reel 020263 Frame 0072

elects to conduct the prosecution of the application/maintenance of the patent to the exclusion of
the inventor(s). The undersigned hereby declares that he has reviewed the above-referenced
assignment and hereby declares that, to the best of his knowledge, tide is in the Assignee, and
fithher declares that all statements made herein of his own knowledge are true and that all
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true. The assignee hereby revokes

any previous powers of attorney and appoints the practitioners associated with:

Customer No. 21906

to prosecute the application identified above, and to transact all business in the United States
Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith.

The undersigned is authorized to sign this statement on behalf of the Assignee.

Please direct all communications to: Customer No. 21906

Please direct all telephone calls to: ' Mark J. Rozman at (512) 418-9944.

ASSIGNEE

Affinity Labs of Texas, LLC

Date: g 08 BY:
Russell W. White

Vice—President

Affinity Labs of Texas, [it
10904 Doswell Cove

Austin, TX 78739

PAGE 111 ‘ RCVD AT 91312008 1:28:57 PM [Eastern DaylightTime] ' SVR:USPTO~EFXRF4110' DNISI2738300 ' 08015124180544 ‘ DURATION (mm-ss):0146
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMIVHSSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450
Alexandria1 Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

 
10/947,755 01/29/2008 7324833 111111.1111—2C 1751

65550 7590 01/09/2008

AFFINITY LABS, LLC
10904 DOSWELL COVE

AUSTIN, TX 78739

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 0 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above—identified application will include

an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above—identified application, the filing date that

determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information

Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the

Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)—272—7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee

payments should be directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at

(571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(S) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Russell W. White, Austin, TX;
Kevin R. Imes, Austin, TX;

112103 (Rev, 11/05) Samsung EX. 1319 p. 18
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'EXAMINER: initial if finance mnstd =-- whether or n- citation is in -‘-' formance with I' EP 609. Draw line through c‘talrcn if not in conformance and not
mm. mm copy of this form wtut next common r. on tn applicant ‘Appttwtrs unique citation designation numba (optional). ’See Kinds Codes ol
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Japanese patent doannents. the inflation of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 50nd of document by
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document Lmder WIPO Standard STAG if possible. 'Applirznt is to plats a cheat mam here it English languageTranslation is shamed.

This collation of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to tile (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CPR 1.14. The collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete,
induding gathering. preparing. and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wfll vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments
on the amount of time you require to complete this term andlor suggestions for redua'ng this burden. should be sent to the Chief tnformatbn Officer. US. Patent
and Trademark Otfice. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandra. VA 223134450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESSZ SEND
TO: Coma-union" for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450.

I!you need assistance in completing the form. call 1-800'PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2.
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[0/742733/
CUSTOMER NO.

34456

IN THE SPECIFICATION

Please amend the Specification with the following replacement paragraphs:

1

1970A“ i 0 7 [000A This is a continuation application of US. Patent Application No. 09/537,812 filed
on March 28, 2000, now 11.8. Patent No. 7.187.947. Issued March 6. 2007 the entirety of which 

is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

[0092] During operation, electronic device 907 may be mounted within interface 904.

Electronic device 907 may also be powered or recharged via power line 910 and communicate

with the systems audio system via interface cable or bus line 911. Audio information

communicated to electronic device 907 may be transferred to audio system 901 such that a user

may listen to selected audio information. For example, a user may have previously selected a

plurality of audio files to be transmitted to electronic device 907. Electronic device M905 may

communicate the selected audio information to the automobiles audio system that utilizes

interface 901 thereby allowing the user to listen to selected audio information. In one

embodiment, cable 908 may be custom-installed to audio system 901.. For example, the cable

may be coupled to an auxiliary line for the system’s radio or may be coupled to CD player line

912.

Page 2 0111 U S App. No: 10/947,755
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.- PART B - -FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

' Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEECommissioner for Patents
P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or m (571)-273-2885—__._—__‘__——__————-——————————-—-———-——-

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be. usedlfor transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required); Blocks I through 5 should be completed whereap ropnate. All further correspondence Including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will 6 mailed to the current corres ondence address as
in icated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block I, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate " EE ADDRESS" formaintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block I for any change ofaddress) Note: A certificate of mailing can only Be used for domestic mailings oi the' Fee(s) Transmittal. This cem icate cannot be used for any other accompanying

papers. Each additional paper, .such as an assignment or formal drawmg, mustave its own certificate of mailing or transmissmn.
65550 7590 I l/30/2007

Certificate of Malling or Transmission

AFFINITY LABS, LLC lshereb cerltif that this lFee s Transmittal isfbefing deposited 1with the Unlitedtates osta erVice Wit su iCient osta e or irst c ass mai in an enve o e
10904 BOSWELL COVE addressed to the Mail Sto ISSUEPFEEgaddress above, or bein facsimiIc
AUSTIN, TX 78739 transmitted to the USPTO ( 71) 273-2885, on the date indicated be ow.

(Dcpositor's name)

(Signature) 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

10/947,755 09/23/2004 Russell W. White I] I l l 1.1 I l l-ZC I75]

TITLE OF INVENTION: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE AUDIO PLAYER TO AN AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

YES $0nonprovisional $720 $3 00 $1020 02/29/2008

GARY, ERIKA A 26|7 455-556100

   
 

 
 

  

I. Chan e of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37
CFR I. 63).

D Chan e of corres ondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address orm PTO/ 13/ I22) attached.

CI "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number Is required.

2. For printing on the patent front page, list

(I) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys I
or agents OR, alternatively,

(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 2—...____._..__
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3 .
listed, no name will be printed. ———-—-———-——-—

 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE-PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. lf'an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed forrecordation as set forth in 37 CF 3.] 1. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)
, , .- w,,_ .,,.,.,., ., ..,..

.t\ h. S s. :1 *2: i L Ram-S-

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : D Individual Corporation or other private group entity D Government_—___———.—_—_——————-—-_————-_/

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
Issue Fee D A check is enclosed.

Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) D Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

D Advance Order - # of Copies The Director is hereby authorized to charge thee‘requireg‘ fee(s), any deficiency, or credit anyoverpayment, to Deposn Account Number 1‘. :’ enclose an extra copy of this form)._——___—__—_——————-——————-——

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

D a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR I.27. D b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR I.27(g)(2)._______—_—________———————————

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee. (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

Authorized Signature Date
 

  
Typed or printed name ””9" 1' Registration No.__’:_______________ .
 

_________—__—____—__—__—————-—————

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR L31 1. The information is re uired to obtain or retain a benefit ha the public which is to _file (and by the USPTO to process)an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. T .is collection is estimated to take I minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time Will va degenflng upon the indiVidual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to com leteie n 0

this form and/or seggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to t e C nnation Officer, US. Patent and Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce, .0.Box 1450, Alexan ria, Vir inia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 2231 -1450.

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.__________________________———-———————————————————
1
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 10947755

Filing Date: 23-Sep-2004

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE AUDIO

mm M Invent'on: PLAYER TO AN AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Russell W. White

Russell W. White/Laura H. Andre

Attorney Docket Number: 111111.1111-2c

Filed as Small Entity

Utility Filing Fees

—--m-

_
Patent Appeals-and Interference:

Post -A| Iowance-and-Post-Issu ance:

Utility Appl issue fee 2501 -1

1Publ. Fee- early, voluntary, or normal

 



Samsung Ex. 1319 p. 24

was?"

Extension-of-Time:

Miscellaneous:

Total in USD ($) 1020
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International Application Number: —

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE AUDIO

mm of Invent'on: PLAYER TO AN AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Payment information:

Payment Type Deposrt Account

 
The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

amsung EX. ' p. 5
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File Listing:

Document . . File Size(Bytes) Multi PagesNumber Document Description m /Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.)
116679

1 1 1 1-2C_PTOL-858_Issue_
Issue Fee Payment (PTO-858) Fee pdf 68116bb7211d677a63903163308660d50

95811605

Warnings:

Information:

Fee Worksheet (PTO-06) fee-info.pdf 17454600147Cb1218ba§aod4d41985619
7963e05

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt
similar to a Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see

37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date

shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions

of 35 U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the

application as a national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt,
in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary

components for an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the

International Application Number and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due

course, subject to prescriptions concerning national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement

Receipt will establish the international filing date of the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT-AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box I450
Alexandria, Virginia 223134450
www.uspto.g0v

 
NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

AFFINITY LABS, LLC GARY. ERIKA A
wwwosw-ELLCOVE

AUSTIN, TX 78739 2517
DATE MAILED: l l/30/2007

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.

l0/947,755 09/23/2004 Russell W. White III I I [.1 l I I-2C l75l
TITLE OF INVENTION: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE AUDIO PLAYER TO AN AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM

CONFIRMATION NO.

SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

YES $0
nonprovisional $720 $300 $ l 020 02/29/2008

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.

PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS

SIA! UIOBY EERIQDm_lfli EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

1. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:
SMALL ENTITY status:

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown ' A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or
above.

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s)
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2

the ISSUE FEE shown above.

11. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

111. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.

Page 1 of 3
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.- PART B - -FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

' Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEECommissioner for Patents
P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or M (571)-273—2885—_—._—__‘__——__—————————————-—-———-——-

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be. usedlfor transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required); Blocks I through 5 should be completed whereap 'ropnate. A11 further correspondence Including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will e mailed to the current corres ondence address as
in icated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block I, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate " EE ADDRESS" formaintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change ofaddress) NOW: A CCTUIICBIC OI _malIli)§ can onIy Be used I01” domestic mailings OI tI'Ic' Fee(s) Transmittal. This cem icate cannot be used for any other accompanying

papers. Each additional paper, .such as an assignment or formal drawmg, mustave its own certificate of mailing or transmissmn.
65550 7590 1 1/30/2007

Certificate of Malling or Transmission

AFFINITY LABS, LLC lshereb cerfif that this lFee s Transmittal isfbefrng deiposited 1with the Unlitedtates osta erVice Wit su leient posta e or irst c ass mai in an enve o c
10904 BOSWELL COVE addressed to the Mail Sto ISSUE FEEgaddress above, or bein facsimIIe
AUSTIN, TX 78739 transmitted to the USPTO ( 71) 273-2885, on the date indicated be ow.

 

 
(Depositor's name)

(Signature)

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

10/947,755 09/23/2004 Russell W. White 11 111 1.11 l 1-2C 175]

TITLE OF INVENTION: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE AUDIO PLAYER TO AN AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM

 
  

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

YES $0nonprovisional $720 $3 00 $1020 02/29/2008

GARY, ERIKA A 2617 455-556100
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

  
   1. Chan e of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37
CFR 1. 63).

D Chan e of corres ondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address orrn PTO/ B/ 122) attached.

CI "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number Is required.

2. For printing on the patent front page, list

(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys I
or agents OR, alternatively,

(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 2
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE-PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If 'an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed forrecordation as set forth in 37 CF 3.1 1. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : D Individual CI Corporation or other private group entity D Government_—___———.—_—_——————-—-_————-_/

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
U Issue Fee D A check is enclosed.

D Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) El Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

D Advance Order - # of Copies 1:] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit anyoverpayment, to Deposn Account Number enclose an extra copy of this form)._——___—__—_——————-——————-——

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

D a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. D b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR l.27(g)(2).________—__—__—__————————————

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee. (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
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Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
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attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

 
 Attachment(s)

1. [:l Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. El Notice of Informal Patent Application .

2. [I Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. [:1 Interview Summary (PTO-413).

 

Paper No./Mai| Date __ .

3. El Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 7. [:I Examiner's Amendment/Comment
Paper No./MaiI Date

4. E] Examiner’s Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. El Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
of Biological Material

9. D Other .

US. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08—06) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mai| Date 20071126
Samsung EX. 1319 p. 30



Samsung Ex. 1319 p. 31

Applicant(s)/Patent under
Reexamination

Application/Control No.
Issue Classification

WHITE ET AL.10/947,755
uhn

U7umA2r3r66..mAmmXrEEIIIIIIIII

CLASS SUBCLASS CLASS

IIIIIIIII

ISSUE CLASSIFICATION
CROSS REFERENCE(S)

SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)

ORIGINAL

0.6.

Print Fig.

Total Claims Allowed: 35

CG.

Print Claim(s)Lk/37(I

(D

/.

Efi' R

ERIKA .G
PRIMARY EXA

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

Assistant Examiner

1e)(Primary Examiner)(Date)(Legal Instruments Examiner)

 
 

 
. 559.0m

230111|223458m0D.11111787oo

77

8

7823E33235EEE—EEEE
 

 

Samsuflgt Eladtfilfl [20311126

 

DCPA

 
D Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant

4 - . 29
- ; 30

a 36 31

2 3 32 67

: 3 3 3
= 4 39 4

e 35 70

41 71

 
.mcE

ffice

as“.

  
US. Patent and Trademark O



Samsung Ex. 1319 p. 32

Search Notes

Hlllllilllil ll|li|||| llllllllll

“um

 

INTERFERENCE SEARCHED

“mm

US. Patent and Trademark Office

Application/Control No. Applicant(s)lPatent under
Reexamination

10/947,755 WHITE ET AL.
Examiner Art Unit

Erika A. Gar 2617

SEARCH NOTES

(INCLUDING SEARCH STRATEGY)

_--

see EAST search attached 11/26/2007

 

 
Part of Paper No. 20071126

Samsung EX. 1319 p. 32



Samsung Ex. 1319 p. 33

CUSTOMER NO.
65550

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applieant(s): Russell W. White et al.

 

Title: System and Method for Connecting a Portable

MP3 Player to an Automobile Sound System (AS AMENDED)

App. No.: 10/947,755 Filed: 09/23/2004

Examiner: GARY, Erika A. Group Art Unit: 2617

Atty. Dkt No.2 111111.1111-2C Confirmation No.2 1751

WS AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

REPLY TO NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION

Dear Commissioner:

In reply to the Non-Final Office Action mailed November 9, 2007, Applicants

respectfully request reconsideration of the present application and the allowance thereof:

Claim Amendments begin on page 2.

Remarks begin at page 9.
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(ISTOMERNO.

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant(s): Russell W. White et al.

Title: System and Method for Connecting a Portable

MP3 Player to an Automobile Sound System (AS AMENDED)

App. No.: 10/947,755 Filed: 09/23/2004

Examiner: GARY, Erika A. Group Art Unit: 2617

Atty. Dkt No.: 111111.1111-2C Confirmation No.: 1751

M/S AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

REPLY TO NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION

Dear Commissioner:

In reply to the Non-Final Office Action mailed November 9, 2007, Applicants

respectfully request reconsideration of the present application and the allowance thereof:

Claim Amendments begin on page 2.

Remarks begin at page 9.
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CUSTOMER NO.

65550

CLAIM LISTING

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

application:

1-35 (Canceled)

36. (Currently amended) An audio system, comprising:

a portable electronic device having a display, a memory, and an audio file player;

a first portion of software saved at the portable electronic device and configured to

initiate a displaying of a graphical interface item on the display, the graphical

interface item comprising a name associated with an audio file saved in the

memory;

a mounting location on the portable electronic device that includes a physical interface

configured to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to a different

electronic device having an associated display; and

an other portion of software saved at the portable electronic device and configured to

communicate a representation of the graphical interface item to the different

electronic device via the physical interface to facilitate a displaying of the

representation on the associated display, wherein the portable electronic device is
 

eetifi qured to eerrtmrmieate interface intbrrrratieti to the different eleetrettie deviee 

in erder te allow a user to View at least a artial re resentatieri of a Ora ‘tl‘ilCE’tl user 

interface that includes the -' ra 3hical interface item en the asseeiated dis lav 

wherein the ore attic-ail user interface cemnrises a Euralitv ofarenroerammetl soft   

buttons that are linked te res fieclive audie inferinatien sources.
 

37. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the other portion of software is

filrther configured to communicate a collection of information to the different electronic

device via the physical interface such that a user can utilize the different electronic device

to navigate through a plurality of audio files.

Page 2 of 10 US. App. No.: 10/947,755
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38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

CUSTOMER NO.

65550

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the different electronic device is an

automobile sound system component.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the portable electronic device is a

cellular telephone.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, further comprising an automobile having a

sound system, wherein the different electronic device is a component of the automobile

sound system.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, further comprising a wireless

communication device configured to engage the physical interface and to

communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the different electronic device

via a wireless signal.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 41, wherein the wireless signal is

communicated as a locally transmitted signal at a frequency between 88 and 108 MHZ.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the name is a playlist name.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the name is a song title.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the name is an artist name.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the name is a user customized name

identifying a playlist that comprises the audio file.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the physical interface is fiarther

configured to couple the portable electronic device to the different electronic device such

that a power supply of the different electronic device provides power to the portable

electronic device.
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48. (Currently amended) The system of Claim 36, wherein the graphical interface item is

updateable by flies: user.

49. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 48, fiarther comprising a software application

configured to execute on a personal computer, wherein the software application is

configured to allow the user to update the graphical interface item of the portable

electronic device.

herein the associated dis law is a touch  50. (Currently amended) The system of Claim 36, w

sereet't disflav and the touch screen dis ta ' allows the use“ to select a given soft button

 
5 1. (Currently amended) The system of Claim 36, wherein the other portion of software is

filrther configured to communicate a collection of information to the different electronic

device via the physical interface such that a—th_euser can utilize the different electronic

device to select an audio information source that is an audio file saved in the memog—fi-le

fer—playing.

52. (Currently amended) An audio system, comprising:

a portable electronic device that has a display, a memory, and a processor;w:et§t\<t<

software saved at the portable electronic device and configured to direct the portable

electronic device to save an audio file in the memory, to associate the audio file

with a name, to include the name in a graphical menu of available content, to

present the name on the display of the portable electronic device, and to

communicate a collection of information comprising the name to a different

electronic device that has an associated display such that a user can interact with

the different electronic device: (1) to navigate through a plurality of audio files;

(2) to view at least a portion of the graphical menu on the associated display,
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wherein the portion comprises the name; and (3) to select an available audio file

for processing; and

wherein the ortable electronic device is confieured to communicate interiiiee   

information to the dif‘erent eiectronie device in order to allow the user to View the
 

includes a piiii‘ality ofpreprogi‘aniined soft buttons that are linked to respective
 

audio infoiniation sources..

53. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, wherein the portable electronic device is a

cellular telephone.

54. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, further comprising the different electronic

device, wherein the different electronic device is a home stereo component.

55. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, further comprising the different electronic

device, wherein the different electronic device is an automobile stereo component.

56. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, wherein the portable electronic device is

configured to communicate interface information to the different electronic device in

order to allow the user to view the graphical menu in its entirety on the associated

display.

57. (Currently amended) The system oi’ti‘iaiin 5‘2. wherein the assoeiatei'i dis Eav is: a touch 

 
screen dis lav and, the touch screen dis filav is o‘zaerabie as a, user interface mechanism\

 
58. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, further comprising a mounting location on

the portable electronic device that includes a physical interface configured to

communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the different electronic device.

Page 5 of 10 US. App. No.: 10/947,755
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59. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 58, wherein the physical interface is configured

to couple a power supply associated with the different electronic device to a local power

supply of the portable electronic device.

60. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, wherein the software is embedded in the

portable electronic device as firmware.

61. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, wherein the memory is flash memory.

62. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, further comprising:

a mounting location on the portable electronic device that includes a physical interface

configured to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the

different electronic device; and

a mount configured to communicatively couple to the different electronic device and to

engage the physical interface.

63. (Currently amended) An audio system, comprising:

an automobile having a sound system that includes an electronic device with an

associated display and a user interface mechanism;

a mount communicatively coupled to the electronic device and configured to engage a

physical interface of a portable electronic device that has a display, a memory, a

processor, and software saved at the portable electronic device and configured to

direct the portable electronic device to save an audio file in the memory, to

associate the audio file with a name, to include the name in a menu of available

content, to present the name on the display of the portable electronic device, and

to communicate a collection of information comprising the name to the electronic

device such that a user can interact with the electronic device: (1) to navigate

through a plurality of audio files; (2) to view at least a partial representation of the

menu on the associated display; and (3) to select an available audio file for

processing; and

wherein the electronic device is configured to receive the collection of information and to

present the partial representation of the menu on the associated display, further
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wherein the artial rearesentation ofthe menu is n‘esented on the associated  

dis la ' in a gray hieai user interface that includes a liiraiit ,— of 3re 3ro‘ rammed,
 

soft buttons that are linked to res motive audio information sources. 

64. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 63, wherein the electronic device is configured

to receive the collection of information and to present the name on the associated display

by software embedded in the electronic device as firmware.

 

 

65. (Currently amended) The system of Claim 63, wherein the para

hassaplurality of

preprogrammed soft buttons that-are all viewable on the associated dis lav at the same 

time and the res ective audio information sources are se aarate files saved in the
 

 

‘\

nieihorvliniie

66. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 65, wherein the associated display is a touch

screen display and the touch screen display is the user interface mechanism.

67. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 66, wherein the user interface mechanism

allows the user to navigate through a plurality of audio files saved in the memory and to

select the audio file for processing.

68. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 63, wherein the user interface mechanism

allows the user to navigate through the plurality of audio files and to select the available

audio file for processing.

69. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 63, wherein the associated display and the user

interface mechanism are integrated into a console of the automobile.

70. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 69, wherein a portion of the mount that is

configured to engage the physical interface of the portable electronic device is not

integrated into the console, further comprising a cable at least partially couples the

portion of the mount that is configured to engage the physical interface of the portable
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electronic device and an other portion of the mount that is communicatively coupled to

the electronic device.
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REMARKS

Applicants thank Examiner Gary for the Non-final Office Action mailed November 9,

2007. Applicants further thank Examiner Gary for indicating that Claims 50, 57, and 65-57

recite allowable subject matter. Applicants have reviewed the Office Action and have amended

claims 36,48, 50-52, 57, 63, and 65.

Objections

On Page 5 of the Office Action, the Examiner objects to Claims 50, 57, and 65-67,

because these otherwise allowable claims depend from rejected independent claims. Applicants

have amended the rejected independent claims (i.e., Claims 36, 52, and 63) to incorporate the

subject matter of the otherwise allowable claims. As such, Applicants submit that all pending

claims are allowable.

Rejections

On Pages 2 through 5 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejects 36-49, 51-56, 58-64, and

68-70 under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being unpatentable over Naim (US Pat. No. 6,694,200) in view of

Saib (US Pat. No. 6,230,322). Applicants respectfully traverse the rejections. On page 4, the

Examiner takes Official Notice with respect to local wireless communications between 88 and

108 MHz and the utilization of a physical interface. Applicants object to these takings of

Official Notice pursuant to MPEP §2144.03.

However, to facilitate full allowance of the case, Applicants have amended independent

claims 36, 52, and 63, to incorporate the allowable subject matter of claims of 48, 50, 51, 57, and

65, respectively. As such, the allowable subject matter of claims 50, 51, 57, and 65 is now

included in independent claims 36, 52, and 63. Applicants submit that all pending claims are in

condition for allowance.

CONCLUSION

The Applicants respectfully submit that the present application is in condition for

allowance, and an early indication of the same is courteously requested. Please, contact the
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undersigned by telephone at the below listed telephone number in order to expedite resolution of

any issues and to eXpedite passage of the present application to issue, if any comments,

questions, or suggestions arise in connection with the present application.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees that may be required, or credit

any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 50-3797.

 

RespectfiJlly submitted,

/Russell W White/ November 15 2007

Russell W. White; Reg. No. 45,691 Date

LARSON NEWMAN ABEL POLANSKY & WHITE, LLP

5914 W. Courtyard Dr., Suite 200

Austin, Texas 78730

(512) 439-7100 (phone)

(512) 439-7199 (fax)
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Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description

Document Description

Amendment - After Non-Final Rejection

Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes):

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt
similar to a Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see

37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date

shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions

of 35 U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the

application as a national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt,
in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary

components for an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the

International Application Number and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due

course, subject to prescriptions concerning national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement

Receipt will establish the international filing date of the application.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

10/947,755 WHITE ET AL.

Office Action Summary Examine, Art Unit

Erika A. Gary 2617 -
-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --

Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)IXI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 October 2007.

2a)Ij This action is FINAL. 2b)IX] This action is non-final.

3):] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 0G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

ME Claim(s) M is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above claim(s) __ is/are withdrawn from consideration.

5):] Claim(s)_ is/are allowed.

6)® Claim(s) 36-49 51-56 58-64 and 68-70 is/are rejected.

)

)

7 E Claim(s) 50 57 and 65—67 is/are objected to.

8 [:1 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9)I:I The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

10)|:] The drawing(s) filed on_ is/are: an] accepted or ml] objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

1)|:I The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

2)l:] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

a)I:] All b)[:] Some * c)[:l None of:

11:] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

21:] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No._

3.|:| Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.
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Application/Control Number: 10/947,755 Page 2

Art Unit: 2617

DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

2. Claims 36-49, 51-56, 58-64, and 68—70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as

being unpatentable over Naim, US Patent Number 6,694,200 (hereinafter Naim) in view

of Saib et al., US Patent Number 6,230,322 (hereinafter Saib).

Regarding claims 36, 52, and 63, Naim discloses an audio system, comprising: a

portable electronic device having a display, a memory, and an audio file player; a first

portion of software saved at the portable electronic device and configured to initiate a

displaying of a graphical interface item on the display, the graphical interface item

comprising a name associated with an audio file saved in the memory; a mounting

location on the portable electronic device that includes a physical interface configured to

communicatively couple the portable electronic device to a different electronic device

having an associated display; and an other portion of software saved at the portable

electronic device and configured to communicate a representation of the graphical

interface item to the different electronic device via the physical interface [col. 2: lines 32-

56; col. 3: lines 1-5, 27-29, 54-66; col. 8: lines 1-8, 29-40; col. 10: lines 3—7, 38-41].

What Naim does not specifically teach is that information communicated to the

different electronic device is to facilitate a displaying of the representation on the
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associated display. However, Saib teaches this limitation as Saib teaches receiving

communicated information from a source and displaying a representation on an

associated display [col. 1: lines 55-61; col. 2: lines 30-37; col. 3: lines 1-22].

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in

the art to modify Naim in include Saib. Naim teaches a portable electronic device that

can upload information (video, music, etc) to a different electronic device capable of

playing the information, but does not go into detail about the playing or display of

information on the different electronic device. Saib teaches receiving information from a

source and using a graphical user interface to display a representation of the received

information. The rationale for this modification would have been to specifically describe

how the received information is displayed.

Regarding claims 37, 51, and 68, Saib teaches wherein the other portion of

software is further configured to communicate a collection of information to the different

electronic device via the physical interface such that a user can utilize the different

electronic device to navigate through a plurality of audio files display [col. 1: lines 55-61;

col. 2: lines 30-37; col. 3: lines 1-22].

Regarding claims 38, 40, 55, and 69, Naimteaches the different electronic

device is an automobile sound system component [col. 13: line 26].

Regarding claims 39 and 53, Naim teaches the portable electronic device is a

cellular telephone [col. 2: lines 51-56].

Regarding claim 41, Naim discloses a wireless communication device configured

to engage the physical interface and to communicatively couple the portable electronic
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device to the different electronic device via a wireless signal [col. 8: lines 37-40; col. 9:

lines 27-30].

Regarding claim 42, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it is well known in the

art for the wireless signal to be communicated as a locally transmitted signal at a

frequency between 88 and 108 MHz. At the time of the invention, it would have been

obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include this feature to specifically point out

the frequency used.

Regarding claims 43-46, Naim discloses wherein the name is a playlist name, a

song title, an artist name, or a user customized name identifying a playlist that

comprises the audio file [col. 3: lines 64-65; col. 7: lines 4-5].

Regarding claims 47 and 59, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it is well

known in the art to include that the physical interface is further configured to couple the

portable electronic device to the different electronic device such that a power supply of

the different electronic device provides power to the portable electronic device. At the

time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to

include this feature in order to conserve power of the portable electronic device.

Regarding claims 48 and 49, Naim discloses the graphical interface item is

updateable by a user [col. 3: line 64 — col. 4: line 2].

Regarding claim 54, Naim suggests the different electronic device, wherein the

different electronic device is a home stereo component [col 9: lines 32-34].

Regarding claims 56 and 64, Saib discloses communicating interface information

to the different electronic device in order to allow the user to view the graphical menu in
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its entirety on the associated display [col. 1: lines 55-61; col. 2: lines 30-37; col. 3: lines

1-22].

Regarding claims 58 and 52, Naim discloses a mounting location on the portable

electronic device that includes a physical interface configured to communicatively

couple the portable electronic device to the different electronic device [col. 11: lines 12-

17].

Regarding claim 60, Naim discloses the software is embedded in the portable

electronic device as firmware [col. 3: lines 1-5].

Regarding claim 61, Naim discloses the memory is flash memory [col. 5: lines

18-20].

Regarding claim 70, Naim discloses a portion of the mount that is configured to

engage the physical interface of the portable electronic device is not integrated into the

console, further comprising a cable at least partially couples the portion of the mount

that is configured to engage the physical interface of the portable electronic device and

an other portion of the mount that is communicatively coupled to the electronic device

[col. 9: lines 27—35; col. 11: lines 12-17].

Allowable Subject Matter

3. Claims 50, 57, and 65-67 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected

base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the

limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims.
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Response to Arguments

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 36-70 have been considered but are

moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection.

Conclusion

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to

applicant's disclosure. Rolf, US Patent Number 7,065,342, discloses a system and

mobile cellular telephone device for playing recorded music.

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Erika A. Gary whose telephone number is 571-272-

7841. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Charles Appiah can be reached on 571-272-7904. The fax phone number

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273—8300.
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Application/Control Number: 10/947,755 Page 7

Art Unit: 2617

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair~direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.
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CUSTOMER NO.

65550

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant(s): Russell W. White et al.

Title: System and Method for Connecting a Portable

MP3 Player to an Automobile Sound System (AS AMENDED)

App. No.: 10/947,755 Filed: 09/23/2004

Examiner: GARY, Erika A. Group Art Unit: 2617

Atty. Dkt No.: 111111.1111-2C Confirmation No.: 1751

M/S AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

REPLY TO FINAL OFFICE ACTION AND INTERVIEW SUMMARY

Dear Commissioner:

In reply to the Final Office Action mailed August 16, 2007, Applicants respectfillly

request reconsideration of the present application and allowance thereof. The Claims have not

been amended in this Reply. Remarks begin on page 2.
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CUSTOMER NO.

65550

REMARKS

Applicants thank Examiner Gary for meeting and discussing the Final Office Action

mailed August 16, 2007. The interview was held on October 4, 2007, was in person, and

involved Examiner Gary and Russell White. The interview discussion focused on the pending

35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph rejection.

Agreement was reached during the interview in that Examiner Gary agreed that the

Detailed Description does contain a written description of the claimed invention in terms that

would enable a person skilled in the art to make and use the same. As such, Examiner Gary

agreed to remove the §112 rejection and to issue a new action. The interview included

discussions of the Detailed Description generally. Examples portions discussed include: Dial

412 of Fig. 4; the latter half of Para [0053]; Para [0054]; the first half of Para [0056]; the latter

half of Para [0059]; the first half of Para [0060]; Para [0061]; and the first half of Para [0062].

CONCLUSION

The Applicants respectfully submit that the present application is in condition for

allowance, and an early indication of the same is courteously solicited. The Examiner is

respectfully requested to contact the undersigned by telephone at the below listed telephone

number in order to expedite resolution of any issues and to expedite passage of the present

application to issue, if any comments, questions, or suggestions arise in connection with the

present application.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees that may be required, or credit

any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 50-3797.

 

RespectfiJlly submitted,

/Russell W White/

Russell W. White; Reg. No. 45,691 October 9 2007

(512) 439-7100 (phone) Date

(512) 439-7199 (fax)

Page 2 of2 U.S. App. No.: 10/947,755
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“—

——

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE AUDIO

mm M Invent'on: PLAYER TO AN AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM

“—

Payment information:

File Listing:

Document . . FileSize(Bytes) Multi Pages

 
1111-2C_F|NAL_OA_RepIy.

pdf 93ba1b03516540069877413d061a413
8344b31 91 
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Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description

Document Description “
Amendment After Final

Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment

Warnings:

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes):

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,

characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt
similar to a Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see

37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date

shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions

of 35 U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the

application as a national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt,
in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary

components for an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the

International Application Number and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due

course, subject to prescriptions concerning national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement

Receipt will establish the international filing date of the application.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. 10/947,755 WHITE ET AL
InterVIew Summary

Examiner Art Unit

Erika A. Gary 2617 -
All participants (applicant applicant’s representative PTO personnel).

‘(1) Erika A. Gary.

(2) Russell White.

Date of Interview: 04 October 2007.

Type. a))E] Telephonic b)E] Video Conference
GE Personal [copy given to: 1 )lj applicant 2)l:] applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)|:] Yes em No.
If Yes, brief description:

Claim(s) discussed: 36 52 and 63
_l—'

Identification of prior art discussed: M.

Agreement with respect to the claims f)I:I was reached. 9):] Was not reached. ME N/A.

Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was

reached, or any other comments: Applicant and Examiner discussed the previous 112 reiection. Applicant provided

an explanation along with pertinent portions of the specification providing support for the written description

requirement. The Examiner agreed that the 112 reiection should be withdrawn.

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims
allowable, if available, 'must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.)

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE

INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). It a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS
GIVEN A NON-EXTENDABLE PERIOD OF THE LONGER OF ONE MONTH OR THIRTY DAYS FROM THIS

INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO

FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview

requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet.

Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an
Attachment to a signed Office action. Examiner's signature, if required

 
US. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-413 (Rev. 04-03) Interview summary Paper No. 20071008
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box I450
Alexandria, Virginia 223l3-I450
www.usplo.gov

 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION N0.

|0/947,755 09/23/2004 Russell W. White I I I | I 1.1 I l l~2C I75I

65550 7590 08/16/2007

AFFmITYLABs,LLc
10904 DOSWELL COVE GARY, ERIKA A

AUSTIN, TX 78739 ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER

2617

MAIL DATE DELIVERY MODE

08/16/2007 PAPER

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) Samsung EX. 1319 p. 79
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Application No. ' Applicant(s)

10/943,755 ’ WHITE ET AL.
Office Action Summary Examine, Art Unit

_-
-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --

Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE Q MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.
- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event. however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above. the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will. by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed. may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

HIE Responsive to communication(s) filed on _7/_6/0_7.

2am This action is FINAL. 2b)E] This action is non-final.

3)Cl Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4MB Claim(s) M is/are'pending. in the application.

4a) Of the above Claim(s)_ is/are withdrawn from consideration.

5):] Claim(s) __ is/are allowed.

6)IZI Claim(s) M is/are rejected.

7)D Claim(s)_ is/are objected to.

8):] Claim(s)_are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9):] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

10)|:I The drawing(s) filed on __ is/are: a)I:l accepted or b)I:| objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

11):] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO—152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12):] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)—(d) or ( ).

a)I:I All b)EI Some * c)l:l None of:

1:] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2:] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No._

3.|:I Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been reCeived in this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) [:1 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) [:1 Interview Summary (PTOv413)
2) E] Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper N0(S)/Mai| Date-_
3) [:1 information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/OB) 5) CI Notice of Informal Patent Application

Paper No(s)/Mai| Date . 6) D Other: .
US. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-326 Rev. 08-06 Office Action Summar Part of Pa No. ' ate 70814
< > _ v fixfiflpflii
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Application/Control Number: 10/947,755 Page 2

Art Unit: 2617

DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

1. ' The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112:

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of

making and using it. in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention.

2. Claims 36-70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to

comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter

which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to

one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed,

had possession of the claimed invention. Independent claims 36, 52, and 63 disclose a

portable electronic device displaying a graphical interface item comprising a name

associated with an audio file wherein the portable electronic device is communicatively

coupled to a different electronic device and the portable electronic device

communicates a representation of the graphical interface item to the different electronic

device for display on said different electronic device. This embodiment is not disclosed

in the specification. The specification discloses a portable electronic device containing

an audio file, wherein the portable electronic device is coupled toa different electronic

device which can receive and play the audio file of the portable electronic device

[paragraphs, 0049, 0066, 0091-0092]. There is no mention of transmitting the

' associated name information to the different electronic device and subsequently

displaying the information on the different electronic device. Further, figure 4 and

Samsung EX. 1319 p. 81
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Application/Control Number:‘10/947,755 ' Page 3

Art Unit: 2617 ‘

paragraph 0056 of the specification teach a graphical user interface in relation to

obtaining audio files via the Internet, but does not teach or suggest displaying a name

associated with an audio file on both the portable electronic device and a different

electronic device coupled to thefportable eleCtronic device.

Response to Arguments

3. Applicant's arguments filed July 6, 2007 have been fully considered but they are

not persuasive. Applicant has pointed out some portions of the specification to try to

justify the pending claims. However, the Examiner maintains that sufficient support is

not found that supports the comprehensive embodiment of the independent claims. The

specification discloses a portable electronic device displaying a graphical interface item,

coupling the portable electronic device to another electronic device to play audio files

stored on the portable electronic device on said another electronic device. The

specification does not adequately teach or disclose communicating a representation of

the graphical interface to said another electronic device for display, and wherein the

graphical interface item comprises a name associated with an audio file. Further, the

specification teaches that the electronic. device can communicate with an automobile

sound system and information is communicated from the electronic device to the

automobile sound system such that a user may listen to selected audio information

[paragraph 0092]. There is no teaching of transferring a graphical interface item to

display on the automobile sound system. Paragraph 0062 teaches that the radio dial

(graphical interface item) can be wirelessly communicated to an electronic device.

Samsung EX. 1319 p. 82
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Application/Control Number: 10/947,755 Page 4

Art Unit: 2617

However, there is no teaching of communicating a portable electronic device’s radio dial

to another electronic device that is coupled to the portable electronic device.

Conclusion

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within

TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is, not

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any

extension fee'pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later

than SIX‘MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action.

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Erika A. Gary whose telephone number is 571-272-

7841. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Charles Appiah can be reached on 571—272-7904. The fax phone number

for the organization. where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Application/Control Number: 10/947,755 I ‘ - Page 5
Art Unit: 2617

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished-applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair—direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

EAG .

August 14, 2007 PL!-
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CUSTOMER NO.

65550

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant(s): Russell W. White et al.

Title: System and Method for Connecting a Portable

MP3 Player to an Automobile Sound System (AS AMENDED)

App. No.: 10/947,755 Filed: 09/23/2004

Examiner: GARY, Erika A. Group Art Unit: 2617

Atty. Dkt No.: 111111.1111-2C Confirmation No.: 1751

M/S AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

REPLY TO NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION

Dear Commissioner:

In reply to the Non-Final Office Action mailed May 24, 2007, Applicants respectfully

request reconsideration of the present application and the allowance thereof:

Claim Amendments begin on page 2.

Remarks begin at page 8.

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile or electronically transmitted to the USPTO or
deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail, in an envelope
addressed to the Commissioner for Patents on _ July 6, 2007 _.

Laura H. Andre /laura h andre/
Signature
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CUSTOMER NO.

65550

CLAIM LISTING

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

application:

1-35 (Canceled)

36. (Previously presented) An audio system, comprising:

a portable electronic device having a display, a memory, and an audio file player;

a first portion of software saved at the portable electronic device and configured to

initiate a displaying of a graphical interface item on the display, the graphical

interface item comprising a name associated with an audio file saved in the

memory;

a mounting location on the portable electronic device that includes a physical interface

configured to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to a different

electronic device having an associated display; and

an other portion of software saved at the portable electronic device and configured to

communicate a representation of the graphical interface item to the different

electronic device via the physical interface to facilitate a displaying of the

representation on the associated display.

37. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the other portion of software is

filrther configured to communicate a collection of information to the different electronic

device via the physical interface such that a user can utilize the different electronic device

to navigate through a plurality of audio files.

38. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the different electronic device is an

automobile sound system component.

39. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the portable electronic device is a

cellular telephone.

Page 2 of 11 US. App. No.: 10/947,755
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40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

CUSTOMER NO.

65550

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, further comprising an automobile having a

sound system, wherein the different electronic device is a component of the automobile

sound system.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, further comprising a wireless

communication device configured to engage the physical interface and to

communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the different electronic device

via a wireless signal.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 41, wherein the wireless signal is

communicated as a locally transmitted signal at a frequency between 88 and 108 MHZ.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the name is a playlist name.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the name is a song title.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the name is an artist name.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the name is a user customized name

identifying a playlist that comprises the audio file.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the physical interface is fiarther

configured to couple the portable electronic device to the different electronic device such

that a power supply of the different electronic device provides power to the portable

electronic device.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the graphical interface item is

updateable by a user.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 48, further comprising a software application

configured to execute on a personal computer, wherein the software application is

Page 3 of 11 US. App. No.: 10/947,755
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CUSTOMER NO.

65550

configured to allow the user to update the graphical interface item of the portable

electronic device.

50. (Currently amended) The system of Claim 36, wherein the portable electronic device is

configured to communicate interface information to the different electronic device in

order to allow the user to view at least a partial representation of a €33: fH—ua )hicai user 

interface that includes the graphical interface item on the associated display, wherein the

 éflra hical user interface comprises a plurality of preprogrammed soft buttons that are

linked to respective audio information sources.

51. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the other portion of software is

filrther configured to communicate a collection of information to the different electronic

device via the physical interface such that a user can utilize the different electronic device

to select an audio file for playing.

52. (Previously presented) An audio system, comprising:

a portable electronic device that has a display, a memory, and a processor; and

software saved at the portable electronic device and configured to direct the portable

electronic device to save an audio file in the memory, to associate the audio file

with a name, to include the name in a graphical menu of available content, to

present the name on the display of the portable electronic device, and to

communicate a collection of information comprising the name to a different

electronic device that has an associated display such that a user can interact with

the different electronic device: (1) to navigate through a plurality of audio files;

(2) to view at least a portion of the graphical menu on the associated display,

wherein the portion comprises the name; and (3) to select an available audio file

for processing.

53. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, wherein the portable electronic device is a

cellular telephone.

Page 4 of 11 US. App. No.: 10/947,755
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54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

CUSTOMER NO.

65550

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, further comprising the different electronic

device, wherein the different electronic device is a home stereo component.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, further comprising the different electronic

device, wherein the different electronic device is an automobile stereo component.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, wherein the portable electronic device is

configured to communicate interface information to the different electronic device in

order to allow the user to view the graphical menu in its entirety on the associated

display.

(Currently amended) The system of Claim 56, wherein the graphical menu is a \‘\

Ora thicai user interface that has a plurality of preprogrammed soft buttons that are linked 

to respective audio information sources.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, further comprising a mounting location on

the portable electronic device that includes a physical interface configured to

communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the different electronic device.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 58, wherein the physical interface is configured

to couple a power supply associated with the different electronic device to a local power

supply of the portable electronic device.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, wherein the software is embedded in the

portable electronic device as firmware.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, wherein the memory is flash memory.

(Previously presented) The system of Claim 52, further comprising:

a mounting location on the portable electronic device that includes a physical interface

configured to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the

different electronic device; and

Page 5 of 11 US. App. No.: 10/947,755
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a mount configured to communicatively couple to the different electronic device and to

engage the physical interface.

63. (Currently amended) An audio system, comprising:

an automobile having a sound system that includes an electronic device with an

associated display and a user interface mechanism;

a mount communicatively coupled to the electronic device and configured to engage a

physical interface of a portable electronic device that has a display, a memory, a

processor, and software saved at the portable electronic device and configured to

direct the portable electronic device to save an audio file in the memory, to

associate the audio file with a name, to include the name in a menu of available

content, to present the name on the display of the portable electronic device, and

to communicate a collection of information comprising the name to the electronic

 device such that a user can interact with the \ :telectronic device: (1) to

navigate through a plurality of audio files; (2) to view at least a partial

representation of the menu on the associated display; and (3) to select an available

audio file for processing; and

wherein the electronic device is configured to receive the collection of information and to

present the partial representation of the menu on the associated display.

64. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 63, wherein the electronic device is configured

to receive the collection of information and to present the name on the associated display

by software embedded in the electronic device as firmware.

65. (Currently amended) The system of Claim 63, wherein the partial representation of the menu

is presented on the associated display as a <§§§§¥~graplgi593_l__3gs53;interfaceuthat has a

plurality of preprogrammed soft buttons that are linked to respective audio information

sources.

66. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 65, wherein the associated display is a touch

screen display and the touch screen display is the user interface mechanism.

Page 6 of 11 US. App. No.: 10/947,755
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67. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 66, wherein the user interface mechanism

allows the user to navigate through a plurality of audio files saved in the memory and to

select the audio file for processing.

68. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 63, wherein the user interface mechanism

allows the user to navigate through the plurality of audio files and to select the available

audio file for processing.

69. New) The s istcm of Claim 63 wherein the associated dis lav and the. user interface  

mechanism are ii‘lteqrated into a console ofthe automobile. 

70. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 69, wherein a portion of the mount that is

configured to engage the physical interface of the portable electronic device is not

integrated into the console, further comprising a cable at least partially couples the

portion of the mount that is configured to engage the physical interface of the portable

electronic device and an other portion of the mount that is communicatively coupled to

the electronic device.
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REMARKS

Applicants thank Examiner Gary for the Non-final Office Action mailed May 24, 2007.

Applicants have reviewed the Office Action and have corrected Claims 50, 57, 63, and 65.

Applicants have also added a Claim 69 and respectfully offer the following remarks.

Objections

On Page 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner objected to Applicants’ use of the acronym

GUI in lieu of the actual words “graphical user interface.” Applicants have amended Claims 50,

57, and 65 to replace “GUI” with “graphical user interface.” Applicants respectfully request

removal of the objection.

On Page 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner objected to Applicants’ use of “the

different electronic device” in Claim 63. Applicants have corrected Claim 63 as suggested in the

Office Action to replace “the different electronic device” with “the electronic device.”

Applicants respectfully request removal of the objection.

On Page 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner correctly notes that Applicants forgot to

include Claim 69. Claim 69 has been added. Applicants respectfiJlly request removal of the

objection.

Rejections

On Pages 3 and 4 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejects Claims 36-70 under 35

U.S.C. 112, first paragraph and states that the claims fail to comply with the written description

requirement. Applicants respectfully disagree and traverse this rejection.

The Examiner suggests that the specification does not teach or suggest the existence of a

graphical interface item that: (1) links a name to an audio file; and, (2) is communicated to and

used by different devices. Applicants respectfully disagree. The Examiner also points out that

the disclosed graphical user interface of Figure 4 and the description included in paragraph

[0056] describe a GUI for obtaining audio files from the Internet. Applicants disagree slightly

with the Examiner’s characterization of Figure 4. While Figure 4 does illustrate a GUI 400 that

Page 8 of 11 US. App. No.: 10/947,755
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includes several graphical elements that may be used to assist a user in obtaining audio files from

the Internet, at least two of the items included in Figure 4 deserve special attention — namely,

radio dial 412 and program interface 413.

Radio dial 412 is one example of a relatively complex graphical interface. Other

graphical interfaces may not need to be as complex. As mentioned in the specification quotes

presented below, radio dial 412 includes user-defined names that are linked to available audio

sources such as playlists of stored MP3 files. radio dial 412 was specifically described as a

customizable user interface application that can be communicated to and used by several

different types of electronic devices.

In one of the described embodiments, a user is allowed to access a web page (e. g., GUI

400). At the web page, the user is allowed to create and update a menu of named links (depicted

as soft station buttons in radio dial 412). The menu is then sent as part of radio dial 412 to

various electronic devices where radio dial 412 operates as a user interface for the various

devices. In practice, communicating a radio dial-like interface application to different devices

allows a user to interact with a somewhat familiar and consistent interface — no matter what

device the user is then using to access available content. Please consider, for example, the

following:

“[R]adio dial 412 surpasses the limitations of conventional systems through providing

a programmable radio dial of user customized audio information. Radio dial 412 includes

several stations that may be programmed using program interface 413. The preset stations

may include several different types of user customized preset information such as user selected

playlists or other information associated with audio information.” [0061]

Importantly, “Radio dial 412 may also be displayed as a separate user interface and in

some embodiments does not require a browsing environment to view radio dial 412. For

example, an electronic device having a display may graphically present radio dial 412 to

a user. On example may be using electronic device in association with an automobile audio

system.” [0062]
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In ractice “a user can communicate selective information to several devices without7

having to download the information separately for each device.” [0060]

In practice, “Radio dial 412 may be operable as an application for use With several

different types of electronic devices operable to display radio dial 412 and in some

embodiments may be wirelessly communicated to an electronic device.” [0062]

While the particular embodiment described in the last quote mentions the use of wireless

communications to send radio dial 412 from one device to another, the specification frequently

mentions that communications between devices can occur wirelessly or via a cable. For

example, the specification later mentions that “information may be Wirelessly

communicated to the PDA device [or] communicated to a PDA device via a hard Wire

coupled to a computer system” [0093].

Moreover, in the automobile-centric embodiment of Figure 9, a wireline connection is

shown as the communication medium between two electronic devices — namely, a portable

electronic device and an automobile sound system component. In Figure 9, “[e]lectronic device

907 may communicate with the [car’s sound] system via interface cable 911.” [0092]. As

such, “information communicated to electronic device 907 may be transferred to [the car’s

sound] system 901 such that a user may listen to selected audio information.” [0092]. As shown,

the display of system 901 is not large enough to present an entire version of radio dial 412 and

instead only presents a portion of the dial — namely, the user defined name 98.1.

Applicants submit that the above discussion, by itself, clearly illustrates that the

specification supports the currently pending claims. With that said, there are additional passages

that support the claims. While applicants consider the above quotes to be more than sufficient,

applicants do not consider the above listing to be exhaustive.

Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the current 112 rejections and full

allowance of all pending claims.
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CONCLUSION

The Applicants respectfully submit that the present application is in condition for

allowance, and an early indication of the same is courteously solicited. The Examiner is

respectfully requested to contact the undersigned by telephone at the below listed telephone

number in order to expedite resolution of any issues and to expedite passage of the present

application to issue, if any comments, questions, or suggestions arise in connection with the

present application.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees that may be required, or credit

any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 50-3797.

 

Respectfially submitted,

_/Russell W White/ _July 6, 2007

Russell W. White; Reg. No. 45,691 Date

LARSON NEWMAN ABEL POLANSKY & WHITE, LLP

5914 W. Courtyard Dr., Suite 200

Austin, Texas 78730

(512) 439-7100 (phone)

(512) 439-7199 (fax)
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Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description

Document Description

Amendment - After Non-Final Rejection

Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes):

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,

characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt
similar to a Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see

37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date

shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions

of 35 U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the

application as a national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt,
in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary

components for an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the

International Application Number and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due

course, subject to prescriptions concerning national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement

Receipt will establish the international filing date of the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE .
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box I450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www.usplo.gov

  
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

10/947,755 WHITE ET AL.

Office Action Summary Examine, Art Unit

Erika A- Gary 2617 -
- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address —

Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1. 136(3). In no event, however. may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply ls specified above. the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will. by statute. cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even If timely filed. may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

DIX Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 March 2007.

2a)[j This action is FINAL. 2mm This action is non-final.

3)|:] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD.» 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4)IX] Claim(s) §6-_70 is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above Claim(s) __ is/are withdrawn from consideration.

5)[:] Claim(s)_ is/are allowed.

6)IZ Claim(s) M is/are rejected.

7)E] Claim(s) __ is/are objected to.

8)I:J Claim(s)_are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9):] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

10)I:I The drawing(s) filed on_ is/are: a)I:l accepted or b)[:] objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

1)[] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12):] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)—(d) or (f).

a)[:] All b)E] Some * c)E] None of:

1.I:] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2.[:] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No._

31:] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

" See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

 
Attachment(s)

1) [:1 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) E] Interview Summary (PTO-413)
2) E] Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. __
3) [:1 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/OB) 5) I] Notice 0f Informal Patent Application

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) I] Other:

US. Patent and Trademark Office .
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office Action Summary Part of P r N . 'l Dat 70522
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Application/Control Number: 10/947,755 Page 2

Art Unit: 2617

DETAILED ACTION

Claim Objections

1. Claims 50, 57, and 66 are objected to because of thefollowing informalities: the

acronym GUI should be spelled out in the claim before the use of the acronym.

Appropriate correction is required.

2. Claim 63 is objected to because of the following informalities: “the different

electronic device" should be “the electronic device". Appropriate correction is required.

3. Claim 69 is objected to because of the following informalities: the claim is

missing. Appropriate correction is required.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 USC. 112:

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall

set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention.

5. Claims 36-70 are rejected under 35 USC 112, first paragraph, as failing to

comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter

which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to

one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed,

had possession of the claimed invention. Independent claims 36, 52, and 63 disclose a
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portable electronic device displaying a graphical interface item comprising a name

associated with an audio file wherein the portable electronic device is communicatively

coupled to a different electronic device and the portable electronic device

communicates a representation of the graphical interface item to the different electronic

device for display on said different electronic device. This embodiment is not disclosed

in the specification. The specification discloses a portable electronic device containing

an audio file, wherein the portable electronic device is coupled to a different electronic

device which can receive and play the audio file of the portable electronic device

[paragraphs, 0049, 0066, 0091-0092]. There is no mention of transmitting the

associated name information to the different electronic device and subsequently

displaying the information on the different electronic device. Further, figure 4 and

paragraph 0056 of the specification teach a graphical user interface in relation to

obtaining audio files via the Internet, but does not teach or suggest displaying a name

associated with an audio file on both the portable electronic device and a different

electronic device coupled to the portable electronic device.

Conclusion

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Erika A. Gary whose telephone number is 571—272-

7841. The examiner can normally be reached on MOnday-Thursday.
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Application/Control Number: 10/947,755 Page 4
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Charles Appiah can be reached on 571-272-7904. The fax phone number

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see httpz/lpair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

EAG

May 22, 2007
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REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION(RCE)TRANSMITTAL

(Submitted Only via EFS-Web)

Appl'cat'on 10947755 2004—09—23 D°°ket Number 111111.1111—20
Number (if applicable)

F"5t Name‘j Russell W. White Exammer GARY= Erika A-lnventor Name

 

 

This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.1 14 of the above-identified application.
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 8,
1995, or to any design application. The Instruction Sheet for this form is located at WWW.USPTO.GOV

SUBMISSION REQUIRED UNDER 37 CFR1.114
 

Note: If the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order
in which they were filed unless applicant instructs otherwise. If applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendment(s)
entered, applicant must request non—entry of such amendment(s). 

I:I Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action may be considered as asubmission even if this box is not checked.

|:| Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on

|:| Other

E Enclosed

Amendmentheply

|:| Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)

|:| Affidavit(s)l Declaration(s)

|:| Other
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

I:I Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for a period of months(Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17(i) required)

|:| Other
 

FEES

The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed.
The Director is hereby authorized to charge any underpayment of fees, or credit any overpayments, to
Deposit Account No 503797

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 

Patent Practitioner Sig nature

|:| Applicant Signature
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Signature of Registered U.S. Patent Practitioner

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.114. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to
file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is
estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time
will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for
reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, US. Patent and Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce,
PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313—1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1—800—PTO—9199 and select option 2.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the

attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be

advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information

solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the US. Patent and Trademark Office

is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested

information, the US Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may

result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information

Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the

Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record 5.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a

court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement

negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a

request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the

Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need

for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the

requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records

may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of

National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,

or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to

recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and

2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this

purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of

the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may

be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an

application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is

referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law

enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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IN THE SPECIFICATION

Please amend the Specification with the following replacement paragraphs:

[0001] This is a continuation application of‘U.S.i Patent Application No- 09/53 7,812 filed

on March 28, 2000, now US. Patent No. 7.187.947. Issued March 6. 2007. the entirety of which

is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

[0092} During operation, electronic device 907 may be mounted within interface 904,

Electronic device 907 may also be powered or recharged via power line 910 and communicate

with the systems audio system via interface cable or bus line 911. Audio information

communicated to electronic device 907 may be transferred to audio system 901 such that a user

may iisten to seiected audio information. For example, a user may have previously seiected a

plurality of" audio files to be transmitted to electronic device 907. Electronic device @905 may

communicate the selected audio information to the automobiles audio system that utiiizes

interface 901 thereby allowing the user to iisten to selected audio information. In one

embodiment, cabie 908 may be custom-installed to audio system 901,. For example, the cable

may be coupled to an auxiliary iine for the system’s radio or may be coupled to CD piayer line

912,
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CLAIM LISTING

This listing of ciaims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

application:

1—35 (Canceled)

36,. (New) An audio system, comprising:

a portable electronic device having a display, a memory, and an audio file player;

a first portion of software saved at the portable electronic device and configured to

initiate a displaying of a graphical interface item on the display, the graphical

interface item comprising a name associated with an audio file saved in the

memory;

a mounting location on the portabie eiectronic device that includes a physical interface

configured to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to a different

electronic device having an associated dispiay; and

an other portion of software saved at the portable eiectronic device and configured to

communicate a representation of the graphical interface item to the different

electronic device via the physical interface to facilitate a displaying of the

representation on the associated display.

37. (New) The system of Claim 36, wherein the other portion of software is further configured

to communicate a collection of information to the different eiectronic device via the

physical interface such that a user can utiiize the different electronic device to navigate

through a pluraiity of audio files.

.38.) (New) The system of Claim 36, wherein the different electronic device is an automobile

sound system component.

39. (New) The system of Claim .36, wherein the portabie electronic device is a ceilular

telephone"
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40.

41.

42.

4.3 .

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.
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(New) The system of Claim .36, further comprising an automobile having a sound system,

wherein the different electronic device is a component of the automobile sound system.

(New) The system ofClairn 36, further comprising a wireless communication device

configured to engage the physical interface and to communicativeiy couple the portable

electronic device to the different electronic device via a wireless signal.

(New) The system of Claim 41, wherein the wireless signal is communicated as a locally

transmitted signal at a frequency between 88 and 108 MHZ.

(New) The system of Claim 36, wherein the name is a playlist name.

. (New) The system of Claim 36, wherein the name is a song title.

(New) The system of Ciaim 36, wherein the name is an artist name,

(New) The system of Claim 36, wherein the name is a user customized name identifying a

playlist that comprises the audio file.

(New) The system of Claim 36, wherein the physical interface is further configured to

couple the portable electronic device to the different electronic device such that a power

supply of the different electronic device provides power to the portable electronic device.

(New) The system of Claim .36, wherein the graphical interface item is updateable by a user-

(New) The system of Claim 48, further comprising a software application configured to

execute on a personal computer, wherein the software application is configured to allow

the user to update the graphical interface item of the portable electronic device.

(New) The system of Claim 36, wherein the portable electronic device is configured to

communicate interface information to the different electronic device in order to allow the

user to view at least a partial representation of a GUI that includes the graphical interface

Samsiigaaai’snm
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item on the associated display, wherein the GUI comprises a plurality of preprogrammed

soft buttons that are linked to respective audio information sources.

51. (New) The system of Claim 36, wherein the other portion of software is further configured

to communicate a collection ofinformation to the different electronic device via the

physical interface such that a user can utilize the different electronic device to select an

audio file for playing.

52. (New) An audio system, comprising:

a portable electronic device that has a display, a memory, and a processor; and

software saved at the portable electronic device and configured to direct the portable

electronic device to save an audio file in the memory, to associate the audio file

with a name, to include the name in a graphical menu of available content, to

present the name on the display of the portable electronic device, and to

communicate a collection of information comprising the name to a different

electronic device that has an associated display such that a user can interact with

the different electronic device: (1) to navigate through a plurality of audio files;

(2) to View at least a portion of the graphical menu on the associated display,

wherein the portion comprises the name; and (3) to select an avaiiable audio file

for processing.

5.3. (New) The system of Claim 52, wherein the portable electronic device is a cellular

telephone.

54. (New) The system of Claim 52, further comprising the different electronic device, wherein

the different electronic device is a home stereo component.

55. (New) The system of'Claim 5.2, further comprising the different electronic device, wherein

the different electronic device is an automobile stereo component.
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56. (New) The system of‘Claim 52, wherein the portable electronic device is configured to

communicate interface information to the different electronic device in order to allow the

user to view the graphical menu in its entirety on the associated display.

57. (New) The system of Claim 56, wherein the graphical menu is a GUI that has a plurality of

prepmgrammed soft buttons that are linked to respective audio information sources.

58. (New) The system of Claim 52, further comprising a mounting location on the portable

electronic device that includes a physical interface configured to communicatively couple

the portable electronic device to the different electronic device.

59. (New) The system of Claim 58, wherein the physical interface is configured to couple a

power supply associated with the different electronic device to a local power supply of

the portable electronic device.

60. (New) The system of Claim 52, wherein the software is embedded in the portable electronic

device as firmware.

61. (New) The system of Claim 52, wherein the memory is flash memory.

62. (New) The system of Claim 5.2, further comprising:

a mounting location on the portable electronic device that includes a physical interface

configured to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the

different electronic device; and

a mount configured to communicatively couple to the different electronic device and to

engage the physical interface.

63. (New) An audio system, comprising:

an automobile having a sound system that includes an electronic device with an

associated dispiay and a user interface mechanism;

a mount communicatively coupled to the electronic device and configured to engage a

physical interface of a portable electronic device that has a display, a memory, a

Pm 6 a“ E Samsdjrngflxiqol?) 1106913175112
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processor, and software saved at the portable electronic device and configured to

direct the portable electronic device to save an audio file in the memory, to

associate the audio file with a name, to include the name in a menu of available

content, to present the name on the display of the portable electronic device, and

to communicate a collection of information comprising the name to the electronic

device such that a user can interact with the different electronic device: (1) to

navigate through a plurality of audio files; (2) to view at least a partial

representation of the menu on the associated display; and (3) to select an available

audio file for processing; and

wherein the electronic device is configured to receive the collection of information and to

present the partial representation of the menu on the associated display.

64. (New) The system of Claim 63, wherein the electronic device is configured to receive the
collection of information and to present the name on the associated display by software

embedded in the electronic device as firmware.

65. (New) The system of Claim 63, wherein the partial representation of the menu is presented
on the associated display as a GUI that has a plurality of preprogrammed soft buttons that

are linked to respective audio information sources.

66. (New) The system of Claim 65, wherein the associated display is a touch screen display and

the touch screen display is the user interface mechanism.

67. (New) The system of Claim 66, wherein the user interface mechanism allows the user to

navigate through a plurality of audio files saved in the memory and to select the audio file

for processing.

68. (New) The system of Claim 63, wherein the user interface mechanism allows the user to

navigate through the plurality of audio files and to select the available audio file for

processing.
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70“ (New) The system of'Claim 69, wherein a portion of the mount that is configured to engage

the physical interface of the sortable electronic device is not integrated into the console,

further comprising a cable at least partially couples the portion of‘the mount that is

configured to engage the physical interface of the portable electronic device and an other

portion of the mount that is communicatively coupled to the electronic device

mg“ 8 m H Samsujrig $3311064[7351514
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REMARKS

The Finai Ofiice Action mailed February 27, 2007 has been received and considered. in

this Request for Coatinuing Examination, claims 1‘35 have been canceled without prejudice or

disclaimer, Claims 36~70 have been added, Support for the new claims can be found in the

specification of the parent application (US. patent application Ser. No. 09/537,812 filed March

28, 2000, now US. Patent No. 7,187,947, ISSued March 6, 2007), from which this application

ciaims priority,

New Claims

To advance prosecution of this case, claims l~35 have been canceled without prejudice or

disclaimer. In addition, each ofnewly added claims 36~70 recite elements not disclosed or

suggested by any of the cited references.

For exampie, claim .36 recites a portable electronic device that has a memory and a

display and is “configured to initiate a displaying of a graphical interface item on the display, the

graphical interface item comprising a name associated with an audio file saved in the memory,”

Claim 36 also recites “software saved at the portable electronic device and configured to

communicate a representation of the graphical interface item to the different electronic device

via the physical interface to facilitate a displaying of the representation on the associated display

{of a different electronic device],”

In practice, a graphical interface item (which could be, for exampie, Radio dial 412 of

Fig. 4) includes a name that is associated with a given audio file, The graphical interface item

can be viewed on the display of a first electronic device (eg, the portable electronic device).

And, at least some part of the graphical interface item can be viewed on a display of'a different

electronic device (eg, a car stereo). As explained in the Specification, providing a graphicai

interface of music choices that can be shown on displays of several different types of electronic

devices allows a user to be familiar with and to comfortably navigate through and select songs

from the different types of devices -— even in an automobile environment. Moreover, as claimed

in pending claim 50, elements of a given graphical interface may be “preprogrammabie” -

allowing the user to customize the display that appears on various electronic devices,
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This limitation, and others as well, are missing from the cited art. For example, in the

earlier Actions, the Examiner considered the laptop-like device of Looney (e.g., unit 700 of Figs.

18 and 19) to be the portable electronic device. The Looney system requires a user to interact

with the laptop-like device (e. g., keyboard 704 or microphone 766, which are both integrated

into the laptop-like device) and to use the laptop-like device’s screen (e.g., display 702) to

navigate through files, to View names, and to select an audio file for processing. There is no

suggestion that the graphical user screens of Looney or any portions of those screens are to be

shared by two different kinds of devices.

In light of the above, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the outstanding

rejections and reconsideration of the claims.

Previous Objections & Rejections

In the Final Office Action mailed February 27, 2007, the Office Objected to informalities

in the specification. These informalities have been addressed above. Applicants believe the

objection has been overcome and respectfully request its removal.

In the Final Office Action mailed February 27, 2007, the Office rejected claims 1-35

based on Looney (US. Patent No. 6,232,539), Sorscher (US. Patent No. 4,807,292), and several

instances of Official Notice. The Office took Official Notice that: (1) “it is well known in the art

to connect accessory devices to this port,” (2) “it is well known in the art for cellular telephones

to include music playback functionality and for cellular telephones to be connected to an

automobile sound system,” and, (3) “pausing the playing of audio content and outputting audio

information represented by a received incoming cellular signal is well known in the art.”

Applicants respectfully traverse each of the rejections included in the February 27, 2007

Action. Applicants also object to each and every taking of Official Notice included in the

February 27, 2007 Action. If the Examiner elects to reassert a rejection that would include a

taking of Official Notice similar to the ones described above, Applicants request that the

Examiner either produce a reference with a clear suggestion to combine the reference or allow

the claim. In light of the new claims and the canceling of the old claims, Applicants respectfully
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assert that the earlier rejections are moot and that the claims are allowable over the earlier cited

art.

CONCLUSION

The Applicants respectfully submit that the present application is in condition for

allowance, and an early indication of' the same is courteously solicited. The Examiner is

respectfully requested to contact the undersigned by telephone at the beiow listed telephone

number in order to expedite resolution of any issues and to expedite passage of the present

application to issue, if‘any comments, questions, or suggestions arise in connection with the

present application.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees that may be required, or credit

any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 50-3797,.

Respectfully submitted,

/Russell W White/ March 19, 2007

Russell W. White; Reg. No, 45,691 Date
LARSON NEWMAN ABEL POL-ANSKY & WHITE, LLP

5914 W. Courtyard Dr“, Suite 200

Austin, Texas 78730

(512) 439-7100 (phone)

(512) 439—7199 (fax)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

10/947,755 WHITE ET AL.

Office Action Summary Examine, Art Unit

Erika A. Gary 2617

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --

Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event. however. may a reply be timelyifiled
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
It NO period for replyIs specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will. by statute cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U. S. C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication even if timelyII" led may reduce anyearned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1. 704(b)

Status

”X Responsive to 'communication(s) filed on 11/27/06.

2a)® This action is FINAL. 2b)l:l This action is non-final.

3)I:l Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4)IX] Claim(s) @ is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above Claim(s) __ is/are withdrawn from consideration.

5)I:I Claim(s) __' is/are allowed.

6)E Claim(s) fl is/are rejected.

7)[:] Claim(s) __ is/are objected to.

8)E] Claim(s)_are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9):] The specification is objected to by the Examiner. ,

'10)l:l The drawing(s) filed on __ is/are: 8):] accepted or b)[:] objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d).

11)I:| The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12):] AcknowledgmentIs made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)—(d) or (f).
a)[:l All ml] Some c)E] None of:

LI] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.EI Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) El Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) [3 Interview Summary (PTO-413)
2) [I Notice of Draftsperson'5 Patent Drawing Review (PTO--948) Paper N0($)/M3I' Date. __
3) E Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) I:I Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152)

Paper No(s)/Mai| Date_. ‘ 6) D Other:
US. Patent and Trademrk Office

PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) Office Action Summary Sgfilfflflfigifi§am9fie a@40221
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Application/Control Number: 10/947,755 I Page 2
Art Unit: 2617

DETAILED ACTION

Specification

- 1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: in paragraph

0092, “Electronic device 905" should be “Electronic device 907".

Appropriate correction is required.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 USC. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United
States.

3. Claims 1-10, 12-18, 21-28, and 30-35 are rejected under 35 USC. 102(b) as

being anticipated by Looney et al., US Patent Number 6,232,539 (hereinafter Looney).

Regarding claims 1, 12, 13, 15, 17, 24, 30, and 31, Looney discloses an audio

system comprising: a portable electronic device having a display, a memory, an audio

file player, and a housing component a least partially defining a cavity in which the

memory and the audio file player are secured, the portable electronic device operable to

be used independent of the audio system; a playlist engine operable to maintain a first

playlist and a second playlist, wherein the first playlist is operable to include a selection

of audio content having a corresponding audio file saved in the memory; an automobile ,

having an automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and an in dash sound
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system component operable to be coupled to the portable electronic device via a cable;

the in dash sound system component comprising a selector operable to allow a user to

select the first playlist for outputting via the speaker; and the cable being

communicatively coupled between the portable electronic device and the in dash sound

system, wherein the cable is'coupled _to each of the portable electronic device and the in

dash sound system at a single interconnection point, and wherein the cable includes a

conductive element for providing power to the portable electronic device, the cable

further operable to charge a rechargeable power supply of the portable electronic ’

device [col. 2: lines 6-61;‘col. 4: lines 35-44; col. 5: lines 12-41; col. 6: lines 42-45; col.

9: lines‘16-17;_col. 13: lines 7-46]. ‘ '

Regarding claims 2, 4, 14, 16, and 32, Looney discloses the portable electronic

device is an MP3 player and the cable communicates a processed digital representation

of the selection of audio content to the in dash sound system component [col. 6: lines
42-46].

Regarding claims 3, 25, 28, and 33-35, Looney discloses the initiating playing of

playlist in response to detecting the selection of a button selector wherein the button

selector is a virtual button, comprising a graphical user interface element presented on

a touch screen that is removable from the automobile sound system [col. 2: lines 21-25;

col. 9: lines 57-63].

Regarding clams 5, 6, and 26, Looney discloses a second selector operable to

allow the user to select the second playlist for outputting via the speaker, wherein the

second selector is a second button [co|. 10: lines 19-28].
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Regarding claims 7 and 21, Looney discloses a playlist generator to generate the

first playlist to be presented by the in dash sound system component [col. 9: lines 57-

63].

Regarding claim 8, Looney discloses the in dash sound system component is

fixed in a first location and the cable is routed to allow the portable electronic device to

be located in a different location [col 13: lines 15-19].

Regarding claims 9 and 10, Looney disclose the single interconnection point in

each of the portable electronic device and the in dash sound system is a port [col. 13:

. lines 7-29].

Regarding claim 18, Looney discloses installing the cable at a rear portion of the

automobile sound system component [fig. 22].

Regarding claim 22, Looney discloses the information is selected from a group

consisting of a-playlist name, a playlist number, a song title, a song genre, and a

performing artist [col. 2: lines 18-20].

Regarding claim 23, Looney discloses a graphical representation of the

information to the user [col. 2: lines 21-22].

4. Claims 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by

Sorscher, US Patent Number 4,807,292 (hereinafter Sorscher).

Regarding claims 12-16, Sorscher discloses an audio system comprising: a

portable electronic device having a display, a memory, an audio file player, and a

housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the memory and the
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audio file player are secured, the pOrtable electronic device operable to be used

independent of the audio system; a device interface system that comprises a sound

system connector and a device connector; the sound system connector operable to

communicatively couple the device interface system to a sound system at a single

interconnection point in the sound system; and the device connector operable to

releasably engage the portable electronic device such that a contact portion of the

device interface system contacts a conductive element of the portable electronic device

to form at least a portion of a communication path operable to interconnect the sound

system and the portable electronic device, the device connector further operable to

connect a power source to recharge a rechargeable power supply of the portable

eleCtronic device [fig. 3; col. 1: lines 23-26; col. 2: lines 10-36]. Sorscher also discloses

an automobile sound system comprising a speaker and an in dash sound system,

wherein the sound system comprises a portable radio. Sorscher further discloses a

cable operable to provide power to the portable electronic device. Sorscher also

discloses the audio content is a streaming audio format [col. 1: lines 23-26; col. 2: lines

10-36].

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.
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6. Claims 11, 19, 20, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Looney. I

Regarding claims 11 and 20, Looney does not specifically disclose that the port

is a compact disk player interconnect point. However, the Examiner takes Official

Notice that it is well known in the art to connect accessory devices to this port. At the

time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in heart to

modify Looney to include this feature. The motivation would have been to ‘specifically

point out the type of port used. The specific port type, however, lacks criticality to the

overall function of the invention.

Regarding claim 19, Looney does not specifically disclose that the portable

electronic device is a cellular telephone. However, the Examiner takes Official Notice

that it is well known in the art for cellular telephones to include music playback

functionality and for cellular phones to be connected to an automobile sound system.

Regarding claim 29, Looney does not specifically disclose pausing the playing of

audio content and outputting audio information represented by a received incoming

cellular signal. However, the Examinertakes Official Notice that this feature is well

known in the art. The motivation for this modification would have been to discontinue

music output to inform a user of an incoming call through the automobile sound system.

Response to Arguments

7. Applicant's arguments filed 11/27/06 have been fully considered but they are not

persuasive. Applicant argues that Looney does not teach the cable coupling the
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portable electronic device and the in dash sound system at a single connection point.

However, the Examiner disagrees as Looney teaches that the cable (wires 764) connect

the portable electronic device (display) with a power source that can be part of the main

audio system. Also, figures 21 and 22 show the wires 764 as one cable. It is inherent

in the art that a cable includes more than one wire inside. Applicant also argues that

Looney does not teach a button selector operably coupled to the automobile sound

system. However, the Examiner disagrees, as it is inherent for an automobile sound

system to include buttons to allow control of music playback (i.e. volume button, on/off

button, etc.). Further, the button selector is “operably coupled" to the automobile sound

system. Therefore, the button can be interpreted as the button on the portable

electronic device. Further, claims 25, 34 and 35 allude to the button being on the

portable electronic device and not on the actual in dash sound system.

Regarding Sorscher, Applicant argues that the reference does not teach coupling

the portable electronic device and the in dash sound system at a single connection

point. However, the Examiner disagrees and Sorscher teaches this in figure 3,

references 42 and 44 and column, lines 10-36].

Conclusion

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(3) will be calculated from the mailing date of

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later

than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action.

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Erika A. Gary whose telephone number is 571-272-

7841. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Charles Appiah can be reached on 571-272-7904. The fax phone number

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding theistatus of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair—direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.
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4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 5 Applicant is to place a check mark here if
English language translation is attached.
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Application Number 10947755 

Filing Date 2004-09-23 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

First Named Inventor Russell W. White 

, _ Art Unit | 2617
( Not for submissmn under 37 CFR 1.99)
  Examiner Name GARY, Erika A.  
Attorney Docket Number I 111111.1111-2C 

 
CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication

|:| from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the

information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification

after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure

statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

|:| See attached certification statement.

|:| Fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

None

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the

form of the signature.

Sig nature lrussell w white/ Date (YYYY-M M-DD) 2007-01-23

NamelPrint Russell W. White Registration Number 45691 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the

public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR

1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed

application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you

require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, US.

Patent and Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND

FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

 

 
The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the

attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised

that: (1 } the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited

is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the US Patent and Trademark Office is to

process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested

information, the US Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may

result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act

(5 U.S.C. 552} and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the

Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a

court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement

negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a

request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the

Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for

the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the

requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records

may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant

to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of

National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or

his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to

recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and

2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this

purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the

application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be

disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application

which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a

published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law

enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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“—

——

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE AUDIO

mm M Invent'on: PLAYER TO AN AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM

“—

Payment information:

File Listing:

Document . . . . Multi PagesDocument Description m We SIze(Bytes) Part /.zip (ifapp|.)

 
Information Disclosure Statement(IDS) Filed 111111-1111-2C_SBOSA.pdf 771926 .-

Warnings:
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Information:

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,

characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt
similar to a Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see

37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date

shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions

of 35 U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the

application as a national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt,
in due course.
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,_.__7A_'ng.~.ggzo/cvs WED 16:46 FAX 713 229 1522 BAKERBOTI‘SLLP .001

BAKER BOTTS up 3312335315" 3231"?
fair recerpl will not be tonfi‘rmedby phone unless requesleri HOUSTON. TEXAS DUBAI770024995 HONG KONG

HOUSTON
+1 713.229.1234 [ONDON

RECEIVED FA; +1713.220.1522 MOSCOW
CENTRAL FAX CENTER www.bckerbotts.com NEW YORKRlYADH

DEC 2 fl 2006 WASH'NGON

FROM Roger Fulghum VOlCE NO. (713) 229-1707
DATE December 20, 2006 FAX NO. (713) 229-2707
PAGES 6 (including cover! RETURN TO Roger Fulghum

TO Examiner Erika A. Gary FAX NO. (571) 273-8300
US. Patent and Trademark Office VOICE NO. (571) 272-7841

____.—_..—-—————-—————————-—-——_"——

MESSAGE

Please direct this facsimile to patent examiner Examiner Erika A. Gary in Art Unit 2617. This
facsimile concerns the following patent application:

Serial No. 10/947,755

Applicant: Russell W. White, et 21].

Filed: September 23, 2004

Invention: System and Method for Connecting a Portable Audio Player to an Automobile Sound
System

 

Notice of Confidentiality
The information contained in and transmitted with this facsimile is: 1. Subject to the Attomey-client Privilege; 2. Attorney Work Product: or 3. Confidential. It is
intended only for the individual or entity designated above. You are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying, or use of or reliance upon the
information contained in and transmitted with this facsimile by or to anyone other than the recipient designated above by the sender is unauthorized and strictly
prohibited. Ityou have received this facsimile in error. please notify Baker Botts L.L. P. by telephone at 713.229.1730 immediately. Any facsimile enormously
transmitted to you should be immediately returned to the sender by U. 3. Mail or, if authorization is granted by the sender, destroyed.

o
If ou do not receive all

4 ILUNG NO.

HOU032968819

    - es. .Iease call: 713.229. 1730 or 713.229.1621 for assistance.

TTORNEY/EMPLOYEE NO. 02218 RlTICAL DEADLINE, SEND BY-   
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DEC 2 0 2006

 

 

 
 

PATENT

111111.1111-2C
 

 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.6(d) and 1.8, I hereby certify that l have information and a
reasonable basis for belief that this correspondence will be transmitted by facstmile to
telephone number (571) 273-8300 on December 20, 2006.

Signature

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE -

In re patent application of:

Russell W.White, et a1.

Serial No.: 10/947,755 Group No.3 2617

Filed: September 23, 2004 Examiner: Gary, Erika A.

For: System and Method for Connecting a

Portable Audio Player to an

Automobile Sound System

moonwomwwwnmomcmmom
Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Applicants respectfully request, pursuant to 37 CPR. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, that

the art listed on the attached PTO-1449 form be considered and cited in the examination of the

above-identified application. Pursuant to 37 CPR. §§1.97(g) and (h), no representation is made

that these references are material to the patentability of the present application. In accordance

with the guidance provided in 1276 Off. Gaz. Pat. Off. 55, copies of the US patents identified in

the attached PTO-1449 are not included herewith.

The information disclosure statement submitted herewith is being submitted

before the mailing of the earliest of a notice of allowance or a final office action. Applicants

12/21/2995 NHGUYEHI BBBIBIIG 620333 10947755

HOU0321090300 91 “31396 189.88 DA
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'12/2'0/06 WED 16:47 FAX 713 229 1522 BAKERBO'I'I‘SLLP HECENED I003

CENTRAL FAX semen

DEC 2 fl 2006

hereby authorize and instruct the US. Patent and Trademark Office to charge Deposit Account

No. 02—0383 (matter 1 l l l 11.11 1 1—2C) in the amount of$180.00 for the filing of this information

disclosure statement. Applicants hereby authorize and instruct the US. Patent and Trademark

Office to charge Deposit Account No.02-0383 (matter 111111.1111-2C) for any additional

charges necessary for the filing of this response.

Respectfully submitted,

6
Roge ‘ ,

Registration No. 39,678

  

Baker Botts L.L.P.

One Shell Plaza

910 Louisiana

Houston, TX 77002-4995

(713) 229-1707

Attorney Docket No.2 111111.1111-2C

Date: December 20, 2006

HOU03: 1090300
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.1’2/éo/os WED 16:47 FAX 713 229 1522 BAKERBO’ITSLLP REQEIVED .004
CENTRALF’AX semen

DEC 20 2006
PTO/SBIOBA (06-03)

Approved for use through amt/zoos. OMB 0651-0031
US. Patent and Trademark Cities: US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

nd to a collection at intonnation unless it contains a writ! I MEI control number.
Complete if Known

09/23/2004
First Named inventor
Art Unit

GARY, Erika A.
111111.1111-2C

U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
' Document Number Publication Date Name at Patentee or Pages. Cotumns. Lines. Where
.' MM-DD—YYYY Appficant of Cited Document Relevant Passages or Relevantmenswear

“how/0054379 03/10/05 _—
s 2004 0078274 4/22/040 ' _

US 2002/0046034 04/18/02 Steele et al. _
s 5 975 335 12/13/05 Lake er al. _

“9 6.956 833 10/18/05 _—

  

 
 

  

 

 
 

Underthe P .-   

  Substitute tor form 14491PTO
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STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
{Use as many sheets as necessary)  
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   FOREIGN PATENT DOC ENTS ~
Examiner Cite Foreign Patent Document Publication Name ot Patentee or Pages. Columns. Lines,
lnitials‘ No ‘ Date Applicant at Cited Document Where Relevant Passages  

Or Relevant Figures Appear
Coun Code"Ntm-lber“|find Code’ l'Hmcrvn

mN .4

mN.3;

N UI
Iiiliiillifl

WEDN 0)

CD'0 OJ 
  

Examiner
Signature   
'EXAMIN ': nlir It - erenoe considered, whether or not atairon la in con ormanoe with MPEP 609. row me i roug . anon not In conformance and not
midered. tndude copy or this form with next mmmun’tcation to applicant. ’Appltcant‘o unique citation designation number (optiond). 'See Kinds Codes at
USPTO Patent Documents at www.mgopty or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document. by the twotettar code (WIPO Standard $113). ' For
Japmese patent documents. the indication at the year of the reign of the Emperor rust precede the serial number at the patent document. 5band of document by
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard STAB it possible. 5Applicant is to place a cheat mark here it English languageTranslation is attached. ,
This collection of intormation is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtaIn or retain a benefit by the public which to to tile (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 use. 122 and 31 CPR 1.14. This odioction is estimated to take 2 hours to complete,
including gathering. preparing. and submitting the completed appiicatlon torm to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the lndlvidud me. Any comments
on the amount of time you require to complete this torm end/or suggestions for reduu'ng this burden, should be sent to tho Chiot inton'nation Otrroer. U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND
TO: Commissioner for Parents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance In completing the form. call 1-800—PTO-9199 (1-800—786—91 99) and select option 2.
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DEC 2 [I 2006

PTOISBIOBA (08-03)
Approved for use through 07010006. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark afice; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the P . - rwork Reduction Act of 1995 u 31;. sons are r -ulred to res and to a collection or information unless it contains a valid OMB control number,

Complete if Known
Application Number
Filing Date
First Named Inventor
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
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_Attorney Docke1 Number

Relevant Passages or Relevant
U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Examiner Document Number Publication Date Name or Patentee or
initials' MM-DD-YYYY Applicant oi Cited Document
-fi Number-Kind Code’ "MI Figures Appuir

827 US 6,247,130 ' 06/12/01 Fritsch, Bernhard

28 ”5' 6 236 1332 05/22/01 Ito, Seigo _
9 US- 6,199,076 03/06/01 Logan et al. —

”5‘ 6 167 253 2/26/00 am‘s et aI. _
”5 6 144,848 1/07/00
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Foreign Patent Document Publication Name of Patentee or Pages. Columns. Lines.
Date Applicant of Cited Document Where Relevant Passages

MM-DD-YYYY 0r Relevant Figures Appear
Court Coda"Numbor “Kind Code' llknown '
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 ' . 1 = -rornotcnationlsinoonlormanmml ' 0-.Iawlineth- g atmnonrnotmco ormancaandnot

considered. Include copy of this form Mth next communication to applicant 'Appflcant‘s unique citation designation number (optional). 7838 Kinds Goths oi
USPTO Palent Documents atWor MPEP 901.04. ’ Enter Office that issued the document, by the urn-latter code (WIPO Standard 5113). ' For
Japanese patent documents. the indication oi the yea or the reign of the Emperor Must precede the serial numbm of the patent document. “Kind of document by
the appropriate symbds as indicated on the document under WIFO Standard ST.16 it possible. 6Applicant is to place a check mark here it Engish languageTranslation is attached.
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The intern-mien is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection I: estimated to lake 2 how: to complete.
including gathering. preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary dependng upon the individual case. Any comments
on the amoum 0! time you reqllre to complete this form and/or suagsllons tor rcdudng this burden. should be sent to the Chief information Officer. US. Patent
and Trademark Offme. P.O. Box ‘450. Ahxandrla. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND
TO: Commissloner hr Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form. call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800—786—9199) and select option 2.
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RECEIVED

’1'2/20/96 WED 16:49 FAX 713 229 1522 BAKERBO'I'I‘SLLP CENTRALFAXCENTER [21006

DEC 20 2006

PTOISB/OBB (08-03)
Approved for use through 0761/2006. OMB 0651—0031

US. Patent and Trademark Office, US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
- - red to re: - -nd to a collection at iniormation uniess it contains a valid OMB control number.

Complete if Known

Filing Date 09/23/2004

First Named inventor Russell w_ White

—_(Use as many sheets as necessary) .
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NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Examiner include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS). title of the article (when appropriate). title of
No.

Underthe Pa- n: Reduction Actot 1995 no
 

I ersons are

  
     

 
  

 

 
 Substitute for form tuBIPTO

 

  
 

 

 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
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Initiais‘ ' the item (book. magazine, journal, serial. symposium, catalog. etc), date, page(s), volume-issue T2
numbers -ubiisher,cr and/orcount whereoubiished.
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Examiner Date

Signature Considered
‘EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered. whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation it he! In conformance and not
considered. Inctude copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
1 Applicant's unique dtetion designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here it English language Trandation is attached.
This collection oi intorrnation is required by 37 CFR 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete. induding
gathering. preparing. and submitting the completed application loan to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the
amount or time you require to complete this term endlor suggestions (or redudng this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 00 NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO:
Commissioner for Patents, PD. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450.

 

If you need assistance in completlng the form, trail 1-800-PTO—9199 (1-800-766—9199) and select option 2.
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11727/06 MON 15:53; FAX +13 229 1522 ' BAKERBO'I‘TSLLP 001

BAKER BO‘ITS . RECEIVED ONE SHELl PIAZA AUSTINLLP 910 IOUISIANA DAltAS

fax receipt wi/l nor be cont‘rmec/by phone unless requested. CENTRAL FAX CENTER ' HOUSTON, 15mg DUBAI
- 770024995 HONG KONG
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

 
 

In re patent application of:

Russell W. White, et a1.

Application No.: 10/947,755 Group No. 2674

Filed: September 23, 2004 Examiner: Erika A. Gary

For: System and Method for Connecting a

Portable Audio Player to an

Automobile Sound System

omwownnmemommommcooroz
RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION MAILED MARCH 17, 2006

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

In response to the Office Action mailed June 26, 2006, Applicants submit this

response and respectfully request reconsideration of the examiner’s objections and rejections.

Petition for Extension of Time

Applicants petition for a two-month extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136 up

to and including November 27, 2006. Applicants note that November 26, 2006 was a Sunday

and that November 27, 2006 is the first business day following November 26, 2006. Applicants
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hereby authorize and instruct the US. Patent and Trademark Office to charge Deposit Account

No. 02-03 83 (matter 11 111 1.1 111-2C) in the amount of $225.00 for the two month extension of

time necessary for the filing of this response. Applicants hereby authorize and instruct the, US.

Patent and Trademark Ofiice to charge Deposit Account No. 02-0383 (matter 11] 1 1 1.111 1—2C)

for any additional charges necessary for the filing of this response.
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Amendments to the Claims

A complete list of claims follows, with indicated amendments:

1. (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

a portable electronic device having a display, a memory, an audio file player, and

a housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the memory and the audio file

player are secured, the portable electronic device operable to be used independent of the audio

system; i

a playlist engine operable to maintain a first playlist and a second playlist, wherein.

the first playlist is operable to include a selection of audio content having a corresponding audio

file saved in the memory;

an automobile having an automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and

an in dash sound system component operable to be coupled to the portable electronic device via a

cable;

the in dash sound system component comprising a selector operable to allow a

user to select the first playlist for outputting via the speaker; and

the cable being communicatively coupled between the portable electronic device

and the in dash sound system, Wherein the cable is coupled to each of the portable electronic

device and in dash sound system at a single interconnection point, and wherein the cable includes

a conductive element for providing power to the portable electronic device having—at—least—ene

 
2. (Previously Amended) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the portable

electronic device is a portable MP3 player and the cable communicates a processed digital

representation of the selection of audio content to the in dash sound system component.

3. (Original) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the selector comprises a button.

IlOUl)3:l037l52 3
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4. (Previously Amended) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the audio file player

is an MP3 player.

5. (Original) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the in dash sound system

component further comprises a second selector operable to allow the user to select the second

playlist for outputting via the speaker.

6. (Previously Amended) The audio system of claim 5, wherein the selector is a first

button and the second selector is a second button.

7. (Original) The audio system of claim 1, further comprising a playlist generator to

generate the first playlist to be presented by the in dash sound system component.

8. (Previously Amended) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the in dash sound

system component is fixed in a first location and the cable is routed to allow the portable

electronic device to be located in a different location.

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the single interconnection

point in each of the mrtable electronic device and the in dash sound system is cable<plugsiate

the-in—dash—seimd—system—eempefiem-at a port.

10. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the port is located behind an

automobile dashboard. I

ll. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the port is a compact disk player

interconnect point of the in dash sound system component.

12. (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

a portable electronic device having a display, a memory, an audio file player, and

a housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the memory and the audio file

H0l103:l087152 4
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player are secured, the portable electronic device Operable to be used independent of the audio

system;

a device interface system that comprises a sound system connector and a device

connector;

the sound system connector operable to communicatively couple the device

interface system to a sound system at a single interconnection point in the sound system; and

the device connector operable to releasably engage the portable electronic device

such that a contact portion of the device interface system contacts a conductive element of the

portable. electronic device to form at least a portion of a communication path operable to

interconnect the sound system and the portable electronic device, the device connector further

operable to connect a power source to recharge a rechargeable power supply of the portable

electronic device.

13. (Previously Amended) The system of claim 12, further comprising an automobile

having an automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and an in dash sound system

component, wherein the automobile sound system is the sound system.

14. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the sound system comprises a

portable radio.

15. (Previously Amended) The system ofclaim 12, wherein the contact portion of the‘

device interface system is provided at an end portion of a cable having at least one conductive

element, the cable operable to provide power to the portable electronic device.

16. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the audio file player is operable to

process audio content having a format selected from a group consisting of an MP3 file format, a

WAV file format, and a streaming audio format.

Houosnosnsz _ 5
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17. (Currently Amended) A method for facilitatingthe outputting of audio content

comprising:

accessing an automobile sound system component having at least a first button for

controlling an operational feature of the automobile sound system; and

installing a cable at a single interconnection point of the automobile sound system

component, wherein the cable is operable to communicatively couple the automobile sound

system commnent to a portable electronic device that allows a user to output via the automobile

sound system a—playing—et' an audio content file stored in a fig memory of a portable electronic

 
wherein the cable l_s operable to couple a power source of the automobile to supply power to the

portable electronic device and to recharge a rechargeable power supply of the portable electronic

device.

 
autemebi—le—seund—system portable electronic device is a cellular telephone.

20. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the cable enables communication

between the portable electronic device and the automobile sound system component via a

compact disk player port of the automobile sound system component.

nouns; I 0871 52 6
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21. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 17, wherein the audio content file is

included within a playlist, further wherein the cable allows the portable electronic device to

communicate information about the playlist to the automobile sound system component.

22. (Original) The method of claim 2], wherein the information is selected from a

group consisting of a playlist name, a playlist number, a song title, a song genre, and a

performing artist.

23. (Original) The method of claim 22; wherein the automobile sound system

component is operable to present a graphical representation of the information to the user.

24. (Currently Amended) A method of outputting audio content, comprising:

communicatively coupling an automobile sound system to a portable electronic

' device via an adapter cable, the portable electronic device having’an audio file player, a local

. rechargeable power supply, and a memoryoperable to store a plurality of selected audio content
   
 
...

files, the adapter cable operable to

 
epupled to tlreautqniqbilesoundsystem at a single interconnection point such that: g

the adapter cable communicatively couples the portable electronic device

to the automobile sound system via the single interconnection point so that an audio file played

by the portable electronic device can be heardpvia a speaker assembly of the automobile sound

system; and

the adapter cable conductively couples the mnable electronic device to a

power supply associated with an automobile via the single interconnection point in a manner that

‘ allows the power supply associated with the automobile to recharge the local rechargeable power

supply associated with the portable electronic device;

allowing selection of a first audio content file via a button selector operably

coupled to the automobile sound system;

' detecting a selection of the button selector;

nouoxlosmz 7
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playing the first audio content file with the audio file player in response to the

detection; and

outputting a representation of the first audio content file via a speaker assembly of

the automobile sound system.

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24, further comprising initiating

playing of a first playlist comprising the first audio content file in response to detecting the

selection of the button selector: wherein the button selector is a virtual button comprisingjg

graphical user interface element presented on a touch screen that is removable from the

automobile sound system.

26. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 25, further comprising initiating

playing of a second playlist comprising the second audio content file in response to detecting

' selection of a second button selector.

27. ~ (Original) The method of claim-25, further comprising receiving an input to

randomly play thefirst playlist.

28. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 24, further comprising:

accessing the memory of the portable electronic device to identify the playlist to

be output by an automobile sound system; and ‘

linking the button selector with the playlist.

29. (Currently Amended) The method ofclaim 24, funher comprising:

receiving a—wireless an incoming cellular signal lt;with—a—i:eeeiyer-elf—the—tattatemeleile

sound-system;

pausing the playing of the first audio content file in response to the recogition of

the incoming cellular signal; and .

outputting audio information represented by the wireless incoming cellular signal.

HOUOS: IOS'IISZ 8
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30. ‘ (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

an automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and an in dash component

that includes an auxiliary connection port;

a‘portable electronic device mount formed to releasably engage a portion of a

portable audio file player operable to be used independent of the automobile sound system that

includes a rechargeable powcrsupply and a processor operable to play a locally stored audio file;
and

an interface cable interconnecting the auxiliary connection port and the portable

electronic device mount, the interface cable having at least one conductive element operable to

deliver power from the auxiliagy connection port to the portable audio file player to recharge the .

rechargeable power supply, the interface cable further operable to communicatively couple the

portable audio file player to the in dash component via the auxiliafl connection port such that a

playing of an audio file by the processor is output via the sp_eaker.

3]. (Previously Amended) The system of claim 30, further comprising an

automobile, wherein the automobile sound system is installed within the automobile.

32. (Previously Amended) The system of claim 31, further comprising the portable

audio file player, wherein the portable audio file player is an MP3 player.

33. (Previously Amended) The system of claim 31, filrther comprising a button

operably associated with the in dash component, the button operable to direct a mounted portable

audio file player to begin playing a first playlist of locally stored audio content.

34. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 33, wherein the inteé‘aee—eable-is

 

component button is a virtual button presented within a ggphical user interface.

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 34, wherein the interface—eable

 

HOU0311087l52 9
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graphical user interface 

is displayed on a teuch screen of the portable audio file player.

HOU032l087lSZ 10
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Claims l-35 are pending in this application. The examiner has rejected claims 1—

10, 12—19, 21-28, and 30-35 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by US. Patent No.

6,232,539 to Looney. The examiner has rejected claims 12-16 under 35 lJ.S.C. § 102(b) as being

anticipated by US. Patent No. 4,807,292 to Sorscher. The examiner has rejected claims ll, 20,

and 29 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious o'ver Looney in View of certain Official Notice

taken by the examiner.

A. Section 102 Rejections over Looney

The examiner has rejected each of the pending independent claims (claims 1, 12,

17, 24, and 30) on the basis of Looney. Applicants respectfully submit that Looney does not

disclose each element of these independent claims.

1. Claim 1

Claim 1 is an independent claim. Because claim 1 includes limitations that are

not disclosed or suggested by Looney, Looney does not anticipate claim 1. In particular, Looney

does not disclose the limitation of claim 1 of an “in dash sound system component comprising a

selector operable to allow a user to select the first playlist for outputting via the speaker.”

(emphasis added). As claimed, the selector of claim 1 is a part of the “in dash sound system

V component,” such as a button or dial on a car’s in dash sound system.

In contrast, Looney does not disclose any technique, let alone a selector, for

controlling a “music organizer and entertainment center” from an automobile’s in dash sound

system component. Thus, there is no disclosure in Looney for an in dash sound system that

includes a selector for allowing a user to select a playlist. This disclosure is simply absent from

Looney. When Looney does in fact discuss using a music organizer in a car, Looney mentions

HOU032I087152 _ 1 1
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only two techniques for controlling the organizer and both techniques require the user to interact

with the organizer itself— not the car’s in dash sound system:

[The organizer] is located on the sun visor 768 where the driver
flggan easily access it. It is contemplated that the display unit can
be located at any acceptable location. Alternatively, the unit can be

entirely operated by voice commands, with no display unit, and
instead, a voice response system implementing conventional voice-

generating software.

(Col. 13, lines 16-22) (emphasis added). Thus, the user must manipulate music selection in

Looney from the organizer or display unit of Looney; whereas the user of the invention of

claim 1 can manipulate a playlist through a selector of the in dash sound system.

In addition, Looney does not disclose the cable of claim 1. The cable of claim 1 is

“communicatively coupled between the portable electronic device and the in dash sound system.”

The cable of claim 1 “is coupled to each of the portable electronic device and in dashsound

system at a single interconnection poin,” and the cable of claim 1 includes “a conductive

element for providing power to the portable electronic device.” In sum, claim 1 provides for a

single cable between the portable electronic device and in dash sound system that provides both

data communication and the delivery ofpower. This feature is not shown in Looney.

Instead, Looney discloses an organizer that involves the use of “various cords.”

According to Looney, “the automotive interior 760 is provided with a main audio system 762.

Various cords 764 interconnect the main system to a contact display unit 766.” (Col. 13, lines

13-16) (emphasis added). Looney goes on to explain that some of the “wires 764 interconnect

the display with a power source” and some of the “wires also connect the display 780 with the

main audio system 784.” (Col. 13, lines 24-26). It is apparent that Looney does not teach a

single cable that provides for the communication of data and power between the portable

Houosnosnsz 12
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electronic device and the in dash sound system. Instead, Looney teaches the use of “Various

cords” that separately provide for power and communications connections between the display

unit and main system of Looney.

Because Looney does not disclose each element of claim 1, Applicants

' respectfully request that the rejection of claim 1 on anticipation grounds be withdrawn and that

this claim be passed to issuance.

2. Claim 12

Claim 12 is an independent claim. Because claim 12 includes limitations that are

not disclosed or suggested by Looney, Looney does not anticipate claim 12. In particular,

Looney does not disclose the limitation of claim 12 of a “sound system connector operable to

communicatively couple the device interface system to a sound system at a single interconnection

p_o_ir_1_t in the sound system” (emphasis added); Claim 12 provides for a communications link

between the interface system and the sound system in which only a single interconnection point ,

is used in the sound system.

In contrast, Looney discloses an organizer that is coupled to a main system

through the use of “various cords.” According to Looney, “the automotive interior 760 is

provided with a main audio system 762. Various cords 764 interconnect the main system to a

contact display unit 766." (Col. 13, lines 13-16) (emphasis added). Looney goes on to explain

that some of the “wires 764 interconnect the display with a power source” and some of the “wires

also connect the display 780 with the main audio system 784.” (Col. 13, lines 24-26). Thus, it

is apparent from Looney that multiple “wires” are used and required to connect the organizer of

Looney with the main system of Looney. As such, the multiple “wires” of Looney cannot couple -

the or anizer of Loone to “a sin le interconnection oint” in the main 3 stem of Loone , asy g P

HOU03: 1037152 ' _ 13
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provided by claim 12. Because Looney does not disclose each element of claim 12, Applicants

respectfully request that the rejection of claim 12 on anticipation grounds be withdrawn and that

this claim be passed to issuance.

3. Claim 17

Claim 17 is an independent claim. Because claim 17 includes limitations that are

nbt disclosed or suggested by Looney, Looney does not anticipate claim 17. In particular,

Looney does not disclose the step of installing the cable of claim 17 ‘.‘at a single interconnection

point of the automobile sound system component” to “communicatively couple the automobile

sound system component to a portable electronic device” and “to couple a power source of the

automobile to supply power to the portable electronic device.” In sum, claim 17 provides for a

single cable between the portable electronic device and the automobile sound system that

provides both data communication and the delivery of power to the portable electronic device.

This feature and method step is not shown in Looney.

' Instead, Looney discloses an organizer that involves the use of “various cords.”

According to Looney,‘ “the automotive interior 760 is provided with a main audio system 762.

Various cords 764 interconnect the main system to a contact display unit .766.” (Col. 13, lines

13-16) (emphasis added). Looney goes on to explain that some of the “wires 764 interconnect

the display with a power source” and some of the ‘inres also connect the display 780 with the

main audio system 784.” (Col. 13, lines 24-26). It is apparent that Looney does not teach a

single cable that provides for the communication of data and the delivery of power to the portable

electronic device. Instead, Looney teaches the use of “various cords” that separately provide for

power and communications connections between the display unit and main system of Looney.

HOU032l087152 14
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Because Looney does not disclose each element of claim ‘17, Applicants

respectfully request that the rejection of claim 17 on anticipation grounds be withdrawn and that

this claim be passed to issuance.

4. Claim 24

Claim 24 is an independent claim. Because claim 24 includes limitations that are

not disclosed or suggested by Looney, Looney does not anticipate claim 24. In particular,

Looney does not disclose the step of “allowing selection of a first audio content file via'a button

selector operably coupled to the automobile sound system”. Claim 24 provides that the “button

selector” is coupled to the automobile sound system and that the “first audio content file” is

stored in the memory of a claimed portable electronic device. Thus, claim 24 specifies that the

“button selector,” such as a button on an in dash automobile sound system, must be manipulated

to select an audio content filed that is stored in the memory of a portable electronic device.

In contrast, Looney does not disclose any technique or selector, let alone a

“button selector” coupled'to the automobile sound system, for selecting an audio content file that

is stored in a portable electronic device. This disclosure is simply absent from Looney. When

Looney does in fact discuss using a music organizer in a car, Looney mentions only two

techniques, for controlling the organizer (which the examiner equates to theiclaimed portable

electronic device) and both techniques require the user to interact with the organizer itself — not

the car’s automobile sound system:

[The organizer] is located on the sun visor 768 where the driver
770 can easily access it. It is contemplated that the display unit can

be located at any acceptable location. Alternatively, the unit can be
entirely operated by voice commands, with no display unit, and
instead, a voice‘response system implementing conventional voice-

generating software.

HOU031l087l52 l 5
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(Col. 13, lines 16-22) (emphasis added). Thus, the user must manipulate music selection in

(Looney from the organizer or display unit of Looney; whereas the user of the invention of claim

24 can manipulate a playlist through a button selector of the automobile sound system.

In addition, Looney does not disclose the adapter cable of claim 24. The adapter

cable of claim 24 “communicatively couples the portable electronic device to the automobile

sound system via the single interconnection point”; and the adapter cable of claim 24

“conductively couplesthe portable electronic device to a power supply associated with an

automobile via the single interconnection point.” In sum, claim 24 provides for a single cable

between the portable electronic device and the automobile sound system that provides both data

communication and the delivery of power to the portable electronic device. This feature is not

shown in Looney.

instead, Looney discloses an organizer that involves the use of “various cords.”

According to Looney, “the automotive interior 760 is provided withva main audio system 762.

Various cords 764 interconnect the main system to a contact display unit 766.” (Col. 13, lines

13-16) (emphasis added). Looney goes on to explain that some of the “wires 764 interconnect

the display with a power source” and some of the “wires also connect the display 780 with the

main audio system 784.” (Col. 13, lines 24-26). It is apparent that Looney does not teach a

single cable that provides for the communication of data and the delivery of power between the

portable electronic device and the automobile sound system. Instead, Looney teaches the use of

f‘various cords” that separately provide for power and communications connections between the

display unit and main system of Looney.
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Because Looney does not disclose each element of claim 24, Applicants

respectfully request that the rejection of claim 24 on anticipation grounds be withdrawn and that

this claim be passed to issuance.

5. Claim 30

Claim 30 is an independent claim. Because claim 30 includes limitations that are

not disclosed or suggested by Looney, Looney does not anticipate claim 30. In particular,

- Looney does not disclose the limitation of claim 30 of “an interface cable interconnecting the

auxiliary connection port and the portable electronic device mount.” The interface cable of claim

,30 delivers ‘ipower from the auxiliary connection point to the portable audio file player” and

“communicatively couple[s] the portable audio file player to. the in dash component via the

auxiliary connection port.” In sum, claim 30 provides for an interface cable that provides for-

both data communication between the portable .audio file player and the automobile sound

system, and the delivery of power to the portable audio file player. An interface‘eable having

these attributes is not disclosed in Looney. V

In contrast, Looney discloses an organizer that is coupled to a main system

through the use of “various cords.” According to Looney, “the automotive interior 760 is

provided with a main audio system 762. Various cords 764 interconnect the main system to a

contact display unit 766.” (Col. 13, lines 13-16) (emphasis added). Looney goes on to explain

that some of the “wires 76_4 interconnect the display with a power source” and some of the “wires

also connect the diSplay 780 with the main audio system 784.” (Col. 13, lines 24-26). Thus, it

is apparent from Looney that multiple “wires” are used and required to connect the organizer of

Looney with the main system of Looney. As such, the multiple “wires” of Looney do not

comprise an interface cable that can deliver both data communications and power between an

HOUO3:1087152 1 7
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automobile sound systemand a portable audio file player. Because Looney does not disclose

each element of claim 30, Applicants respectfully request that the rejection of claim 30 on

anticipation grounds be withdrawn and that this claim be passed to iSsuance.

B. Section 102 Rejections over Sorscher

The examiner has rejected independent claim 12 on the basis of Sorscher.

Applicants respectfully submit. that Sorscher does not disclose each element of claim 12.

Sorscher discloses “an apparatus for converting a motor vehicle plug-in audio unit into a remote

playable unit.” (Abstract). It is well know that, in the past, after-market car radio manufacturers

made in-dash components that were completely removable from the dash of a car. The Sorscher

apparatus 21 provides a unit into which one of these removable in—dash components may be

placed. See, e. g., Sorscher, Figure 1. The car radio of Sorscher can be used in either the car’s

dash or the “apparatus” disclosed in Sorscher. The car radio of Sorscher must be installed in one

of these two places to operate.

Sorscher, however, does not disclose the “portable electronic device” of claim 12.

As set out in claim 12, the portable electronic device is operable to be used “independent of the

audio system.” Thus, the portable electronic device of claim 12 can be used away from the car

and any Sorscher-like receiving apparatus, such as the apparatus 21 of Sorscher. Thereis simply

no teaching in Sorscher that the audio unit 10 of Sorscher can be used “independent of the audio

system.”

C. Dependent Claims 1-11, 13-16, 18-23, 25-29, and 31-35

Because dependent claims 1-1 1, 13-16, 18—23, 25-29, and 31-35 depend either

directly, or indirectly, from an otherwise allowable base claim, these claims will not be discussed

individually herein.
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Conclusion

Applicants respectfully request that the rejection of claims 1-35 be withdrawn

and that these claims be passed to issuance.

Respectfully submitted,
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Application/Control Number: 10/947,755 Page 2

Art Unit: 2617

DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United
States.

2. Claims 1-10, 12-19, 21-28, and 30-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as

being anticipated by Looney et al., US Patent Number 6,232,539 (hereinafter Looney).

Regarding claims 1, 12, 13, 15, 17, 24, 30, and 31, Looney discloses an audio

system comprising: a portable electronic device having a display, a memory, an audio

file player, and a housing component a least partially defining a cavity in which the

memory and the audio file player are secured, the portable electronic device operable to

be used independent of the audio system; a playlist engine operable to maintain a first

playlist and a second playlist, wherein the first playlist is operable to include a selection

of audio content having a corresponding audio file saved in the memory; an automobile

having an automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and an in dash sound

system component operable to be coupled to the portable electronic device via a cable;

the in dash sound system component comprising a selector operable to allow a user to

select the first playlist for outputting via the speaker; and the cable having at least one

conductive element operable to provide power and charge a rechargeable power supply

of the portable electronic device, the cable further operable to communicatively couple

the portable electronic device to the automobile sound system [col. 2: lines 6-61; col. 4:
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lines 35-44; col. 5: lines 12-41; col. 6: lines 42-45; col. 9: lines 16-17; col. 13: lines 7-

46].

Regarding claims 2, 4, 14, 16, 19, 32, and 35, Looney discloses the portable

electronic device is an MP3 player and the cable communicates a processed digital

representation of the selection of audio content to the in dash sound system component

[col. 6: lines 42-46].

Regarding claims 3, 25, 28, and 33, Looney discloses the initiating playing of

playlist in response to detecting the selection of a button selector [col. 9: lines 57-63].

Regarding clams 5, 6, and 26, Looney discloses a second selector operable to

allow the user to select the second playlist for outputting via the speaker, wherein the

second selector is a second button [co|. 10: lines 19-28].

Regarding claims 7 and 21, Looney discloses a playlist generator to generate the

first playlist to be presented by the in dash sound system component [col. 9: lines 57-

63].

Regarding claims 8 and 34, Looney discloses the in dash sound system

component is fixed in a first location and the cable is routed to allow the portable

electronic device to be located in a different location [col. 13: lines 15-19].

Regarding claims 9 and 10, Looney disclose the cable plugs into the in dash

sound system component at a port [col. 13: lines 7-29].

Regarding claim 18, Looney discloses the cable operable to conductively couple

the portable electronic device to a power supply associated with the automobile [col. 5:

lines 28-29].
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Regarding claim 22, Looney discloses the information is selected from a group

consisting of a playlist name, a playlist number, a song title, a song genre, and a

performing artist [col. 2: lines 18-20].

Regarding claim 23, Looney discloses a graphical representation of the

information to the user [col. 2: lines 21-22].

3. Claims 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by

Sorscher, US Patent Number 4,807,292 (hereinafter Sorscher).

Regarding claims 12-16, Sorscher discloses an audio system comprising: a

portable electronic device having a display, a memory, an audio file player, and a

housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the memory and the

audio file player are secured, the portable electronic device operable to be used

independent of the audio system; a device interface system that comprises a sound

system connector and a device connector; the sound system connector operable to

communicatively couple the device interface system to a sound system; and the device

connector operable to releasably engage the portable electronic device such that a

contact portion of the device interface system contacts a conductive element of the

portable electronic device to form at least a portion of a communication path operable to

interconnect the sound system and the portable electronic device, the device connector

further operable to connect a power source to recharge a rechargeable power supply of

the portable electronic device [col. 1: lines 23-26; col. 2: lines 10-36]. Sorscher also

discloses an automobile sound system comprising a speaker and an in dash sound
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system, wherein the sound system comprises a portable radio. Sorscher further

discloses a cable operable to provide power to the portable electronic device. Sorscher

also discloses the audio content is a streaming audio format [col. 1: lines 23-26; col. 2: ‘

lines 10-36].

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

5. Claims 11, 20, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Looney.

Regarding claims 11 and 20, Looney does not specifically disclose that the port

is a compact disk player interconnect point. However, the Examiner takes Official

Notice that it is well known in the art to connect accessory devices to this port. At the

time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to

modify Looney to include this feature. The motivation would have been to specifically

point out the type of port used. The specific port type, however, lacks criticality to the

overall function of the invention.

Regarding claim 29, Looney does not specifically disclose pausing the playing of

audio content and outputting audio information represented by a received wireless

signal. However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that this feature is well known in
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the art. The motivation for this modification would have been to discontinue music

output to inform a user of an incoming call through the automobile sound system.

Response to Arguments

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-35 have been considered but are

moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection.

Conclusion

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to

applicant's disclosure.

DeLine et al., US Patent Number 6,420,975, disclose an interior rearview mirror

sound processing system.

Kite, US Patent Number 6,792,263, discloses a remote operational screener.

Quarendon et al., US Patent Application Publication Number 2002/0023028,

disclose retailing audio files in a fuel dispensing environment.

Grady, US Patent Number 6,591,085, discloses an FM transmitter and power

supply/charging assembly for MP3 player.

Enners et al., US Patent Number 6,788,528, disclose a portable computer

vehicle docking station/holder.

Lee, US Patent Number 6,292,440, discloses an MP3 car player.
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Erika A. Gary whose telephone number is 571-272-

7841. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and alternate

Fridays.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on 571-272-7905. The fax phone

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-

273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toil-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000.

EAG PRIM

June 21, 2006
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wire or wired or wires) with IBM_TDB

power)

S38 and (cable or cord or Wire or US—PGPUB' 2006/06/21 15:16
wired or wires) with (recharg$4 or USPAT;

charg$3) with (power or battery) USOCR;

EPO; JPO;

DERWENT;

IBM_TDB

44 539 not S40 US—PGPUB, 2006/06/21 14:56
USPAT;

USOCR;

EPO; JPO;

DERWENT;
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EAST Search History

541 not S42 US-PGPUB; 2006/06/21 14:58

USPAT;

USOCR;

EPO; JPO;

DERWENT;
IBM TDB

2 544 and playlist$ US-PGPUB; 2006/06/21 15:17
USPAT;

USOCR;

EPO; JPO;

DERWENT;

IBM_TDB

1290 ((car or vehicle or automobile) US-PGPUB;

with (mp3 or mpeg or portable adj USPAT;

music or audio adj file or music or USOCR;

cd adj player or compact adj2 EPO; JPO;

player or audio)) and ((cable or DERWENT;

cord or wire or wired or wires) IBM_TDB

with power)

48 S48 not S39 US-PGPUB;

USPAT;

USOCR;

EPO; JPO;

DERWENT;

IBM_TDB
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EAST Search History

0 S49 and playlist$ US-PGPUB; 2006/06/21 15:17

USPAT;

USOCR;

EPO; JPO;

DERWENT;
IBM TDB

2 $50 and ((car or vehicle or US-PGPUB; 2006/06/21 15:41

automobile) with (mp3 or mpeg or USPAT;

portable adj music or audio adj file USOCR;

or music or cd adj player or EPO; JPO;

compact adj2 player)).ab. DERWENT;

IBM_TDB
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www.usplo.gov

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

 
10/947,755 09/23/2004 Russell W. White 111111.] 1 11-2C 1751

Russell W. White DANIEL JR, WILLIE J
10904 Doswell Cove ,

Austin, Tx 78739
2617

DATE MAILED: 03/29/2006

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03)
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COMMI£ONER FOR PATENTS

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
P.O. Box I450

ALEXANDRIA. VA azala-Mso

 
www.mptogav

Failure to Acceptably Respond to

Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121)

No New Time Periodfor Reply is Provided

The amendment document filed on &'fl :5 fa' to ovid the corrective action required by the prior Notice of Non-
Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) mailed on The amendment, including both the originally filed
amendment and the amendment filed in response to the prior notice, is still considered to be non-compliant under 37 CFR 1.121.
In order for the amendment document to be compliant, correction of the item(s) listed below is required. Only the corrected
section of the non-compliant amendment document must be resubmitted (in its entirety), e.g., the entire “Amendments to
the claims” section of applicant’s amendment document must be re-submitted. 37 CFR 1.121(h).

The period for reply continues to run from the mailing date ofthe prior Notice ofNon-Compliant Amendment. The

corrections listed below must be timely filed to avoid abandonment of the application. No new time period for reply is provided
in this communication. See the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP) § 714.03.

If the period for reply set forth in the prior Notice ofNon-Compliant Amendment has expired, this application will become

abandoned unless applicant: (1) corrects the deficiency, and (2) obtains an extension of time under 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no case
may an applicant reply outside the SIX (6) MONTH statutory period or obtain an extension for more than FIVE (5) MONTHS
beyond the date for reply set forth in the prior Notice ofNon-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121 ).

XE FOLLOWING CHECKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT:1. Amendments to the specification:

g A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markingsmfa ' (04")
B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined.

Cl C. Other

D 2. Abstract:

El A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1.72.
Cl B. Other

El ‘3. Amendments to the drawings:

4. Amendments to the claims:

D A. A complete listing of_a_ll of the claims is not present.

D B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all pending claims (including withdrawn claims)
Cl C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status of each

claim cannot be identified. Note: the status of every claim must be indicated afier its claim number by using
one of the following 7 status identifiers: (Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), (Withdrawn), (Previously
presented), (New) and (Not entered).

El D. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order.
D B. Other:

For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP § 714 and the USPTO website at
httiz;disarming.@21vath£119.eypasldaizalcplalmggnglicclgtficefl29:42.51: .

 1 2,71— 3004
Telephone No. Legal Instrume

Rev. 7/04
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~ ill/113281001 2:52PM LNAPW512-327-5452 No.6742 P. 1/5

 

LARSQN 1» NEWAN fiEfiEIVED
An Intellectual Property Firm CENTRAL FAX CENTER

MAR 2 8 2006

FACSIMILE COVER SHEEI'

DATE: 03/28/2006

TO: Examiner FAX No.1 57l 273-8300

DANIEL JR., Willie J.

USPTO GPAU 2686 ‘

FROM: Adam D. Sheehan for Russell w. White[M
Reg. No. 42,l46

RE: REPLY TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENTW—d—‘flllmm

U.S. APP NO.: lO/947,755

FILING DATE: 09/23/2004....A., . -.......4.._........_........—....—.......—~ .m-M-__..._..-u..wu . . . . . . ..... _... __._ .. . . . .. 1 1. . . "a . . Mlllumwmnumlv

APPLICANT(S): Russell W. White et al.

ATTYDKTNO.: llllll.lili-2C

TITLE: System and Method for Connecting a Portable MP3 Player
to an Automobile Sound System (as amended)

NO. OF PAGES (INCL. COVER SHEET): 5 

Pursuant to a telephone conversation of March 28, 2006, with
Ms. Markita McGee of the USPTO’s Group Art Unit 2686, attached is a

supplemental Reply to Notice of Non—compliant Amendment, which includes

replacement paragraph [0067] of the specification of the above-identified

patent application.

Attached documents are summarized as follows:

PTO/SB/21 Transmittal Form (1 pg.)

)1? Reply to Notice of Non-compliant Amendment with Replacement
Paragraph [0067] (3 pgs.)

MOOElEWIV/W1938
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE

The pages cramming thisfacsimile (mum/33):)" contain mfiirmatlon fiam the law Qfiice QfLarson Newman Abel Polaris/4y J: White LLP.
andan: cardidenrial andpn‘vtlegmi The Minimum 1.1 tmna’ed to be used by the Wivr'duale) or snag/(12:) namzd an this mar :hsst only. If
you am no! the mtzndsd recipient be mean: that reading disclming copying rim-ibufian or use aft/re content: qflhr‘: transmission isprohibited.
Please norm: 1:: immedialeb' y‘you Inve received this transmission in error at the number [wed above and return the document to us via regularmail.

 

LARSON NEWMAN ABEL POLANSKY 8; WHITE, LLP
5914 WEST COURTYARD DRIVE. STE. 200 - AUSTIN. TX - 73730 - PHONE: 512-439-7100 . FAX1512’327-5452

PAGE "5 * RCVD AT 3l28l2006 3:52:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ‘ SVRZUSPTO-EFXRF-3ll1 * DNlS:2738300 * CSID:512 327 5452 * DURATION (mm-ss):0146
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“'MAR.'28.200'6 2:52PM LNAPW512-327-5452 No.6742 P. 2/5

PTOISBl21 (09-04)
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031

U.3. Patent and Trademark OfficerUzs. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCEl" I" ' "'0I0 l' 4 .l 'n'l‘l ' I'IIII,: OI Ives. l.‘-' - F'I' .tl-lllul I III:[‘

Fling Date 09/23/2004 ‘ ; " . '

 

 
 

   TRANSMITTAL

FORM

Examiner Name . .

(tube usedforallcorre l v dcncoafrcrinib‘almm) _DANIEL JR" Wilhe J'
Atlorne Docket Number

Total Number of Pages in This Submission y 111111-1111'2C

E NCLOSURES (Check all that apply)
Alter Allowance Communication to TC

  
  
  

 

  

  
 

 

  

 
 

  

 
 

E] Fee Transmittal Form

:1 Fee Attached

Drawing(s)

 
  

Appeal Communication to Board
of Appeals and lnterferenoes

Appeal Communication to TC
 Lioensing~reiated Papers

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

DUDECID
  

Amendmentheply Petition (Appeal Notice, Brier, Reply Brief). Petition to Convert to 22

'1] Notice '3f Non-compliant Provisi nal AD ficat' Proprietary InformationAmendment Re i o p ton
p Y Power of Attorney, Revocation

Affidavits/declaration(s) Change of Correspondence Address 5m Letter
Other Enclosure(s) (please Identify

Extension of Time Request Tamina‘ D‘W'a'me' below):

 
 

Request for Refund
 Express Abandonment Request

  
 

 

BUDDIESDD
CD, Number of 00(5) 

Information Disclosure Statement

E Landscape Table on CD 
 
 

Certified Copy of Priority
Document(s)

Reply to Missing Parts]
incomplete Appliwtion

Reply to Missing Parts
under 37 CPR 1.52 or 1.53

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT
Firm Name

LARSON NEWMAN ABEL POLANSKY & WHITE. LLP

-%
Adam D. Shoehan

i.

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING

I hereby codify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 onthe date shown below:

Laura H. Andre

W"Tvoedorpn‘n'ed name Iawtm9? 4 S
ThIs collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.5. The information is required to ohtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to tile (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is govemed by 35 use. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and1.14. This collection is estimated to 2 hours to complete. including
gathering, preparing. and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the lndeuaI case. Any comments on the
amount at time you require to complete this farm and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450.

 
  

  
  
  

  

 

  
  
  M03SiHWVAV1330
  

  
  
  

  

.. . nun nv-fl A...“
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“MAR.'28.100‘6 2:52PM LNAPW 512-327-5452 N0.6742 P. 3/5 —

CUSTOMER NO.
34456

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant(s): Russell W. White et a1. CENT'EEPEAXEENTER
Title: System and Method for Connecting a Portable MAR 2 8 2005

MP3 Player to an Automobile Sound System (As amended)

App. No.: 10/947,755 Filed: 09/23/2004

Examiner: DANIEL JR., Willie J. Group Art Unit: 2686

Atty. DktNo.: 111111.111-2C ConfirmationNo.: 1751
W

M/S AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

REPLY TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT

UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.121

Dear Sir:

In response to the Notice ofNon-compliant Amendment mailed January 26, 2006,

Applicants submit replacement paragraph [0067] ofthe “Specification Replacement Paragraphs”

Section ofthe Reply to Non~Final Office Action filed November 1, 2005.

Please amend the above-identified application as follows under 37 CFR § 1.121:

MOOS'IQWVAV1838
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF TRANNIMAI—SMISSIOILW
I hereby certify that this oonespondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or
deposited wlth the United States Postal Service with sufficient ostp a f' tciass mail,

; In an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents on b .

 
  

  1 Laura H. Andre
varled Name __ __ Signatre
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“MARf28. 1006 2:53PM LNAPW 512-327-5452 NO. 6742—P. 4/5—'

CUSTOMER NO.
34456

IN THE SPECIFICATION

Please amend the Specification with the following replacement paragraph;

[0067] In one embodiment, the automobile may include memory operable operably

associated with the automobile for stofing[[-]]_information. The memory may be used in

association with mount 511 and electronic device 512 to store the selected audio informatiou. In

this manner, voluminous audio information can be stored within the memory allowing electronic

device 512 to receive additional information. In one embodiment, a mount may be provided for

a home audio system (not shown) for downloading selected audio information for use with a

home audio system. For example, a mount device may be coupled to a home stereo system such

that [[the ]]upon placing an electmm'c device such as electmnic device 500 within the mount,

selected audio information may be communicated to the home audio system thereby allowing a

heme audio system to be used in association with an electronic device.

Page 2 on us. Ann. No.: 10/941755
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" liaisizdoé 2:53PM LNAPW512-327-5452 No.6742 P. 5/5

CUSTOMER NO.
34455

CONCLUSION

Applicants have amended the Specification in compliance with 37 CPR. § 1.121.

Applicants respectfully submit that the amendment ofNovember 1, 2005 is now in

compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.121.

Applicants have made an earnest effort to place this case in condition for allowance inI .

light ofthe amendments and remarks set forth above. Applicants respectfully request

reconsideration ofthe rejection and allowance of claims 1-35. Applicants believe no additional

fee is due.

Any changes to the claims in this amendment, which have not been specifically noted to

overcome a rejection baSed upon the prior art, should be considered to have been made for a

purpose unrelated to patentability, and no estoPpel should be deemed to attach thereto.

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned attorney at the telephone number

listed below if such a call would in any way facilitate allowance of this application.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees, which may be required, or

credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 50-2469.

Respectfully submitted,

Date Adam D. Sheehan; Reg. No. 42,146

Attorney for Applicant(s)
LARSON NEWMAN ABEL

POLANSKY & WHITE, LLP

5914 West Courtyard Drive, Suite 200

Austin, Texas 78730

(512) 439—7100 (phone)

(512) 439*7199 (fax)

Page 3 of 3 U5. App. No; 10/947,755
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PATENT APPLICATION FEEDETERMINATION RECORD
Substitute tOTFomI moms ‘ ' ‘ ‘ .5 5

  
 

APPLICATION AS FILED- PARTl . omen THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY ;. 0“ SMALL ENTITY

“—— mBASIC FEE
JCFRIJGta Mute)

SEARCH FEE
(:7 CFR 1.16M 61.0mm)
EXAMINATION FEE
m cm Meta). (vi. a (all

 

 
  

  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOTAL CLAIMS
(37 cm new)
INDEPENDENT cums
(37 cm new)

APPLICATION SIZE
FEE
(37 CFR 1.166))

 It the specification and drawings exceed 100
sheets at paper. the application size lee due
is $250 ($125 {or small entity) ta! each
additional 50 sheetslor traction lhereot. See
35 U.S.C. 41 a t G and 37 CFR 1.16 s.

MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (31 (IR 1.166))

  
  

 

  
 ' ti the dittereqm in column 1 is less than zero. enter '0' in column 2. 

 APPLICATION AS AMENDED — PART II 
  

OTHER THAN
(cuurgm zI (Column aI SMALL ENTITY °R SMALI. ENTtTY _
HIGHEST PRESE
NUMBER. NT RATE 5 ADDI-EXTRA ( )

 
  

 
  

  
 REMAINING

AFTER
AMENDMENT

    
  
  PREVIOUSLY

PAID FOR    

 
 

 

AMENDMENTA

 
HIGHEST
NUMBER

PREVIOUSLY
PAID FOR

 

  
  

 
  

AMENDMENT8
-‘ tttho'erlryinoolumtbtesathgnlheemrytnoolunnzwdm‘o'inoolma. ,
" lthe'flgttefl Number ProMusly Pdd For IN THIS SPACE ts lea than 20.entet ‘20‘.

"‘ lt-lhe Highest Mambo: vatoosly Paid For IN ‘lHls SPACE is less than 3. ante: ‘3'"(MW-- ~ NumhaPrewou- PaidFoI‘ macr- -- -

This Canadian at Informaticp i3 (united by 37' CPR us. The tnlo reqdred to obtain or retatn a benefit

   

  

”you need assistance in completing the Iotm. all l-OOO-PTO-WPQ andseleot option 2
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MAR. 21. 2006 3:00PM LNAPW 512-327—5452 N0. 6604 P. l

LARSONrNEWMAN
An Intellectual Property Firm
 

RECEIVED

CENTRAL EAX (ENTER

FACSIMILE COVER SHEET MAR 2.;1 2005

DATE: 03/21 /2006

TO: Examiner

DANIEL JR., Wfllie J.

USPTO GPAU 2686

FROM: Russell w. White /W
Reg. No. 45,691

REPLY TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPUANTAMENDMENT

FAX NO.: 571—273-8300

RE:

U.S. APP NO.: 10/947,755 . ~ _ .. ..____..._ .. .___.._

‘Xé‘JéANT—lsfw _Ru§§'el'vQ.—v'§}fi{{é§37 __.W ' ' "
ATI'YDKTNO.: llllll.llll-2C _

Trl'LE: System and Method for Connecting O Portable
MP3 Player to cm Automobile Sound System {AS AMENDED)

NO. OF PAGES (INCL COVER SHEEI’): 28

Attached please find:

PTO/SB/Q] Transmittal Form (1 pg.)

Reply to Noticeof NonCOmpfiont Amendmentl24 pgs.)

Copy of Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (2 pgs.)

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE

Ma page: cumming wufacsbm'le mission contain Informationfiom the law qfiica ofLarsan Mata): Abel Polansky & White. LLP.
and are cmlfidmual andpn‘vilzgad. The by’onnation is intended to be med by the mummy) or enlityfics) named on [Ms cover shes! only. [I
you am not the upended 780ka be aware that reading dam cqpytng distributor! or we ofthe contents afthis tram-minim isprahibilzd.
Mm 720de la immdiateb; Jyau have received this mmin‘lan in error at the number [med above and ram the dacumenl to u: via regular
mail.

____________________—————————-
IARSONhlenmNABELPOLANsmszvm-nmm

5914 WEST COURTYARD DRIVE, STE. 200 - AUSIIN. TX - 76730 ' PHONE: 5l2-439-7100 ‘ FAX: 512-327-5452
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MAR. 2i. 2006 3:00PM LNAPW 512-327-5452 N0. 6604 P. 2

PTO/8M1 (09-04)

Approved l’or use through 07/31/2008. OMB 0851-0031
US. Patent and Trademark Oflioe: US. EPARTIIIENT OF COMMERCE0m: turn I I at.

   
 

  
  

 

 

  

 09/23/2004

Russell W. White

2686

DANIEL JR., Willie J.  

  
 
 

 

  
  

  

  

 

  
 

After Allowance Communication to TC

 D Fee Transmittal Form Drawingts)

 Licensing-related Papers of Appeals and InterferenoeeD Fee Attached
Appeal Communication to T0
(Appeal Notice. Brier. Reply Brier)

 
Petition

D Petition to Convert to aPrevisional Appiiwtion

D Power of Attorney, RevocationChange of Correspondence Address

 IE Amendment/Reply
El Notice of Non-compliantAmendment Reply

I:I Aflidavitsldoolaration(s)

[:i

[:I Appeal Communication to Board

I:I

CI 

  
 

Proprietary Information

D Status Letter

[3 Other Enclosure(s) (please Identifybelow):

 

  
 

 

 

 '3 Terminal Disclaimer

I] Request for Refund

B CD. Number of CD(s)

D Landscape Table on CD

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT

-—
Signature I I—% .L ..

ted ‘
Pm name Russell W. White

D Re . .—--am__

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING

I:I Extension of Time Request

  
 

 
 

Express Abandonment Request
 

 

 

 
Certified Copy of Priority
Document(e)

Reply to Missing Parts!
incomplete Application

[:1 Reply to Missing Partsunder 37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53

D Information Disclosure Statement

 

   

 

 

 
i hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 on
the date shown below;

_ ‘ "i' W..-Typed or printed name ’ / ’ 03 9A m
This oollecb‘on or httorrnalkm is required by 37 CFR 15. The lnfonnatim is required tonbtain or retain a benefit by the pubfiowhioh is to file (and by the USBTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 u.s.c. 12 and 37 CFR 1.11 and1.1 4. This ooltedion is estimated to 2 hours to complete. including
gathering. preparing, and submiuing the completed application form to the USPTO. Tune will vary depending upon the individual case. Any commerce on the
amount of time you require to complete this farm and/or suggestions for retaining this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Oflicer. US. Patent and
Trademark Ohioe, U.S. Depatment ol Commerce, P.O. Box 1481, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO; Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2313-4450.
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MAR.21.2006 3:01PM LNAPW512—327-5452 RECEIVED N0-6604 P-3

CENTRAL FAX CENTER
CUSTOMERNO.

MAN 2 l 2006 34456

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant(s): Russell W. White et al.

Title: System and Method for Connecting a Portable
MP3 Player to an Automobile Sound System (AS AMENDED)

App. N0.: 10/947,755 Filed: 09/23/2004

Examiner: DANIEL JR.., Willie J. Group Art Unit: 2686

Atty. DktNo.: 111111.111-2C Confirmation N0.: 1751
W

M/S AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450

REPLY TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT

UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.121

Dear Sir:

In response to the Notice ofNon-compliant Amendment mailed March 3, 2006,

Applicants submit amended paragraphs ofthe Specification, and amended claims of the Reply to
Non-Final Office Action filed November 1, 2005 and Reply to Notice ofNon-Compliant

Amendment mailed January 26, 2006.

Please amend the above-identified application as follows under 37 CFR § 1.121:

. CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSIONJMAILING
‘ I hereby oentfy that this correspondence is being famimile mm to the USPTO or
, deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient a class il.

in an envelope addressed to the Commlesioner for Patents on l -

 
  

  
  
  

 

 

_la_u_ra_l-L_Anere_.__
Typed orPrime
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MAR. 21. 2006 3:01PM LNAPW 512-327-5452 NO. 6604 P. 4

CUSTOMER NO.
34456

IN THE TITLE

Please amend the Title to read as follows:

“SYSTEM AND NLETHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE AUDIO PLAYER TO

AN AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM”

IN THE SPECIFICATION

Please amend the Specification with the following replacement paragraphs:

[0015] FIG. 5B illustrates anautomobile console having a mount for coupling an

electronic device according to one aspect of the present invention;

[0020] The conceptual groundwork for the present invention includes wirelessly

communicating selective information to an electronic device. According to one aspect, a user

may interact with the Internet to select information, such as audio information, and wirelessly
communicate the selected information to an electronic device. The electronic device receives the

information via a wireless communications network and processes the information accordingly.

In a particularized form, a user may select information fi-om an Internet website operable to

allow selectivity ofaudio information such a§ songs, on-line radio stations, on-line broadcasts,

streaming audio, or other selectable information. Upou selecting the audio information,

information or data associated with the selected audio information is wirelessly communicated to

an electronic device. The electronic device may then be used to process the selected audio

information. In this manner, a user may receive selective audio information via a wireless

electronic device.

[0021] In one form, the electronic device may be operable to communicate with an

individual’s automobile audio system. A user may select audio information utilizing a personal

computer with access to a website operable to diSplay selectable audio information. The selected

audio information may then be wirelessly communicated to the electronic device associated with

an automobile’s audio system Therefore, upon receiving the selected audio information, a user
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may access and play the received audio information utilizing the electronic device in association

with the automobilels audio system.

[0024] Communications engine 102 is communicatively coupled to digital engine 101

and operable to wirelessly communicate the selected information to electronic device 103.

During operation, audio information may be selected by a user utilizing a personal computer or

other devices operable to communicate with an information network Digital enginejfl l—OQ-is

Operable to maintain information associated with the selected audio information. For example,
the information could be several songs or titles configured as an audio file and formatted in a

digital format such as an MP3 file, wave file, etc. The maintained information may also be a

reference to a network location where an audio file may be stored, a network location where a

network broadcast of audio information may be located, etc. or other network locations having

information associated with the selected audio information. Therefore, digital engine 101 may

maintain a plurality of different types of information or data associated with the selected audio

information.

[0025] System 100, utilizing communication engine 102, may wirelessly communicate

data or information associated with the selected audio information to electronic device m

l05thereby providing wireless communication of selected information to an electronic device

operable to receive wireless communications. In one embodiment, digital engine 101 may be

used in association with an Internet website configured to provide access to selectable

information. The Internet website operably associated with digital engine 101 allows a user to

select information to be wirelessly communicated to electronic device1_01 l—OS—utilizing a

network environment. The Internet website may include several different types of information

related to audio information.

[0030] In one embodiment, the selective information may be communicated using a

digital broadcast signal. Digital broadcast includes providing information via a signal such as

AM, FM, and the like. Digital information may be included or encoded as a sub-carrier within

the broadcast signal and received by electronic device 103. A digital submarrier may include a

selective bandwidth of frequencies for a specific radio station (Le.a 6 MHz for FM). The

selective information may be wirelessly communicated to electronic device 103 utilizing a
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communication engine 102 operable to communicate the selective information via a digital FM

signal. In this manner, selective information may be commrmicated within digital FM sub—

carriers to an electronic device operable to receive the information. For example, a user may

subscribe to communicate the information via an FM sub-carrier and receive the selective data

through wireless communication via a specified FM sub—carrier.

{0031] In one embodiment, the selected information may be formatted and transmitted to

achieve a desirable h-ansmission rate. For example, conventional systems may transmit

information at a speed of 10 lcilobits per second. Therefore, for 1 megabyte of information to be

communicated to an electronic device, a transmission time of approximately 800 seconds may be

required. The present invention may allow for a relative increase in transmission speed by

removing the requirement that information be communicated asynchronously to an electronic

device. For example, conventional wireless communication utilizes a specified frequency to

communicate information in two directions (i.e.i cellular phones). As such, information is

communicated across a channel in an asynchronous manner to provide a continuous audio signal

to the recipient.

[0040] Upon maintaining information or data associated with the selected information,

the method proceeds to step 204 where the method wirelessly communicates information

associated with the selected information to an electronic device. For example, if an audio file

associated with the selected audio informationwas were-maintained, the method would

communicate the audio file to the electronic device. In another embodiment, a link or network

address broadcasting the selected audio information may be accessed and, at step 204, wirelessly

communicated to an electronic device. In another embodiment, a combination of difl‘erent types

of audio information may be wirelessly communicated to an electronic device. Upon

transmitting the selected audio information, the method proceeds to step 205 where the method

ends.

[0042] In some embodiments, the wireless communication to an electronic device may

occur in an ofi-line environment. For example, a user may go “on-line” to access a website and

select infermation and then go “off-line” or end the browsing session. The wireless

communication may then occur while the user is ofi-line thereby removing the confines of using
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an active or on-line browsing environment (i.e., Internet radio broadcast, streaming audio, etc.)

for accessing selected information. Therefore, the method ofFIG. 2 allows for information, such

as audio information, to be communicated from a network location such as a web site, to an

electronic device “via” wireless communication. The present invention advantageously allows

users to access and download information accessible by a network location to an electronic

device operable to receive wireless communications thereby reducing the need for land lines,

terrestrial communication networks, etc. for communicating selective information.

[0043] In one embodiment, the method of FIG. 2 may be deployed in association with an

Internet website operable to display selectable links for downloading information. The

information may include audio information such as MP35, streaming audio, streaming? Internet

broadcasts, etc. are selectable by a user and operable to be wirelessly communicated to an

electronic device. By providing a user with a website of selectable audio information operable to

be wireless communicated to an electronic device, a user may customize information

communicated to an electronic device. In one embodiment, a user may communicate

information to an electronic device that may not be owned by the user. For example the method

ofFIG. 2 could be modified to allow a user to wirelessly communicate audio information to a

plurality of electronic devices that may or may not be owned by the user.

[0044] FIG. 3 illustrates an electronic device operable to receive selected audio

information in accordance with the teachings of the present invention. Electronic device 300

includes a communication module 301 such as a transceiver coupled to storage mediumjfl—SGQ

such as a high speed buffer, programmable memory, or other devices operable to store

information. Electronic device 300 may also include processor 302 operably associated with

communication module 301 and storage mediumfléoz. Processor 302 may be Operable to

process wirelessly communicated selected information and in one embodiment may be integrated

as part of communication module 301 of storage medium@402. In the same manner, as larger

scale integration ofelectronic devices proliferate, communication module 301, processor 302,

and storage medium 303 may be integrated into one communication component or device

operable as electronic device 300.
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[0045] Processor 302 may be operable using software that may be stored within storage

mediumjfl—BGE. In one embodiment, software upgrades may be communicated to electronic

device 300 via wireless communication allowing for efficient system upgrades for electronic

device 300. Storage medium@492 may include one or several different types of storage

devices. For example, storage mediumjig—392 may include programmable gate arrays, ROM

devices, RAM devices, EEPROMs, minidisks or other memory devices operable to store

information.

[0046] During use, electronic device 300 receives wireless communications of selective

information. The information may be transmitted via a wireless communications network and

received by electronic device 300 via transceiver 301. Transceiver 301 may be operable to

convert the received wireless communication signal into a desirable format and store the

received information within storage mediumfléGg. The received information may then be

processed by electronic device 300.

[0051] For example, a specific frequency may be selected (i.e., 93 .7 MHz) for

communicating the wireless received selected information fiom electronic device 300 to a

localized audio system. Electronic device 300 communication of the wirelessly received

information allows a conventional receiver to receive the selected audio information In one

embodiment, the conventional receiver may be configured to receive a digital sub—carrier, on-

carricr, or other within a specified frequency. Therefore, electronic device 300 may be operable

to locally transmit the signal at a specific frequency thereby allowing the conventional receiver

to receive the information. In another embodiment, electronic device 300 may be operable to

scan plural bandwidths to receive the selective information. For example, transceiver 301 may

be operable to receive selective information across several frequencies and process the received

information accordingly.

[0056] FIG. 4 illustrates a graphical user interface (GUI) for displaying selectable audio

information according to one aspect of the present invemion. The GUI may be operable with a

computer system, cellular device, PDA, or other electronic devices or systems operable to

display the GUI ofFIG. 4. The GUI, shown generally at 400, may be displayed using a

conventional web browser 402 such as Microsoft® Internet Explorer, a WAP browser, or other

Page 6 of24 US. App. No; 10/947,755

PAGE 8128 ’ RCVD AT 312112006 4:01 :09 PM [Eastern Standard Time]‘ SVR:USPTO£FXRF-6146* DNIS:2738300 ‘ CSlDi512 327 5452 ’ DURATION (mm-ss):08-14

Samsung EX. 1319 p. 205



Samsung Ex. 1319 p. 206

MAR. 21. 2006 3:03PM LNAPW 512—327-5452 N0. 6604 P. 9

CUSTOMER NO.
34456

browsers operable to display the audio information. Browser 402 includes browser functions,

shown collectively at 403, for navigating a network such as the Internet or an intranet.

Homepage 401 may be displayed using browser 402 and may include several functions, features,

information, etc. related to audio information. Home page 401% may be developed using several

different types ofprogramming (i.e., HTML, XML, Java, etc.) used to developing a network
location or website.

[0059] Radio tab 406 may also be provided for displaying audio information. For

example, radio tab 406 may display a collective menu 411 of selectable fimctions or features

associated with audio information. TOP ten lists may be provided to a user based on several

different billboard polls or genres. A search engine may be provided allowing a user to search

for a specific type of audio information such as an artist, song title, and genre; Internet radio

station, etc. In one embodiment, auser may input the lyrics to a song within the search engine.

As such, the search engine may locate several different songs having the desirable lyrics and

allow a user to select the search results. A user may also use a select a device feature that allows

a user to select a destination device for communicating selected audio information. For example,

a user may want to communicate a playlist to several different devices such as a PDA, a home

computer system, a work computer system, etc.

[0061] In one embodiment, a user’s radio dial 412 may be provided when a registered

user logs into homepage 401. As such, radio dial 412 may include several firnctlonal buttons

similar to conventional systems such as a volume control and a station control. However, radio

dial 412 surpasses the limitations of conventional systems through providing a programmable

radio dial ofuser customized audio information. Radio dial 412 includes several stations that

may be programmed using program interface 413. The preset stations may include several

different types of user customized preset infonnatioa such as user selected playlists, Internet

broadcast stations, top lists, group playlists, artist-selected lists, on—line radio station,

conventional radio stations; Internet phone, cellular phone, etc. and other functions, features, or

information assooiated with audio information.

[0062] Radio dial 412 may also be displayed as a separate user interface and in some

embodiments, does not require a “browsing” environment to view radio dial 412. For example,
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an electronic device, such as a PDA, having a display may graphically present radio dial 412 to a

user. One example may be using electronic device in association with an automobile audio

system. Electronic device may display radio dial 412 and may allow a user to navigate, modify,
select, adjust volume, access daytimer, access phone lists, etc. or perform other functions while

the electronic device is used in association with an automobile sound system. Therefore, radio

dial 412 may be operable as an application for use with several different types of electronic

devices (i.e., computer systems, portable computing devices, cellular phones, etc.) Operable to

display radio dial 412 and in come embodiments may be wirelessly communicated to an

electronic device.

[0067] In one embodiment, the automobile may include memory operable associated

with the automobile for storing'information. The memory may be used in association with

mount 511 and electronic device 512 to store the selected audio information. In this manner,

voluminous audio information can be stored within the memory allowing electronic device 512

to receive additional information. In one embodiment, a mount may be provided for a home

audio system (not shown) for downloading selected audio information for use with a home audio

system. For example, a mount device may be coupled to a home stereo system such that the

upon placing an electronic device such as electronic device 500 within the mount, selected audio

information may be communicated to the home audio system thereby allowing a home audio

system to be used in association with an electronic device.

[0069] During operation, system 600 communicates voice mail messages to a use:

utilizing email server 601. For example, if a user receives a voice mail message, email server

601 would be notified and a voice mail message would be sent to the user’s email account in the

form of an email message. For example, a voice mail message 5—would be sent to a user’s email

account within intranet 604 in the form ofan audio file as an attachment to the email. Upon

receiving the email, a user may click on the audio file representing the voice mail message to

hear the message left by a caller.

[0083] Upon communicating the selected information, the method may proceed to step

810 where the playlist may be executed-WE. For example, a user may select a continuous

communication of selected audio information (e.g., several hours of music,.- Internet broadcast,

Page s am as. App. No; 10/947,755

PAGE 10128‘ RCVD AT N2112006 4:01:09 PM [Eastern Standard Time? SVRtUSPTO-EXRF-fififi ‘ DNIS:2?38300 ' CSlDl512 32? 5452 ’ DURATION (mm-ss):08-14

Samsung EX. 1319 p. 207



Samsung Ex. 1319 p. 208

MAR. 21. 2006 3:03PM LNAPW 512-327-5452 N0. 6604 P. 11

CUSTOMER NO.
34456

etc.). As such, the method may continuously play or execute the received audio information. In

another embodiment, the method may proceed to step 811 where the method may store or buffer

the received infonnation until it is desirable to execute the received selected audio informationat

step 812. As such, upon executing the selected audio information, the method may proceed to

step 809 where the method may repeat. In one embodiment, a user may elect to download a
broadcast of an on-line radio station. For example, a user may want to listen to a radio station

located in a remote location wherein conventional radio receivers could not receive the desired

broadcast. For example, a person living in Houston, Texas may not be able to receive a radio

broadcast signal from a radio station in Seattle, Washington utilizing a conventional radio

receiver.

[0092] During operation, electronic device 907 may be mounted within interface 904.

Electronic device 907 may also be powered or recharged via power line 910 and communicate

with the systems audio system via interface cable or bus line 911. Audio information

communicated to electronic device 907 may be transferred to audio system 901 such that a user

may listen to selected audio information. For example, a user may have previously selected a

plurality of audio files to be transmitted to electronic device 907. Electronic device @905 may

communicate the selected audio information to the automobiles audio system that utilizes

interface 901 thereby allowing the user to listen to selected audio information. In one

embodiment, cable 908 may be custom-installed to audio system 901. For example, the cable

may be coupled to an auxiliary line for the system’s radio or may be coupled to CD player line

912.
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CLAIM LISTING

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

application:

1. (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

aaa mmble electronic device having a display, a memory, an audio file player, and a I
housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the memory and

the audio file player are secured, the portable electronic device operable to be

used independent of the audio astem;

a playlist engine operable to maintain a first playlist and a second playlist, wherein the

first playlist is operable to include a selection of audio content having a

corresponding audio file saved in the memory;

an automobile having an automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and an in

dash sound system component operable to be coupled to the portable electronic

device via a cable;

the in dash sound system component comprising a selector Operable to allow a user to

select the first playlist for outputting via the speaker; and

the cable having at least one conductive element operable to provide power—te—the and

charge te—a'rechargeable power supply ofthe portable electronic device, the cable

further operable to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the

automobile sound system.

2. (QéghaalCun-enfly amended) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the portable electronic |
device is a portable MP3 player and the cable communicates a processed digital

representation ofthe selection of audio content to the in dash sound system component.

3. (Original) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the selector comprises a button.

4. (GeigmalCurrentlv amended) The audio system ofclaim 1, wherein the audio file player is an

MP3 player.
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5. (Original) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the in dash sound system component further
comprises a second selector operable to allow the user to select the second playlist for

outputting via the speaker.

6. (Orig-heaiCurrently amdnede) The audio system ofclaim 5, wherein the firstselector is a first

button and the second selector is a second button.

7. (Original) The audio system ofclaim 1, further comprising a playlist generator to generate

the first playlist to be presented by the in dash sound system component.

8. (Qfig-iaalCurrenfly amended) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the in dash sound system

component is fixed in a first location and the cable is routed to allow the portable

electronic device to be located in a different locatiorr.

9. (Original) The system ofclaim 1, wherein the cable plugs into the in dash sound system

component at a port.

10. (Original) The system ofclaim 9, wherein the port is located behind an automobile

dashboard.

11. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the port is a compact disk player interconnect

point of the in dash sound system component.

12. (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

asap portable electronic device having a di5play, a memory, an audio file player, and a I
housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the memory and

the audio file player are secured the portable electronic device operable to be used

independent ofthe audio fitem;

a device interface system that comprises a sound system cennector and a device

connector;

the sound system connector operable to communicafively couple the device interface

system to a sound system; and
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the device connector operable to releasably engage the portable electronic device such

that a contact portion ofthe device interface system contacts a conductive element

of the portable electronic device to form at least a portion ofa communication

path operable to interconnect the sound system and the portable electronic device,

the device connector further operable to connect a power source to recharge a

rechargeable power supply of the portable electronic device.

13. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, further comprising an automobile having an

automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and an in dash sound system

component, wherein the automobile sound system is the installed-sound system.

14. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the sound system comprises a portable radio.

15. (Currently Amended) The system ofclaim 12, wherein the contact portion ofthe device

interface system is provided at an end portion of a cable having at least one conductive

element, the cable operable to provide power to the p_ortab1e electronic device.

16. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the audio file player is operable to process audio

content having a format selected from a group consisting ofan MP3 file format, a WAV

file format, and a streaming audio format.

17. (Currently Amended) A method for facilitating the outputting ofaudio content comprising:

accessing an automobile sound system component having at least a first button for

controlling an operational feature ofera-m;automobile sound system; and ‘
installing a cable at the automobile sound system component that allows a user to output

via the automobile sound system a playing of an audio content file stored in a

memory of a portable electmnic device that comprises the memory-, an audio file l
player, and a housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the

memory and the audio file player are secured, the cable operable to couple a

power source of the automobile to supply power to the portable electronic device

and to recharge a rechargeable power supply of the po__r_table electronic device.
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18. (Original) The method of claim 17, further comprising installing the cable to the automobile

sound system component, the cable operable to conductively couple the portable

electronic device to a power supply associated with the automobile.

19. (engiaalCunently amended) The method ofclaim 18, wherein the cable is further operable

to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the automobile sound system

component to output the playing of the-anaudio content file via a speaker assembly ofthe l
automobile sound system.

20. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the cable enables communication between the

portable electronic device and the automobile sound system component via a compact

disk player port of the automobile sound system component.

21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 17, wherein the audio content file is included

Within a playlist, further wherein the interface—system- cable allows the portable

electronic device to communicate information about the playlist to the automobile sound

system component.

22. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein the information is selected fiom a group

consisting of a playlist name, aplaylist number, a song title, a song genre, and a

performing artist.

23. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the automobile sound system component is

operable to present a graphical representation ofthe information to the user.

24. (Currently Amended) A method of outputting audio content, comprising:

communicatively coupling an automobile sound system to arr-g portable electronic device

via an adapter cable, the portable electronic device having an audio file player, a

local rechargeable power supply, and a memory operable to store a plurality of

selected audio content files, the adapter cable operable to conductively couple the

portable elccu'onic device to a power supply associated with an automobile to I
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recharge the local rechargeable power supply, the portable electronic device

operable to be used independent of the automobile sound system;

allowing selection of a first audio content file via a button selector operably coupled to

the automobile sound system;

detecting a selection of the button selector;

playing the first audio content file with the audio file player in response to the detection;

and

outputting a representation of the first audio content file via a speaker assembly ofthe

automobile sound system.

25. (GeigisalCunently amended) The method ofclaim 24, further comprising initiating playing

of a first playlist comprising the first audio content file in response to the

deteetiendetecting the selection ofthe button selector.

26. (QrigiflalCurrently amended) The method ofclaim 25, further comprising initiating playing

of a second playlist comprising the second audio content file in response to detecting

selection of a second button selector.

27. (Original) The method of claim 25, further comprising receiving an input to randomly play

the first playlist. ”

28. (Geiga'nalCurrently amended) The method of claim 24, further comprising:

accessing e—mememory of the portable electronic device to identify a—the playlist to be

output by an automobile sound system; and

linking the button selector with the playlist.
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29. (Qflfialcurrently amended) The method of claim 24,WW

Wives-Mrcomprising:

receiving a wireless signal with the-areceiver of the automobile sound system;

pausing the playing ofthe first audio content file; and

outputting audio information represented by the wireless signal.

30. (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

WWW sound system that comprises a speaker and an in dash component

that includes an auxiliary connection port;

aria portable electronic device mount formed to releasably engage a portion ofa portable

audio file player operable to be used independent of the vehicle automobile sound

system that includes a rechargeable power supply and a processor operable to play

a locally stored audio file;M

an interface cable interconnecting the auxiliary connection port and the portable

electronic device mormt, the interface cable having at least one conductive

element Operable to deliver power to recharge the rechargeable power supply, the

interface cable further operable to communicatively couple the portable audio file

player to the in dash component.

31. (WCurrently amended) The system of claim 30, further comprising an automobile,

wherein the lstelaiele-automobile sound system is installed within the automobile.

32. (QaigiaalCurrently amended) The system ofclaim 31, further comprising the portable audio

file player, wherein the portable audio file player is an MPS player.

33. (OriginalCmrently amended) The system of claim 31, further comprising a button operably

associated with the in dash component, the button operable to direct a mounted portable

audio file player to begin playing a first playlist of locally stored audio content.

34. (OriginalCurrently amended) The system of claim 33, wherein the interface cable is routed

such that the mounted portable audio file player is located apart from the in dash

component.
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35. (QégiHaiCurrenfly amended) The system of claim 34, wherein the interface cable

communicates a digital audio signal output from the mounted-portable audio file player to the

auxiliary connection port to allow outputting of a sound via the speakers

P33: 16 on4 US. App.No.: 10/947,755
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REMARKS

In a non-final Office action mailed August 25, 2005, claims 1-13 and 15-35 are rejected

under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) in view ofUS Pat No. 6,772,212 (“Len”), claims 12 and 14 were

rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(c) in view ofU.S. Pat. No. 6,061,306 (“Buchheim”). These

rejectious are addressed in the paragraphs below.

Applicants appreciate the he taken by the Examiner to carefully review Applicant’s

present applicatiorr. Applicants have carefully reviewed the Non-Final Office Action mailed

August 25, 2005.

Claims 1—35 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(c) over U.S. Patent No. 6,772,212 B1

(“Lau”). Lau discloses music servers 102 and 102A that utilize external media cartridges 120 or

external hard disk drives to store and supply audio files for playing by music servers 102 and

102A (See Figures 1 and 21). Servers 102 and 102A utilize an automobile’s 12—Volt power

supply as a source for powering controllers 320 and 320a and other components Within music

servers 102 and 102A (See Figures 6 and 22). In an advanced form, Lau‘s server 102A is

integrated into a head unit that is permanently installed in the dash ofan automobile (instead of

the trunk) for controlling a radio, CD player, tape deck and outputting digital audio files (See col.

5, lines 11-13 and col. 18, lines 24-26).

Claims 12 and 14 also stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over U.S. Patent No

6,061,306 (“Buchheim"). As taught in juxtaposition to Lau (Lau criticizes utilization of tape

player modules or portable music players that store music, (See Lau col. 2, lines 9 - 36),

Buchheim discloses a portable audio device 10 for outputting a playing of a digital music file to

speakers provided within the device (See Figure 2). The portable device ofBuchheim also

provides for mechanical and magnetic coupling when inserted into a cassette player to output an

analog audio playing ofa music file via a playing head 101 of a tape deck utilizing a magnetic

emulator 22 (See Figure 1). Buchheim does not allow for an electrical connection between

portable audio device 10 and a tape deck and as a result only low fidelity audio outputs are

provided (See col. 8, lines 25-27).

Rejection of Claims 1-11
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Claims 1-11 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau. Lau fails to disclose all of

the limitation of amended claim 1. For example, claim 1 as amended, includes, in addition to

other limitations, a “portable electronic device operable to be used independent of the audio

system.” The servers of Lau are not portable but are at best removable or transferable. Lau

teaches away from using portable electronic devices by stating “.. .using the portable solid state

music player with an automobile is not satisfactory” (col. 2, lines 21—23). Lau’s lack of

portability is firrther evidenced by use of music servers 102 and 102A which rely on an external

power source or a 12-Volt power supply provided by an automobile and portable music

cartridges 120 that lack the capability ofplaying music independent of server 102. In one form,

Lau provides a server 102A mounted as an in dash head unit for an automobile that includes a

radio tuner and controls operation of a CD changer (see col. 18, lines 24-38). The current

rejection mischaracterizes “remove ability” as “portability.” Portable electronic devices are well

known in the art ofelectronics as devices or Systems that may allow a user to operate a device,

for example, in a mobile environment independent or untethered to another system. Servers 102

and 102A disclosed by Lau do not provide or suggest use that is independent of an automobile or

disclose or suggest providing power to servers 102 and 102A independent of an automobile’s

power supply. As such, it is unclear how servers 102 and 102A would have utility outside of an

automobile as Leo fails to disclose, or suggest, the limitation of“portable electronic device

operable to be used independent of the audio system" as recited in claim 1.

Claim 1 also provides further limitations not found in Lau. For example, claim 1

includes the limitation ofa “cable having at least one conductive element operable to p_ro_vid_e

M and recharge a rechargeable power supply ofthe portable electronic device” and “the

cable further operable to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the

automobile sound fistcm” as recited in claim 1 (Emphasis Added).

Lau fails to provide such limitations. For example, Lau fails to disclose a cable to

“provide power and recharge a rechargeable power supply.” The connector provided by Lau

connects power 330 having glue logic 330 to power servers 102 and 102A (See Figures 6 and

2.2). Lau does not have a power supply but depends solely on receiving and distributing power

from an automobile only to power servers 102 and 102A. Lau states:
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“. . connector 322 provides the auto accessory signal and a 12 volt power source from the

car battery or other power source. This 12-volt power is communicated to pow/er module

330. Power module 330 then creates a 5 volt DC power source, which is communicated to

the components shown in FIG. 6”

(See col. 7, lines 46-51)

The present invention of claim 1 extends beyond what Lau teaches through enabling

p_owering a portable electronic device, communicatively coupling the portable electronic device
to the automobile’s sound system, and rechargm‘g a rechggeable power supply; of the portable

electronic device. As such, Lau fails to teach or suggest the limitations of providing a “cable

having at least one conductive element operable to provide power and charge a rechargeable

power supply ofthe portable electronic device” and “the cable fiarther operable to

communicafively couple the portable electronic device to the automobile sound system” as

recited in claim 1.

Lacking such limitations, Lau cannot anticipate amended claim 1. As such, Applicants

respectfufly request favorable allowance of independent claim 1. Additionally, claims 2-11,

which depend from claim 1, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As such,
Applicants requests favorable allowance of claims 1-1 I.

Rejection of Claims 12-16

Claims 12-16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau. Further, claimS 12 and

14 stand rejected over Buchheim. Lau and Buchheim fail to disclose all the limitations of

amended claim 12.

For example, claim 12 as amended includes, in addition to other limitations, a “device

connector operable to releasably engage the portable electronic device such that a contact portion

ofthe device interface system contacts a conductive element of the electmnic device to form at

least a portion of a commmication path operable to interconnect the sound system and the

portable electronic device, the device connector further operable to connect a power source to

charge a rechggeable power sypply ofthe portable electronic device.” (Emphasis Added)
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As described above, Lau is not a portable electronic device but is at best removable and

depends on an automobile’s power supply to power servers 102 and 102A. Further, the

limitations of claim 12 are not present in Lau as Lau does not provide or suggest a device

connector to form a communication path to interconnect the sound system to a portable

. electronic device or connect a power source to charge a rechargeable power supply of the

portable electronic device. As such, based on the limitations clearly not present in Lau, Lau

cannot anticipate amended claim 12.

Amended claim 12 includes limitations not present in Buchheim. Claim 12 includes, in

addition to other limitations, a“ evice connector operable to releasably engage the portable

electronic device such that a contact portion ofthe device interface system contacts a conductive

element of the electronic device to form at least a portion ofa communication path operable to

interconnect the sound system and the portable electronic device, the device connector further

operable to connect a power source to charge a rechargeable power supply ofthe mrtable

electronic device.” (Emphasis Added). There are no such elements within Buchheim.

Buchheim does not disclose a device connector and to provide any connection to a power

supply ofan automobile or cassette player to recharge device 10 and only includes a mechanical

interface for translating operational commands of a cassette player (See col. 7, lines 41-44).

Additionally, it would not be possible to modify the device ofBuchheim to interface a portion of

cassette deck using an electrical connection when mounted within a cassette holder. For

example, when Buchheim is placed within a tape deck of an automobile, the internal

configuration ofthe automobile’s audio system (e.g., a magnetic interface) would not be able to

provide a connector to connect the portable elect-Onic device to form bo_th a Wye—1h

to sound system and connect a power source to recharge a rechargeable supply of the portable

electronic device.

As such, Buchheim fails to provide a “device connector Operable to releasably engage the

portable electroriic device such that a contact portion ofthe device interface system contacts a

conductive element of the electronic device to form at least a portion ofa communication path

operable to inter-cennect the sound system and the portable electronic device, the device
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connector further operable to connect a power source to charge a rechargeable power supply of

the portable electronic device” as recited by claim 12.

‘ The limitations of amended claim 12 are absent from both Lau and Buchheim and
therefore cannot be anticipated. Applicants respectfully request favorable allowance of

independent claim 12. Additionally, claims 13-16, which depend from claim 12, provide

additional limitations not present in Lau or Bucbheim. As such, Applicants requests favorable

allowance of claims 12-16.

Rejection of Claims 17-23

Claims 17-23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau. Claim 1’7 as amended, is

distinguishable over Lau. For example, claim 17 includes, in addition to other limitations,

‘instafling‘a cable at the automobile sound smear component to 0% via the automobile sound

system a plaflng' of an audio content file stored in a memory of a portable electronic device”

wherein “the cable [is] operable to couple a power source ofthe automobile to supply power to

the portable electronic device and to charge a rechargeable power source of the portable

electronic device.”

As discussed above, Lau discloses only non—portable servers 102 and 102A. Lau is not

portable but is at best removable. Lau’s lack ofportability is evidenced by servers 102 and 102A

that rely on an external power source fiorn an automobile for power 330. Lau’s server 102A is

mounted as an in dash head unit for an automobile that includes a radio tuner and controls

operation ofa CD changer (see col. 18, lines 2438). Lau’s servers 102 and 102A do not provide

or suggest use of servers 102 and 102A independent of an automobile’s power supply and fails to

provide “installing a cable at the automobile sound system component a user to output via the

automobile sound wtem a plam'g ofan audio content file stored in a memory of a portable

electronic device” wherein “the cable [is] operable to couple a power source ofthe automobile tp

supply power to the portable electronic device and to charge a rechargeable power source ofthe

portable electronic device” as recited in amended claim 17.

As such, Lau cannot anticipate claim 17. As such, Applicants respectfiflly request

favorable allowance of independent claim 17. Additionally, claims 18-23, which depend fiom
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claim 17, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As such, Applicants requests

favorable allowance of claims 17-23.

Rejection of Claims 24-29

Claims 24-29 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(6) over Lau. Claim 24 is distinct

from Lau. For example, claim 24 as amended, includes, in addition to other limitations,

“communicatively coupling an automobile sound system to a portable electronic device via an

adapter cable” wherein the “the portable electronic device [is] operable to be used independent of

the automobile sound system.” Lau fails to provide these limitations. For example, Lau only

discloses servers 102 and 102A that rely on external power sources. Further, as stated above,

Lau is not portable but is at best removable. Lau’s lack ofportability is evidenced by servers

102 and 102A, which rely 0n external power from an automobile for power 330. Additionally,

Lau’s server 102A is provided as an in dash head unit for an automobile that includes a radio

tuner and controls operation of a CD changer (see col. 18, lines 24—38). Portable electronic

devices are well known in the art as systems or devices that may operate independent of another

system. Servers 102 and 102A disclosed by Lau do not provide or suggest use that is

independent ofan automobile or disclose or suggest providing power to servers 102 and 102A

independent of an automobile’s power supply.

Further, Lan’s servers lack power supplies and moreover does not rechargeable power

supplies. Lau only provides a power block 330 that includes glue logic 330 for converting and

distributing power within server 102. There is no power storage capacity provided by Lau’s

servers 102 and 102A and it is unclear how servers 102 and/or 102A would have utility outside

ofan automobile. As such, Lau fails to disclose, or suggest, the limitations of“communicatively

coupling an automobile sound system to an a-portable electronic device via an adapter cable”

wherein the “the portable electronic device [is] operable to be used independent of the

automobile sound system” as recited in claim 24.

Absent the above limitations, Lau carmot anticipate amended claim 24. As such,

Applicants respectfully request favorable allowance ofindependent claim 24. Additionally,

claims 24—29, which depend from claim 24, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As

such, Applicants requests favorable allowance of claims 24-29.
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Rejection of Claims 30-35

Claims 30-35 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(c) over Lau. Claim 30 as amended, is

distinct from Lau. Claim 30 includes, in addition to other limitations, “a portable electronic

device mount formed to releasably enggge a portion of a portable audio file player omrable to be

used independent of the vehicle sound system that includes a rechargeable power supply and a

processor operable to play a locally stored audio file” and “an interface cable interconnecting the

aux-film connection port and the electronic device mounL the interface cable havipg at least one

conductive element op_erable to deliver power to recharge the rechargeable power supply.”

(Emphasis Added)

As described above Lau fails to disclose a portable electronic device but at best provides

a removable server 102 and 102A that rely on an automobile’s power supply for power. As

such, Lau fails to provide or suggest “a portable electronic device mount formed to releasably

engage a portion of a portable audio file player operable to be used independent of the vehicle

sound system that includes a rechargeable power supply and a processor operable to play a

locally stored audio file” and “an interface cable interconnecting the auxiliary connection port

and the electronic device mount, the interface cable having at least one conductive element

operable to deliver power to recharge the rechargeable power supply" as recited in amended

claim 30.

As such, Lau cannot anticipate amended claim 30. As such, Applicants respectfully

request favorable allowance of independent claim 30. Additionally, claims 31—35, which depend

from claim 30, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As such, Applicants requests

favorable allowance of claims 30-35.

CONCLUSION

Applicants have amended the specification in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.121.

Applicants have provided a clean set of replacement paragraphs that correspond with their

respective numbered paragraphs ofthe present specification. Applicants respectftflly request

entry ofthe replacement paragraphs as shown in the Specification sectiOn ofthis amendment.
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Claims 1—2, 4, 6, 8, 12-13, 15, 17—19, 21, 24-26, and 28-35 have been amended

accordingly. Applicants provide revised claims that adequately indicate proper mark—ups ofthe

amended claim limitations. Applicants also submit that claims 1-35 are labeled with the

appropriate claim status identifier in accordance with 37 CPR. § 1.121.

Applicants respectfiflly submit that the amendment ofNovember 1, 2005 is now in

compliance with 37 C.F.R § 1.121.

Applicants have made an earnest effort to place this case in condition for allowance in

light ofthe amendments and remarks set forth above. Applicants respectfully request

reconsideration ofthe rejection and allowance ofclaims 1-35. Applicants believe no addifional

fee is due.

Any changes to the claims in this amendment, which have not been specifically noted to

overcome a rejection based upon the prior art, should be considered to have been made for a

purpose unrelated to patentability, and no estoppel should be deemed to attach thereto.

The Examiner is invited to coutact the undersigned attorney at the telephone number

listed below if such a call would in any way facilitate allowance ofthis application.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees, which may be required, or

credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account 506797 ofLARSON NEWMAN ABEL

POLANSKY & WHITE, LLP.

Respectfully submitted,

3 11 o to “(3..
Date Russell W. White; Reg. No. 45,691

Attorney for Applicant
LARSON NEWMAN ABEL

POLANSKY & WHITE, L.L.P.

5914 West Courtyard Drive, Ste. 200

Austin, Texas 78730

(512) 439-7100 (phone)

(512) 327-5452 (fax)
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Notice of Non-Compliant

Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) 

 The amendment document filed on is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the requirements of
, 37 CFR 1.121 or 1.4. In order for the amendment document to be compliant, correction of the following item(s) is required.

_ THE FOLLOWING MARKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT:
1.Amendments to the specification:

A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings.
D B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined.
E! C. Other .

I] 2. Abstract:
E] A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1.72.
E] B. Other

E] 3. Amendments to the drawings: a
I [I A. The drawings are not properly identified in the top margin as "Replacement Sheet,“ "New Sheet,” or

"Annotated Sheet” as required by 37 CFR 1.121 (d).
[I B. The practice ofsubmitting proposed drawing correction has been eliminated. Replacement drawings

III showing amended figures, without markings, in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 are required.C. Other .

[j 4. Amendments to the claims:
I] A. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present.
E] B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all pending claims (including withdrawn claims)
[:I C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status

of each claim cannot be identified. Note: the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim
number by using one of the following status identifiers: (Original). (Currently amended), (Canceled),
(Previousiy presented); (New), (Not e‘ntered), (Withdrawn) and Withdrawn-currently amended).

3 D. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order.E. Other: .

[j 5. Other (e.g., the amendment is unsigned or not signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4):

 

 

 

 

 

For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP § 714.

TIME PERIODS FOR FILING A REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

1. Applicant is given no new time period if the non-compliant amendment is an after—final amendment or an amendment
filed after allowance. lf applicant wishes to resubmit the non—compliant after-final amendment with corrections, the
entire corrected amendment must be resubmitted.

correction. if the non-compliant amendment is one of the following: a preliminary amendment, a non—final amendment
(including a submission for a request for continued examination (ROE) under 37 CFR 1.114), a supplemental
amendment filed within a suspension period under 37 CFR 1 .103(a) or (c), and an amendment filed in response to a
Quayle action. If any of above boxes 1. to 4. are checked. the correction required is only the corrected section of the
non-compliant amendment in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121.

Extensions of time are available under 37 CFR 1.136(a) only if the non-compliant amendment is a non-fmal

!
ll
l

x 2. Applicant is given one month, or thirty (30) days, whichever is longer, from the mail date of this notice to supply the
r amendment or an amendment filed in response to a Quayle action.

  
  

 

Failure to timely respond to this notice wfll result in:
Abandonment of the application if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final amendment or an amendment
filed in response to a Quayle action; or
Non-entry of the amendment if the non-compliant amendment is a preliminary amendment or supplemental

d :t.amenme 547 9,55? ‘/, ,7QI9
L l instruments Examiner LIE if Iicable Tele one No.

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. 022406
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Non-entry of the amendment if the non-compliant amendment is a preliminary amendment or supplemental
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REPLY TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT

UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.121

Dear Sir:

In response to the Notice ofNon-compliant Amendment mailed January 26, 2006,

Applicants submit a replacement of the “Specification Replacement Paragraphs" and “Claim

Amendments” section of the Reply to Non-Final Office Action filed November 1, 2005.
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IN THE TITLE

Please amend the Title to read as follows:

“SYSTEM AND NIETHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE AUDIO PLAYER TO

AN AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM”

IN THE SPECIFICATION

Please amend the Specification with the following rcplacement paragraphs:

[0015] FIG. SB illustrates an automobile console having a mount for coupling an

electronic device according to one aspect of the present invention;

[0020] The conceptual groundwork for the present invention includes wirelessly

communicating selective information to an electronic device. According to one aspect, a user

may interact with the Internet to select information, such as audio information, and wirelessly

communicate the selected information to an electronic device. The electronic device receives the

information via a wireleSs commtmications network and processes the information accordingly.

In a particularized form, a user may select information from an Internet website operable to

allow selectivity of audio information such as songs, on-line radio stations, on-Iine broadcasts,

streaming audio, or other selectable information. Upon selecting the audio information,

information or data aesociated with the selected audio information is wirelessly communicated to

an electronic device. The electronic device may then be used to process the selected audio

information. In this manner, a user may receive selective audio information via a wireless

electronic device.

[0021] In one form, the electronic device may be operable to communicate with an

individual ’s automobile audio system. A user may select audio information utilizing a personal

Computer with access to a website operable to disPlay selectable audio information. The selected

audio information may then be Wirelessly cemmunicated to the electronic device associated with

an automobile’s audio system. Therefore, upon receiving the Selected audio information, a user

Page 2 01'24 U.S. App. No.: 101947.755
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may access and play the received audio infOnnation utilizing the electronic device in association

with the automobile’s audio system.

[0024} Communicatious engine 102 is communicatively coupled to digital engine 101

and operable to wirelessly communicate the selected information to electronic device 103.

During operation, audio information may be selected by a user utilizing a personal computer or

other devices operable to communicate with an information network. Digital engine 101 is

operable to maintain information associated with the selected audio information. For example,

the information could be several songs or titles configured as an audio file and formatted in a

digital format suoh as an MPB file, Wave file, etc. The maintained information may also be a

reference to a network location where an audio file may be stored, a network location where a

network broadcast of audio information may be located, etc. or other network locations having

information associated with the selected audio infonnafion. Therefore, digital engine 101 may

maintain a plurality ofdifferent types of information or data associated with the selected audio

information.

[0025] System 100, utilizing communication engine 102, may wirelessly communicate

data or information associated with the selected audio information to electronic device 103'

thereby providing wireless communication of selected information to an electronic device 103

operable to receive wireless communications. In one embodiment, digital engine 101 may be

used in association with an Internet website configured to provide access to selectable

informatiou. The Internet website operably associated with digital engine 101 allows a user to

select information to be wirelessly communicated to electrouic device 103 utilizing a network

environment. The Internet website may include several different types of information related to
audio information.

[0030] In one embodiment, the selective information may be communicated using a

digital broadcast signal. Digital broadcast includes providing information via a signal such as

AM, FM, and the like. Digital information may be included or encoded as a sub-canier within

the broadcast signal and received by electronic device 103. A digital sub-carrier may include a

selective bandwidth of frequencies for a specific radio station (i.e., 6 MHz for PM). The

selective information may be wirelessly communicated to electronic device 103 utilizing a

Page 3 of24 U.S. App. N0.: 101947.755
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communication engine 102 operable to communicate the selective information via a digital FM

signal. In this manner, selective inferrnation may be communicated within digital FM sub-

carriers to an electrOnic device operable to receive the information. For example, a user may

subscribe to communicate the information via an FM sub-carrier and receive the selective data

through wireless communication via a specified PM sub-carrier.

[0031] In one embodiment, the selected information may be formatted and transmitted to

achieve a desirable transmission rate. For example, conventional systems may transmit

information at a speed of 10 kilobits per second. Therefore, for 1 megabyte of information to be

communicated to an electronic device, a transmission time of approximately 800 seconds may be

required. The preSent invention may allow for a relative increaSe in transmission speed by

removing the requirement that information be communicated asynchronously to an electronic

device. For example, conventional wireless communication utilizes a specified frequency to

communicate information in two directions (i.e., cellular phones). As such, information is

cemmunicated across a channel in an asynchrouous manner to provide a continuous audio signal
to the recipient.

[0040] Upon maintaining information or data associated with the selected information,

the method proceeds to step 204 where the method wirelessly communicates information

associated with the selected information to an electronic device. For example, if an audio file

associated with the selected audio information was maintained, the method would communicate

the audio file to the electronic device. In another embodiment, a link or network address

broadcasting the selected audio information may be accessed and, at step 204, wirelessly

communicated to an electronic device. In another embodiment, a combination ofdifferent types

ofaudio infOnnation may be wirelessly communicated to an electronic device. Upon

tranSmitting the selected audio information, the method proceeds to step 205 where the method
ends.

[0042] In some embodiments, the wireless communication to an electronic device may

occur in an off-line environment. For example, a user may go “on-line” to access a website and

select information and then go “off-line” or end the browsing session. The wireless

communication may then occur while the user is off-line thereby removing the confines ofusing

Page 4 on4 us. Ann. Nn.‘ m/cm 7-H
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an active or on-line browsing environment (i.e., Internet radio broadcast, streaming audio, etc.)

for accessing selected information. Therefore, the method ofFIG. 2 allows for information, such

as audio information, to be communicated from a network locatiOn such as a web site, to an

electronic deviCe “via” wireless communication. The present invention advantageously aIIOWs

users to access and download information accessible by a nettNork locatiOn to an electronic

device operable to receive wireless communications thereby reducing the need for land lines,

terrestrial communication networks, etc. for communicating selective information.

[0043] In one embodiment, the method ofFIG. 2 may be deployed in association with an

Internet website operable to display selectable links for downloading information. The

information may include audio information such as MP3s, streaming audio, streaming, Internet

broadcasts, etc. are selectable by a user and Operable to be wirelessly communicated to an

electronic device. By providing a user with a website of selectable audio information operable to

be wireless communicated to an electronic device, a user may customize information

communicated to an electronic device. In one embodiment, a user may mmmunicate

information to an electronic device that may not be owned by the user. For example the method

ofFIG. 2 could be modified to allow a user to wirelessly communicate audio information to a

plurality of electronic devices that may or may not be owned by the user.

[0044] FIG. 3 illustrates an electronic device operable to receive selected audio

information in accordance with the teachings ofthe present invention. Electronic device 300

includes a communication module 301 such as a transceiver caupled to storage medium 303 such

as a high speed buffer, programrnable memory, or other devices operable to store information.

Electromc device 300 may also include processor 302 operably associated with communication

module 301 and storage medium 303. Processor 302 may be Operable to process wirelessly

communicated selected information and in one embodiment may be integrated as part of

communication module 301 of storage medium 303. In the same manner, as larger scale

integration ofelectronic devices proliferate, communication module 301, processor 302, and

storage medium 303 may be integrated into one communication component or device Operable as
electronic device 300.

Page 5 of24 us. Ann. No.: 10/941755
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[0045] Processor 302 may be operable using software that may be stored within storage

medium 303. In one embodiment, software upgrades may be communicated to electronic device

300 via wireless communication allowing for efficient system upgrades for electronic device

300. Storage mediurn 303 may include one or seVeral different types of storage devices. For

example, storage medium 303 may include programmable gate arrays, ROM devices, RAM

devices, EEPROMs, minidisks or other memory devices operable to store information. ,

[0046] During use, electronic device 300 receives wireless cemmum'cations of selective

information. The information may be transmitted via a wireless communications network and

received by electronic device 300 via transceiver 301. Transceiver 301 may be operable to

convert the received wireless communicatiOn signal into a desirable format and store the

received informatiou within storage medium 303. The received information may then be
processed by electronic device 300.

[0051] For example, a specific frequency may be selected (i.e., 93.7 MHz) for

communicating the wireless received selected information from electronic device 300 to a

localized audio system Electronic device 300 comrmmication of the wirelessly received

information allows a conventional receiver to receive the selected audio information. In one

embodiment, the cenventional receiver may be configured to receive a digital sub-carrier, on-

cam'er, or other within a specified frequency. Therefore, electronic device 300 may be Operable

to locally transmit the signal at a specific frequency thereby allowing the conventioual receiver

to receive the informatiOn. In another embodiment, electronic device 300 may be operable to

scan plural bandwidths to receive the selective information. For example, transceiver 301 may

be operable to receiVe selective information across several frequencies and process the received

information accordingly.

[0056] FIG. 4 illustrates a graphical user interface (GUI) for displaying selectable audio

information according to one aspect of the present invention. The GUI may be operable with a

computer system, cellular device, PDA, or other electronic devices or systems operable to

display the GUI ofFIG. 4. The GUI, shown generally at 400, may be diSplayed using a

conventional web browser 402 Such as Microsoft® Internet Explorer, a WAP browser, or other

browsers operable to display the audio information. Browser 402 includes browser functions,

Page 6 of24 U.S. Ann. Na: 10/947 75‘:
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shown collectively at 403, for navigating a network such as the Internet or an intranet.

Homepage 401 may be displayed using browser 402 and may include several fimctions, features,
information, etc. related to audio information. Home page 401 may be develoPed using several

different types ofprogramming (i.e., HTML, XML, Java, etc.) used to developing a network
location or website.

[0059] Radio tab 406 may also be provided for displaying audio information. For

example, radio tab 406 may display a collective menu 411 of selectable fimctions or features

associated with audio information. Top ten lists may be provided to a user based or: Several

different billboard polls or genres. ,A search engine may be provided allowing a user to search

for a specific type ofaudio information such as an artist, song title, genre, and Internet radio

stations, etc. In one embodiment, a user may input the lyrics to a song within the search engine.

As such, the search engine may locate several different sengs having the desirable lyrics and

allow a user to select the search results. A user may also use a select a device feature that allows

a user to select a destination device for communicating selected audio information. For example,

a user may want to communicate a playlist to several different devices such as a PDA, a home

> computer system, a work computer system, etc.

[0061] In one embodiment, a user’s radio dial 412 may be provided when a registered

user logs into homepage 401. As such, radio dial 412 may include several functional buttons

similar to conventional systems such as a volume control and a station comrol. HOWeVCI, radio

dial 412 surpasses the limitations ofconventional systems through providing a programmable

radio dial ofuser customized audio information. Radio dial 412 includes Several stations that

may be programmed using program interface 413. The preset stations may include several

different types ofuser customized preset information such as user selected playlists, Internet

broadcast stations, top lists, group playlists, artist~selected lists. Internet radio station,

conventional radio stations, Internet phone, cellular phone, etc. and other functions, features, or

information associated With audio information.

[0062] Radio dial 412 may also be displayed as a separate user interface and in some

embodiments, does not require a “browsing” environment to view radio dial 412. For example,

an electronic device, such as a PDA, having a display may graphically present radio dial 412 to a
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user. One example may be using electronic device in association with an automobile audio

system. Electronic device may disPIay radio dial 412 and may allow a user to navigate, modify,

select, adjust volume, access daytimer, access phone lists, etc. or perform other functions while

the electronic device is used in association with an automobile sound system. Therefore, radio

dial 412 may be operable as an application for use with several different types ofelectronic

devices (i.e., computer systems, portable computing devices, cellular phones, etc.) operable to

diaplay radio dial 412 and in come embodiments may bewirelessly communicated to an
electronic device.

[0067] In one embodiment, the automobile may include memory Operable associated

with the automobile for storing‘information. The memory may be used in association with

mount 511 and electronic device 512 to store the selected audio information. in this manner,

voluminous audio information can be stored within the memory allowing electronic device 512

to receive additional information. In one embodiment, a mount may be provided for a home

audio system (not shown) for downloading selected audio information for use with a home audio

system. For example, a mount device may be coupled to a home stereo system such that the

upon placing an electronic device such as electronic device 500 within the mount, selected audio

information may be communicated to the home audio system thereby allowing a home audio
system to be used in association with an electronic device.

[0069] During operation, system 600 communicates Voice mail messages to a user

utilizing email server 601. For example, if a user receives a voice mail message, email server

601 would be notified and a voice mail message Would be sent to the user’s email acoount in the

form ofan email message. For example, a voice mail message would be sent to a user’s email

account within intranet 604 in the form ofan audio file as an attachment to the email. Upon

receiving the email, a user may click on the audio file representing the voice mail message to
hear the message left by a caller.

[0083] Upon communicating the selected information, the method may proceed to step

810 where the playlist may be executed. For example, a. user may select a continuous

communicatioa of selected audio information (e.g., sevaral hours ofmusic, Internet broadcast,

etc.). As such, the method may continuously play or execute the received audio information. In

Page 8 of24 us. Ann. No: 10/047,755

PAGE W26 * RCVD AT 2l24I2006 4:45:23 PM [Eastem Standard Time] * SVRIUSPTO-EFXRF-fllll ‘ DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:512 327 5452 * DURATION (mm-ss):07-58

Samsung EX. 1319 p. 238



Samsung Ex. 1319 p. 239

tramoos 4:02PM TL&A512-327-5452 510.6121 P. 11

CUSTOMER N0.
34456

another embodiment, the method may proceed to step 811 where the method may store or buffer

the received information until it is desirable to execute the received selected audio information at

step 812. As such, upon executing the selected audio infonnation, the method may proceed to

step 809 where the method may repeat. In one embodiment, a user may elect to download a

broadcast of an 0n-line radio station. For example, a user may want to listen to a radio station

- located in a remote location wherein conventional radio receivers could not receive the desired

broadcast. For example, a person living in Houston, Texas may not be able to receive a radio

broadcast signal from a radio station in Seattle, Washington utilizing a conventional radio
receiver.

[0092] During operation, electronic device 907 may be mounted within interface 904.

Electronic device 907 may also be powered or recharged via power line 910 and communicate

with the systems audio system via interface cable or bus line 911. Audio information

communicated to electronic device 907 may be transferred to audio system 901 such that a user

may listen to selected audio information. For example, a user may have previously selected a

plurality of audio files to be transmitted to electronic device 907. Electronic device 907 may

communicate the selected audio informatiou to the automobiles audio system that utilizes

interface 901 thereby allowing the user tolisten to selected audio information. In one

embodiment, cable 908 may be custom-installed to audio system 901. For example, the cable

may be coupled to an auxiliary line for the system’s radio or may be coupled to CD player line
912.
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CLAIM LISTING

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

application:

1. (Currently Amended) An audio System, mmprising: .

sea portable electronic device having a display, a memory, an audio file player, and a l -
housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the memory and

the audio file player are secured= the p_ortablc electronic chECe operable to be

tISed independent ofthe audio systfl;

a playlist engine operable to maintain a first playlist and a second playlist, wherein the

first playlist is Operable to include a selection of audio content having a

corresponding audio file saved in the memory;

an automobile having an automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and an in

dash sound system component operable to be coupled to the portable electronic

device via a cable;

the in dash sound system component comprising a selector operable to allow a user to

select the first playlist for outputting via the Speaker; and

the cable having at least one conductive element operable to provide poweHe-the and

charge te—a rec geable power supply of the portable electronic device, the cable

further operable to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the

automobile sound system.

2. (Qai-ginalCurrently amended) The audio system ofclaim 1, wherein the portable electronic i
device is a portable MP3 player and the cable communicates a processed digital

representation ofthe selection ofaudio content to the in dash sound system component.

3. (Original) The audio system ofclaim 1, wherein the selector comprises a button.

4. (QriginalCurrentlv amended) The audio system ofclaim 1, wherein the audio file player is an )
MP3 player.
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5. (Original) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the in dash sound system component further

cemprises a second selector operable to allow the user to select the second playlist for

outputting via the speaker.

6. (GeiginalCmrently amdnefi) The audio system ofclaim 5, wherein the first—selector is a first

button and the second selector is a second button.

7. (Original) The audio system of claim 1, further comprising a playlist generator to generate

the first playlist to be presented by the in dash sound system component.

8. (OriginalChmently amended) The audio system ofclaim 1, wherein the in dash sound system

component is fixed in a first location and the cable is routed to allow the portable

electronic device to be located in a different location.

9. (Original) The system ofclaim 1, wherein the cable plugs into the in dash sound system

component at a port.

10. (Original) The system ofclaim 9, wherein the port is located behind an automobile

dashboard.

11. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the port is a campact disk player interconnect

point of the in dash sound system component.

12. (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

aria portable electronic device having a display, a memory, an audio file player, and a I
housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the memory and

the audio file player are seemed the portable electroriic device operable to be used

independent of the audio system;

a device interface system that comprises a sound system connector and a device

connector;

the sound system connector operable to communicatively couple the device interface

system to a sound system; and
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the device connector operable to releasably engage the portableelectronic device such

that a contact portion ofthe device interface system contacts a conductive element

of the portable electronic device to form at least a portion of a communication

path operable to interconnect the sound system and the pertable electronic device,

the device connector further operable to connect a power source to recharge a

rechargeable pgwer supply of the p_0rtable electronic device.

13. (Currently Amended) The system ofclaim 12, firrther comprising an automobile having an

automobile sound System that comprises a speaker and an in dash sound system

component, wherein the automobile sound system is the installed—sound system.

14. (Original) The system ofclaim 12, wherein the sound system comprises a portable radio.

15. (Currently Amended) The System ofclaim 12, wherein the contact portion ofthe device

interface system is provided at an end portion ofa cable having at least one conductive

element, the cable operable to provide power to the portable electronic device.

16. (Original) The system bfclaim 12, wherein the audio file player is operable to process audio
content having a format selected from a group consisting of an MP3 file format, a WAV

file format, and a streaming audio format.

17. (Currently Amended) A method for facilitating the outputting of audio content comprising:

accessing an automobile sound system component having at least a first buttou for

controlling an operational feature ofMflfiautomobile sound system; and I
installing a cable at the automobile Sound system component that allows a user to output

via the automobile sound system a playing ofan audio content file stored in a

memory ofa portable electronic device that comprises the memory=, an audio file I
player, and a housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the

memory and the audio file player are secured, the cable orig-able to couple a

power source of the automobile to supply power to the mrtable electronic device

and to recharge a rechargeable power supply ot‘the portable electronic device.
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18. (Original) The method of claim 17, further comprising installing the cable to the automobile

sound system component, the cable operable to conductively couple the portable

electronic device to a power supply associated with the automobile.

l9. (QéginaiCm'rently amended) The method ofclaim 18, wherein the cable is further operable

to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the automobile sound system

component to output the playing of the-anaudio content file via a speaker assembly ofthe l
automobile sound system.

20. (Original) The method ofclaim 17, wherein the cable enables communication between the

portable electronic device and the automobile sound system companent via a compact

disk player port of the automobile sound system component

21. (Currently Amended) The method ofclaim 17, wherein the audio content file is included

within a playlist, firrther wherein the iateefaee-syetem- cable allows the portable

electronic device to communicate information about the playlist to the automobile sound

system component.

22. (Original) The method ofclaim 2], wherein the information is selected from a group

consisting ofa playlist name, a playlist number, a song title, a song genre, and a

performing artist.

23. (Original) The method of claim 2.2, wherein the automobile sound system component is

operable to preSent a graphical representation of the information to the user.

24. (Currently Amended) A method ofoutputting audio content, comprising:

commmiicatively coupling an automobile sound system to mmbgelecmmc device

via an adapter cable, the portable electronic device having an audio file player, a

local rechargeable power supply, and a memory operable to store a plurality of

selected audio content files, the adapter cable operable to conductively couple the

portable electronic device to a power supply associated with an automobile to l
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recharge the local rechargeable power supplyAhe portable electromc device
Wham-

allowing selection of a first audio content file via a button selector operably coupled to
the automobile sound system;

detecting a selection of the button selector;

playing the first audio centent file with the audio file player in response to the detection;
and

outputting a representation ofthe first audio content file via a speaker assembly ofthe
automobile sound system.

25. (QriginaJCurrcntly amended) The method ofclaim 24, further comprising initiating playing
of a first playlist comprising the first audio content file in response to the

deteetiendetecting the selection of the_button selector.

26. (OFiginaiCtgemlx amended) The method ofclaim 25, fiuther comprising initiating playing
ofa second playlist cempn'sing the second audio content file in response to detecting
selection ofa second button selector.

27. (Original) The method ofclaim 25, further cemprising receiving an input to randomly play
the first playlist.

28. (Oaiga‘nalgmrently amended) The method ofclaim 24, further cornprising:

accessing all;memory ofthe portable electronic device to identify a-the playlist to be

output by an automobile sound system; and

linking the button selector with the playlist
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29. (Wigamended) The method of claim 24, wherein-them

systeiaeempfises—a—reeei-ver,-fiirfl1er comprising:

receiving a wireless signal with the-areceiver of the automobile sound system;

pausing the playing ofthe first audio content file; and

outputting audio information represented by the wireless signal.

30. (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

a—vehieleau automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and an in dash component

that includes an auxiliary connectioa port;

can portable electronic device mount formed to releasably engage a portion ofa portable

audio file player operable to be used independent of the vehiele automobile sound

system that includes a rechargeable power supply and a processor operable to play
a locally stored audio file;31$!

an interface cable interconnecting the auxiliary connection port and the portable

electronic device mount, the interface cable having at least one conductive

element operable to deliver power to recharge the rechargeable power supply, the

interface cable fiirthcr operable to communicatively couple the portable audio file

player to the in dash component. i

31. (QfigirialCurrenfly amended) The system ofclaim 30, further comprising an automobile,

. wherein the vehicle-automobile sound system is installed within the automobile.

32. (Gd-ginaigggrenfly amended) The system of claim 31, further comprising the portable audio

file player, wherein the portable audio file player is an MP3 player.

33. (Oeigiaalcurrently amended) The system of claim 31, further comprising a button operably

assooiated with the in dash component, the button operable to direct a mounted portabk

audio file player to begin playing a first playlist of locally stored audio content.

34. (OriginalCmrently amended) The system ofclaim 33, wherein the interface cable is routed

such that the mounted portable audio file player is located apart from the in dash
component.
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35. (GéginalCurrently amended) The System of claim 34, wherein the interface cable

communicates a digital audio signal output fi'om the mmmted—portable audio file player to the

auxiliary connection port to allow outputting ofa sound via the Speaker.-.-
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REMARKS

In a non-fmal Office action mailed August 25, 2005, claims 1-13 and 15—35 are rejected
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) in View of U.S Pat. No. 6,772,212 (“Lau”), claims 12 and 14 were

rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(6) in view of U.S. Pat. No. 6,061,306 (“Buchheim”). These
rejections are addressed in the paragraphs below.

Applicants appreciate the time taken by the Examiner to carefiilly review Applicant’s
present application. Applicants have carefully reviewed the Non-Final Office Action mailed
August 25, 2005. '

Claims 1-35 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(6) over U.S. Patent No. 6,772,212 B1

(“Lau”). Lau discloses music servers 102 and 102A that utilize external media cartridges 120 or
external hard disk drives to store and supply audio files for playing by music servers 102 and

102A (See Figures 1 and 21). Servers 102 and 102A-utilize an automobile’s 12—Volt power
supply as a source for powering controllers 320 and 320a and other components within music

servers 102 and 102A (See Figures 6 and 22). In an advanced form, Lau’s server 102A is

integrated into a head unit that is permanently installed in the dash of an automobile (instead of

the trunk) for controlling a radio, CD player, tape deck and outputting digital audio files (See col.
5, lines 11~13 and col. 18, lines 24-26).

Claims 12 and 14 also stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(c) over U.S. Patent No

6,061,306 (“Buchheim”). As taught injuxtaposition to Lau (Lau criticizes utilization oftape
player modules or portable music players that store music, (See Lau col. 2, lines 9 - 36),

Buchheim discloses a portable audio device 10 for outputting a playing of a digital music file to
speakers provided Within the deviCe (See Figure 2). The portable device ofBuchheirn also

provides for mechanical and magnetic coupling when inserted into a cassette player to output an

analog audio playing ofa music file via a playing head 101 ofa tape deck utilizing a magnetic
emulator 22 (See Figure 1). Buchheim does not allow for an electrical connection between

portable audio device 10 and a tape deck and as a result Only low fidelity audio outputs are
provided (See 001. 8, lines 25-27).

Rejection of Claims 1-11
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Claims 1-11 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(c) over Lau. Lau fails to disclose all of

the limitation of amended claim 1. For example, claim 1 as amended, includes, in addition to

other limitatiOns, a “pm-table electronic device Operable to be used independent of the audio

system.” The servers ofLau are not portable but are at best removable or transferable. Lau

teaches away from using portable electronic devices by stating . .using the portable solid state

music player with an automobile is not satisfactory” (col. 2, lines 21-23). Lau’s lack of

portability is further evidenced by use ofmusic servers 102 and 102A which rely on an external

power source or a 12-Volt power supply provided by an automobile and portable music

cartridges 120 that lack the capability ofplaying music independent ofServer 102. In one form,
Lau provides a server 102A mounted as an in dash head unit for an automobile that includes a

radio tuner and controls operation of a CD changer (see col. 18, lines 24—3 8). The current

rejectiou mischaracterizes “remove ability” as “portability.” Portable electrouic devices are Well

1:11an in the art of electronics as devices or systems that may allow a me: to operate a device,
for example, in a mobile environment independent or untethered to another system. Servers 102

and 102A disclosed by Lau do not provide or suggest use that is independent of an automobile or

disclose or suggest providing power to servers 102 and 102A independent of an automobile’s

power supply. As such, it is unclear how servers 102 and 102A would have utility outside ofan

automobile as Lau fails to disclose, or suggest, the limitatiou of “portable electronic device

operable to be used independent ofthe audio system” as recited in claim 1.

Claim 1 also provides further limitations not found in Lau. For example, claim 1

includes the limitation ofa “cable having at least one conductive element operable to provide
mwer and recharge a rechargeable mwer supply ofthe portable electronic device” and “the

cable further operable to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the

automobile Sound system" as recited in claim 1 (Emphasis Added).

Lau fails to provide such limitations. For example, Lau fails to disclose a cable to

“provide power and recharge a rechargeable power supply.” The connector provided by L811

connects power 330 having glue logic 330 to power servers 102 and 102A (See Figures 6 and

22). Lan does not have a power supply but depends solely on receiving and distributing power
from an automobile m to power servers 102 and 102A. Lau states:
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“...connector 322 provides the auto accessory signal ends 12 volt power source from the

car battery or other power scurce. This 12-volt power is communicated to power module

330. Power module 330 then creates a 5 volt DC power some, which is communicated to
the compOnents shoWn in FIG. 6”

(See col. 7, lines 46-51)

The present invention of claim 1 extends beyond what Lau teaches through enabling
powering a mrtable electronic device, connnunicatively coupling the pprtable electronic device

to the automobile’s Sound system, and recharging a rechargeable ppwer supply ofthe pprtable

electronic device. As such, Lau fails to teach or suggest the limitatious ofproviding a “cable

having at least one conductive element operable to provide power and charge a rechargeable
power supply of the portable electronic device” and “the cable further operable to

communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the automobile sound system” as
recited in claim 1.

Lacking such limitations, Lau Cannot anticipate amended claim 1. As such, Applicants

respectfully request favorable allowance of independent claim 1. Additionally, claims 2—1 1,

which depend fi‘om claim 1, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As such,
Applicants requests favorable allowance ofclaims 1-11.

Rejection ofClaims 12-16

Claims 12-16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau. Furflier, claims 12 and

14 stand rejected over Buchheim. Lou and Buchheim fail to disclose all the limitations of
amended claim 12.

For example, claim 12 as amended includes, in additiori to other limitations, a “device

connector Operable to releasablx engage the portable electmnic device such that a contact portion

ofthe device interface system contacts a conductive element ofthe electronic device to form at

least a mrtion ofa communication path operable to interconnect the sound system and the

portable electronic device, the device connector further operable to connect a power source to

cha_rge arechargeable mwer supply ofthe portable electronic device.” (Emphasis Added)
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As described above, Lau is not a portable electronic device but is at best removable and

depends on an automobile’s power supply to power servers 102 and 102A. Further, the

limitations of claim 12 are not present in Lau as Lau does not provide or suggest a device

connector to form a communication path to interconnect the sound system to a p.ortable

electronic device or connect a power source to charge a rechargeable mwer supply ofthe

pprtable electronic device. As such, based on the limitations clearly not present in Lau, Lau
cannot anticipate amended claim 12.

Amended claim 12 includes limitations not present in Buchheim. Claim 12 includes, in

addition to other limitations, a “device connector Operable to releasably engage the pprtable
electronic device such that a contact portion of the device interface system contacts a conductive

element of the electronic device to form at least a portion 01 a communication path omable to
interconnect the sound system and the mable electronic device, the device connector further

operable to connect a poorer source to charge a rechargeable power supply ofthe ppmtble
electromc device.” (Emphasis Added). There are no such elements within Buchheim.

Buchheirn does not diaclose a device connector and to provide any connection to a power
supply ofan automobile or cassette player to recharge device 10 and only includes a mechanical

interface for translating operational commands ofa cassette player (See col. 7, lines 41 —44).

Additionally, it Would not be possible to modify the device ofBuchheim to interface a portion of
cassette deck using an electrical connection when mounted within a cassette holder. For

example, when Buchheim is placed within a tape deck ofan automobile, the internal

configuration ofthe automobile’s audio system (e.g., a magnetic interface) would not be able to

provide a cennector to connect the portable electronic device to form m a communication path

to sound system and connect a power source to recharge a rechargeable supply of the portable
electronic device.

As such, Buchheim fails to provide a “device connector operable to releasably engage the

portable electronic device such that a contact portion ofthe device interface system contacts a

cenductiVe element of the electrOnic device to form at least a portion ofa communication path
Operable to interconnect the sound system and the portable electrouio device, the device
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connector further operable to connect a power source to charge a rechargeable power supply of
the portable electronic device” as recited by claim 12.

The limitations ofamended claim 12 are absent fi-om both Lau and Buchheim and

therefore cannot be anticipated. Applicants respectfully request favorable allowance of

independent claim 12. Additionally, claims 13-16, which depend from claim 12, provide
additional limitations not present in Lau or Buchheim. As such, Applicants requests favorable
allowance ofclaims 12-16.

Rejection of Claims 17-23

Claims 17-23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau. Claim 17 as amended, is
distinguishable over Lau. For example, claim 17 includes, in addition to other limitations,
“instalh_ng' a cable at the automobile sound system component to outmt via the automobile sound

fistem a plam‘g ofan audio content file stgred in a memog; ofa portable electronic device"

wherein “the cable [is] operable to couple a power source ofthe automobile to supply power to
the portable electronic device and to charge a rechargeable power source of the portpble

' electronic deviCe.”

As discussed above, Lau discloses only non—portable servers 102 and 102A. Lau is not

portable but is at best removable. Lau’s lack ofportability is evidenced by servers 102 and 102A

that rely on an external power source from an automobile for power 330. Lau’s server 102A is

mounted as an in dash head unit for an automobile that includes a radio tuner and corrtrols

operation ofa CD changer (see col. 18, lines 24-3 8). Lau’s servers 102 and 102A do not provide

or suggest use of servers 102 and 102A independent of an automobile’s power supply and fails to

provide “installing a cable at the automobile sound system compgnent a user to output via the

automobile sound system a plam'g ofan audio content file gored in a memog of a mrtable

electronic device” wherein “the cable [is] operable to couple a power source of the automobile to
supply pOWer to the mrtable electronic device and to charge a recmgeable mwer source ofthe
portable electronic device” as recited in amended claim 17.

As such, Lau carmot anticipate claim 17. As such, Applicants respectfully request

favorable allowance of independent claim 17. Additionally, claims 18-23, which depend from
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claim 17, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As such, Applicants requests
favorable allowanCc of claims 17-23.

Rejection of Claims 24-29

Claims 24-29 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau. Claim 24 is distinct

from Lau. For example, claim 24 as amended, includes, in addition to other limitations,
“communicatively coupling an automobile Sound System to a portable electronic device via an

adapter cable” wherein the “the portable electronic device [is] operable to be used independent of
the automobile scund system.” Lau fails to provide these limitations. For example, Lau only
discIOSes servers 102 and 102A that rely on external power sources. Further, as stated above,
Lau is not portable but is at best removable. Lau‘s lack ofportability is evidenced by servers

102 and 102A, which rely on external power from an automobile for power 330. Additionally,
Lau’s server 102A is provided as an in dash head tmit for an automobile that includes a radio

tuner and controls operation ofa CD changer (see col. 18, lines 2438). Portable electronic

devices are well known in the art as systems or devices that may operate independent ofanother

system. Servers 102 and 102A disclosed by Lau do not provide or suggest use that18
independent of an automobile or disclose or suggest providing power to servers 102 and 102A

independent ofan automobile’ 5 power supply.

Further, Lau’s servers lack power supplies and moreover does not rechargeable power

supplies. Lau only provides a pOWer block 330 that includes glue logic 330 for converting and

distributing power within server 102. There is no poWer storage capacity provided by Lau’s

sen/era 102 and 102A and it is unclear how servers 102 and/or 102A would have utility outside

ofan automobile. As such, Lau fails to disclose, or suggest, the limitations of“communicativcly
coupling an automobile sound system to an a—portable electronic device via an adapter cable”

wherein the “the portable electronic device [is] Operable to be used independent ofthe
automobile somd system" as recited in claim 24.

Absent the above limitations, Lau cannot anticipate amended claim 24. As such,

Applicants respectfiilly request favorable allowance of independent claim 24. Additionally,
claims 24—29, which depend from claim 24, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As
such, Applicants requests favorable allowance ofclaims 24—29.
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Rejection of Claims 30-35

Claims 30-35 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau. Claim 30 as amended, is
distinct from Lau. Claim 30 includes, in addition to other limitations, “a portable electronic

device mount formed to releasably engage a pprtiOn ofa portable audio file player ext-able to be
Used indegndent ofthe vehicle sound sygem that includes a rechggeable power supply and a
processor operable to play a locally stored audio file” and “an interface cable interconnecting the

' auxilim connection port and the electronic device mount, the interface cable having at least one
conductive element Opprable to deliver power to recharge the rechargeable power supply.”
(Emphasis Added)

As described above Lau fails to disclose a portable electronic device but at best provides

a removable Server 102 and 102A that rely on an automobile‘s power supply for power. As

such, Lau fails to provide or Suggest “a portable electronic device mount formed to releasably
engage a portion ofa portable audio file player operable to be used independent of the vehicle

sound system that includes a rechargeable power supply and a processor operable to play a

locally stored audio file” and “an interface cable interconnecting the auxiliary connection port
and the electronic device mount, the interface cable having at least one conductive element

operable to deliVer power to recharge the rechargeable power supply” as recited in amended
claim 30.

As such, Lau cannot anticipate amended claim 30. As such, Applicants respectfully

request favorable allowance ofindependent claim 30. Additionally, claims 31-35, which depend

from claim 30, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As such, Applicants. requests
favorable allowance ofclaims 30'35.

CONCLUSION

Applicants have amended the specification in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.121.

Applicants have provided a clean set ofreplacement paragraphs that correspond with their

respective numbered paragraphs ofthe present specification. Applicants respectfully request
entry ofthe replacement paragraphs as shown in the Specification section of this amendment.
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Claims 1-2, 4, 6, 8, 12-13, 15, 17-19, 21, 24-26, and 28-35 have been amended

accordingly. Applicants provide revised claims that adequately indicate preper mark-ups of the
amended claim limitations. Applicants also Submit that claims 1-35 are labeled with the

appropriate claim status identifier in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.121.

Applicants respectfully submit that the amendment ofNoyember I, 2005 is now in

compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.121 ,

Applicants have made an earnest effort to place this case in condition for allowance in

light of the amendments and remarks set forth above. Applicants respectfitlly request

reconsideration of the rejection and allowance of claims 1-35. Applicants believe no additional
fee is due.

Any changes to the claims in this amendment, which have not been specifically noted to

overcome arej ection based upon the prior art, should be considered to have been made for a

purpose unrelated to patentability, and no estoppcl should be deemed to attach thereto.

The Examiner is invited to centact the undersigned attorney at the telephone number

listed below ifsuch a call would in any Way facilitate allowance of this application.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees, which may be required, or
credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account Nmnbcr 50-2469.

242,1 [0&2
Date

ResPectfully submitted,

 
W. White; Reg. No. 45,691

Attorney for Applicant(s)

TOLER, LARSON & ABEL, L.L.P.

5000 Plaza On The Lake, Suite 265
Austin, Texas 78746

(512) 327—55 15 (phone)
(512) 327-5452 (fax)
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Applicant(s): Russell W. White et a1.

 

Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE MP3 PLAYER TO AN

AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM (As AMENDED)
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IN THE TITLE

Please amend the Title to read as follows:

“SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE AUDIO PLAYER TO

AN AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM”

IN THE SPECIFICATION

Please amend the Specification with the following replacement paragraphs:

[0015] FIG. SB illustrates an automobile console having a mount for coupling an

electronic device according to one aspect ofthe present invention;

[0020] The couceptual groundwork for the present invention includes wirelessly

communicating selective information to an electronic device. According to one aspect, a user

may interact with the Internet to select information, such as audio information, and wirelessly

communicate the selected information to an electronic device. The electronic device receives the

information via a wireless communications network and processes the information accordingly.

In a particularized form, a user may select information from an Internet website operable to

allow selectivity ofaudio information such as songs, on-line radio stations, on-line broadcasts,

streaming audio, or other selectable information. Upon selecting the audio information,

information or data associated with the selected audio information is wirelessly communicated to

an electronic device. The electromc device may then be used to process the selected audio

information. In this manner, a user may receive selective audio information via a wireless

electronic device.

[0021] In one form, the electronic device may be operable to communicate with an

individual‘s automobile audio system. A user may select audio informatiOn utilizing a personal

computer With access to a website operable to display selectable audio information. The selected

audio information may then be wirelessly communicated to the electronic device associated with

an automobile’s audio system. Therefore, upon receiving the selected audio information, a user

Page 2 of 24 US. App. No.: 10/947,755
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may access and play the received audio information utilizing the electronic device in association

with the automobile’s audio system.

[0024] Communications engine 102 is commuiucatively coupled to digital engine 101

and operable to wirelessly communicate the Selected information to electronic device 103.

During operation, audio information may be selected by a user utilizing a personal computer or

other devices operable to communicate with an information network. Digital engine 101 is

operable to maintain information associated with the selected audio information. For example,

the information could be Several songs or titles configured as an audio file and formatted in a

digital format such as an MP3 file, waw file, etc. The maintained infonnation may also be a

reference to a network location where an audio file may be stored, a network location where a

network broadcast ofaudio information may be located, etc. or other network locations having

information associated with the selected audio information. Therefore, digital engine 101 may

maintain a plurality ofdifferent types of information or data associated with the selected audio

information.

[0025] System 100, utilizing comrmmication engine 102, may wirelessly conununicate

data or information assooiated with the selected audio information to electronic device 103

thereby providing wireless mmmunication ofselected information to an electronic device 103

operable to receive wireless communications. In one embodiment, digital engine 101 may be

used in association with an Internet website configured to provide access to selectable

information. The Internet website operably associated with digital engine 101 allows a user to

select information to be wirelessly communicated to electronic device 103 utilizing a network

environment. The Internet website may include several different types ofinformation related to

audio information.

[0030] In one embodiment, the selective information may be communicated using a

digital broadcast signal. Digital broadcast includes providing information via a signal such as

AM, FM, and the like. Digital information may be included or encoded as a sub-carrier within

the broadcast signal and received by electronic device 103. A digital sub-carrier may include a

selective bandwidth of frequencies for a specific radio station (i.e., 6 MHz for FM). The

selective information may be wirelessly communicated to electronic device 103 utilizing a
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communication engine 102 operable to communicate the selective information via a digital FM

signal. In this manner, selective information may be communicated Within digital FM sub-

carriers to an electronic device operable to receive the information. For example, a user may

subscribe to communicate the information via an FM sub-carrier and receive the selective data

through wireleSS communication Via a Specified FM sub-carrier.

[0031] In one embodiment, the selected information may be formatted and transmitted to

achieve a desirable n'ansmissiOn rate. For example, conventional systems may transmit

information at a speed of 10 kilobits per secOnd. Therefore, for 1 megabyte of information to be

communicated to an electronic device, atransmission time ofapproximately 800 seconds may be

required The present invention may allow for a relative increase in transmission speed by

removing the requirement that information be communicated asynchronously to an electronic

device. For example, conventional wireless communication utilizes a specified frequency to

communicate information in two directions (i.e., cellular phones). As such, information is

communicated across a channel in an asynchronous manner to provide a continuOus audio signal

to the recipient.

[0040] Upon maintaining information or data associated with the selected information,

the method proceeds to step 204 where the method wirelessly communicates information

associated with the selected information to an electronic device. For example, if an audio file

associated with the selected audio information was maintained, the method would communicate

the audio file to the electronic device. In another embodirnent, a link or network address

broadcasting the selected audio information may be accessed and, at step 204, wirelessly

communicated to an electronic device. In another embodiment, a combination ofdifferent types

ofaudio information may be wirelessly communicated to an electronic device. Upon

transmitting the selected audio information, the method proceeds to step 205 where the method

ends.

[0042] In some embodiments, the wireless communication to an electronic device may

occur in an off-line environment. For example, a user may go “On-line” to access a website and

select information and then go “off-line” or end the browsing session. The wireless

communication may then occur while the user is off-line thereby removing the confines of using
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an active or on—line browsing environment (i.e., Internet radio broadcast, streaming audio, etc.)

for accessing selected information. Therefore, the method ofFIG. 2 allows for information, such

as audio information, to be communicated from a network location such as a web site, to an

electronic device “via” wireless communication. The present invention advantageously allows

users to access and download information accessible by a network location to an electronic

device operable to receive wireless communications thereby reducing the need for land lines,

terrestrial communication networks, etc. for communicating selective information.

[0043] In one embodiment, the method ofFIG. 2 may be deployed in association with an

Internet website operable to display selectable links for downloading information. The

information may include audio information such as MPSs, streaming audio, streaming, Internet

broadcasts, etc. are selectable by a user and operable to be wirelessly communicated to an

electronic device. By providing a user with a website of selectable audio information operable to

be wireless communicated to an electronic device, a user may customize information

communicated to an electronic device. In one embodiment, a user may communicate

information to an electronic device that may not be owned by the user. For example the method

ofFIG. 2 could be modified to allow a user to wirelessly communicate audio information to a

plurality ofelectronic devices that may or may not be owned by the user.

[0044] FIG. 3 illustrates an electronic device operable to receive selected audio

information in accordance with the teachings of the present invention. Electronic device 300

includes a communication module 301 such as a transceiver coupled to storage medium 303 such

as a high speed bufi'er, programmable memory, or other devices operable to store information.

Electronic device 300 may also include processor 302 Operably associated with communication

module 301 and storage medium 303. Processor 302 may be operable to process wirelessly

communicated selected information and in one embodiment may be integrated as part of

communication module 301 of storage medium 303. In the same manner, as larger scale

integration ofelectronic devices proliferate, communication module 301, processor 302, and

storage medium 303 may be integrated into one communication camponent or device operable as

electronic device 300.
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[0045] Processor 302 may be operable using software that may be stored within storage

medium 303. In one embodiment, sofiware upgrades may be communicated to electronic device

300 via wireless communication allowing for efficient system upgrades for electronic device

300. Storage medium 303 may include one or several different types of storage devices. For

example, storage medium 303 may include programmable gate arrays, ROM devices, RAM

devices, EEPROMS, minidisks or other memory devices operable to store information.

[0046] During use, electronic device 300 receives wireless communications of selective

information. The information may be transmitted via a wireless communicatious network and

received by electronic device 300 via transceiver 301. Transceiver 301 may be operable to

convert the received wireless communicatiOn signal into a desirable format and store the

received information within storage medium 303. The received information may then be

processed by electronic device 300.

[0051] For example, a Specific fi-equency may be selected (i.e., 93.7 MHz) for

communicating the wireless received selected information fiom electronic device 300 to a

localized audio system. Electronic device 300 communication ofthe wirelessly received

information allows a conventional receiver to receive the selected audio information. In one

embodiment, the conventional receiver may be configured to receive a digital sub-carrier, on-

carrier, or other within a specified frequency. Therefore, electronic device 300 may be operable

to locally transmit the signal at a specific frequency thereby allowing the conventional receiver

to receive the information. In another embodiment, electronic device 300 may be operable to

scan plural bandwidths to receive the selective information. For example, transceiver 301 may

be operable to receive selective information across several frequencies and process the received

information accordingly.

[0056] FIG. 4 illustrates a graphical user interface (GUI) for displaying selectable audio

information according to one aspect ofthe present invention. The GUI may be operable with a

computer system, cellular device, PDA, or other electronic devices or systems operable to

display the GUI ofFIG. 4. The GUI, shown generally at 400, may be displayed using a

conventional web browser 402 such as Microsoft® Internet Explorer, a WAP browser, or other

browsers operable to disPIay the audio information. Browser 402 includes browser functions,
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shown collectively at 403, for navigating a network such as the Internet or an intranet.

Homepage 401 may be di5played using browser 402 and may include several functions, features,

information, etc. related to audio information. Home page 401 may be developed using several

different types ofprogramming (i.e., HTML, XML, Java, etc.) used to developing a network

location or website.

[0059] Radio tab 406 may also be provided for displaying audio information. For

example, radio tab 406 may display a collective menu 411 of selectable functions or features

associated with audio information, Top ten lists may be provided to a user based on Several

different billboard polls or genres. _A Search engine may be provided allowing a user to search

for a specific type ofaudio information such as an artist, song title, genre, and Internet radio

stations, etc. In one embodiment, a user may input the lyrics to a song within the search engine.

As such, the search engine may locate several different songs having the desirable lyrics and

allow a user to select the search results. A user may also use a select a device feature that allows

a user to select a destination device for cemmunicating selected audio information For exanmle,

a user may want to communicate a playlist to several different devices such as a FDA, 3 home

computer system, a work computer system, etc.

[0061] In one embodiment, a user’s radio dial 412 may be provided when a registered

user logs into homepage 401. As such, radio dial 412 may include several functional buttons

similar to conventional systems such as a volume control and a station control. However, radio

dial 412 surpasses the limitations ofconventional systems through providing a programmable

radio dial ofuser customized audio informatiOn. Radio dial 412 includes several stations that

may be programmed using program interface 413. The preset stations may include several

different types ofuser Customized preset information such as user selected playlists, Internet

broadcast stations, top lists, group playlists, artist-selected lists, Internet radio station,

conventional radio stations, Internet phone, cellular phene, etc. and other fimctlons, features, or

information associated with audio information.

[0062] Radio dial 412 may also be displayed as a separate user interface and in sorne

embodiments, does not require a “browsing” environment to view radio dial 412. For example,

an electronic device, such as a PDA, having a diSplay may graphically present radio dial 412 to a
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user. One example may be using electromc device in association with an automobile audio

system. Electronic device may display radio dial 412 and may allow a user to navigate, modify,

select, adjust volume, access daytimer, access phone lists. etc. or perform other functions while

the electronic device is used in association with an automobile sound system. Therefore, radio

dial 412 may be Operable as an application for use with several different types ofelectronic

devices (i.e., computer systems, portable computing devices, cellular phones, etc.) operable to

display radio dial 412 and in come embodiments may be wirelessly communicated to an

electronic device.

- [0067] In one embodiment, the automobile may include memory operable associated

with the automobile for storing'infonnation. The memory may be used in association with

mount 511 and electronic device 512 to store the selected audio information. In this manner,

volmninous audio information can be stored within the memory allowing electronic device 512

to receive additional information. In one embodiment, a mount may be provided for a home

audio system (not shown) for downloading selected audio information for use with a home audio

system. For example, a mormt device may be coupled to a home stereo system such that the

upon placing an electronic device such as electronic device 500 within the mount, selected audio

information may be communicated to the home audio system thereby allowing a hOme audio

system to be used in association with an electronic device.

[0069] During operation, system 600 commrmicates voice mail messages to a user

utilizing email server 601 . For example, if a usar receives a voice mail message, email server

601 would be notified and a voice mail message Would be sent to the user’s email account in the

form ofan email message. For example, a voice mail message would be sent to a user’s email

account within intranet 604 in the form of an audio file as an attachment to the email. Upon

receiving the email, a user may click on the audio file representing the voice mail message to

hear the message left by a caller.

[0083] Upon communicating the selected information, the method may proceed to step

810 where the playlist may be executed. For example, a user may select a continuous

communication of selected audio information (e.g., several hours of music, Internet broadcast,

etc.). As such, the method may continuously play or execute the received audio information. In

P05: 8 of24 v.5. Ann. No: 10/941755
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another embodiment, the method may proceed to step 811 where the method may store or buffer

the received information until it is desirable to execute the received selected audio information at

step 812. As such, upon executing the selected audio information, the method may proceed to

step 809 where the method may repeat. In one embodiment, a user may elect to download a

broadcast of an on-line radio station. For example, a user may want to listen to a radio station

located in a remote location wherein conventional radio receivers could not receive the desired

broadcast. For example, a person living in Houston, Texas may not be able to receive a radio

broadcast signal fi‘om a radio station in Seattle, Washington utilizing a conventional radio

receiver.

[0092} During operation, electronic device 907 may be mounted within interfaCe 904.

Electronic device 907 may also be powered or recharged via power line 910 and communicate

with the systems audio system via interface cable or bus line 911. Audio information

communicated to electronic device 907 maybe transferred to audio system 901 such that a user

may listen to selected audio information. For example, a user may have previously selecwd a

plurality ofaudio files to be transmitted to electronic device 907. Electronic device 907 may

cemmunicate the selected audio information to the automobiles audio system that utilizes

interface 901 thereby allowing the user to listen to selected audio information. In one

embodiment, cable 908 may be custom-installed to audio system 901. For example, the cable

may be coupled to an auxiliary line for the system’s radio or may be coupled to CD player line

912.
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CLAIM LISTING

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, ofclaims in the

application:

1. (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

ma portable electronic device having a display, a memory, an audio file player, and a I
housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the memory and

the audio file player are secured, the portable electronic device operable to 3

used independent of the audio system;

a playlist engine operable to maintain a first playlist and a second playlist, wherein the

first playlist is operable to include a Selection ofaudio content having a

corresponding audio file saved in the memory;

an automobile having an automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and an in

dash sound system component operable to be coupled to the portable electronic

device via a cable;

the in dash sound system component comprising a Selector operable to allow a user to

select the first playlist for outputting via the speaker; and

the cable having at least one conductive element Operable to provide powerfl and

cit—argeje—a rechargeable power supplv ofthe portable electronic device, the cable

further operable to communicatively couPle the portable electronic device to the

automobile sound system.

2. (Grig-i-aalCunently amended) The audio system ofclaim 1, wherein the pgrtable electronic ‘
device is a portable MP3 player and the cable mmmunicates a processed digital

representation ofthe selection of audio content to the in dash sound system component.

3. (Original) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the selector comprises a button.

4. (Qfig'aalCun-entlv amended) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the audio file player is an |
MPS player.

Page 10 (£24 U.S. App. No.2 101941755

PAGE 35!“ * RCVD AT 2I24l20D6 3:50:18 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ’ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5l14 " DNIS:2738300 * CSID:512 32? 5452 * DURATION (mm-ss):12-18

Samsung EX. 1319 p. 266



Samsung Ex. 1319 p. 267

FEB. 24. 2006 3:12‘PM no 512-327,-5452 _. NO.611,4 . P.. 13/26

CUSTOMER NO.
34456

5. (Original) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the in dash sound system component further

comprises a second selector Operable to allow the user to select the second playlist for

outputting via the speaker.

6. (@siginalCurrcnfly amdnede) The audio system of claim 5, wherein the first-selector is a first

button and the second selector is a second button.

7. (Original) The audio system ofclaim 1, further comprising aplaylist generator to generate

the first playlist to be presented by the in dash sound system component.

8. (GsigiaalCur-rently amended) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the in dash sound system

00mponemt is fixed in a first location and the cable is routed to allow the portable

electronic device to be located in a different location.

9. (Original) The system ofclaim 1, wherein the cable plugs into the in dash sound system

component at a port.

10. (Original) The system ofclaim 9, wherein the port is located behind an automobile

dashboard.

11. (Original) The system ofclaim 9, wherein the port is a compact disk player interconnect

point of the in dash sound system component.

12. (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

an p_ortable electronic device having a display, a memory, an audio file player, and a I
housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the memory and

the audio file player are secured the portable electronic device operable to be used

independent of the audio system;

a device interface system that comprises a sound system connector and a device

cannector;

the sound system connector operable to communicatively couple the device interface

system to a sound system; and
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the device connector operable to releasably engage the portable electronic device such

that a contact portion ofthe device interface system contacts a canductive element

of the portable electronic device to form at least a portiOn ofa communication

path Operable to interconnect the sound system and the portable electronic device:

the device Connector furthq ppcrable to connect a power source to recharge a

rechargeable power supply of the Enable electronic device.

13. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, further comprising an automobile having an

automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and an in dash sound system

component, wherein the automobile sound system is the installed-sound system.

14. (Original) The system ofclaim 12, wherein the sound system comprises a portable radio.

15. (Currently Amended) The system ofclaim 12, wherein the contact portion ofthe device

interface system is provided at an end portion ofa cable having at least one conductive

element, the cable Operable to provide power to the ppgtable electronic device.

16. (Original) The system ofclaim 12, wherein the audio file player is operable to proocss audio

content having a format selected from a group consisting ofan MP3 file format, a WAV

file founat, and a streaming audio format.

17. (Currently Amended) A method for facilitating the outputting of audio content comprising:

accessing an automobile sound system cemponent having at least a first button for

controlling an operational feature ofate—phiautomobile sound system; and I
installing a cable at the automobile sound system component that allows a user to output

via the automobile sound system a playing ofan audio content file stored in a

memory ofa portable electrOnic device that cemprises the memory-, an audio file I
player, and a housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the

memory and the audio file player are secured. the cable 0 table to u e a

power source of the automobile to supply power to the portable electronic device

and to recharge a reclmrgeable power supply ofthp portable electronic device.
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18. (Original) The method ofclaim 17, further comprising installing the cable to the automobile

sound system component, the cable operable to conductively couple the portable

electronic device to a power supply associated with the automobile.

l9. (OrigaalCurrently amended) The method of claim 18, wherein the cable is further operable

to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the automobile sound system

component to output the playing ofthey;audio content file via a speaker assembly ofthe l
automobile sound system.

20. (Original) The method ofclaim 17, wherein the cable enables communication between the

portable electronic device and the automobile sound system component via a compact

disk player port ofthe automobile Sound system component.

21. ((‘hrrrently Amended) The method ofclaim 17, wherein the audio content file is included

within a playlist, firther wherein the Wee-system- cable allows the portable

electronic device to communicate informatiou about the playlist to the automobile sound

system component.

22. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein the information is selected from a group

consisting ofa playlist name, a playlist number, a song title, a song genre, and a

performing artist.

23. (Original) The method ofclaim 22, wherein the automobile sound System component is

operable to present a graphical representation ofthe information to the user.

24. (Currently Amended) A method of outputting audio content, comprising:

communicatively coupling an autOmobile sound system to ma pertable electronic device

via an adapter cable, the portable electronic device having an audio file player, a

local rechargeable power supply, and a memory Operable to store a plurality of

selected audio content files, the adapter cable operable to conductively couple the

portable electronic device to a power supply associated with an automobile to I
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recharge the local rechargeable power supply, the portable electronic device

omble to be used independent of the automobile sound system;

allowing selection of a first audio content file via a button selector operably coupled to

the automobile sound system;

detecting a selection ofthe button selector;

playing the first audio content file with the audio file player in response to the detection;
and

outputting a representation ofthe first audio content file via a speaker assembly ofthe

automobile sound system.

25. (On-gm' ;urrently amended) The method ofclaim 24, fiirther comprising initiating playing

ofa first playlist comprising the first audio content file in response to the

detectiendetecting the selection of the button selector.

26. (QéginalCurrenfly amended) The method of claim 25, fiirther comprising initiating playing

ofa second playlist comprising the second audio content file in response to detecting
selection ofa second button selector.

27. (Original) The method ofclaim 25, further comprising receiving an input to randomly play

the first playlist.

28. (Wm-remix amended) The method of claim 24, further comprising:

accessing a—th_ememory ofthe Enable electronic device to identify a—the playlist to be

output by an automobile sound system; and

linking the button selector with the playlist
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29. (QiégifialCLurently amended) The method of claim 24, Wreindhe-atfiomebi-le-soufié

system-campfiaes-a—reeeiverz-further comprising:

receiving a wireless signal with the—areceiver of the automobi e o d stern;

pausing the playing of the first audio content file; and

outputting audio information represented by the wireless signal.

30. (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

Heidi-dean automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and an in dash component

that includes an auxiliary connection port;

nag. portable electronic device mount formed to releasably engage a portion ofa portable

audio file player operable to be used independent of the vehicle automobile sound

system that includes a rechargeable power supply and a processor operable to play

a locally stored audio file;_an_d_

an interface cable interconnecting the auxiliary connection port and the Mg

electronic device mount, the interface cable having at least one conductive

element operable to deliver power to recharge the rechargeable power supply, the

interfaCe cable further operable to communicatively couple the portable audio file

player to the in dash component.

31. (Qrig-iaalgurrently amended) The system ofclaim 30, further comprising an autornobile,

wherein the vehicle-automobile sound system is installed within the automobile.

32. (QfiginalCurrently amended) The system ofclaim 31, further comprising the portable audio

file player, wherein the portable audio file player is an MP3 player.

33. (OriginalCugently amended) The system ofclaim 31, further comprising a button operably

associated with the in dash component, the button operable to direct a mounted portable

audio file player to begin playing a first playlist of locally stored audio content.

34. (Wu-ready amended) The system of claim 33, wherein the interface cable is routed

such that the mounted portable audio file player is located apart from the in dash

component.
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35. (GfiginelCmntlx amended) The system of claim 34, wherein the interface cable

cemmunicates a digital audio signal output from the mounted-portable audio file player to the

auxiliary connection port to allow outputting ofa sound via the speaker:
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REMARKS

In a non-final Office action mailed August 25, 2005, claims 1-13 and 15-35 are rejected

under 35 U.S.C. § 102(c) in view ofUS Pat. No. 6,772,212 (“Lou”), claims 12 and 14 were

rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(6) in view ofUS. Pat. No. 6,061,306 (“Buchheim”). These

rejections are addressed in the paragraphs below.

Applicants appreciate the time taken by the Examiner to carefully review Applicant's

present application. Applicants have carefully reviewed the NOn-Final Office Action mailed

August 25, 2005.

Claims 1-35 stand rejected under 35 Use. § 102(e) over US. Patent No. 6,772,212 B1

(“Lau”). Lau discloses music servers 102 and 102A that utilize external media cartridges 120 or

external hard disk drives to store and supply audio files for playing by music servers 102 and

102A (See Figures 1 and 21). Servers 102 and 102A utilize an automobile’s 12-Volt power

supply as a source for powering controllers 320 and 320a and other components within music

servers 102 and 102A (See Figures 6 and 22). In an advanced form, Lau’s server 102A is

integrated into a head unit that is permanently installed in the dash ofan automobile (instead of

the mark) for controlling a radio, CD player, tape deck and outputting digital audio files (See col.
5, lines 11-13 and col. 18. lines 24-26).

Claims 12 and 14 also stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(6) Over US. Patent No

6,061,306 (“Buchheim”). As taught in juxtapOSifion to Lau (Lau criticizes utilization oftape

player modules or portable music players that store music, (See Lau col. 2, lines 9 - 36),

Buchheim discloses a portable audio device 10 for outputting a playing of a digital music file to

speakers provided Within the device (See Figure 2). The portable device ofBuchheim also

provides for mechanical and magnetic coupling when inserted into a cassette player to output an

analog audio playing of a music file via a playing head 101 ofa tape deck utilizing a magnetic

emulator 22 (See Figure I). Buchheim does not allow for an electrical connection between

portable audio device 10 and a tape deck and as a result only low fidelity audio outputs are
provided (See col. 8, lines 25-27).

Rejection of Claims 1—1 1
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Claims 1~11 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(c) over Lau. Lau fails to disclose all of

the limitation ofamended claim 1. For example, claim 1 as amended, includes, in addition to

other limitations, a “portable electronic device operable to be used independent of the audio

system.” The servers of Lau are not portable but are at best removable or transferable. Lau

teaches away fi-om using portable electronic devices by stating “. ..using the portable solid state

music player with an automobile is not satisfactory” (col. 2, lines 21—23). Lau’s lack of

portability is further evidenced by use ofmusic servers 102 and 102A which rely On an external

power source or a lZ-Volt power supply provided by an automobile and portable music

cartridges 120 that lack the capability ofplaying music independent ofServer 102.. In one form,

Lan provides a server 102A mounted as an in dash head unit for an automobile that includes a

radio tuner and controls operation of a CD changer (see col. 18, lines 24—38). The current

rejection mischaracterizes “remove ability” as “portability.” Portable elecn'Onic devices are well

known in the art ofelectronics as devices or systems that may allow a user to operate a device,

for example, in a mobile environment independent or untethered to another system. Servers 102

and 102A disclosed by Lau do not provide or suggest use that is independent ofan automobile or

disclose or suggest providing power to servers 102 and 102A independent of an automobile’s

power supply. As such, it is unclear how servers 102 and 102A would have utility outside of an
automobile as Lsu fails to disclose, or suggest, the limitation of“portable electronic device

Operable to be used independent of the audio system” as recited in claim 1.

Claim 1 also provides further limitations not found in Lau. For example, claim 1

includes the limitation ofa “cable having at least one conductive element operable to pmvide

pourer and fillings a rechargeable power supply ofthe portable electronic device” and “the

cable further operable to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the

automobile sound system” as recited in claim 1 (Emphasis Added).

Lau fails to provide Such limitations. For example, Lau fails to disclose a cable to

“provide power and recharge a rechargeable power supply.” The connector provided by Len

connects power 330 having glue logic 330 to power servers 102 and 102A (See Figures 6 and

22). Lau does not have a power supply but depends solely on receiving and distributing power

from an automobile only to pOWer servers 102 and 102A. Lau states:
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“. ..connector 322 provides the auto accessmy signal and a 12 volt power source from the

car battery or other pOWer source. This lZ-volt power is communicated to pOWer module

330. Power module 330 then creates a 5 volt DC power source, which is communicated to

the components shown in FIG. 6"

(See col. 7, lines 46-51)

The present invention of claim 1 extands beyorrd what Lau teaches through enabling

powering a portable electronic device, communicatively Qupling the portable electronic devig

to the automobile’s sound mtem, and rechargrp'g a rechargeable power supply ofthe portable

electronic device. As such, Lau fails to teach or Suggest the limitations ofproviding a “cable

having at least one conductive element operable to provide power and charge a rechargeable

power supply ofthe portable electronic device“ and “the cable further operable to

communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the automobile sound system” as
recited in claim 1.

Lacking such limitations, Lau cannot anticipate amended claim 1. As such, Applicants

respectfully request favorable allowance of independent claim 1. Additionally, claims 2~l 1,

which depend from claim 1, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As such,

Applicants requests favorable allowance of claims H l.

Rejection of Claims 12-16

Claims 12-16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(c) over Lau. Further, claims 12 and

14 stand rejected over Buchheim. Lau and Buchheim fail to disclose all the limitations of

amended claim 12.

For example, claim 12 as amended includes, in addition to other limitations, a “device

mppector operable to releasablx engage the portable electronic device such that a contact portion

of the device interface system contacts a conductive element of the electronic device to form at

least a portion ofa cemmunication path operable to interconnect the sound system and the

ppgtpble electronic device, the device connector further operable to connect a p_ower source t_o_

charge a rechargeable pOWer supply of the mrtable electrpnic device.” (Emphasis Added)
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As described above, Lau is not a portable electronic device but is at best removable and

depends on an automobile’s pOWer supply to power servers 102 and 102A. Further, the

limitations ofclaim 12 are not present in Lau as Lau does not provide or suggest a device

connector to form a communication path to intercounect the sound system to a portable

electronic device or connect a power source to charge a rechggeable power supply of the

portable electronic device. As Such, based on the limitan'Ons clearly not present in Lau, Lau

cannot anticipate amended claim 12.

Amended claim 12 includes limitations not present in Buchheim. Claim 12 includes, in

addition to other limitations, a “ eviCe conn ct 0 1e to releasabl en e th rtable

electronic device such that a contact portion ofthe device interface system contacts a conductive

element ofthe electronic device to fprm at least a portion of a cppflunication path pperable t9

intercounect Q; sound pystem and the ppmble electronic device, the device connector further

operable to conneg a power source to charge a rechargeable mwer supply of the pogablp

electronic device.” (Emphasis Added). There are no such elements within Buchheirn.

Buchheim does not diSclose a device connector and to provide any connection to a power

supply ofan automobile or cassette player to recharge device 10 and only includes a mechanical

interface for translating operational commands ofa cassette player (See col. 7, lines 41-44).

Additionally, it Would not be possible to modify the device ofBuchheim to interface a portion of

cassette deck using an electrical connection when mounted within a cassette holder. For

example, when Buchheim is placed within a tape deck ofan automobile, the internal

configuration of the automobile's audio system (e.g., a magnetic interface) would not be able to

provide a connector to Connect the portable electronic device to form mt}; a communication pfl

to sound system and connect a pgwgg source to recharge a mama: apply ofthe portable
electronic device.

As such, Buchheim fails to provide a “device connector operable to releasably engage the

portable electronic device such that a contact portion of the device interface system contacts a

conductive element of the electronic device to form at least a portion ofa communication path

Operable to interconnect the sound system and the portable electronic device, the device

PflkCZODfM "A Ann Mn. Inmn'l'vte
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connector further operable to connect a pOWer source to charge a rechargeable power supply of
the portable electronic device" as recited by claim 12.

The limitations ofamended claim 12 are absent ficm both Lau and Buchheim and

therefore cannot be anticipated. Applicants reapectfiilly request favorable allowance of

independent claim 12. Additionally, claims 13-16, which depend fi-om claim 12, provide

additional limitations not present in Lau or Buchheim. As such, Applicants requests favorable
allowance ofclaims 12-16.

Rejection of Claims 17-23

Claims 17~23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau. Claim 17 as amended, is
distinguishable over Lau. For example, claim 17 includes, in addition to other limitations,
“mth‘ng a cable at the aummobile sound mtem component to output via the automobile sound

system a playing ofan audio coment file stored in a memory ofa portable electronic devipe”

wherein “the cable [is] operable to couple a power source of the automobile to supply power to

the portable electronic dgvice and to charge a rechargeable power source of the Loflble
elecgonic device.”

As discussed above, Lau discloses only non-portable servers 102 and 102A. Lau is not

portable but is at best removable. Lau’s lack ofportability is evidenced by servers 102 and 102A

that rely on an external power source from an automobile for power 330. Lau’s server 102A is

mounted as an in dash head unit for an automobile that includes a radio tuner and controls

operation ofa CD changer (see col. 18, lines 24-3 8). Lau’s Servers 102 and 102A do not previde

or suggest use of servers 102 and 102A independent ofan aut0mobile’s power supply and fails to

provide “installing a cable at the automobile sound system component a use; to output via the

automobile sound mom a playing of an audio content file stored in a memog; of a portable

elemgc device” wherein “the cable [is] operable to couple a power source ofthe automobile to

supply mer to the portable electronic device and to charge a rechargeable mwer source ofme
portable eleMnic device” as recited in amended claim 17.

As such, Lau cannot anticipate claim 17 . As such, Applicants respectfully request

favorable allowance ofindependent claim 17. Additionally, claims 18-23, which depend from

Pm2l on4 no A-.. ‘Iln- "mu-nu-
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claim 17, provide additional limitations not preSent in Lao. As such, Applicants requests
favorable allowance ofclaims 17-23.

Rejection of Claims 24~29

Claims 24—29 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau. Claim 24 is distinct

from Lau. For example, claim 24 as amended, includes, in addition to other limitations,

“communicatively coupling an automobile sound system to a portable electronic device via an

adapter cable” wherein the “the portable electronic device [is] operable to be used independent of

the automobile sound system.” Lau fails to provide these limitations. For example, Lau only

discloses servers 102 and 102A that rely on external power sources. Further, as stated above,

Lau is not portable but is at best removable. Lau’s lack ofportability is evidenced by servers

102 and 102A, which rely on external power fi'om an automobile for power 330. Additionally,

Lau’s server 102A is provided as an in dash head unit for an automobile that includes a radio

tuner and controls operatiOn ofa CD changer (see col. 18, lines 24-38). Portable electronic

devices are well known in the art as systems or devices that may Operate independent of another

system. Servers 102 and 102A disclosed by Lau do not provide or suggest use that is

independent ofan automobile or disclose or suggest providing power to servers 102 and 102A.

independent ofan automobile’s power supply.

Further, Lau’s servers lack power supplies and moreover does not rechargeable power

supplies. Lau only provides a power block 330 that includes glue logic 330 for converting and

distributing power within server 102. There is no power storage capacity provided by Lau’s

servers 102 and 102A and it is unclear how servers 102 and/or 102A would have utility outside

ofan automobile. As such, Lau fails to disclose, or suggest, the limitations of“communicatively

coupling an automobile sound system to an a-portable electronic device via an adapter cable”

wherein the “the portable electronic device [is] operable to be used independent ofthe

automobile sound system” as recited in claim 24.

Absent the above limitations, Lau cannot anticipate amended claim 24. As such,

Applicants respectfully request favorable allowance of independent claim 24. Additionally,

claims 24—29, which depend from claim 24, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As

such, Applicants requests favorable allowance ofclaims 24-29.

P386 22 017A us. Arm Nn - won 7“
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Rejection of Claims 30-35

Claims 30-35 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(c) over Lau. Claim 30 as amended, is

distinct from Lau. Claim 30 includes, in addin'on to other limitations, “a portable electronic

device mo t ormed to releasabl en a a ortion of a ortab audio file la er 0 erable t be

used indemndent of the vehicle sound system that includes a rechargeable mwer supply and a

processor; operable to play a locally stored audio file” and “an interface cable intermnnecting the

auxiliary connection port and the elecmmc device mount, the interface cable havin___ga1 least; One

conductive element operable to deliver power to recharge the rechargeable power supply."
(Emphasis Added)

As described above Lau fails to disclose a portable electronic device but at best provides

a removable server 102 and 102A that rely on an automobile’s power supply for power. As

such, Lau fails to provide or suggest “a portable electronic device mount formed to releasably

engage a portion ofa portable audio file player operable to be used independent ofthe vehicle
sormd system that includes a rechargeable power supply and a processor operable to play a

locally stored audio file” and “an interface cable interconnecting the auxiliary cennecti0n port
and the electronic device mount, the interface cable having at least one conductive element

operable to deliver power to recharge the rechargeable power supply” as recited in amended
claim 30.

As such, Lau cannot anticipate amended claim 30. As such, Applicants reSpectfirlly

request favorable allowance of independent claim 30. Additionally, claims 31-35, which depend

from claim 30, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As such, Applicants requests
favorable allowance of claims 30-35.

CONCLUSION

Applicants have amended the specification in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.121.

Applicants have provided a clean Set of replacement paragraphs that correSpond with their

respective numbered paragraphs of the present specification. Applicants respectfully request
entry ofthe replacement paragraphs as shown in the Specification section ofthis amendment.

11g A 31 . mmrvnee
Peac23 01‘24 m. l. .
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Claims 1-2, 4, 6, 8, 12-13, 15, 17-19, 21, 24-26, and 28-35 have been amended

accordingly. Applicants provide revised claimis that adequately indicate proper mark-ups of the
amended claim limitations. Applicants also submit that claims 1-35 are labeled with the

appropriate claim status identifier in accordance with 37 CPR § 1.121.

Applicants respectfully submit that the amendment ofNovember 1, 2005 is now in

c0mpliancewith 37 CPR. § 1.121.

Applicants have made an earnest effort to place this case in condition for allowance in

light ofthe amendments and remarks set forth above. Applicants reSpectfully request

reconsideration of the rejectioa and allowance of claims 1-35. Applicants believe no additional
fee is due.

Any changes to the claims in this amendment, which have not been specifically noted to

overcome a rejection based upon the prior art, should be considered to have been made for a

purpose unrelated to patentability, and no estoppel should be deemed to attach thereto.

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned attomey at the telephone number

listed below if such a call would in any way facilitate allowance ofthis application.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any ices, which may be required, or

credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 50—2469.

Respectfully submitted,

ZZ Li Z (90‘
Date Russ W. White; Reg. No, 45,691

Attorney for Applicant(s)
TOLER, LARSON & ABEL, L.L.P.
5000 Plaza On The Lake, Suite 265
Austin, Texas 78746

(512) 327—5515 (phone)

(512) 3276452 (fax)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

10/947,755 WHITE ET AL.
Examiner Art Unit

Willie J. Daniel, Jr. 2686

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -

Notice of Non-Compliant

Amendment (37 CFR 1.121)

The amendment document filed on 01 November 2005 is considered non—compliant because it has failed to meet the

requirements of 37 CFR 1.121. In order for the amendment document to be compliant, correction of the following item(s) is
required. '

THE FOLLOWING MARKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT:

[:l 1. Amendments to the specification:
[:I A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings.
[I B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined.
[:1 C. Other .

E] 2. Abstract:

I] A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1.72.
[:1 B. Other .

I] 3. Amendments to the drawings:
E] A. The drawings are not properly identified in the top margin as “Replacement Sheet," “New Sheet," or

“Annotated Sheet" as required by 37 CFR 1.121(d).

[:1 B. The practice of submitting proposed drawing correction has been eliminated. Replacement drawings
showing amended figures, without markings, in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 are required.

I] C. Other .

® 4. Amendments to the claims:

[I A. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present.
E] B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all pending claims (including withdrawn claims)
E] C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status

of each claim cannot be identified. Note: the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim

number by using one of the following status identifiers: (Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled),
(Previously presented), (New), (Not entered), (Withdrawn) and (Vlfithdrawn-currently amended).

E] D. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order.
IE E. Other: See Continuation Sheet.

For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP § 714 and the USPTO website at

http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/officeflyer.pdf .

TIME PERIODS FOR FILING A REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

1. Applicant is given no new time period if the non-compliant amendment is an after-final amendment or an amendment
filed after allowance. If applicant wishes to resubmit the non-compliant after-final amendment with corrections, the
entire corrected amendment must be resubmitted within the time period set forth in the final Office action.

2. Applicant is given one month, or thirty (30) days, whichever is longer, from the mail date of this notice to supply the
corrected section of the non-compliant amendment in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121, if the non-compliant

amendment is one of the following: a preliminary amendment, a non-final amendment (including a submission for a

request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114), a supplemental amendment filed within a suspension
period under 37 CFR 1.103(a) or (c), and an amendment filed in response to a Quayle action.

 Extensions of time are available under 37 CFR 1.136(a) o_nly if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final

amendment or an amendment filed in response to a Quayle action.

 
 Failure to timely respond to this notice will result in:

Abandonment of the application if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final amendment or an amendment

filed in response to a Quayle action; or

Non-entry of the amendment if the non-compliant amendment is a preliminary amendment or supplemental

amendment. % a a 
 
  US. Patent and Trademark Office - ‘ 7 - :‘ 'fioer No. 01PTOL—324 (11-04) Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) DFHMAFIY EXAMINE

Samsung EX. 1319 p. 283



Samsung Ex. 1319 p. 284

Continuation Sheet (PTOL-324) Application No. 10/947,755

Continuation of 4(e) Other: Claims 1 and 24 are labeled as "Currently Amended" in which the applicant provided mark-up (e.g., underlining
and strike—through) to the amended limitation(s) of the claim. Applicant failed to properly mark-up all new limitations in the amended claims
1 and 24. See MPEP § 714 and 37 CFR1.121(c).

This list of examples is not intended to be exhaustive. The Examiner respectfully requests the applicant to review all claims and clarify the
issues as listed above as well as any other issue(s) that are not listed.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

_ 10/947,755 White et aI.
Intervrew Summary _ _Examiner Art Unit

‘ Rafael Perez-Gutierrez 2686

All participants (applicant, applicant’s representative, PTO personnel):

(1) Rafael Perez-Gutierrez. (3) .

(2) Kevin R. Imes. . ‘ ' (4) .

Date of Interview: 25 October 2005.

Type: a)® Telephonic b)|:| Video Conference

c)E] Personal [copy given to: 1)[] applicant - 2)|:| applicant's representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)|:] Yes e)IZ No.
If Yes, brief description:

Claim(s) discussed: 1, 12, 24, and 30.

Identification of prior art discussed: Lau et al. (US. Patent # 6,772,212 B1).

Agreement with respect to the claims 0C] was reached. g)IZ| was not reached. h)[:l N/A.

Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was
reached, or any other comments: The Examiner and Mr. Imes discussed Igrogosed amendments to the above-
mentioned claims in view of the prior art of record. No agreement was reached and Mr. Imes advised the Examiner
that an amendment will be filed in due course.

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims

allowable is available, a summary thereof must; be attached.)

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE

INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS
GIVEN ONE MONTHFROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY
FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See

Summary of Record of Interview requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet.

Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an
Attachment to a signed Office action.
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (IVIPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application Whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view ofan interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise. stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt. 

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner‘s responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies .
which bear directly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the
“Contents" section ofthe file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address
either with or. prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:
— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)
— Name of applicant
— Name of examiner
— Date of interview

— Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)
- Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)
— An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

- — An identification of the specific prior art discussed

— An_ indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

— The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action)

, It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning thesubstance of the interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,
2) an identification of the claims discussed,
3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,
(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.) '

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed bythe examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons-of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statement attributed to him or her. Ifthe record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, “Interview Record OK“ on the
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. -
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Incomplete Application
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Customer Number 34456
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TOLER. LARSON &ABEL. LLP

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSIONIMAILIN

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being famimiie transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents. P.o. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 on
the date shown belovm
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amount or time you quu‘tra to complete this form andlor suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief information Ofiioer, U.S. Patent and
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CUS OMERNO.
.. NOV 0 I 2005 T 34455

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant(s): Russell W. White et a1.

Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE MPS PLAYER TO AN

AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM (As AMENDED)

App. NO.: 10/947,755 Filed: ‘ 09/23/2004

Examiner: PBREZ—GUTIERREZ, Rafael Group Art Unit: 2686

Atty. DktNo.: 111111.111—20 ' ConfinnationNo.: 1751
M

M/S AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents

P.O.Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450

REPLY TO NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION

Dear Sir:

In response to the Non-Final Office Action mailed August 28, 2005, Applicants request \

the Examiner to reconsider the application in View of the following amendinents and remarks:

Specification amendments begin on page 2.

Claim amendments begin on page 10.

Remarks begin on page 16.
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CUSTOlVIER NO.
34456

IN THE SPECIFICATION

Please amend the Title to read as follows:

“SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE AUDIO PLAYER TO

AN AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM”

Please amend the specification as indicated below:

[0015] FIG. 5B illustrates mautomobile console having a mount for coupling an

electronic device according to one aspect of the present invention;

[0020] The conceptual groundwork for the present invention includes wirelessly

communicating selective information to an electronic device. According to one aspect, a user

may interact with the Internet to select information, such as audio information, and wirelessly

communicate the selected information to an electronic device. The electronic device receives the

information via a wireless communications network and processes the information accordingly.

In a particularized form, a user may select information from an Internet website operable to

allow selectivity of audio information such as songs, on—line radio stations, cn-line broadcasts,

streaming audio, or other selectable information. Upon selecting the audio information,

information or data associated with the selected audio information is Wirelessly communicated to

an electronic device. The electronic device may then be used to process the selected audio

information. In this manner, a user may receive selective audio information via a wireless

electronic device.

[0021] In one form, the electronic device may be operable to communicate with an

individual’s automobile audio system. A user may select audio information utilizing a personal

computer with access to a website operable to display selectable audio information. The selected

audio information may then be wirelessly communicated to the electronic device associated with

an automobile‘s audio system. Therefore, upon receiving the selected audio information, a user

may access and play the received audio information utilizing the electronic device in association

with the automobilejs audio system.
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[0024] Communications engine 102 is communicatively coupled to digital engine 101

and operable to wirelessly communicate the selected information to electronic device 103.

During operation, audio information may be selected by a user utilizing a personal computer or

other devices operable to communicate with an information network. Digital enginefl 102—is

operable to maintain information associated with the selected audio information. For example,

the information could be several songs or titles configured as an audio file and formatted in a

digital format such as an MP3 file, wave file, etc. The maintained information may also be a

reference to a network location where an audio file may be stored, a network location where a

network broadcast of audio information may be located, etc. or other network locations having

information associated with the selected audio information. Therefore, digital engine 101 may

maintain a plurality ofdifferent types of information or data associated with the selected audio

information.

[0025] System 100, utilizing communication engine 102, may wirelessly communicate

data or information associated with the selected audio information to electronic device m

leathereby providing wireless communication of selected information to 2m electronic device

operable to receive wireless comn'mnications. In one embodiment, digital engine 101 may be

used in association with an Internet website configured to provide access to selectable

information. The Internet website operably associated with digital engine 101 allows a user to

select information to be wirelessly communicated to electronic device1_01, les—ufihzing a
network environment; The Internet website may include several different types of information

related to audio information.

[0030] In one embodiment, the selective information may be communicated using a

digital broadcast signal. Digital broadcast includes providing information via a signal such as

AM, FM, and the like. Digital information may be included or encoded as a sub-carrier within

the broadcast‘signal and received by electronic device 103. A digital sub-carrier may include a

selective bandwidth of frequencies for a specific radio station (Le, 6 MHz for FM). The

selective information may be wirelessly communicated to electronic device 103 utilizing a

communication engine 102 operable to communicate the selective information via a digital FM

signal. In this manner, selective information may be communicated within digital FM sub—

caniers to an electronic device operable to receive the information. For example, a user may
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subscribe to communicate the information via an FM sub-carrier and receive the selective data

through wireless communican'on via a specified FM sub-carrier.

[0031] In one embodiment, the selected information may be formatted and transmitted to

achieve a desirable transmission rate. For example, conventional systems may transmit

information at a speed of 10 kilobits per second. Therefore, for 1 megabyte ofinformatioa to be

communicated to an electronic device, a transmission time of approximately 800 seconds may be

required. The present invention may allow for a relative increase in transmission speed by

removing the requirement that information be communicated asynchronously to an electronic

device. For example, conventional wireless communication utilizes a specified frequency to

communicate information in two directions (Le.i cellular phones). As such, information is

communicated across a channel in an asynchronous manner to provide a continuous audio signal

to the recipient.

[0040] Upon maintaining information or data associated with the selected information,

the method proceeds to step 204 where the method wirelessly communicates information

associated with the selected information to an electronic device. For example, if an audio file

associated with the selected audio mfonnationflas were-maintained, the method would

communicate the audio file to the electronic device. In another embodiment, a link or network

address broadcasting the selected audio information may be accessed and, at step 204, wirelessly

communicated to an electronic device. In another embodiment, a combination ofdifferent types

of audio information may be wirelessly communicated to an electronic device. Upon

transmitting the selected audio information, the method proceeds to step 205 where the method

ends.

[0042] In some embodiments, the wireless communication to an electronic device may

occur in an ofi-line environment. For example, a user may go “on-line” to access a website and

select information and then go “off-line” or end the browsing session. The wireless

communication may then occur while the user is off-line thereby removing the confines ofusing

an active or on—line browsing environment (i.e., Internet radio broadcast, streaming audio, etc.)

for accessing selected information. Therefore, the method ofFIG. 2 allows for information, such

as audio information, to be communicated from a network location such as a web site, to an
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electronic device “via” wireless communication. The present invention advantageously allows

users to access and download information accessible by a network location to an electronic

device operable to receive wireless communications thereby reducing the need for land lines,

terrestrial communication networks, etc. for communicating selective information.

[0043] In one embodiment, the method ofFIG. 2 may be deployed in association with an

Intemet website operable to display selectable links for downloading information. The

information may include audio information such as MPBS, streaming audio. streaming;- Internet

broadcasts, etc. are selectable by a user and operable to be wirelessly communicated to an

electronic device. By providing a user with a website of selectable audio infonnationcperable to

be wireless communicated to an electronic device, a user may customize information

communicated to an electronic device. In one embodiment, a user may communicate

information to an electronic device that may not be owned by the user. For example the method

of FIG. 2 could be modified to allow a user to wirelessly communicate audio information to a

plurality ofelectronic devices that may or may not be owned by the user.

[0044] FIG. 3 illustrates an electronic device operable to receive selected audio

information in accordance with the teachings ofthe present invention. Electronic device 300

includes a communication module 301 such as a transceiver coupled to storage mediumgojéez

such as a high speed buifer,vprogrammable memory, or other devices operable to store

information. Electronic device 300 may also include prowesor 302 operably associated with

communication module 301 and storage mediumfl—BGE. Processor 302 may be operable to

process wirelessly communicated selected infermation and in one embodiment may be integrated

as part of communication module 301 of storage medium£31302. In the same manner, as larger

scale integration of electronic devices proliferate, communication module 301, processor 302,

and storage medium 303 may be integrated into one communication component or device

operable as electronic device 300.

[0045] Processor 302 may be operable using software that may be stored within storage

medium 303-303. In one embodiment, software upgrades may be communicated to electronic

device 300 via wireless communication allowing for efficient system upgrades for electronic

' device 300. Storage medium 303—302 may include one or several different types of storage

”WW-um».
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devices. For example, storage medium 303—302 may include programmable gate arrays, ROM

devices, RAM devices, EEPROMs, minidisks or other memory devices operable to store

information.

[0046] During use, electronic device 300 receives wireless communications of selective

information. The information may be transmitted via a wireless communications network and

received by electronic device 300 via transceiver 301. Transceiver 301 may be operable to

convert the received wireless communication signal into a desirable format and store the

received information within storage mediumfl—B-OQ. The received information may then be

processed by electronic device 300.

[0051] For example, a specific frequency may be selected (i.e., 93.7 MHz) for

communicating the wireless received selected information from electronic device 300 to a

localized audio system. Electronic device 300 communication of the wirelessly received

' information allows a conventional receiver to receive the selected audio information. In one

embodiment, the conventional receiver may be configured to receive a digital sub-carrier, on-

carrier, or other within a specified frequency. Therefore, electronic device 300 may be operable

to locally transmit the signal at a Specific frequency thereby allowing the conventional receiver

to receive the information. In another embodiment, electronic device 300 may be operable to

scan plural bandwidths to receive the selective information For example, transceiver 301 may

be operable to receive selective information across several frequencies and process the received

information accordingly.

[0056] FIG. 4 illustrates a graphical user interface (GUI) for displaying selectable audio

information according to one aspect of the present invention. The GUI may be operable with a

computer system, cellular device, PDA, or other electronic devices or systems operable to

display the GUI ofFIG. 4. The GUI, shown generally at 400, may be displayed using a

conventional web browser 402 such as Microsoft® Internet Explorer, a WAP browser, or other

browsers operable to display the audio information Browser 402 includes browser functions,

shown collectively at 403, for navigating a network such as the Internet or an intranet.

Homepage 401 may be displayed using browser 402 and may include several functions, features,

information, etc. related to audio information. Home page 401% may be developed using several
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difl'erent types ofprogramming (Le, HTML, XML, Java, etc.) used to developing a network

location or website.

[0059] Radio tab 406 may also be provided for displaying audio information. For

example, radio tab 406 may display a collective menu 411 of selectable fimctions or features

associated with audio information. Top ten lists may be provided to a user based on several

different billboard polls or genres. A search engine may be provided allowing a user to search

for a specific type of audio information such as an artist, song title, and genre; Internet radio

station, etc. In one embodiment, a user may input the lyrics to a song Within the search engine.

As such, the search engine may locate several different songs having the desirable lyrics and

allow a user to select the search results. A user may also use a select a device feature that allows

a user to select a destination device for communicating selected audio information. For example,

a user may want to comniunicate a playlist to several different devices such as a PDA, a home

computer system, a work computer system, etc.

[0061] In one embodiment, a user’s radio dial 412 may be provided when a registered

user logs into homepage 401. As such, radio dial 412 may include several functional buttons

similar to conventional systems such as a volume control and a station control- However, radio

, dial 412 surpasses the limitations of conventional systems through providing a programmable

radio dial ofuser customized audio information. Radio dial 412 includes several stations that

may be programmed using program interface 413. The preset stations may include several

different types ofuser customized preset information such as user selected playlists, Internet

broadcast stations, top lists, group playlists, artist~selected lists, on-line radio station,

conventional radio stations; Internet phone, cellular phone, etc. and other fimctions, features, or

information associated with audio infonnation.

[0062] Radio dial 412 may also be displayed as a separate user interface and in some

embodiments, does not require a “browsing" environment to view radio dial 412. For example,

an electronic device, such as a PDA, having a display may graphically present radio dial 412 to a

user. One example may be using electronic device in association with an automobile audio

system. Electronic device may display radio dial 412 and may allow a user to navigate, modify,

select, adjust volume, access daytimer, access phone lists, etc. or perform other functions while
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the electronic device is used in association with an automobile sound system. Therefore, radio

dial 412 may be operable as an application for use with several different types ofelectronic

devices (i.e.i computer systems, portable computing devices, cellular phones, etc.) operable to

display radio dial 412 and in come embodiments may be wirelessly communicated to an

electronic device.

[0067] In one embodiment, the automobile may include memory operable associated

with the automobile for storing‘information. The memory may be used in association with

mount 511 and electronic device 512 to store the selected audio information. In this manner,

voluminous audio information can be stored within the memory allowing electronic device 512

to receive additional information. In one embodiment, a mount may be provided for a home

audio system (not shown) for downloading selected audio information for use with a home audio

system. For example, a mount device may be coupled to a home stereo system such that the

upon placing an electronic device such as electronic device 500 within the mount, selected audio

information may be communicated to the home audio system thereby allowing a home audio

system to be used in association with an electronic device.

[0069] During operation, system 600 communicates voice mail messages to a user

utilizing email server 601. For example, if a user receives a voice mail message, email server

601 would be notified and a voice mail message would be sent to the user’s email account in the

form of an email message. For example, a voice mail message 5-wou1d be sent to a user’s email

account within intranet 604 in the form ofan audio file as an attachment to the email. Upon

receiving the email, a user may click on the audio file representing the voice mail message to

hear the message lefi by a caller.

[0083] Upon communicating the selected information, the method may proceed to step

810 where the playiist maybe executed-aefiep—S-l—Z. For example, a user may select a continuous

communication of selected audio information (e.g.2 several hours ofmusic; Internet broadcast,

etc). As such, the method may continuously play or execute the received audio information. In

another embodiment, the method may proceed to step 811 where the method may store or buffer

the received information until it is desirable to execute the received selected audio informationat

st_e£ 812. As such, upon executing the selected audio information, the method may proceed to
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step 809 where the method may repeat. In one embodiment, a user may elect to download a

broadcast of an on-line radio station. For example, a user may want to listen to a radio station

located in a remote location wherein conventional radio receivers could not receive the desired

broadcast. For example, a person litring in Houston, Texas may not be able to receive a radio

broadcast signal from a radio station in Seattle, Washington utilizing a conventional radio

receiver.

[0092] During operation, electronic device 907 may be mounted within interface 904.

Electronic device 907 may also be powered or recharged via power line 910 and communicate

with the systems audio system via interface cable or bus line 911. Audio information

communicated to electronic device 907 may be transferred to audio system 901 such that a user

may listen to selected audio information. Forexample, a'user may have previously selected a

plurality of audio files to be transmitted to electronic device 907. Electronic device 101995 may

communicate the selected audio information to the automobiles audio system that utilizes

interface 90] thereby allowing the user to listen to selected audio information. In one

embodiment, cable 908 may be custom-installed to audio system 901. For example, the cable

may be coupled to an auxiliary line for the system’s radio or may be coupled to CD player line

912.

W2 .
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CLADVI LISTING

This listing ofclaims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

application:

1. (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

an portable electronic device having a display, a memOry, an audio file player, and a |
housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the memory and

the audio file player are secured, the portable electronic device operable to be

used independent ofthe audio system;

a playlist engine operable to maintain a first playlist and a second playlist, wherein the

first playlist is operable to include a selection ofaudio content having a

corresponding audio file saved in the memory;

an automobile having an automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and an in

dash sound system component operable to be coupled to the portable electronic

device via a cable;

the in dash sound system component comprising a selector operable to allow a user to

select the first playlist for outputting via the speaker; and

the cable having at least one conductive element operable to provide power and charge to

a rechargeable power supply of the pgtable electronic device, the cable further

operable to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the

automobile sound system.

2. (Original) The audio system ofclaim 1, wherein the portab1e_electronie device is a portable

MP3 player and the cable communicates a processed digital representation ofthe

selection of audio content to the in dash sound system component.

3. (Original) The audio system ofclaim 1, wherein the selector comprises a button.

4. (Original) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the audio file player is an MP3 player.
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5. (Original) The audio system ofclaim 1, wherein the in dash sound system component finther

comprises a second selector operable to allow the user to select the second playlist for

outputting via the speaker.

6. (Original) The audio system of claim 5, wherein the first selector is a first button and the

second selector is a second button

7. (Original) The audio system of claim 1, further comprising a playlist generator to generate

the first playlist to be presented by the in dash sound system component.

8. (Original) The audio system of claim 1, wherein the in dash sound system component is fixed

in a first location and the cable is routed to allow the electronic device to be located in a

different location.

9. (Original) The system ofclaim 1, wherein the cable plugs into the in dash sound system

component at a port.

10. (Original) The system ofclaim 9, wherein the port is located behind an automobile

dashboard.

11. (Original) The system ofclaim 9, wherein the port is a compact disk player interconnect

point of the in dash sound system component.

12. (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

an portable electronic device having a display, a memory, an audio file player, and a

housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the memory and

the audio file player are secured;

a device interface system that comprises a sound system connector and a device

connector;

the sound system connector operable to communicatively couple the device interface

system to a sound system; and

1,...“a‘ 1%
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the device connector operable to releasably engage the portable electronic device such

that a contact portion of the device interface system contacts a conductive element

ofthe ppgtable electronic device to form at least a portion of a communication

path operable to interconnect the sound system and the portable electronic device,

the device connector furthg mga‘ole to connect a power source to rechaggp a

rechargeable power supply of the pprtable electronic device.

13. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, further comprising an automobile having an

automobile sound system that comprises a speaker and an in dash sound system

component, wherein the automobile sound system is the installed-sound system.

14. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the sound system comprises a portable radio.

15. (Currently Amended) The system ofclaim 12, wherein the contact portion of the device

interface system is provided at an end portion ofa cable having at least one conductive

element, the cable operable to provide power to the portable electronic device.

16. (Original) The system ofclaim 12, wherein the audio file player is operable to process audio

content having a format selected from a group consisting of an MP3 file format, a WAV

file format, and a streaming audio format.

17. (Cturently Amended) A method for facilitating the outputting ofaudio content comprising:

accessing an automobile sound system component having at least a first button for

controlling an operational feature of an automobile sound system; and

installing a cable at the automobile sound system component that allows a user to output

via the automobile sound system a playing of an audio content file stored in a

memory ofa portable electronic device that comprises the memory , an audio file

player, and a housing component at least partially defining a cavity in which the

memory and the audio file player are secured= the cable operable to coflle a

power source ofthe automobile to supply power to the portable electronic device

and to recharge a rechargeable power sppply of the portable electronic device.
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18. (Original) The method ofclaim 17, further comprising installing the cable to the automobile

sound system component, the cable operable to conductively couple the portable

electronic device to a power supply associated with the automobile.

19. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the cable is further operable to

communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the automobile sound system

component to output the playing ofthe audio content file via a speaker assembly of the

automobile sound system.

20. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the cable enables communication between the.

portable electronic device and the automobile sound system component via a compact

disk player port of the automobile sound system component.

21. (Currently Amended) The method ofclaim 17, wherein the audio content file is included

within a playlist, further wherein the inteéaee—system— cable allows the portable

electronic device to communicate information about the playlist to the automobile sound

system component.

‘ 22. (Original) The method ofclaim 21, wherein the information is selected fiom a group
. consisting ofa playlist name, a playlist number, a song title, a song genre, and a

performing artist.

23. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the automobile sound system component is

operable to present a graphical representation of the information to the user.

24. (Currently Amended) A method of outputting audio content, comprising:

communicatively coupling an automobile sound system to sea-portable electronic device

via an adapter cable, the portable electronic device having an audio file player, a

local rechargeable power supply, and a memory operable to store a plurality of

selected audio content files, the adapter cable operable to conductively couple the

portable electronic device to a power supply associated with an automobile to I
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recharge the local rechargeable power supply, the portable electronic deyice

operable to be used indgpendent of the automobile sound system;

allowing selection of a first audio content file via a button selector operably coupled to

the automobile sound system;

detecting a selection of the button selector;

playing the first audio content file with the audio file player in response to the detection;

and

outputting a representation of the first audio content file via a speaker assembly ofthe

automobile sound system.

25. (Original) The method of claim 24, further comprising initiating playing of a first playlist

comprising the first audio content file in response to the detection.

26. (Original) The method of claim 25, further comprising initiating playing of a second playlist

in response to detecting selection of a second button selector.

27. (Original) The method of claim 25, further comprising receiving an input to randomly play

the first playlist.

28. (Original) The method ofclaim 24, ftuther comprising:

accessing a memory ofthe electronic device to identify a playlist to be output by an

automobile sound system; and

linking the button selector with the playlist. '

29. (Original) The method ofclaim 24, wherein the automobile scimd system comprises a

receiver fiirther comprising:

receiving a Wireless signal with the receiver;

pausing the playing of the first audio content file; and

outputting audio information represented by the wireless signal.

30. (Currently Amended) An audio system, comprising:

A5
be.“ We;
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a vehicle sound system that comprises a speaker and an in dash component that includes

an auxiliary connection port;

an mrtable electronic device mount formed to releasably engage a portion of a portable

audio file player operable to be used independent of the vehicle sound system that

includes a rechargeable power supply and a processor operable to play a locally

stored audio filefl I
an interface cable interconnecting the auxiliary connection port and the electronic device

mount, the interface cable having at least one conductive element operable to

deliver power to recharge the rechargeable power supply, the cable further

operable to communicatively couple the portable audio file player to the in dash

component.

31. (Original) The system ofclaim 30, further comprising an automobile, wherein the vehicle

somd system is installed within the automobile.

32. (Original) The system ofclaim 31, further comprising the portable audio file player,

wherein the portable audio file player is an MP3 player.

33. (Original) The system of claim 31, further comprising a button operably associated with the

in dash component, the button operable to direct a mounted audio file player to begin

playing a first playlist of locally stored audio content.

34‘ (Original) The system ofclaim 33, wherein the interface cable is routed such that the

mounted audio file player is located apart from the in dash component.

35. (Original) The system of claim 34, wherein the interface cable communicates a digital audio

signal output fiom the portable audio file player to the auxiliary connection port to allow

outputting of a sound via the speaker..
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REMARKS

In a non’final Office action mailed August 285, 2005, claims 1—13 and 15-35 are rejected

imder 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) in View ofUS Pat. No. 6,772,212 (“Lau”), claims 12 and 14 were

rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) in view ofU.S. Pat. No. 6,061,306 (“Buchheim”). These

rejections are addressed in the paragraphs below.

Applicants appreciate the time mken by the Examiner to carefully review Applicant’s

present application. Applicants have carefully reviewed the Non-Final Office Action mailed

August 25, 2005.

Claims 1-35 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over U.S. Patent # 6,772,212 B1

issued to Lau (“Lam”). Lau discloses music servers 102 and 102A that utilize external media
cartridges 120 or external hard disk drives to store and supply audio files for playing by music

servers 102 and 102A (See Figures 1 and 21). Servers 102 and 102A utilize an automobile’s 12-

Volt power supply as a source for powering controllers 320 and 3203 and other components

Within music servers 102 and 102A (See Figures 6 and 22). In an advanced form, Lau’s server

102A is integrated into a head unit that is permanently installed in the dash of an automobile

(instead of the trunk) for controlling a radio, CD player, tape deck and outputting digital audio

files (See col. 5, lines 11-13 and col. 18, lines 24-26).

Claims 12 and 14 also stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over U.S. Patent #

6,061,306 issued to Buchheim (“Buchheim”). As taught in juxtaposition to Lau (Lau criticizes .

utilization oftape player modules or pertable music players that store music, (See Lan col. 2,

lines 9 - 36), Buchheim discloses a portable audio device 10 for outputting a playing of a digital

music file to speakers provided within the device (See Figure 2). The portable device of ’

Buchheim also provides for mechanical and magnetic coupling when inserted into a cassette

player to output an analog audio playing of a music file via a playing head 101 of a tape deck

utilizing a magnetic emulator 22 (See Figure l). Buchheim does not allow for an electrical

connection between portable audio device 10 and a tape deck and as a result only low fidelity

audio outputs are provided (See col. 8, lines 25—27).

Rejection of Claims 1-11 W'ZSN/v- — -WW
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Claims 1-11 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau Lau fails to disclose all of

the limitation of amended claim 1. For example, claim 1 as amended, includes, in addition to

other limitations, a “portable electronic device operable to be used independent of the audio

system.” The servers ofLan are not portable but are at best removable or transferable. Lau

teaches away from using portable electronic devices by stating “. . .using the portable solid state

music player with an automobile is not satisfactory” (col. 2, lines 21‘23). Lau's lack of

portability is further evidenced by use ofmusic servers 102 and 102A which rely on an external

power source or a 12-Volt power supply provided by an automobile and portable music

cartridges 120 that lack the capability ofplaying music independent of server 102. In one form,

Lau provides a server 102A mounted as an in dash head unit for an automobile that includes a

radio tuner and controls operation of a CD changer (see co]. 18, lines 24—3 8). The current

rejection mischaracterizes “remove ability” as “portability.” Portable electronic devices are well

known in the art of electronics as devices or systems that may allow a user to operate a device,

for example, in a mobile environment independent or untethered to another system. Servers 102

and 102A disclosed by Lau do not provide or suggest use that is independent of an automobile or

disclose or suggest providing power to servers 102 and 102A independent of an automobile’s

power supply. As such, it is unclear how servers 102 and 102A would have utility outside of an

automobile as Lau fails to disclose, or suggest, the limitation of “portable electronic deVice

operable to be used independent of the audio system” as recited in claim 1.

Claim 1 also provides further limitations not found in Lau. For example, claim 1

includes the limitation of a “cable having at least one conductive element operable to pm

me; and recharge a rechargeable power supply of the portable electronic device” and “the

cable further operable to communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the

automobile sound system” as recited in claim 1 (Emphasis Added).

Lau fails to provide such limitations. For example, Lau fails to disclose a cable to

”provide power and recharge a rechargeable power supply.” The connector provided by Lau

connects power 330 having glue logic 330 to power servers 102 and 102A (See Figures 6 and

22). Lau does not have a power supply but depends solely on receiving and distributing power

from an automobile o_nly to power servers 102 and 102A Lau states: -

Page 17 of23 U.S. App. No: 10/941755
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“. . .connector 322 provides the auto accessory signal and a 12 volt power source from the

car battery or other power source. This lZ-volt power is communicated to power module

330, Power module 330 then creates a 5 volt DC power source, which is communicated to

the components shown in FIG- 6”

(See col. 7, lines 46-51)

_The present invention ofclaim 1 extends beyond what Lau teaches through enabling

powe pg a portable electronic device, communicatively coupling the portable electronic device

to the automobile’s sound fistm, and recharging a rechargeable power amply of the portable

electronic device. As such, Lau fails to teach or suggest the limitations ofproviding a “cable

having at least one conductive element operable to provide power and charge a rechargeable

power supply ofthe portable electronic device" and “the cable further operable to

communicatively couple the portable electronic device to the automobile sound system” as

recited in claim 1.

Lacking such limitations, Lau cannot anticipate amended claim 1. As such, Applicants

respectfully request favorable allowance ofindependent claim 1. Additionally, claims 2-11,

which depend from claim 1, provide additional limitatioris not present in Lau. As such,

Applicants requests favorable allowance ofclaims 1-11.

Rejection of Claims 12-16

Claims 12-16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau. Further, claims 12 and

14 stand rejected over Buchheim Lau and Buchheim fail to disclose all the limitations of

amended claim 12.

For example, claim 12 as amended includes, in addition to other limitations, a “device

connector ppcrable to releasably epgage the portable electronic device such that a Contact portion

of the device interface system contacts a conductive element of the electronic device to form at

least a portion ofa communication path mable to interconnect the sound system and the

portable electronic device, the device connector further operable to connect a power source to

charge a rechargeable power supply ofthe portable electronic device.” (Emphasis Added)
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As described above, Lau is not a portable electronic device but is at best removable and

depends on an automobile’s power supply to power servers 102 and 102A. Further, the

limitations ofclaim 12 are not present in Lau as Lau does not provide or suggest a device

connector to form a communication path to interconnect the sound system to a portable

electronic deuce or comtect a power source to charge a rechggpable power supply ofthe

portable electronic device. As such, based on the limitations clearly not present in Lau, Lau

cannot anticipate amended claim 12.

Amended claim 12 includes limitations not present in Buchheim. Claim 12 includes, in

addition to other limitations, a. “ e 'c o ector o arable to releasabl en a e the ortable

elecgom'c device such that a centact portion of the device interface system contacts a conductive

element of the electronic device to form at least a p_ortion of a communication path operable to

interconnect the sound system and the portable e19cfionic device, the device connector further

operable to connect a power source to charge a rechargeable power supply ofthe portable

electronic device.” (Emphasis Added). There are no such elements within Buchheim.

Buchheim does not disclose a device connector and to provide any connection to a power

supply ofan automobile or cassette player to recharge device 10 and only includes a mechanical I

interface for translating operatioual commands ofa cassette player (See col. 7, lines 41—44).

Additionally, it would not be possible to modify the device ofBuchheim to interface a portion of

cassette deck using an electrical connection when mounted within a cassette holder. For

example, when Buchheim is placed within a tape deck ofan automobile, the internal

configuration ofthe automobile’s audio system (e.g., a magnetic interface) would not be able to

provide a connector to connect the portable electronic device to form M1; 21 communication path

to sound system and connect a power source to recharge a rechargeable supply of the portable

electronic device.

As such, Buchheim fails to provide a “device connector operable to releasably engage the

portable electronic device such that a contact portion ofthe device interface system contacts a

conductive element of the electronic device to form at least a portion ofa communication path

operable to interconnect the sound system and the portable electronic device, the device
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connector further operable to connect a power source to charge a rechargeable power supply of

the portable electronic device” as recited by claim 12.

The limitations of amended claim 12 are absent from both Lau and Buchheim and

therefore cannot be anticipated. Applicants respectfully request favorable allowance of

independent claim 12. Additionally, claims 13—16, which depend from claim 12, provide

additional limitations not present in Lau or Buchheim. As such, Applicants requests favorable

allowance ofclaims 12-16.

Rejection of Claims 17-23

Claims 17—23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau. Claim 17 as amended, is

distinguishable over Lau. For example, claim 17 includes, in addition to other limitations,

“m'stalling a cable at the automobile sound system component to output via the automobile sound

system a playm'g of an audio content file stored in a memog of a portable electronic device”

wherein “the cable [is] operable to couple a power source of the automobile to supply power to

the portable electronic device and to charge a rechargeable power source of the portable

electr0nic device."

As discussed above, Lau discloses only non-portable servers 102 and 102A. Lau is not

portable but is at best removable. Lau’s lack ofportability is evidenced by servers 102 and 102A

that rely on an extemal power source from an automobile for power 330. Lau’s server 102A is

mounted as an in dash head unit for an automobile that includes a radio tuner and controls

operation of a CD changer (see col. 18, lines 24-3 8). Lau’s servers 102 and 102A do not provide

or suggest use of servers 102 and 102A independent of an automobile’s power supply and fails to

provide ‘ ‘nstallin a cable at the automobile sound s cm com onent a user to on ut via the

automobile sound system a plaflpg of an audio content file stored in a memory ofa portable

electronic device” wherein “the cable [is] operable to couple a power source ofthe automobile _t_o_

supply power to the portable electronic device and to char e a rec cable wer source ofthe

portable electroriic device" as recited in amended claim 17.

As such, Lau cannot anticipate claim 17. As such, Applicants respectfully request

favorable allowance ofindependent claim 17. Additionally, claims 18-23, which depend from

WWW“
, 7 V _ ,
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claim 17, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As such, Applicants requests

favorable allowance ofclaims 17-23.

Rejection of Claims 24-29

Claims 24-29 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau. Claim 24 is distinct

from Lau. For example, claim 24 as amended, includes, in addition to other limitations,

“communicatively coupling an automobile sound system to a portable electronic device via an

adapter cable” wherein the “the portable electronic device [is] operable to be used independent of

the automobile sound system." Lau fails to provide these limitations. For example, Lau only

discloses servers 102 and 102A that rely on external power sources. Further, as stated above,

Lau is not portable but is at best removable. Lau‘s lack ofportability is evidenced by servers

102 and 102A, which rely on external power from an automobile for power 330. Additionally,

Lau’s server 102A is provided as an in dash head 1mit for an automobile that includes a radio

tuner and controls operation of a CD changer (see col. 18, lines 24-38). Portable electronic

devices are well lmown in the art as systems or devices that may operate independent of another

system. Servers 102 and 102A disclosed by Lau do not provide or suggest use that is

independent of an automobile or disclose or suggest providing power to servers 102 and 102A

independent ofan automobile’s power supply.

Further, Lau's servers lack power supplies and moreover does not rechargeable power

supplies. Lau only provides a power block 330 that includes glue logic 330 for converting and

distributing power within server 102. There is no power storage capacity provided by Lau‘s

servers 102 and 102A and it is unclear how servers 102 and/or 102A would have utility outside

of an automobile. As such, Lau fails to disclose, or suggest, the limitations of"conununicatively

coupling an automobile SOlmd system to an a-portable electronic device via an adapter cable”

wherein the “the portable electronic device [is] operable to be used independent of the

automobile sound system” as recited in claim 24.

Absent the above limitations, Lau cannot anticipate amended claim 24. As such,

Applicants re5pectfully request favorable allowance of independent claim 24. Additionally,

claims 24-29, which depend from claim 24, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As

such, Applicants requests favorable allowance ofclaims 24-29.
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Rejection of Claims 30-35

Claims 30-35 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Lau. Claim 30 as amended, is

distinct from Lau. Claim 30 includes, in addition to other limitations, “a portable electronic

device mount formed to releasablx engage a portion of a portable audio file player gperable to be

used independent of the vehicle sound gistem that includes a recha_rgeable power supply and a

processor operable to play a locally stored audio file” and “an interface cable m’tercomecting me

auxilifl connection port and the electronic device mow; the interface cable hamg at legt one

gpnducp've element get-able to deliver power to recharge the rechargeable power supply.”

(Emphasis Added)

As described above Lau fails to disclose a portable electronic device but at best provides

a removable server 102 and 102A that rely on an automobile’s power supply for power. As

such, Lau fails to provide or suggest “a portable electronic device mount formed to releasably

engage a portion ofa portable audio file player operable to be used independent of the vehicle

sound system that includes a rechargeable power supply and a processor operable to play a

locally stored audio file” and “an interface cable interconnecting the auxiliary connection port

and the electronic device mount, the interface cable having at least one conductive element

operable to deliver power to recharge the rechargeable power Suppl)” as recited in amended

claim 30,

As such, Lau cannot anticipate amended claim 30. As such, Applicants respectfully

request favorable allowance of independent claim 30. Additionally, claims 31-35, which depend

from claim 30, provide additional limitations not present in Lau. As such, Applicants requests

favorable allowance ofclaims 30-35.
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CONCLUSION

Applicants have made an earnest effort to place this case in condition for allowance in

light ofthe amendments and remarks set forth above. Applicants respectfully request

reconsideration ofthe rejection and allowance ofclaims 1-35. Applicants believe no additional

fee is due.

Any changes to the claims in this amendment, which have not been specifically noted to

overcome a rejection based upon the prior art, should be considered to have been made for a

purpose unrelated to patenmbility, and no estoppel should be deemed to attach thereto.

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned attorney at the telephone number

listed below if such a call would in any way facilitate allowance of this application.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees, which may be required, or

credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 50—2469.

Respectfully submitted,

H 1 0 5’- # flee
Date Ru e W. White; Reg, No. 45,691

Attorney for Applicant(s)

TOLER LARSON & ABEL, L.L.P.

5000 Plaza On The Lake, Suite 265

Austin, Texas 78746

(512) 327-5515 (phone)

(512) 327-5452 (fax)
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Period for Reply
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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(3). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
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4)IZ Claim(s) 1_-3_5 is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above claim(s) __ is/are withdrawn from consideration.
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6)® Claim(s) L35 is/are rejected.

7):] Claim(s) is/are objected to.

8):] Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement,

Application Papers

9)IZ The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
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Art Unit: 2686

DETAILED ACTION

Priority

1. Applicant has complied with the conditions for receiving the benefit of an earlier filing

date under 35 U.S.C. 120.

Information Disclosure Statement

2. The information disclosure statement submitted on May 3, 2005 has been considered by

the Examiner and made of record in the application file.

Specification

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly

indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The following title is suggested: -—

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONNECTING A PORTABLE MP3 PLAYER TO AN

AUTOMOBILE SOUND SYSTEM--.

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities:

a) On line 1 of paragraph 0015, insert --an-- afier “illustrates”;

b) On line 7 of paragraph 0020, replace “a” with --as-- after “such”;

c) On line 7 of paragraph 0021, replace “automobiles” with --automobile’s-- before
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“audio”;

d) On line 5 of paragraph 0024, replace “102” with --101-- before “is”;

e) On lines 3 and 8 of paragraph 0025 and on lines 1 and 3 of paragraph 0027, replace

“105” with --103--',

t) On line 5 of paragraph 0030, replace “(i.e. 6” with --(i.e., 6——;

g) On line 9 of paragraph 0031, replace “(i.e. cellular” with --(i.e., cellular--;

h) On line 4 of paragraph 0040, replace “were” with --was-- afier “information”;

i) On line 5 ofparagraph 0042, replace “(i.e. Internet” with --(i.e., Internet--;

1) On line 3 of paragraph 0043, replace “streaming.” with --streaming,--;

k) On lines 4, 6, and 9 of paragraph 0044, on lines 2, 4, and 5 of paragraph 0045, and

on line 5 of paragraph 0046, replace “302” with --303--;

1) On line 1 of paragraph 0051, replace “(i.e. 93.7” with -—(i.e., 93.7--',

m) On line 10 ofparagraph 0056, replace “402” with --401--;

II) On line 6 of paragraph 0059, replace “genre.” with ——genre,-—;

0) On line 9 ofparagraph 0061, replace “stations.” with --stations,--;

p) On line 9 of paragraph 0062, replace “(i.e. computer” with --(i.e., computer--;

q) On line 9 of paragraph 0067, replace “500” with --512--',

r) On line 4 of paragraph 0069, delete “5” afier “message”;

3) On line 2 of paragraph 0083, delete “at step 812”;

t) On line 3 of paragraph 0083, replace “(eg. several” with --(e.g., several--;

u) On line 7 of paragraph 0083, insert --at step 812-- afier “(information”; and
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v) On line 7 of paragraph 0092, replace “905” with --907--.

Appropriate correction is required.

Claim Objections

5. Claims 13, 21, and 30 are objected to because of the following informalities:

a) On line 3 of claim 13, delete “installed” in order to provide proper antecedent basis;

b) On line 2 of claim 21, replace “interface system” with --cable-- in order to provide

proper antecedent basis; and

c) On line 6 of claim 30, insert --and-- after “file;”.

Appropriate correction is required.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 USC. 102 that form the

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office Action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- (e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent,
published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the

invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in
section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection ofan application filed in the United States

only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such
treaty in the English language.

Claims 1-13 and 15-35 are rejected under 35 USC. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lau

et al. (US. Patent # 6,772,212 B1).
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Consider claims 1 and 3, Lau et al. clearly show and disclose an audio system (figure 1)

comprising:

a music server 102 (electronic device) (figures 1 and 5) having a graphical user interface

(GUI) 1200 (display) (figure 12) (i.e., music server 102 (electronic device) by itself is capable of

creating and updating playlists (column 18 lines 12-18), therefore, it includes the GUI 1200

(display)), a disk cartridge 120 (memory) (figures 1 and 4), a processor 302 (audio file player)

(figure 6), and a housing component (figure 5) at least partially defining a cavity in which the

disk cartridge memory) (figures 1 and 4) and the processor 302 (audio file player) (figure 6) are

secured (column 6 lines 57-65);

a hard disk drive 178 (playlist engine) (figure4) operable to maintain a first playlist and a

second playlist, wherein the first playlist is operable to include a selection of audio content

having a corresponding audio file saved in the disk cartridge 120 (memory) (column 6 lines 4-

21);

an automobile (not shown) having an automobile sound system that comprises speakers

106, 108, 110, 112 and a head unit 104 (in dash sound system component) (figure 1) operable to

be coupled to the music server 102 (electronic device) via a cable (figures 1 and 6, column 4

lines 27-41, column 5 lines 9-16, and column 7 lines 28-37);

the head unit 104 (in dash sound system component) (figure 1) comprising a button

(selector) (reads on claim 3) operable to allow a user to select the first playlist for outputting via

the speakers 106, 108, 110, and 112 (figure 4 steps 410 and 412, column 2 line 66 - column 3

line 9, column 5 lines 9-16, column 8 lines 49-52, and column 11 lines 33-59); and
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the cable having at least one conductive element operable to provide power to the music

server 102 (electronic device) (figure 1), the cable further operable to communicatively coupled

the music server 102 (electronic device) (figure 1) to the automobile sound system (column 7

lines 28-37 and 45-57).

Consider claim 2, and as applied to claim 1 above, Lau et a1. further disclose that the

music server 102 (electronic device) is a portable MP3 player (i.e., the music server 102

(electronic device) can be carried by the user and used in different automobiles thereby making

the music server 102 (electronic device) both mobile and portable (column 8 lines 22-27 and

column 16 line 60 - column 17 line 5)) and the cable communicates a processed digital

representation of the selection of audio content to the head unit 104 (in dash sound system

component) (figure 12, column 11 lines 35-59, and column 12 lines 12-58).

Consider claim 4, and as applied to claim 1 above, Lau et al. also disclose that the

processor 302 (audio file player) (figure 6) is an MP3 player (column 12 lines 12-30).

Consider claims 5 and 6, and as applied to claim 1 above, Lau et a1. further disclose

that the head unit 104 (in dash sound system component) (figure 1) further comprises multiple

buttons (first and second selectors) (reads on claim 6) operable to allow a user to select different

playlists (e. g., a second playlist) for outputting via the speakers 106, 108, 110, 112 (column 11

lines 33-59).

Consider claim 7, and as applied to claim 1 above, Lau et al. also disclose a controller

320 (playlist generator) (figure 6) to generate the first playlist to be presented by the head unit

104 (in dash sound system component) (column 9 lines 17-33 and column 11 lines 6-59).
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Consider claim 8, and as applied to claim 1 above, Lau et a1. further disclose that the

head unit 104 (in dash sound system component) (figure 1) is fixed in a first location (i.e., the

automobile’s dashboard) and the cable is routed to allow the music server 102 (electronic device)

to be located in a different location (i.e., trunk of the automobile) (figure 1, column 5 lines 9-16,

and column 7 lines 28-37).

Consider claims 9-11, and as applied to claim 1 above, Lau et al. also disclose that the

cable plugs into the head unit 104 (in dash sound system component) (figure 1) at a disc changer

port (compact disk player interconnect point) (reads on claim 11) located in the back of the head

unit 104 (in dash sound system component) which is located behind the automobile dashboard

(reads on claim 10) (column 5 lines 9-16 and column 7 lines 28-37).

Consider claim 12, Lau et a1. clearly show and disclose an audio system (figure 1)

comprising:

a music server 102 (electronic device) (figures 1 and 5) having a graphical user interface

(GUI) 1200 (display) (figure 12) (i.e., music server 102 (electronic device) by itself is capable of

creating and updating playlists (column 18 lines 12-18), therefore, it includes the GUI 1200

(display)), a disk cartridge 120 (memory) (figures 1 and 4), a processor 302 (audio file player)

(figure 6), and a housing component (figure 5) at least partially defining a cavity in which the

disk cartridge 120 (memory) (figures 1 and 4) and the processor 302 (audio file player) (figure 6)

are secured (column 6 lines 57-65);

a device interface system that comprises a disc changer port (sound system connector)

and a connector 322 (device connector) (figures 1 and 6 and column 7 lines 28-37);
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the disc changer port (sound system connector) operable to communicatively coupled the

device interface system to a sound system (column 7 lines 28-37); and

the connector 322 (device connector) (figure 6) operable to releasably engage the music

server 102 (electronic device) (figures 1 and 6) such as that a contact portion of the device

interface system contacts a conductive element of the music server 102 (electronic device) to

form at least a portion of a communication path operable to interconnect the sound system and

the music server 102 (electronic device) (column 7 lines 9-57).

Consider claim 13, and as applied to claim 12 above, Lau et a1. filrther disclose an

automobile (not shown) having an automobile sound system that comprises speakers 106, 108,

110, 112 and a head unit 104 (in dash sound system component) (figure 1), wherein the

automobile sound system is the sound system (figures 1 and 6, column 4 lines 27-41, column 5

lines 9-16, and column 7 lines 28-37).

Consider claim 15, and as applied to claim 12 above, Lau et al. also disclose that the

contact portion of the device interface system is provided at an end portion of a cable having at

least one conductive element, the cable operable to provide power to the music server 102

(electronic device) (figures 1 and 6 and column 7 lines 28-57).

Consider claim 16, and as applied to claim 12 above, Lau et al. further disclose that the

processor 302 (audio file player) is operable to process audio content having a format selected

from the group consisting of an MP3 file format, a WAV file format, and a real audio (i.e.,

streaming) file format (column 12 lines 12-30).

Consider claim 17, Lau et a]. clearly show and disclose a method for facilitating the
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outputting of audio content (figures 7, 11, 12, 17, and 20) comprising:

accessing a head unit 104 (automobile sound system component) (figure 1) having at

least a first button for controlling an operation feature of an automobile sound system (figures 7

and 11 and column 11 lines 6-59); and

installing a cable at the head unit 104 (automobile sound system component) (figure 1)

that allows a user to output via the automobile sound system a playing of an audio file content

stored in a disk cartridge 120 (memory) of a music server 102 (portable electronic device, i.e.,

the music server 102 (electronic device) can be carried by the user and used in different

automobiles thereby making the music server 102 (electronic device) both mobile and portable

(column 8 lines 22-27 and column 16 line 60 - column 17 line 5)) that comprises the disk

cartridge 120 (memory), a processor 302 (audio file player), and a housing component (figure 5)

at least partially defining a cavity in which the disk cartridge 120 (memory) (figures 1 and 4) and

the processor 302 (audio file player) (figure 6) are secured (column 6 lines 57-65 and column 7

lines 28-57).

Consider claim 18, and as applied to claim 17 above, Lau et al. further disclose

installing the cable to the head unit 104 (automobile sound system component) (figure 1), the

cable operable to conductively couple the music server 102 (portable electronic device) (figures

1 and 6) to a power supply associated with the automobile (column 7 lines 28-57).

Consider claim 19, and as applied to claim 18 above, Lau et al. also disclose that the

cable is further operable to communicatively coupled the music server 102 (portable electronic

device) (figure 1) to the automobile sound system to output the playing of the audio content file
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via a speaker assembly 106, 108, 110, 112 of the automobile sound system (figure 12, column 7

lines 28-37 and 45-57, column 11 lines 35-59, and column 12 lines 12-58).

Consider claim 20, and as applied to claim 17 above, Lau et a1. further disclose that the

cable enables communication between the music server 102 (portable electronic device) (figures

1 and 6) and the automobile audio system via a disc changer port (compact disk player port) of

the head unit 104 (automobile sound system component) (figure 1 and column 7 lines 28-37).

Consider claims 21-23, and as applied to claim 17 above, Lau et al. also disclose that

the audio content file is included within a playlist (column 6 lines 4-21), wherein the cable

allows the music server 102 (electronic device) (figures 1 and 6) to communicate information

about the playlist such as, for example, playlist number, title, artist, genre, album, year (reads on

claim 22) to the head unit 104 (automobile sound system component) which in tum presents

audio/visual (graphical representation) of the information to the user in a display (reads on claim

23) (figures 1, 6, and 16, column 2 line 67 - column 3 line 9, column 4 lines 13-25, and column

11 lines 45-51).

Consider claim 24, Lau et a1. clearly show and disclose a method of outputting audio

content (figures 7, 11, 12, 17, and 20), comprising:

communicatively coupling an automobile sound system to a music server 102 (electronic

device) (figures 1 and 6) via an adapter cable, the music server 102 (electronic device) (figures 1

and 6) having a processor 302 (audio file player) (figure 6), a power module 330 (local

rechargeable power supply), and a disc cartridge 120 (memory) (figure 1) operable to store a

plurality of selected audio content files (column 6 lines 4-21 and 57—65), the adapter cable
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operable to conductively couple the music server 102 (electronic device) (figures 1 and 6) to a

car battery (power supply) associated with an automobile to provide power to power module 330

(recharge the local rechargeable power supply) (column 7 lines 28—37 and 45-57);

allowing selection of a first audio content file Via a button selector operably coupled to

the automobile sound system (column 11 lines 31-41);

detecting a selection of the button selector (column 11 lines 31-41);

playing the first audio content file with the processor 302 (audio file player) in response

to the detection (column 11 lines 31-41 and column 12 lines 12-58); and

outputting a representation of the first audio content file via a speaker assembly 106, 108,

110, 112 of the automobile sound system (figure 7 and column 8 lines 49-55).

Consider claims 25 and 26, and as applied to claim 24 above, Lau et a1. fiirther disclose

initiating playing of a first playlist comprising the first audio content file in response to the

detection (column 11 lines 31-41) and initiating playing of a second playlist in response to

detecting selection of a second button selector (column 11 lines 31-41) (reads on claim 26).

Consider claim 27, and as applied to claim 25 above, Lau et al. also disclose receiving

an input to randomly play the first playlist (column 9 lines 17-33 and column 11 lines 31-41).

Consider claim 28, and as applied to claim 24 above, Lau et al. further disclose

accessing a disc cartridge 120 (memory) of the music server 102 (electronic device) (figures 1

and 6) to identify a playlist to be output by an automobile sound system and linking the button

selector with the playlist (column 11 lines 31-41).

Consider claim 29, and as applied to claim 24 above, Lau et al. also disclose that the
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automobile sound system comprises a receiver (i.e., conventional radio receiver and tuner)

(column 11 lines 54-56) and that the method further comprising:

receiving a wireless signal with the receiver (i.e., when the user chooses the radio output

a wireless signal is received by the radio receiver and tuner) (column 11 lines 51-59);

pausing the playing of the first audio content file (column 11 lines 51-59); and

outputting audio information represented by the wireless signal (column 11 lines 51-59).

Consider claim 30, Lau et a1. clearly show and disclose an audio system, comprising:

a vehicle sound system that comprises a speaker 106, 108, 110, 112 and a head unit 104

(in dash component) that includes a disc changer (auxiliary connection) port (figure 1 and

column 7 lines 28-37);

a housing (electronic device mount) (figure 5) formed to releasably engage a portion of a

music server 102 (portable audio file player) (i.e., the music server 102 can be carried by the user

and used in different automobiles thereby making the music server 102 both mobile and portable

(column 8 lines 22-27 and column 16 line 60 - column 17 line 5)) that includes a power module

330 (rechargeable power supply) (figure 6) and a processor 302 (figure 6) operable to play a

locally stored audio file (column 12 lines 12-57); and

an interface cable interconnecting the disc changer (auxiliary connection) port and the

housing (electronic device mount) (figure 1), the interface cable having at least one conductive

element operable to deliver power to the power module 303 (rechargeable power supply)

(column 7 lines 28-37 and 45-57), the cable fiirther operable to communicatively couple the

music server 102 (portable audio file player) to the head unit 104 (in dash component) (column 7
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lines 28-37 and 45-57).

Consider claim 31, and as applied to claim 30 above, Lau et a1. further disclose an

automobile (not shown), wherein the vehicle sound system is installed within the automobile

(figures 1 and 6, column 4 lines 27-41, column 5 lines 9-16, and column 7 lines 28-37).

Consider claim 32, and as applied to claim 31 above, Lau et al. also disclose that the

music server 102 (portable audio file player) is an MP3 player (column 12 lines 12-30).

Consider claim 33, and as applied to claim 31 above, Lau et a1. further disclose a button

operably associated with the head unit 104 (in dash component), the button operable to direct a

mounted music server 102 (audio file player) to begin playing a first playlist of locally stored

audio content (column 11 lines 31-41).

Consider claim 34, and as applied to claim 33 above, Lau et al. also disclose that the

interface cable is routed such that the mounted music server 102 (audio file player) is located

apart from the head unit 104 (in dash component) (column 5 lines 9-16 and column 7 lines 28-

37).

Consider claim 35, and as applied to claim 34 above, Lau et a1. further disclose that the

interface cable communicates a digital audio signal output from the music server 102 (portable

audio file player) to the disc changer (auxiliary connection) port to allow outputting of a sound

via the speaker 106, 108, 110, 112 (figure 12, column 11 lines 35-59, and column 12 lines 12-

58).

7. Claims 12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(6) as being anticipated by
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Buchheim (US. Patent # 6,061,306).

Consider claim 12, Buchheim clearly show and disclose an audio system (figures 1 and

2) comprising:

a portable audio device 10 (electronic device) (figures 1 and 2) having a display 58

(figure 2), a memory 16 (figure 1), a audio file player 14 (figure 1), and a housing component 12

(figures 3-6) at least partially defining a cavity in which the memory 16 (figure 1) and the audio

file player 14 (figure 1) are secured (column 5 lines 41-56);

a device interface system that comprises a sound system connector and a device

connector (figure 1-3, column 5 lines 60-67 and column 7 lines 36-57);

the sound system connector (figures 1-3) operable to communicatively coupled the

device interface system to a sound system 100 (figures 1 and 3, column 5 lines 60-67 and column

7 lines 36-57); and

the device connector (figures 1-3) operable to releasably engage the portable audio device

10 (electronic device) (figures 1 and 2) such as that a contact portion of the device interface

system contacts a conductive element of the device 10 (electronic device) to form at least a

portion of a communication path operable to interconnect the sound system 100 and the device

10 (electronic device) (abstract, figures 1-3, and column 2 line 39 - column 4 line 35, column 5

lines 60—67, and column 7 lines 3657).

Consider claim 14, and as applied to claim 12 above, Buchheim further disclose that the

sound system 100 comprises a portable radio (column 1 lines 35-40 and column 5 lines 26-33).
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Conclusion

8. Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or mailed to:

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to

Customer Service Window

Randolph Building

401 Dulany Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

Examiner should be directed to Rafael Perez-Gutierrez whose telephone number is (571) 272-

7915. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30am to 5:00pm.

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner’s

supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on (571) 272—7905. The fax phone number

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
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system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 703-305-

3028.

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding

should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone number is (571) 272-

2600.

Rafai gerez-Gutérrez E b
R.P.G./rpg RAFAEL PEREZ-Gamma

PATENT EXAMINER

August 20, 2005
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents
United States Patent and Trademark Office

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria. VA 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

 
MAIL

TOLER, LARSON & ABEL, L.L.P. M AY 2 6 2005
5000 PLAZA ON THE LAKE, SUITE 265

AUSTIN, TX 73746 DIRECTOR OFHCE
0

In re Application of TECHNOLOGY CENTER 260
Russell W. WHITE, et a1. :

Application No. 10/947,755 : DECISION ON PETITION

Filed: September 23, 2004 : TO MAKE SPECIAL
For: AUDIO SYSTEM AND METHOD

This is a decision on the petition filed May 6, 2005 under 37 CFR §l.102(d) to make the application

special.

A grantable petition under 37 CFR §1.102(d) and MPEP §708.02, section II (Infringement), must be

accompanied by the required fee and a statement alleging.

(1) that thereIS an infringing device or product actually on the market or method in use;

(2) that a rigid comparison of the alleged infringing device, product, or method with the claims of the

application has been made, and that, in his or her opinion, some of the claims are unquestionably

infringed; and

(3) that he or she has made or caused to be made a careful and thorough search of the prior art or has

a good knowledge of the pertinent prior art. Further, Applicant must provide a copy of each of

the references deemed most closely related to the subject matter encompassed by the claims if the

references are not already of record.

The petitioner meets all the above-listed requirements. Accordingly, the petition is GRANTED.

The application will retain its special status throughout its entire prosecution, including any appeal to the

Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences, subject only to diligent prosecution by the applicant.

The pplication is being forwarded to the examiner for expedited prosecution.

DOI’IS IO

Tpecial Program Examiner
Cechnology Center 2600Communications
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PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant(s): Russell W. White et a

Title: AUDIO SYSTEM AND METHOD

Application No.: 10/947,755 Filed: 09/23/2004

Examiner: Perez-Gutierrez, R. Group Art Unit: 2686

Atty. Docket No.: 111111.1111-2C Confirmation No.: 1751

M/S PETITIONS

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

Washington, DC 20231

PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.102

Sir:

It is respectfully requested that examination of the above-identified patent application be

expedited based on current and actual infringement of the pending claims.

In support of the present Petition, the undersigned alleges:

There is an infringing product currently offered for sale on the open market and practiced

in the United States;

A rigid comparison of the alleged infringing product with the claims of the application

has been made, and that it is the undersigned’s opinion that some of the currently pending claims

are unquestionably infringed; and

A careful and thorough search of the prior art has been made.

05/09/2005 CCHflUl 00000063 502469 10947755

01 FC:1464 130.00 09
 

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited
with the United States Postal Service with sufficient sta e s first class mail, in an envelope

addressed to the Commissioner for Patents on 05 122%! Zrfi 5 .

Laura Hi Andre i E E “a £_./
Typed or Printed Name Signature
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PATENT

Each reference deemed most closely related to the claimed subject matter was identified

in an Information Disclosure Statement dated April 29, 2005 (a copy of PTO/SB/08A is

attached).

Any office personnel are encouraged to contact the undersigned with any question

regarding this Petition or the application in general.

A fee in the amount of $130.00 is due under 37 CPR. § 1.l7(i) upon filing this Petition.

The Office is authorized to charge the fee of $130.00 to Deposit Account 50-2469.

Respectfully submitted,

' y‘ 3‘ or W21
Russell W. White; Reg. No. 45,691

Attorney for Applicants

TOLER, LARSON & ABEL, L.L.P.

5000 Plaza on the Lake, Suite 265

Austin, Texas 78746 ‘

(512) 327-5515 (phone)

(512) 327-5452 (fax)

 

 
Application No.2 l0/947,755
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MAUI BM 2.}- PTO/SB/21(09—04) ‘Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031

TRANSMITTAL

FORM

 
  

 
 

 

 
  
 

ENCLOSURES (Check all that apply)

D After Allowance Communication to TCFee Transmittal Form

D Fee Attached

I:I Amendment/Reply
I:I After Final

I:I Affidavits/declaration(s)

Drawing(s) Replacement Sheets 1, 6

 '3 Appeal Communication to Boardof Appeals and Interferences Licensing-related Papers

 
 
 
 

 

 El Appeal Communication to TCPetition to make special (Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief)
Petition to Convert to a

Provisional Application
Power of Attorney, Revocation
Change of Correspondence Address

 
 

 

 

 
 

   

  

 

Proprietary Information

  
Status Letter

Other Enclosure(s) (please Identify
below):

Copy of IDS filed 04/29/2005

  
 

 
 
 

Extension of Time Request Terminal Disclaimer

  Request for Refund
  Express Abandonment Request

DEEDS!CID
Information Disclosure Statement CD: Number Of CL7(5)  

  

 
 

El Landscape Table on CD
 

Certified Copy of Priority
Document(s)  
 

 
  

  
 
 

  
 

 
 CUSTOMER NO.: 34456

Reply to Missing Parts/
Incomplete Application

Reply to Missing Parts
under 37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53

DDEDI]
 SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT

Signature
_ a 24 to
P' t d '
m e name RUSSGII W Whlte -

“-1—-45.691

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents. PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on

 

  

the date shown below:

Signature ‘ §
, vao/

LauraH-Andre 06 0% W

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.5. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and1.14. This collection is estimated to 2 hours to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case, Any comments on the
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, US. Patent and
Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES 0R COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND To: Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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PTO/SB/17 (1204)
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651 -0032

US. Patent and Trademark Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Complete if Known

10/947,755

09/23/2004

Russell W. White

Perez-Gutierrez, R.

 
 

  
 

 
 E TRANSMITTAL

For FY 2005

Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT ($) 130.00 Attorney Docket No.

METHOD OF PAYMENT check all that ao 0|

El Check |:| Credit Card [:lMoney Order CI None DOther (please identify):
Deposit Account Deposit Account Number: 50-2469 Deposit Account Name: TOLER’ LARSON & ABEL, LLP

For the above-identified deposit account, the Director is hereby authorized to: (check all that apply)

 

 
  

I! -1Ul .. Z in3mo. 5'<(D:,..o -.
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11111.1111-20 4

Charge fee(s) indicated below I: Charge fee(s) indicated below, except for the filing fee

V Charge any additional fee(s) or underpayments of fee(s) I Credit an over a mentsI under37 CFR1.16 and 1.17 I y p y
WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be included on this form. Provide credit card
information and authorization on PTO-2038.

FEE CALCULATION

1. BASIC FILING, SEARCH, AND EXAMINATION FEES
FILING FEES SEARCH FEES EXAMINATION FEES

Small Entity Small Entity Small Entity
Application Type Fee (fl Fee (fl Fee (fl Fee (5) Fee (§) Fee (g) Fees Paid {£1

Utility 300 150 500 250 200 100

Design 200 100 100 50 130 65

Plant 200 100 300 150 160 80

Reissue 300 150 500 250 600

Provisional 200 100 0 0 0

2. EXCESS CLAIM FEES Small Entity
Fee Description Em Fee (5)

Each claim over 20 or, for Reissues, each claim over 20 and more than in the original patent 50 25

Each independent claim over 3 or, for Reissues, each independent claim more than in the original patent 200 100

Multiple dependent claims 360 180
Total Claims Extra Claims Fee (fl Fee Paid (§) Multiple Dependent Claims

5 - 20 or HP = 5 x 50 0 Fee (£1 Fee Paid (El
HP = highest number of total claims paid for, if greater than 20

lndep. Claims Extra Claims Fee (fi) Fee Paid (5)
O - 3 or HP = 0 x 200 = 0

HP = highest number of independent claims paid for. if greater than 3

3. APPLICATION SIZE FEE

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets of paper, the application size fee due is $250 ($125 for small entity)
for each additional 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(l)(G) and 37 CFR l.l6(s).
Total Sheets Extra Sheets Number of each additional 50 or fraction thereof Fee (§) Fee Paid i§)

- 100 = l50 = _(round up to a whole number) x =

4. OTHER FEE(S) Fees Paid (£1

Non—English Specification, $130 fee (no small entity discount)

Other: Petition to Make Special Pursuant to 37 CFR. § 1.102 130.00

 
SUBMITTED BY

. i / Re istration No.

Russenwwmte

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.136. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete,
including gathering. preparing. and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, US. Patent
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce. PO. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES 0R COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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. fifi PTO/SBIOBA (08-03)g S 7. m . Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
-ersons are re-uired to reSnond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Complete if Known

Application Number 10/947,755
Filing Date 09/23/2004

Russet. W. White

2686

Perez-Gutierrez, R.

_—_111111.1111-20

U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
Cite Document Number Publication Date Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns. Lines. Where

MM-DD-YYYY Applicant of Cited Document Relevant Passages or Relevant

Number-Kind Codez 0W") Figures Appear

- us-us-zoos/ooowe ——
- s-us-zoos/omosss m-zoos —_
- U 6.587 835 07-2003 Treyz et at.

U 6.496 692 01-2003

8 6.510210 01-2003

2

 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

(Use as many sheets as necessary)

     

 
 

 Examiner
Initials'  
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S

U

U .
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s

s

s

S 6 051 305 05-2000
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CC
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' 5.940.767 03'1999 Bour-eois et al.
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 FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Cite Foreign Patent Document Publication Name of Patentee or
No.‘ Date Applicant of Cited DocumentMM-DD-YYYY

 

  
 

 

 

Examiner
lnitiais'

Pages, Columns, Lines,
Where Relevant Passages
0r Relevant Figures Appear  

    

Iliiillfl
i!

Examiner Date
Signature Considered

‘EXAMlNER: initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M'EP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2See Kinds Codes of
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usgto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document. by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). ‘ For
Japanese patent documents. the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5Kind of document by
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6Applicant is to place a check mark here if English languageTranslation is attached.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND
TO: Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

Ifyou need assistance in completing the form, call 1—800—PTO-9199 (1 -800-786-9199) and select option 2.
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