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Attorney Docket No. 9432-000386

HUMAN MACHINE INTERFACE METHOD AND DEVICE
FOR CELLULAR TELEPHONE OPERATION IN AUTOMOTIVE
INFOTAINMENT SYSTEMS
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS
[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of United States Patent
Application No. 11/384,923 filed on March 17, 2006, which is a continuation-in-
part of United States Patent Application No. 11/119,402 filed on April 29, 2005,
which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/669,951, filed on

April 8, 2005. The disclosures of the above applications are incorporated herein

by reference in their entirety for any purpose.

FIELD
[0002] The present invention relates to human machine interfaces and,

more particularly, to an improved control interface for a driver of a vehicle.

BACKGROUND

[0003] The statements in this section merely provide background
information related to the present disclosure and may not constitute prior art.

[0004] Market research has shown that operating a handheld cellular
phone while driving is one of the most common causes of distractions that can
significantly increase the risk of érashes. As a solution, many automotive vehicle
manufactures now offer hands free cellular telephone capability, whereby the
vehicle occupant can place and anéwer cellular telephone calls without the need

to press tiny buttons or read the tiny display of the cellular telephone device.
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