UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIGE

o ¢

United States Patent and Trademark Office

Washington, D.C. 20231
WWW.USPLo.gov

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

l APPLICATION NO. I FILING DATE I FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. I CONFIRMATION NO. I
09/357,836 07/21/1999 LISAT. WOOD 032374-003 9787
21839 7590 11/23/2001
BURNS DOANE SWECKER & MATHIS L L P [ EXAMINER ]
POST OFFICE BOX 1404 mp—
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1404 BUIL, TRONG D.
I ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER
2173

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

DOC KET

_ ARM

DATE MAILED: 11/23/2001

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.


https://www.docketalarm.com/

- I Application No. ’ Applicant(s)

09/357,836 WOOD ET AL.
Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit
Tony Bui 2173

— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
after SIX () MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Ifthe period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1)J Responsive to communication(s) filed on
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)Xl This action is non-final.

3)] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11,453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims
4)X Claim(s) 1-6 is/are pending in the application.
4a) Of the above claim(s) ______is/are withdrawn from consideration.
5)] Claim(s) is/are allowed.
6)IX] Claim(s) 1-6 is/are rejected.
7)J Claim(s) _____is/are objected to.
8)] Claim(s) ______ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers
9)] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

10)J The drawing(s) filed on _____is/are: a)[] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
11)J The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)[_] approved b)[_] disapproved by the Examiner.
If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action.
12)[] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120
13)J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)J Al b)[J Some *c)[] None of:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ______

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

1f1)[:| Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application).

a) [ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received.
15)] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121.

Attachment(s)
1) BX) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4)[J Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper Nof(s). .

D
A

2 [ Nntica of Draftsnerson’s Patent Drawina Review (PTO-948) 5) [ ] Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152)
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DETAILED ACTION
Drawings
1. The drawings filed on July 21, 1999 are acceptable subject to correction of the

informalities indicated on the attached "Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review,"
PTO-948. In order to avoid abandonment of this application, correction is required.
Claim Objections

2. Claims 3 — 6 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form
because a multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative only.
See MPEP § 608.01(n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated on the
merits.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

4. Claims 2, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being
indefinite for the use of alternative limitations is not permitted in the claims. The
clternative Iimitatibns recited in Claim 2 include “Changing the aspect ratio or otherwise
cropping”, “Changing the orientation or otherwise rotating...” and “Combining (including
stitching) of multiple media objects, or Enhancing the image by changing its contrast”.
Claim 5 recites the alternative limitation, “media object is associated or processed”.
Claim 6 recites the alternative limitation, “generated dynamically or generated from pre-
--set instructions”.- -The claims must be amended to-include positive limitations,-clearly

reciting what applicant regards as the invention.
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. .

6. Claims 1 - 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over
U.S. Patent No. 6,035,323 to Narayen et al. in view of Netscape Communications
Corporation’s Netscape Communicator 4.75 software.

Narayen et al. discloses methods and apparatuses for publishing a collection of
digital media to the Internet using a picture management software. Regarding Claim 2,
Narayen et al. discloses step 247 (in FIG. 6A), allowing a user to enter caption or title
(“Adding text or other annotation”) to each image (*media object”) before sending the
image to the server computer system 701 (“second location”) for publishing.

Regarding Claim 5, Narayen et al. discloses a layout and style window 1301 (in
FIG. 13), allowing a user to change the layout of the current page containing multiple
pictures (images) or the layout of the entire album containing multiple pages containing
multiple pictures. Changing the layout of a page (containing multiple pictures) would
constitute processing or changing the location or “changing the orientation” (Claim 2,

Line13) of “more than one media object” “simultaneously” (Claim 5, line 1-2).
Regarding Claim 6, Narayen et al. discloses a signature generator and

comparator 641 (in FIGr. 10) that creates a signature (“media object identifier”) for each
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picture in the picture album. Therefore a picture album containing multiple pictures
would constitute the generation of multiple signatures (“media object identifiers”).
Regarding Claims 1, 3, and 4, Narayen et al.’s disclosure is very similar in that
Narayen et al. teaches step 225 in which images (“media object”) are acquired
(“transporting”) from a file storage device such as a hard disk (“first location”) and stored
in the picture management software system. The picture management system creates
a signature for each image acquired, thereby “associating the media object with” a
“media object identifier”. An album or collection of images is also created using the
picture management system. Then in step 227, the picture management system
transmits the album format data and signatures to the computer server system 701
(“second location”) for publishing. However, Narayen et al. does not explicitly disclose
whether the picture management system (used to acquire the images) is a web page
(as recited in Claim 1) or not. Furthermore Narayen et al. does not disclose methods for
associating the image (on a file storage device such as a hard disk) to its signature in.
the picture management system via “dragging” the image to the Web page (as recited in
Claim 3) and associating the image via “browsing and selecting files on the first
location” (as recited in Claim 4). But as described in the Help file (page 9, Inserting an
Image section) of Netscape Communication Corp.’s Netscape Communicator 4.75
software (Netscape Composer component), an image can be inserted via dragging and
dropping (as recited in Claim 3) the image into Netscape Composer (which corresponds
to the recited “Web page” in Claim 1, since Netscape Composeris a comrponentrof

Communicator, a web browser). The Inserting an Image section of the Help file also
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