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UNITED 'STATES PATENT OFFICE

CONVERTIBLE ARTICLE OF" FURNITURE
Hyman Pollack, Kings County, and'David Brand,

.. Bronx County;.N.

N. ¥.

Apphcatlon Apl‘ll 25 1950, Serlal No. 157, 894
(ClL: 155—39),

ot 11 Clalms
1
This- invention relates-to convertlble artlcles
of furniture; more particularly to 8 combmatlon
_table and superstructure support. -

Tt is primarily within the contemplatlon -of-our!

invention to provide an article of’ furniture hav-
ing a table understiucture separably gssociated
with & superstructure ada‘pte‘d for: supporting-a
chair or other device, thetable portion’ being”

1ndependent1y usable. Ang in thls -aspectrof our:

invention it is-an object, i &’ preferred- form:

thereof, to enable the superstructure mermber-to’

10

support a high=chair; ‘and the table member: to°

e revolvable and adapted for operative associa-

tion with a baby-tender or seat, whereby the-
invention may serve as a convelz'tnbler Juvenlle'

article of furniture.”

It is a further obJect of thls invention to pro-
vide-the- uniderstructt g “revolvable table
“member releasably setira

tain a-writing- or* play surface -ahd-the opposﬂ:e

side o ‘feeding surface, both | s1dés Peing” employ- -
1 -

able” in*horizonta ositions;- and the
face being: positionable at'a" srien
tion;  In -this-aspect’of- our” inventio

table member it & selected’ one-of said" posmons

Anpther- object “of* ‘our 1nvent1on s ‘the pro=:
“380:
to' be ‘readily and firmly ‘attached’ to-and: -quickly™
And inthis™
aspeet of this- invention:it’ is & further - oBject”
tosprovide: automatic: 16¢kirig ‘means: for: conrrects-
ing-the- superstrructure't“ ‘ the understricture;~so-
that-both hands: may be free to' mampulate the-{’
stperstructire: into position! It-is-also-an’ob=-
jeet-of this: mventlon to-provide ‘conveniént hand®
grlppmg means for enablmg< the superstructure'
3 i 40

vision- of! means-for’ enabhng~the superstructure‘

detached from:the-understructure.’

dlsassembly E
It:is. furthey withi

the: device; and::provide.an effective anchoring

means. for mamtammg :the: tabler member 1n its:

ineclined position. .
Another: cbject! of: our: 1nvent10n ist to mam—
tain: the table meémber; when in either of-its'hori«
zontal positions; free from::contact with: the su-

perstructure;: therebyl preventmg a ma,rrmg of’

the surfacesrthereof
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Vo thre'e‘"differentf
positions; so- that one’ ‘side’ of* “thet table may con=" 20

o‘ur contemplation te em--
ploy:hand-gripping: means- o : ‘the understruc-
ture both.to-enhatice the aesthetic apbedarance of:-
“45.

15-

ions 95
other-object to prov1de easily mampufable releas--’
ableé-locking: means* for- ﬁrmlyv maintaining’ the"

50

2

of an-infant' seated- in- the baby-tender will be'
free-for positioning under the table.

-Still. another object s to enable the under-
structure member to be-extended rearwardly and
adapted for supporting a baby seat rearwardly
and- substantially at the level of the table, so
that g child in said seat may’ conveniently- use’
the table for playor feeding.

- .Other: objects, features  and- advantages will
appear from the' drawing: and’ the descnptmn
hereinafter given.

Referring to the drawing;

Figure 1-i§ a-side elevation of*a preferred form-
of’ our: invention; showing the under and super-
structures in assembled-relation, and supporting
a:high chair.

Figure 2-is a plan view of Figure 1 with the
high chair removed, portions being broken away
for-clarity. '

Figure 3 is: a front view of Figure 1, only a
fragment of the-high chair being shown.

Figure 4 is a-fragmentary:section of Figure 1-
taken along: line 4—4; the releasable stop means-
for the upper and lower sections being shown in’
locked position. . V

Figure 5 is a view like Figure 4, but with the
stop member in retracted position.

Figure 6 is a- perspective view of the locking
‘element of Figures 4 and'5.

Figure 7' is a perspective view of the under--
structure- section of our invention; showing: the
table locked in one horizontal position. )

Figure 8 is--a fragmentary plan view of the
corner of Figure-7 showing the table retractable

:locking member in'loeked position.

Figure 9'is a-section-of Figure-8 along line §-—8: -

Figure 10'is a plan view of the understructure-
of our invention with the table member shown
reversed with respect to Figure 7. i

Figure 11 is:a-side view: of the understructure,
showing: the table ‘in- its- inclined' position,. por-
tions being:-broken away forclarity.

Figure: 12 -is-a.-side view of: the understructure g
portion - of our invention: in: extended condition, -
shown supporting a baby seat.

PFigure 13:is a plan view of Flgure 12; and

Figure 14 is-a sectmn of Figure 12 taken along
line 14£=14::

In the: preferred form of our invention illus-

-trated;. the device’ comprises’ an undetrstructure

generally. designated as' {9 in interlocking en-
gagement with a superstructure generally des-:

ichatad ac. IR Tn . tha mnarvrticlilar amhadimant
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entire device in its assembled form constitutes
a high chair. It is understood, however, that in-
stead of the chair i7 any other suitable device
may ke supported by the superstructure i8.

The understructure comprises two inverted U-
shaped leg members {8 and (9, member 18 con-
sisting of front leg 28, rear leg 2! and lateral
connecting bar 22, and leg member {8 consists
of front leg 23, rear leg 24 and lateral connect-
ing bar 25. Attached to the inner surfaces of
leg members 18 and {8 are the rail members gen-
erally designated 2§ and 27, containing the paral-
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lel rails 28 and 29 respectively, joined by the
rear bar 38, the forward portions of said rail
members containing the hand gripping loops 31
and 32, respectively. Loop 31 contains the
downwardly extending arcuate section 33 and the
rearwardly extending lower section 34; and loop
32 contains the downwardly extending arcuate
section 35 and the rearwardly extending section
36. In the preferred struciture illustrated, the
rails 28 and 28 are connected to the lateral bars
22 and 25 of the leg members by strips 37 and
38 either soldered, welded or otherwise attached
thereto; and it is also preferred that the loops
31 and 32 be attached to legs 20 and 23 respec-
tively, at their intersections.

Pivotly mounted at 3% and 39q of the rails 28
and 295, and disposed therebetween, is the table
40, the rear connecting bar 38 of the rails be-
ing disposed behind the table. In the form of
our invention illustrated, the upper surface 41
of the table (Figure 10) contains an ordinary
flat surface which may be used for feeding or
other purposes; and the opposite side of the
table 42 (Figure 7) contains a slate wall or other
writing surface. As will be noted, the table is
revolvable into three operative positions, Figures
7 and 10 showing two reverse positions thereof,
and Figure 11 showing an inclined position.

The table is maintained in any of its three
said operative positions by means of releasable
locking means. One corner 43 of the table con~
taing an apertured portion 44 within which is
slidably mounted the clongated retractable ele-
ment 45 carrying the knob 45 for manual ma-
nipulation; and at the rear of element 45 is the
spring 47 normally urging element 45 outward-
ly so that it may enter one of three apertured
portions in the adjacent rail member 25. Two
of said apertures are on the rail 28, the front
one being 48 and the rear one 48; and the third
of said apertures 50 is disposed on the lower rear-
wardly extending section 34. The arrangement
is hence such that upon a manual retraction of
element 45, the table 43 may ke swung into any
one of the three positions, the table being releas-
ably locked in one of said three apertures 48, 48
or 50.

It is preferred that the foremost portions of
loops 3t and 32 be disposed forwardly of the front
edge 5! of the table, so as to facilitate grasping
said loops when it is desired to move the struc-
ture, or to hold it while the table is being op-
eratably manipulated. It is also preferred. that
the thickness of table 49 be less than the di-
ameters of the rails 28 and 29, and that the
table be mounted centrally upon said bars so
that the uppermost surfaces of the rails will be
above the opposite surfaces of the table when it
is in either of its two horizontal positions. As
will more clearly hereinafter appear, this will
keep the table at all times spaced from the super-
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tween the table and the base of the superstruc-
ture. It is also preferred that the lateral bars
22 and 25 of the leg members be disposed above
the rails 28 and 28, thereby providing lateral sup-
ports against which the superstructure can slid-
ably move when being operatively. assembled
thereon, as will hereinafter appear.

The superstructure comprises the base por-
tion 53.-consisting of the two side bars 54 and
55 connected together by the rear connecting
bar 56 (Figures 1, 2 and 3), the forward portions
of the side bars 54 and 55 being respectively
connected to hand gripping portions 57 and 57,
these respectively comprising the loops 58 and
59 and the upper inwardly extending supports
66 and 6f, the latter being preferably horizon-
tal and disposed inwardly relative to the side
bars 54 and 55. The said supports 68 and &
are adapted to support some upper article, such
as the chair {1, by suitable fasteners.

The lateral bars 22 and 25 of the leg members
have mounted thereon two inwardly extending
guiding elements 62 and 63 respectively, these
being preferably, although not necessarily, eylin- -
drical members, said members being spaced
above the respective rails 28 and 23. The dis-
tance between element 62 and rail 28, and be-
tween element 63 and rail 29, is preferably such
as to permit the base bars 54 and 55 of the super-
structure to slidably move therebetween, as
clearly shown in Figure 3. Hence, in operative-
ly placing the superstructure into interlocking
engagement with the understructure, the side
bars 54 and 5% are placed upon rails 28 and 23
at a point forwardly of the guiding elements 62
and 63, and slid rearwardly into interlocking en-
gagement.

The device is further provided with stop means
for stopping the forward or rearward movement
of the superstructure upon the understructure,
and releasably locking it in said predetermined
assembled position. - Said stop means, in the
preferred form illustrated, comprises (see Fig-
ures 4, 5 and 6) an elongated element 64 extend-
ing through the rail 28 and proportioned to .enter
the aperture 65 in the base bar 54. Disposed
below and in abutting engagement with the head
of element 64 is the spring 66 positioned within
the rail 28, the lower portion of element 64 hav-
ing fixably mounted thereon the cam knob 67
containing thereon the cam surface 68. In the
position shown in Figure 5, the highest point of
the cam surface is in engagement with the under
side of rail 28, thereby causing a downward re-
traction of element 64 and its withdrawal from
aperture 65. In this position, the superstructure
can readily be made to slide over the rail. Upon
8 rotation of knob 67 through an angle of 90°,
the lowest portion of the cam surface 68 comes
into engagement with the under side of rail 28,
thereby permitting the locking element 64 to
enter the aperture §5, and effect an interlocking
of the rail 28 and bar 54.. When this occurs it
is obvious that the superstructure cannot move
relative to the understructure unless the inter-
locking engagement is released by operatively
manipulating the knob 617.

The arrangement is hence such that the hands
are left free to grasp the loops 58 and 59 of the
superstructure and manipulate it slidably upon
the understructure, since the cam knob 67 will
frictionally maintain itself in its unlocked posi-
tion after it had been moved thereto.
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