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above and white below, that grows up to about 55 feet (17 meters) in
length, and that is found in all the oceans, with the greatest number living
in Antarctic waters. {Partial translation of Norwegian seihval. See SEL]
seize (sez) v seized, seizeing, seizees —ir. 1. To grasp suddenly
and forcibly; take or grab: seize a sword. 2a. To grasp with the mind;
apprehend: seize an idea and develop it to the fullest extent. b. To possess
oneself of (something): seize an opportunity. 3a. To have a sudden over-
whelming effect on: a heinous crime that seized the minds and emotions
of the populace. b. To overwhelm physically: a person who was seized with
a terminal disease. 4. To take into custody; capture. 5. To take quick and
forcible possession of; confiscate: seize a cache of illegal drugs. 6. also
seise (séz) a. To put (one) into possession of something. b. To vest own-
ership of a feudal property in. 7. Nautical To bind (a rope) to another,
or to a spar, with turns of small line. —intr. 1. To lay sudden or forcible
hold of. 2a. To cohere or fuse with another part as a result of high pres-
sure or temperature and restrict or prevent further motion or flow, b.
To come to a halt: The talks seized up and were rescheduled. 3. To exhibit
symptoms of seizure activity, usually with convulsions. [Middle English
seisen, from Old French seisir, to take possession, of Germanic origin.)
—seiz’asble adj. —seiz/er n.
sefezin (sé/zin) n. Variant of seisin.
seizeing (s&/zing) n. Nautical 1. A binding of larger lines made with
multiple turns of smaller line. 2. The smaller line so used.
selezor also seissor (sé/zor, -z0r’') n. One that takes seisin.
seiezure (sé’zhor) n. 1. The act or an instance of seizing or the con-
dition of being seized. 2. A sudden attack, spasm, or convulsion, as in
epilepsy or another disorder. 3. A sudden onset or sensation of feeling
or emotion.
Sekeonedi-Tackosrasdi (sék’an-defta-ko-ri?ds) A city of south-
west Ghana on the Gulf of Guinea west-southwest of Accra. The two
parts of the city developed around Dutch and English forts built in the
17th century. Population: 93,882.
seclaschiean (si-la’ké-an) adj. Of or belonging to the order Selachii
of elasmobranch fishes that includes the sharks and in some classifica-
tions also the rays and skates. 4 7. A member of this order. [Probably
from New Latin Selachii, order name, from Greek selakhios, cartilagi-
nous, from selakhos, cartilaginous fish.}
seslaedang (si-lifding) n. See gaur. [Malay.]
seclageionelsla (so-14/2-nél/s) n. Any of numerous fernlike, usu-
ally prostrate plants of the genus Selaginella, having small scalelike leaves
and bearing spores. [New Latin Selaginells, genus name, from Latin
selags, seldgin-, a plant resembling the savin.]
se*lah (sé/lb, sél/a) interj. Used to conclude a verse in the Psalms. [He-
brew seld.}
seledom (st/dom) adv. Not often; infrequently or rarely. See Usage
Note at rarely. « adj. Archaic Infrequent; rare. [Middle English, from
Old English seldum, alteration of seldan.] —sel/domeness n.
seelect (si-1&kt/) v -lecteed, -lecteing, -lects —ir. To take as a
choice from among several; pick out. ~——intr. To make a choice or selec-
tion. 4 adj. 1. Singled out in preference; chosen: a select few. 2. Of
special quality or value; choice: select peaches. 3. Of or relating to a lean
grade of beef. 4. Careful or refined in making selections; discriminating,
% n. 1. One that is chosen in preference to others or because of special
value. 2. (used with a pl. verb) Chosen or preferred items or people con-
sidered as a group. Often used with the. {Latin séligere, séléct- : sé-, apart;
see s(w)e- in Appendix I + legere, to choose; see leg- in Appendix L]
—seelecftasble adj. —seelect’ness n.
seelecteees (si-16k/t#’) n. One who is selected, especially for military
service.
seclecetion (si-lék/shon) n. 1a. The act or an instance of selecting
or the fact of having been selected. b. One that is selected. 2. A carefully
chosen or representative collection of people or things. See synonyms at
choice. 3. Aliterary or musical text chosen for reading or performance.
4. Biology A natural or artificial process that favors or induces survival
and perpetuation of one kind of organism over others that die or fail to
produce offspring.
seelecotioneist (si-lék/sho-nist) adj. also seelecetioneal (~sha-nol)
Of or relating to the view that evolution or genetic variation occurs chief-
ly as a result of natural selection. ¢ n. One who holds or favors a selec-
tionist view. ~—seelec’tioneism n.
se=lecetive (s-Ek/tiv) adj. 1. Of or characterized by selection; dis-
iminating. 2. Empowered or tending to select. 3. Electronics Able to

R ]

Russia flowing about 1,207 km (750 mi) east and north to Lake Baikal,
seslesnic (so-1é/nik, -16n/k) adj. Of, relating to, or containing sele-
nium.

selenic acid n. A highly corrosive hygroscopic white solid acid with
composition H,SeO,.

seleasnifeersous (sél’>-niffer-as) adj. Containing selenium: sel-
eniferous soil.

seleeonite (sél/o-nit’, si-é-) n. Gypsum in the form of colorless
clear crystals. [Latin selénités, from Greek selenités (lithos), moon (stone),
selenite (so called because it was believed to wax and wane with the
moon), from seléné, moon. See SELENIUM.]

seslesnisum (si-1e/né-om) n. Symbol Se A nonmetallic element, red
in powder form, black in vitreous form, and metallic gray in crystalline
form, resembling sulfur and obtained primarily as a byproduct of elec-
trolytic copper refining. It is widely used in rectifiers, as a semiconductor,
and in xerography. Its photovoltaic and photoconductive actions make it
useful in photocells, photographic exposure meters, and solar cells.
Atomic number 34; atomic weight 78.96; melting point (of gray seleni-
um) 217°C; boiling point (gray) 684.9°C; specific gravity (gray) 4.79;
(vitreous) 4.28; valence 2, 4, or 6. See table at element. [Greek seléng,
moon (from selas, light, brightness) + —~1UM.]

selenium cell n. A photoconductive cell consisting of an insulated
selenium strip between two suitable electrodes.

seleno-or selen— pref. 1. Moon: selenography. 2. Selenium: selenosis,
[Greek seléno-, from seléng, moon. See SELENIUM. ]
seleecnogerasphy (sél'>-ndg/ro-fe) n. The study of the physical
features of the moon. —sel’esnog’raepher, sel’eenog’raephist n,
—sel’eenoegraph’ic (-na-grif’ik), sel’esnoegraphfiecal (-i-kal)
adj. —sel’eenoegraph’iscalely ady.

selceenolegegy (sél'a-ndl/o-je) n. The astronomical study of the
moon. —sel’eenoelog’iecal (-na-16j/i-kol) adj. —sel’eenol’oegist
.
seleeengssis (s8l’a-ndfsis) n. Poisoning, especially of livestock,
caused by ingesting selenium found in some plants, in the soil, or in some
microorganisms.

Selees (sélas), Monica Born 1973. Yugoslavian-born American
tennis player who between 1990 and 1993 won eight Grand Slam cham-
pionships. She returned to tennis in 1995 after being stabbed on court in
1993 by a spectator.

Seeleusciea (si-l60/shé-2, -sha) An ancient city of Mesopotamia on
the Tigris River south-southeast of modern Baghdad. Founded c. 300
B.C,, it was an important commercial center and the chief city of the
empire founded by Seleucus 1.

Seeleuscid (si-l6o/sid) adj. Of or relating to a Hellenistic dynasty
founded by Seleucus I after the death of Alexander the Great. It ruled
much of Asia Minor from 312 to 64 B.C. % n. A member or subject of
this dynasty.

Secleuscus I (si-lov’kes) 3582-281 B.C. Macedonian general under

Alexander the Great. He founded and ruled (312-281) the Seleucid dy-

nasty after Alexander’s death.

self (s8lf) n, pl selves (sélvz) 1. The total, essential, or particular

being of a person; the individual: “An actor’s instrument is the self” {Joan
Juliet Buck). 2. The essential qualities distinguishing one person from
another; individuality: “He would walk a little first along the southert
walls, shed his European self, fully enter this world” (Howard Kaplan). 3.
One’s consciousness of one’s own being or identity; the ego: “For some of

us, the self’s natural doubts are given in mesmerizing amplification by way-

of critics’ negative assessments of our writing” (Joyce Carol Oates). 4.

One’s own interests, welfare, or advantage: thinking of self alone. 5: Im-_

munology That which the immune system identifies as belonging to the
body: tissues no longer recognized as self. < pron. Myself, yourself, him:

self, or herself: a living wage for self and family. % adj. 1. Of the same

character throughout. 2. Of the same material as the article with which
it is used: a dress with a self belt. 3. Obsolete Same or identical. [Middle
English, selfsame, from Old English. See s(w)e~ in Appendix 1.]

self pref. 1. Oneself; itself: self-control. 2. Automatic; automatically:
self-loading. [Middle English, from Old English, from self, self. See SELF.]
self-acbancdoned (s8lf'>-bin’dond) adj. Lacking self-restraint,
especially having completely yielded to one’s impulses. —self/-aeban/-
donement .

self-acbhasesment (sélf’s-basPmont) #. Degradation or humilia:
tion of oneself, especially because of feelings of guilt or inferiority.

self-aenaleyesis (s8lf'o-nil/i-sis) n., pl -ses (-séz’) An indep
dent methodical attempt to study and comprehend one’s own perso
ity;-emotions, and behavior. —self’-an’aslyt/iscal (-in’s-lit/i-}
self/-an’aslyt’ic (-ik) adj.

self-anenichislastion (s¢f/a-ni/s-1a/shan) n. 1. Self-destruct
2. Loss of self-awareness, as in a mystical state.
self-apepointeed (s&lf’s-poinftid) adj. Designated or choser
oneself rather than by due authority: g self-appointed mediator.
self-asesertoing (sélf’o-strting) adj. 1. Asserting oneself or o
wh rights or views. 2a. Self-confident. b. Overbearing; arrogant.
alf-aseserstion (sélf’s-strfshon) n. Determined advancemen
one’s own personality, wishes, or views. —self’-aseser/tive
—self/-aseser/tiveely adv. —self-aseser/tiveeness n.
self-asesured (sélf’s>-shoord?) adj. Having or showing confide
and poise. —self/-asesur/ance (-shoorfens) n.

self-asware (s&lf’s-war/) adj. Aware of oneself, including o
aits, feelings, and behaviors. —self’-aeware/ness n.
elf-basteing (self’ba’sting) adj. Prepared so as to remain m
while being cooked: a self-basting turkey.

self-cenctered (sélffsénftord) adj. Engrossed in oneself and o
own affairs; selfish. —selff-cen/teredely adv. —self/-cen’ter
ness 7.

self-cleansing (sélf’kléfning) adj. Made or designed to clean it
often automatically: a self-cleaning oven.

self-coleored (s#lffkitl’ord) adj. 1. Being in the natural or orig
color. 2. Of only one color.

seif-comemand (sélf’ko-mind’) n. Full presence of mind;
confidence.

self-comepateioble (selffkom-pitfa-bal) adj. Botany Capabl
self-fertilization. —self/~comepat’isbil’iety 1.
self-comeplaccent (sélf’kom-pla’sont) adj. Self-satisfied, o
smugly so. —self/-comeplafcenecy n. —self/-comepla’cen
ady.

_self-conecept (sélf’kon’sépt) n. The mental image or percep
that'one has of oneself.

self-conecepetion (s8lf'kon-sép/shon) n. Self-concept.
seff-conecern (sélf’kon-stirn’) n. Selfish or excessive concern
oneself. —self’-conecerned’ adj.

elf-conefessed (séif'kon-fést’) adj. According to one’s own
mission: a self-confessed plagiarist.

selfconefiedence (s8lf7kdén’fi-dans) n. Confidence in onesel
_one’s own abilities: “Without self-confidence we are as babes in the cra
Virginia Woolf). See synonyms at confidence. —self/-con/fied
dj. ~selff-con’fiedentely adv.

eif-conegrateusiastion (séif ken-grich’s-1a/shan, -grdj’-, -ka
.Congratulation, especially self-satisfied congratulation, of one
for one’s achievements or good fortune. —self’-conegrat/usiae
ry (-lo-tor'e, -tor’é) adj.

elf-conescious (sélffkdn’shos) adj. 1. Aware of oneself as an i
idual or of one’s own being, actions, or thoughts. 2. Socially ill at ¢
 The self-conscious teenager sat alone during lunch. 3. Excessively
 scious of one’s appearance or manner: The self-conscious actor kept fi
is hair. 4. Showing the effects of self-consciousness; stilted: self-
cious prose. —selff-con’sciousely adv. —self/-con’sciousenes
elf-conetained (séf'kon-tind’) adj. 1. Constituting a comj
and independent unit in and of itself: A self-contained dictionary de
very word that is contained within it. 2a. Not dependent on others; !
ufficient: a self-contained settlement in the Arctic. b. Keeping to one
eserved. —self’-conetain’/ment n.

elf-conetent (sélf'kon-tént?) adj. Satisfied with oneself; com
cent. ¢ n. Self-contentment. —self’ conetent/edely adv.
elif-conetentement (sélf’kon-tént/moant) n.  Self-satisfact
omplacency.

elf-conetrasdicetion (sélf’kon’tra-dik’shon) n. 1. Theact, s
r fact of contradicting oneself. 2. An idea or statement containing
radictory elements. —self’-con’traedic/toery (-dikfts-r€) adj.
elf-conetrol (sélf'’kon-trdl’) n. Control of one’s emotions, des
tactions by one’s own will: “You think yourself a miracle of sensib
it self-control is what you need” (Mary Boykin Chesnut). —self/~c
rolled’ adj.

eif-corerectoing (séif'ke-rék/ting) adj. 1. Correcting its or «
s mitctakes 2. OF or beine a tvpewriter mechanism that allows
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- dwaning wial. . A period ol Colnement 10 a acienion
 form of punishment by which a student is made to stay after
0ol hours. 3. A forced or punitive delay. [Middle English de-
ct of withholding, from Anglo-Norman, from Latin détentis,

from détentus, past participle of détinére, to detain. See Ds-

313 home no A place where juvenile offenders are held in
pecially for a temporary period while awaiting court action on

di-tirf) v -terred, -terering, -ters —ir. To prevent or dis-
om acting, as by means of fear or doubt: “Does negotiated dis-
deter war?” (Edward Teller). See synonyms at dissuade.
prevent or discourage the occurrence of an action, as by means
doubt: “It’s this edge that gives nuclear weapons their power to
omas Powers). [Latin déterrére : dé-, de- + terrére, to frighten.]
'ment n. —dester’/racble adj. —desterfrer n.
2 (di-tinj’) trv. -terged, -tergeing, -tergees To wash or
y wound, for example); cleanse. [French dérerger, from Latin
dé-, de- + tergére, to wipe.]
sence (dithr/jens) n. Detergency.
yerecy (di-thr/jon-s&) n. The power or quality of cleansing.
jent (di-tirfjont) n. A cleansing substance that acts similarly
t is made from chemical compounds rather than fats and lye.
ving cleansing power.
sperate (di-tiré-s-rit’) v -rateed, -rateing, -rates
minish or impair in quality, character, or value: Time and ne-
eteriorated the property. —intr. 1. To grow worse; degenerate:
er deteriorated overnight. His health had deteriorated while he
on. 2. To weaken or disintegrate; decay: The nation’s highways
rating at a rapid pace. [Late Latin déteriorare, déteriorat-, from
ior, worse. See de- in Appendix 1.] —deste’rieoera’tion n.
jepera’tive adj.
nineasble (di-ttr’ma-na-bal) adj. 1. Capable of being de-
limited, or fixed: determinable velocities, 2. Law Capable of
ed or decided: matters determinable by common law. —dee
asbleeness n. —deeter’mineacbly adv
nienascy (di-thr/me-na-sé) . 1. The quality or condition
eterminate. 2. The condition of being determined or charac-

nienant (di-thrmo-nant) adj. Determinative. % n. 1. An
g or determining element or factor: “Education is the second
tant determinant of recreational participation” (John P. Robin-
athematics The value computed from a square matrix of num-
ule of combining products of the matrix entries and that char-
1e solvablitity of simultaneous linear equations. Its absolute
e interpreted as an area or volume. 3. Immunology A localized
the surface of an antigen capable of eliciting an immune re-
1 of combining with a specific antibody to counter that re-
50 called epitope. )
vifenate (di-thr/me-nit) adj. 1. Precisely limited or de-
nite: a determinate number; a determinate distance. 2. Conclu-
d; final. 3. Firm in purpose; resolute. 4. Botany a. Terminat-
flower and blooming in a sequence beginning with the
- or central flower; cymose: a determinate inflorescence. b, Not
- indefinitely at the tip of an axis: determinate growth. [Middle
om Latin détermindtus, past participle of déterminare, to de-
ee DETERMINE.} —dester/mienateely adv. —deeter/mis
S 1.

miienatesr (di-thr’mo-na’tor) n. A determiner.
nienastion (di-tir'ms-nd’shen) n. 1a. The act of making
 at a decision. See synonyms at decision. b. The decision
a. Firmness of purpose; resolve: approached the task with de-
1 and energy. b. A fixed intention or resolution: returned fo
' a determination to finish. 3a. The settling of a question or
authoritative decision or pronouncement, especially by a ju-
: The choice of a foster home was left to the determination of the
he decision or pronouncement made. 4a. The ascertaining or
1e quantity, quality, position, or character of something: a de-
1 of the ship’s longitude; a determination of the mass of the uni-
he result of such ascertaining. 5. A fixed movement or ten-
ard an object or end. 6. Logic a. The defining of a concept
s constituent elements. b. The qualification of a concept or
1 to render it more definite or specific.

nisnastive (di-tir'ms-na’tiv, -ne-) adj. Tending, able, or
determine. See synonyms at decisive. 4 . A determining

sﬁe@ﬂkes‘smmear (di-thrfma-mor} n. 1. One that determines. 2.
Grammar A word belonging to a group of noun modifiers, which in-
cludes articles, demonstratives, possessive adjectives, and words such as
any, both, or whose, and, in English, occupying the first position in a
noun phrase or following another-determiner.

destersminsism (di-tr’ma-niz’am) n. The philosophical doctrine
that every state of affairs, including every human event, act, and decision
is the inevitable consequence of antecedent states of affairs. —dester/-
mineist n. —deeter’mineis/tic adj, —dester’mineis/tiscalely adv.
destersrence (di-thr’ons, -tiir’-) 7. 1. The act or a means of deter-
ring. 2. Measures taken by a state or an alliance of states to prevent hos-
tile action by another state.

destererent (di-thr/ont, -tiir’-) adj. Tending to deter: deterrent
weapons. % n. 1. Something that deters: a deterrent to theft. 2. A retal-
iatory means of discouraging enemy attack: a nuclear deterrent.
desterssive (di-tarfsiv, -ziv) adj. Detergent. [French détersif, from
Latin deétersus, past participle of défergére, to deterge. See DETERGE.]
—deeter’sive n.

destest (di-tést?) tr.v. ~testeed, -testeing, -tests To dislike intense-
ly; abhor. [French détester, from Latin détestari, to curse : dé-, de- +
testari, to invoke (from testis, witness; see trei- in Appendix 1).] —dee
test/er n.

destesteashle (di-t8s/t>-bal) adj. Inspiring or deserving abhorrence
or scorn. See synonyms at hateful. —destest’asbil/ioty, destest’ae
bleeness n. —destest/aebly adv.

deetesstastion (de’té-sta’shon) n 1. Strong dislike or hatred; ab-
horrence. 2. One that is detested.

desthatch (dé-thich/) v -thatched, -thatcheing, -thatchees
—ir. To remove (dead grass) from a lawn, usually to aerate the soil,
—intr. To remove dead grass from a lawn. —desthatch/er n.
deethrone (de-thron’) v -throned, -throneing, -thrones 1. To
remove from the throne; depose. 2. To remove from a prominent or
powerful position. —deethrone’/ment n.

deteienue (dét/n-6o’, -yod’) n. Law 1a. An action to recover pos-
session or the value of property wrongfully detained. b. The writ author-
izing such action. 2. The act of unlawfully detaining personal property.
[Middle English detenue, from Old French, detention, from feminine
past participle of detenir, to detain. See DETAIN.]

deteosnasble (dét'n-o-bal) adj. That can be detonated: detonable
warheads; detonable bombs.

detepenate (d8vn-at’) intr. & trv. -nateed, -nateing, -nates To
explode or cause to explode. [Latin détondre, détondt-, to thunder down :
dé-, de- + tondre, to thunder; see (s)tena- in Appendix 1.] —det/oe
nat’/asble adj.

deteosnastion (dét/n-a’shon) n. 1. The act of exploding. 2. An
explosion.

deteosnastor (d&Vn-a'tor) n. 1. A device, such as a fuse or percus-
sion cap, used to set off an explosive charge. 2. An explosive.
deetour (deftoor’, di-toor/) n. 1. A roundabout way or course, espe-
cially a road used temporarily instead of a main route. 2. A deviation
from a direct course of action. # intr. & tr.v. -toured, -toureing,
~tours To go or cause to go by a roundabout way. [French détour, from
Old French destor, from destorner, to turn away : des-, de- + torner, to
turn; see TURN.]

destox (de-t8ks!) Informal tr.v. toxed, -toxeing, -toxees To sub-
ject to detoxification. < n. (dé/tdks’) A section of a hospital or clinic in
which patients are detoxified. [Short for DETOXIFY.]

destoxeiecate (de-tok/si-kat’) my, -cateed, -cateing, -cates To
detoxify.

destoxriefiecaction (de-tok/so-fi-ka’shon) n. 1. The process of
detoxifying. 2. The state or condition of being detoxified. 3. Physiology
The metabolic process by which the toxic qualities of a poison or toxin
are reduced by the body. 4. A medically supervised treatment program
for alcohol or drug addiction designed to purge the body of intoxicating
or addictive substances. Such a program is used as a first step in over-
coming physiological or psychological addiction.

deetoxeiofy (de-t8k/so-fi’) trv. -fied, -fyeing, -fies 1. To coun-
teract or destroy the toxic properties of. 2. To remove the effects of
poison from. 3. To treat (an individual) for alcoho} or drug dependence,
usually under a medically supervised program designed to rid the body
of intoxicating or addictive substances. [DE~ + TOXI(C) + ~FY.]
deetract (di-uwikt’) v -tracteed, -tracteing, ~tracts —. 1. To
draw or take away; divert: They could detract little from so solid an argu-
ment. 2. Archaic To speak ill of; belittle. —intr. To reduce the value,

yalitaiyt. & GUNCHLE Wdl Latlsts adilldgl, Balill, OX 10880 orloking 15
now considered a detriment to good health. [Middle English, from Old
French, from Latin détrimentum, from détritus, past participle of déter-
ere, to lessen, wear down : dé-, de- + terere, to rub; see tere-" in Appendix
L]

deterismenctal (dét'ro-mén’tl) adj. Causing damage or harm; in-
jurious. —det/rismen/talely adv.

deetrietion (di-trish’on) 7. The act of wearing away by friction:
beach pebbles worn smooth by detrition. [Medieval Latin détritio, détri-
tion-, from Latin détritus, past participle of deterere, to lessen, rub away.
See DETRIMENT. |

destrietus (di-uifts) n, pl. detritus 1. Loose fragments or grains
that have been worn away from rock. 2a. Disintegrated or eroded mat-
ter: the detritus of past civilizations. b. Accumulated material; debris: “Po-
ems, engravings, press releases—he eagerly scrutinizes the detritus of fame”
(Carlin Romano). [French détritus, from Latin détritus, from past parti-
ciple of deterere, to lessen, wear away. See DETRIMENT.] ——deetri’tal
(-trit’1) adj.

Daetroit (di-troit”) A city of southeast Michigan opposite Windsor,
Ontario, on the Detroit River. Founded by French settlers in 1701, De-
troit became known as “the automobile capital of the world” in the early
20th century. Population: 1,027,974.

de trop (ds ud’) adj. Too much or too many; excessive or superfluous:
In retrospect the elaborate preparations seemed de trop. {French : de, of, in
+ trop, excess.]

destusmasecence (de’tco-més’ans, -tyoo-) n. Reduction or less-
ening of a swelling, especially the restoration of a swollen organ or part
to normal size. [From Latin détuméscere, to subside : dé-, de- + tuméscere,
to swell, inchoative of tumeére; see teue- in Appendix L] —de’tuemes/-
cent adj.

Deuecaslison (ddo-ki’le-an, dyoo-) n. Greek Mythology A son of
Prometheus who with his wife, Pyrrha, built an ark and floated in it to
survive the deluge sent by Zeus. The couple became the ancestors of the
renewed human race.

deuce’ (doos, dyoos) #. 1a, A playing card having two spots or the
side of a die bearing two pips. b. A cast of dice totaling two. 2. A tied
score in tennis in which each player or side has 40 points, or 5 or more
games, and one player or side must win 2 successive points to win the
garmne, or 2 successive games to win the set. % trv. deuced, deuceing,
deucses To make the score of (a tennis game or set) deuce. [Middle
English deus, from Old French, two, from Latin duds, masculine accusa-
tive of duo. See dwo- in Appendix 1.}

deuce? (doos, dycos) Informal n. 1. The devil: “Love is a bodily infir-
mity . . . which breaks out the deuce knows how or why” {Thackeray). 2.
An outstanding example, especially of something difficult or bad: had a
deuce of a time getting out of town; a deuce of a family row. 3. A severe
reprimand or expression of anger: gor the deuce for being late. 4. Informal
Used as an intensive: What the deuce were they thinking of? [Probably
from Low German duus, a throw of two in dice games, bad luck, ulti-
mately from Latin duo, two. See DEUCE'.]

deucsed (doofsid, dyso’-) adj. Informal Darned; confounded. [From
DEUCE.]

deucees wild (d6o/siz, dyco/-) n. Avariation of certain card games,
such as poker, in which each deuce may represent any card the holder
chooses.

Deurene (dir/ns) A city of northern Belgium, a manufacturing
suburb of Antwerp. Population: 80,766.

Deeous (da’ss) n. God. [Middle English, from Latin. See dyeu- in Ap-
pendix L]

deus ex maechiena (&ks mi’ko-no, -nd’, mik’s-na) n. 1. In Greek
and Roman drama, a god lowered by stage machinery to resolve a plot or
extricate the protagonist from a difficult situation. 2. An unexpected,
artificial, or improbable character, device, or event introduced suddenly
in a work of fiction or drama to resolve a situation or untangle a plot. 3.
A person or event that provides a sudden and unexpected solution to a
difficulty. [New Latin deus ex michind : Latin deus, god + Latin ex, from
+ Latin mudchind, ablative of machina, machine (translation of Greek
theos apo mékhanés).]

Deous Rasmos (d&’/cosh ri’macosh), Jodo de 1830-1896. Portu-
guese poet regarded as the foremost of his time. He is best remembered
for his love poems.

Dewut. abbr. Bible Deuteronomy
clewut~ pref. Variant of deuto-.
deuter— pref. Variant of deutero—.
deustersageoenist (dov’to-rig/s-nist, dyso-) n. The character
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