US 20040139254A1

a2 Patent Application Publication o) Pub. No.: US 2004/0139254 A1

a9 United States

Tu et al.

43) Pub. Date: Jul. 15, 2004

(549) ALPHANUMERIC KEYBOARD INPUT
SYSTEM USING A GAME CONTROLLER

(75) Inventors: Edgar Allan Tu, Castro Valley, CA
(US); Michael Reitmeyer, Pottstown,
PA (US); Noam Rimon, Redwood City,
CA (US)

Correspondence Address:

MARTINE & PENILLA, LLP

710 LAKEWAY DRIVE

SUITE 170

SUNNYVALE, CA 94085 (US)
(73) Assignee: Sony Computer Entertainment
America Inc., Foster City, CA

(22) Filed: Jan. 9, 2003
Publication Classification

............................ GO6F 13/12; GO6F 13/38
................................................................ 710/73

(51) Int.Cl7
(52) US.CL

(7) ABSTRACT

An invention is provided for an alphanumeric keyboard
input system using a controller, such as a game controller. A
plurality of cells is provided, where each cell includes a
plurality of characters. A user is allowed to select any
character using only two commands. In particular, a first
command is used to select a particular cell of the plurality of
cells, and a second command is used to select a particular
character of the plurality of characters within the selected
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