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New Copaxone Formulation Could Help Teva Retain
Market Share

With market share eroding for Teva’s multiple sclerosis therapy Copaxone (glatiramer acetate),
the manufacturer recently launched a new formulation of the drug that could help it retain its
footing. And a somewhat different approach in pricing for the new version could seal the deal.

Copaxone was approved in 1996 with daily 20 mg/mL dosing. But the new 40 mg/mL version is
administered three times a week and offers “essentially equivalent efficacy as the 20 mg dosing level,”
Stephen Cichy, founder and managing director at Monarch Specialty Group, LLC, tells Specialty Pharmacy
News. However, it also provides “a simpler dosing regimen. Injections three times per week versus daily”
means “the sole focus of the new formulation is on injection fatigue.”

While the original formulation will remain available, Teva has said it hopes to convert people on that drug to
the newer formulation. With Copaxone’s patent due to expire in May, the sooner that could happen, the better.

According to Boris Gorsh, a manager of syndicated research at Zitter Health Insights, the Wholesale
Acquisition Cost (WAC) for the new Copaxone formulation is $4,641.24 per month — a decrease from the
$5,060.33 per month Copaxone daily. Pricing the new formulation a little less than the 20 mg version “is an
interesting strategy as it is cheaper than daily Copaxone, which can be related to the requirement of less
syringes, but also to encourage payers to allow patients to make the switch prior to a generic version,” he
says.

While Teva makes the 20 mg formulation available for a $35 copay, the company is waiving copays
indefinitely for the 40 mg, which is an additional incentive for people to switch, points out David Lassen, chief
clinical officer at Prime Therapeutics LLC. For payers, “Since this is a new formulation of an existing drug with
similar safety and efficacy profiles, pricing will be a determining factor. The dosing advantage will also come
into consideration.”

What do you think of this Teva strategy? Can you see other drugmakers adopting it?

To request a free sample copy of Angela’s newsletter, Specialty Pharmacy News, send an email to
goliver@aishealth.com.

By Angela Maas ­ February 19, 2014  Print0Like

It's quick and easy to sign up for FREE
access to AISHealth.com!

Why do I need to register?

About the AIS Bloggers
Jill Brown
Executive Editor
View Jill's Profile

Patrick Connole
Managing Editor, Health
Plan Week
View Patrick's Profile

Steve Davis
Managing Editor, Inside
Health Insurance
Exchanges and The AIS
Report on Blue Cross and
Blue Shield Plans*
View Steve's Profile

Francie Fernald
Managing Editor
View Francie's Profile

James Gutman
Managing Editor, Medicare
Advantage News
View James's Profile

Angela Maas
Managing Editor, Specialty
Pharmacy News, Drug
Benefit News and AIS E­
Media
View Angela's Profile

Nina Youngstrom

Already a member? Log inMarketPlace AIS Blogs E­Newsletters Search Renewal Center Advertising & Sponsorships

MYLAN PHARMS. INC. EXHIBIT 1122 PAGE 1f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

http://aishealth.com/
http://aishealth.com/company/about
http://aishealth.com/company/contact
http://aishealth.com/company/customer-service
http://aishealth.com/company/advertise
http://aishealth.com/user
http://aishealth.com/cart
http://aishealth.com/user/login?destination=home
http://aishealth.com/
https://aishealth.com/ad/redirect/44465/t465?url=node/31296
http://aishealth.com/marketplace/webinars
http://aishealth.com/marketplace/webinars
http://aishealth.com/
http://aishealth.com/health-plan-business
http://aishealth.com/health-reform
http://aishealth.com/medicare-advantage-and-part-d
http://aishealth.com/pharmacy-benefit-management
http://aishealth.com/compliance
http://aishealth.com/blog
http://aishealth.com/blog/pharmacy-benefit-management
http://aishealth.com/profile/amaas
http://aishealth.com/marketplace/specialty-pharmacy-news
mailto:goliver@aishealth.com
http://aishealth.com/profile/amaas
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250
http://aishealth.com/print/31296
https://aishealth.com/ad/redirect/44866/t503?url=node/31296
https://aishealth.com/ad/redirect/19188/t517?url=node/31296
http://aishealth.com/why-register
http://aishealth.com/profile/jbrown
http://aishealth.com/profile/jbrown
http://aishealth.com/profile/jbrown
http://aishealth.com/profile/pconnole
http://aishealth.com/profile/pconnole
http://aishealth.com/profile/pconnole
http://aishealth.com/profile/sdavis
http://aishealth.com/profile/sdavis
http://aishealth.com/profile/sdavis
http://aishealth.com/profile/ffernald
http://aishealth.com/profile/francie
http://aishealth.com/profile/francie
http://aishealth.com/profile/jgutman
http://aishealth.com/profile/jgutman
http://aishealth.com/profile/jgutman
http://aishealth.com/profile/amaas
http://aishealth.com/profile/amaas
http://aishealth.com/profile/amaas
http://aishealth.com/profile/nyoungstrom
http://aishealth.com/user/register
http://aishealth.com/user/login/?destination=/blog/pharmacy-benefit-management/new-copaxone-formulation-could-help-teva-retain-market-share
http://aishealth.com/user/login/?destination=/blog/pharmacy-benefit-management/new-copaxone-formulation-could-help-teva-retain-market-share
http://aishealth.com/marketplace
http://aishealth.com/blog
http://magnetmail.net/actions/atlantic_subscription.cfm
http://aishealth.com/search/ais
http://aishealth.com/marketplace/renewal-center
http://aishealth.com/company/advertise
https://www.docketalarm.com/


12/31/2015 New Copaxone Formulation Could Help Teva Retain Market Share | AIS Health

http://aishealth.com/blog/pharmacy-benefit-management/new-copaxone-formulation-could-help-teva-retain-market-share 2/2

Marketplace  About AIS  Contact AIS  Press Releases  Customer Service  Renew Subscription  Advertising & Sponsorships  FAQs  My Cart

Atlantic Information Services, Inc. ­ 1100 17th Street NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20036 ­ 800­521­4323
Copyright © 2015 Atlantic Information Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Sitemap Privacy Policy Back to Top

Follow @AISHealth

How Can We Bring Down the High Prices
of Drugs?
1 comment • 2 years ago

Roger — Alternative and herbal
complimentary medicine including
acupuncture to reduce the dosage and …

How Many CO-OPs Will Be Left in 2016?
1 comment • 4 months ago

Marlin McKelvy — Of course, this will be
another largely failed experiment foisted upon
the American public as we have seen with …

Iowa CO-OP Is in ‘Hazardous Financial
Condition’…Are More at Risk?
2 comments • a year ago

AvatarShoreman2 — My father had a saying for
government plans like this, he called them
Vast new programs built on half vast ideas. …

WellCare: Is This the End of the Beginning
or the Beginning of the End?
1 comment • 2 years ago

AvatarBart Smith — And now a few months later,
look at WellCare's earnings and stock price.
The "interim" CEO has no health care …

ALSO ON AISHEALTH

0 Comments AISHealth  Login1

 Share⤤ Sort by Best

Start the discussion…

Be the first to comment.

WHAT'S THIS?

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your site Add Disqus Addd Privacy�

 Recommend

Managing Editor, Report on
Medicare Compliance
View Nina's Profile

Theresa
Defino
Editor,
Report on
Patient
Privacy and Report on Research
Compliance
View Theresa's Profile

Lauren Flynn Kelly
Editor, Drug Benefit News
View Lauren's Profile

Lauren Clason
Associate Editor, Report on
Patient Privacy
View Lauren's Profile

Rick Biehl
President & Publisher
View Rick's Profile

AIS Staff
View AIS's Profile

Featured Pharmacy Benefit
Management Products

Quality Programs in Cancer Care: A
Case Study of the Aetna Model

Specialty Pharmacy News

Drug Benefit News

Oral Oncology Drugs: Health Plan
Strategies for a Dynamic Market

Specialty Pharmacy Trends and
Strategies: 2015

Strategies for Making Value­Based
Rx Deals in a Volume­Based World

Visit the MarketPlace

MYLAN PHARMS. INC. EXHIBIT 1122 PAGE 2f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

http://aishealth.com/marketplace
http://aishealth.com/company/about
http://aishealth.com/company/contact
http://aishealth.com/company/press-releases
http://aishealth.com/company/customer-service
http://aishealth.com/marketplace/renewal-center
http://aishealth.com/company/advertise
http://aishealth.com/company/faq
http://aishealth.com/cart
http://aishealth.com/company/sitemap
http://aishealth.com/company/privacy
http://www.facebook.com/pages/AISHealth/145022178862345
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Faishealth.com%2Fblog%2Fpharmacy-benefit-management%2Fnew-copaxone-formulation-could-help-teva-retain-market-share&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=AISHealth&tw_p=followbutton
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Faishealth.com%2Fblog%2Fpharmacy-benefit-management%2Fhow-can-we-bring-down-high-prices-drugs%3AdEfuYSBY_QS3yxAT_0OhnlTFCio&imp=1ehmtff3pl3hgu&prev_imp&forum_id=553089&forum=aishealth&thread_id=2288600468&thread=2730954438&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=2730954438
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Faishealth.com%2Fblog%2Fhealth-plan-business%2Fhow-many-co-ops-will-be-left-2016%3Af6PrKAXf763sCb-DPiFtW02hDrk&imp=1ehmtff3pl3hgu&prev_imp&forum_id=553089&forum=aishealth&thread_id=2288600468&thread=4076011597&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4076011597
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Faishealth.com%2Fblog%2Fhealth-plan-business%2Fiowa-co-op-hazardous-financial-conditionare-more-risk%3AZGu1lNSTqUpvAixDQysUkzA-Zoo&imp=1ehmtff3pl3hgu&prev_imp&forum_id=553089&forum=aishealth&thread_id=2288600468&thread=3374241578&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=3374241578
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Faishealth.com%2Fblog%2Fmedicare-advantage-and-part-d%2Fwellcare-end-beginning-or-beginning-end%3AJkRCIE_fd5OMnfz9ez7uq7uE2To&imp=1ehmtff3pl3hgu&prev_imp&forum_id=553089&forum=aishealth&thread_id=2288600468&thread=2655818773&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=2655818773
https://disqus.com/home/forums/aishealth/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://disqus.com/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=aishealth&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://aishealth.com/profile/nyoungstrom
http://aishealth.com/profile/nyoungstrom
http://aishealth.com/profile/tdefino
http://aishealth.com/profile/tdefino
http://aishealth.com/profile/tdefino
http://aishealth.com/profile/lkelly
http://aishealth.com/profile/lkelly
http://aishealth.com/profile/lkelly
http://aishealth.com/profile/lclason
http://aishealth.com/profile/lclason
http://aishealth.com/profile/lclason
http://aishealth.com/profile/rbiehl
http://aishealth.com/profile/rbiehl
http://aishealth.com/profile/rbiehl
http://aishealth.com/profile/aisstaff
http://aishealth.com/profile/aisstaff
http://aishealth.com/profile/aisstaff
http://aishealth.com/node/44601
http://aishealth.com/node/10299
http://aishealth.com/node/10294
http://aishealth.com/node/44281
http://aishealth.com/node/27125
http://aishealth.com/node/44883
http://aishealth.com/marketplace
http://aishealth.com/ad/redirect/36529/t536?url=node/31296
https://aishealth.com/ad/redirect/44698/t600?url=node/31296
https://www.docketalarm.com/

