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A user con?gurable, rule based sequencing of the shutdown 
of individual devices or the entire computer network is 
forwarded to a collection of software programmed micro 
processors operating on the network. Every required device 
of the system is provided with shutdown software and a 
conventional UPS (known variously as an uninterruptable 
power supply, uninterruptable power system, uninterrupted 
power supply. and uninterrupted power system). A user 
interface program is used by a system administrator to 
con?gure the operation of the shutdown software. In the 
preferred embodiment. the network system includes. at a 
minimum. a ?le server coupled to a storage device contain 
ing a database, a database server. and at least one database 
work station. such as used for accounting purposes. Shut 
down software and a UPS are coupled or otherwise associ 
ated with each of the ?le server. the database server, the 
work station and, when used. the network communication 
device. The user interface program establishes the con?gu 
ration process. The shutdown software establishes the shut 
down process. The con?guration process is installed to 
con?gure the system and to establish rules or a system 
administrator's plan. The software validates the rules for 
error and inconsistencies. such as may have been made by 
the administrator. If there are any errors and inconsistencies. 
the system administrator is so advised and corrections are 
recommended If there are no errors or inconsistencies. the 
user interface program or software is permitted to commu 
nicate the system administrator‘s plan to all shutdown 
software running on the individual devices. The shutdown 
process follows the rules in the con?guration process. 

13 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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