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A method and apparatus for configuring a computer. One
Int. Cl.7 ...................................................... GO6F 17/30 embodiment of the invention combines all of the prior art
US.CL o 707/102; 707/10; 707/200; control panels related to networking into a consolidated
709/220; 709/223; 713/1; 717/11 Network Setup Control Panel. In addition, the invention
Field of Search ............ccccoeeuue. 707/10, 102, 103, provides for computer configuration by scripting. The con-
707/200, 201; 709/220, 221, 223, 226; figuration may be for a type of system setting or for network
713/1; 717/11 configurations and protocols. Through scripting, a computer
may be configured locally or remotely on a network. One
References Cited embodiment of the invention provides for a centralized
database or Configuration Library consisting of collected
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS data relating to available configuration settings. This data-
5,175,800  12/1992 Galis et al. .ooovvvveveevrrernane. 706/45 base is not limited to configuration information and can be
5,414,812 5/1995 Filip et al. .cooovinvviiriiiinnne 707/103 used as a general database containing information the user
5,784,539 *  T7/1998 LeNZ ..ccoeevveverreeeenrinereieieneans 706/45 desires to store. To modlfy a Conﬁguraﬁon by Scripting, the
5,784,563 = 7/1998 Marshall et al. « 709/221 invention provides for a Scripting Interface consisting of a
5,838,907 * 11/1998 Hansen ......... - 7097220 Scripting Server and Scripting Plug-In. The Scripting Server
5,931,909 * 8/1999 Taylor ... e 709/221 . h int forwarded from a user or network
6,020,196 * 2/2000 Lenz .. . 700221 recewves the scrip . :
6.066.182 * 5/2000 Wilde el al. woorrooorrorsrrro 71711 ad.rmmstre.lto.r, parses the script and deter.mmes .the appro-
6,078951 * 6/2000 Pashupathy et al. .....c...... 700217 ~ Priate Scripting Plug-In to forward the desired action to. The
Scripting Plug-In receives the commands and executes the
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS appropriate actions to modify the configuration as directed.
0791881  8/1997 (EP).
0803808  10/1997 (EP). 44 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets
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