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Cameras of All Time
From the first prototype of 1975 to Sony's Cybershot RX1 of 2012, here's a chronicle of
photography's inevitable march to digital 
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Digital photography has proven to be one of the most worldchanging  technological breakthroughs
of the late 20th century. But the quest to capture and transmit images via electrons began nearly
two centuries ago. Just a few years after Frenchman Nicéphore Niépce produced the first fixed
photographic image in 1826 or 1827, another invention—longdistance digital telecommunication—
arrived. And not long after Samuel F.B. Morse and Alfred Vail developed a viable electric telegraph
and a binary code for conveying messages, inventors began to explore sending and recording
images via dots and dashes. 

Piece by piece, the technologies that would make digital imaging possible fell into place. By 1860,
you could send a kind of fax; in the early the 20th century, news organizations could transmit
pictures as dot arrays. By mid20thcentury, videotape recording and the digital computer added
other critical pieces; solidstate electronics and the microchip would shrink them to manageable
size. By the 80s, “still video” cameras captured analog images via a semiconductor array invented
at Bell Labs in 1969: the chargecoupled device, or CCD. Which brings us to the first of these, the
most important digital cameras of all time—up until now, of course.    

1975 Kodak digital camera prototype
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Courtesy of the George Eastman House

Kodak engineer Steven Sasson started with “a white piece of paper” when, at age 25, he got the
assignment to come up with an application for CCDs. He decided on a camera with no moving
parts, recording in a digital format. Sasson and his team spent a year cobbling together this 8
pound device, built around a new Fairchild Semiconductor 100x100pixel sensor. It took the first
digital image, in black and white, in December 1975.

(The George Eastman House Museum of Photography and Film in Rochester, NY, provided this
photo and other photos of cameras in its collection.)

2,740 people recommend this. Be the first of your friends.Recommend

LOGIN OR REGISTER TO POST COMMENTS

Recommended by

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

http://www.popphoto.com/gear/2013/10/30-most-important-digital-cameras?page=0,8
http://www.americanphotomag.com/article/2014/11/instagram-takeover-andrew-hinderaker-black-friday-new-york-photos?webSyncID=8c0724b7-3add-d90e-1775-19acbe571356&sessionGUID=aa63c247-7271-e9a3-8231-b8c4288b8d04
http://www.digitaltrends.com/cars/pirates-eat-heart-rolls-royce-envisions-crewless-drone-freight-ships/?utm_source=o1&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=o1gallery
http://www.boredlion.com/lost-parisian-apartment-is-an-unmatched-time-capsule-from-the-40s/?utm_source=ob&utm_medium=BoredLion%20-%20Desktop%20-%20US%20-%20Lost%20Parisian%20Apartment&utm_campaign=A%20Rich%20Woman%20Abandoned%20This%20Apartment%20In%201942.%20What%20They%20Just%20Found%20Inside%20Is%20Incredible.
http://www.popphoto.com/gear/2013/10/30-most-important-digital-cameras?page=0,7
http://www.americanphotomag.com/?webSyncID=8c0724b7-3add-d90e-1775-19acbe571356&sessionGUID=aa63c247-7271-e9a3-8231-b8c4288b8d04
http://www.popphoto.com/gear/2013/10/30-most-important-digital-cameras?page=0,2
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Popular-Photography/324110192620?v=wall
http://bilibr.com/bikers-final-moments-shown-in-harrowing-road-safety-video?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=desktop
http://www.popphoto.com/gear/2013/10/30-most-important-digital-cameras?page=0,6
http://www.popphoto.com/gear/2013/10/30-most-important-digital-cameras?page=0,4
http://www.popphoto.com/gear/2013/10/30-most-important-digital-cameras?page=0,1
http://www.popphoto.com/gear/2013/10/30-most-important-digital-cameras?page=0,1
http://www.popphoto.com/gear/2014/07/could-digital-electric-objects-eo1-finally-fix-digital-picture-frame
http://www.lynda.com/Photoshop-tutorials/Project-1-Removing-model-from-background/65891/73217-4.html?utm_medium=display&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=US-Video-73217
http://twitter.com/PopPhoto
http://www.rantgamer.com/2014/10/14/10-games-based-on-novels-or-stories/?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_term=Title5
http://www.americanphotomag.com/photo-gallery/2014/12/best-photobooks-year-2014?webSyncID=8c0724b7-3add-d90e-1775-19acbe571356&sessionGUID=aa63c247-7271-e9a3-8231-b8c4288b8d04
http://www.popphoto.com/gear/2013/10/30-most-important-digital-cameras?page=0,5
http://www.americanphotomag.com/article/2014/12/magnum-foundations-photoex-symposium-now-available-online?webSyncID=8c0724b7-3add-d90e-1775-19acbe571356&sessionGUID=aa63c247-7271-e9a3-8231-b8c4288b8d04
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBsqs9oFV-VObrEq2pwAGkjoDABr_r-4YGAAAAEAEgr7uwHTgAWMfttLzpAWDJhqOH1KOAELIBEHd3dy5wb3BwaG90by5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAUZodHRwOi8vd3d3LnBvcHBob3RvLmNvbS9nZWFyLzIwMTMvMTAvMzAtbW9zdC1pbXBvcnRhbnQtZGlnaXRhbC1jYW1lcmFzwAIC4AIA6gIZLzY3NDcvbjY3NDcucG9wcGhvdG8vZ2VhcvgCg9IegAMBkAOkA5gDpAOoAwHgBAGQBgGgBh8%2526num%253D0%2526cid%253D5GgYk8Lvg_gAlfPLfhiK7Pkv%2526sig%253DAOD64_28IJ1k2pCYhsJkF7JOv2et1Ayckw%2526client%253Dca-pub-4378222676406119%2526adurl%253Dhttps://store.lytro.com/collections/lytro-illum-product-list/products/lytro-illum/?utm_source=popphoto&utm_medium=display&utm_term=1600x900_skin&utm_content=lytroart&utm_campaign=gear_rb
http://www.americanphotomag.com/article/2014/12/magnum-foundations-photoex-symposium-now-available-online?webSyncID=8c0724b7-3add-d90e-1775-19acbe571356&sessionGUID=aa63c247-7271-e9a3-8231-b8c4288b8d04
http://www.popphoto.com/gear/2013/10/30-most-important-digital-cameras?page=0,3
http://www.popphoto.com/user/login?destination=node%2F383183%23comment-form
http://www.americanphotomag.com/photo-gallery/2014/12/best-photobooks-year-2014?webSyncID=8c0724b7-3add-d90e-1775-19acbe571356&sessionGUID=aa63c247-7271-e9a3-8231-b8c4288b8d04
http://www.popphoto.com/gear/2013/10/30-most-important-digital-cameras?page=0,29
http://www.americanphotomag.com/article/2014/11/instagram-takeover-andrew-hinderaker-black-friday-new-york-photos?webSyncID=8c0724b7-3add-d90e-1775-19acbe571356&sessionGUID=aa63c247-7271-e9a3-8231-b8c4288b8d04
http://www.popphoto.com/rss.xml
http://www.popphoto.com/user/register?destination=node%2F383183%23comment-form
http://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/6/40715;1007898;50126;211;0/?ft_width=1&ft_height=1&url=6013304
https://www.docketalarm.com/


12/2/2014 The Most Important Digital Cameras of All Time | Popular Photography | Popular Photography

http://www.popphoto.com/gear/2013/10/30mostimportantdigitalcameras 3/4

GEAR

Tested Reviews

Cameras

Lenses

Accessories

All Gear

HOWTO

Shooting

Processing

Lighting

All Howto

BUYING GUIDE

InterchangeableLens
Cameras

Compact Cameras

Lenses

All Brands

All Buying Guide

NEWS

All News

PHOTOS

Photo of the Day

All Photos

Subscribe Customer Service Contact Us Media Kit Site Map Privacy Policy Terms of Service Abuse Newsletter Signup

Copyright © 2014 Bonnier Corp. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited.

Name

Address

City

State

Zip

Email

Select your State  

+ MORE BUYING GUIDE

Nikon V1 Nikon J1 Sony NEX7 Sony A35 Canon EOS 60D Nikon D7000

< >

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

http://www.popphoto.com/news
http://www.popphoto.com/tags/cameras
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/camera/sony-a35
http://www.popphoto.com/gear
http://www.popphoto.com/tags/tested-reviews
http://www.popphoto.com/photo-of-the-day
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/camera/nikon-j1
http://www.popphoto.com/gear
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/camera/sony-nex-7
http://www.popphoto.com/news
http://www.popphoto.com/how-to
http://www.popphoto.com/abuse
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide
http://www.popphoto.com/contact-us-1
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/camera/nikon-d7000
https://subscribe.popphoto.com/servlet/ConvertibleGateway?cds_mag_code=PPH&cds_page_id=160285&cds_response_key=IWAPLAY00&cds_misc_1=web-i-pph&cds_misc_2=FT-TXT&cds_misc_3=PHOdefault41&cds_misc_4=HEA0&cds_misc_5=
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/brands
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/camera/sony-nex-7
http://www.popphoto.com/tags/lenses
http://www.popphoto.com/sitemap
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/camera/nikon-j1
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/compacts
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/camera/canon-eos-60d
http://www.popphoto.com/how-to
http://www.popphoto.com/tags/processing
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/camera/sony-a35
http://www.popphoto.com/photos
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide
http://www.popphoto.com/privacy-policy
http://www.popphoto.com/photos
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBsqs9oFV-VObrEq2pwAGkjoDABr_r-4YGAAAAEAEgr7uwHTgAWMfttLzpAWDJhqOH1KOAELIBEHd3dy5wb3BwaG90by5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAUZodHRwOi8vd3d3LnBvcHBob3RvLmNvbS9nZWFyLzIwMTMvMTAvMzAtbW9zdC1pbXBvcnRhbnQtZGlnaXRhbC1jYW1lcmFzwAIC4AIA6gIZLzY3NDcvbjY3NDcucG9wcGhvdG8vZ2VhcvgCg9IegAMBkAOkA5gDpAOoAwHgBAGQBgGgBh8%2526num%253D0%2526cid%253D5GgYk8Lvg_gAlfPLfhiK7Pkv%2526sig%253DAOD64_28IJ1k2pCYhsJkF7JOv2et1Ayckw%2526client%253Dca-pub-4378222676406119%2526adurl%253Dhttps://store.lytro.com/collections/lytro-illum-product-list/products/lytro-illum/?utm_source=popphoto&utm_medium=display&utm_term=1600x900_skin&utm_content=lytroart&utm_campaign=gear_rb
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/lenses
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/cameras
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/camera/nikon-v1
http://www.popphoto.com/terms-service
http://www.popphoto.com/advertise-0
https://subscribe.popphoto.com/servlet/CSGateway?cds_mag_code=PPH
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/camera/nikon-d7000
http://www.popphoto.com/tags/accessories
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/camera/canon-eos-60d
http://www.popphoto.com/tags/shooting
http://www.popphoto.com/tags/lighting
http://www.popphoto.com/newsletter?loc=footer
http://www.popphoto.com/buying-guide/camera/nikon-v1
https://www.docketalarm.com/


12/2/2014 The Most Important Digital Cameras of All Time | Popular Photography | Popular Photography

http://www.popphoto.com/gear/2013/10/30mostimportantdigitalcameras 4/4

  Visit Our Sister Sites

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

http://www.bonniercorp.com/
https://www.docketalarm.com/

