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Words are included in this Dictionary on the basis of their usage.
Words that are known to have current trademark registrations are

shown with an initial capital and are also identified as trademarks. No
investigation has been made of common-law trademark rights in any

word, because such investigation is impracticable. The inclusion of any
word in this Dictionary is not, however, an expression of the

Publisher’s opinion as to whether or not it is subject to proprietary
rights. Indeed, no definition in this Dictionary is to be regarded as

affecting the validity of any trademark.

American Heritage@’ and the eagle logo are registered trademarks of
Forbes Inc. Their use is pursuant to a license agreement with

Forbes Inc.

Copyright © 2000 Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved.
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by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and
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the prior written permission of Houghton Mifflin Company unless

such copying is expressly permitted by federal copyright law. Address
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222 Berkeley Street, Boston, MA 02116.

Visit our Web site: www.hmco.com/trade.
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port de bras (por’ do bra’) rt. The technique or practice of posi-

V
way with a roof supported by columns. often lmding in the an from top to bottom. [Fren

tioning and moving the arms in ballet. a building. lltalian. from Latin portirus, from mm lluq ‘ nms_ . . VPort du Sa-lut (pon' do sa 150’. port’. par’ do sa-lo!) I1. Variant Appendix 1.] —por’tifcoed’ adj. gm‘ 5°‘ vet-I . f; pg?‘
of port sa|ut, por-tiere or por-tiere (por—_tyar', por—) n. A heavy _ go;-tfalt '.nm_ or phmoghpher
Forte (port, port) n. The government of the Ottoman Empire. moss a doorway. lFrei_ich. feminine of pnrtier. porter, rmmqgif“ lie. apeciul’ “'12:” (P°,,,fi_dm,. '
[Frcnch, short foiiriaa Sublime Pane, the High Gate, from old French irlom I-are Latin portions. from 1-inn pom. gate. s¢enn,._z in A “six; For-Uggflmm 2_ A pom”-L 3:’:PW“ 33" S“ P0 'l ' - . I“ 7-‘mg ( mi.“-gjl por-) rrv -t
porte bouquet (port. port) n. See bouquetier. [French 2 porter, P9|'°t|°|‘| (P0f’5h°|‘» P5r'—) n. 1. A section or quanfi A . '7" P -' ~ . ’ ’ Eto carry, hold 4» bouquet. bouquet.] 31105} 3 P3" 0‘ 3 V'h°l¢» 2- A P3" 59P31'3l€d from a all/|1ni‘_h'§'A"'l! :l;“re3Pr;;e::PP,:ic:i::ai.lili):i$at]i‘:ai
por1:e—co~chére or pone-co-chem (pot-t'ko-shtrl, p6rt'—) rt. 1. 913‘ '5 ““°“°d ‘°_“ P"5°" ‘“' 8}’°“P» 353 3- A hflpmg of food_ 5. -‘WW1 n"°‘d“m_'iM,-ddic gngiisn pa,-nnie
A carriage entrance leading thmugh a building or wall into an inner °l 3“ 95"“ "3""'_¢d bl’ 3“ l_'“‘'- P A “’?"““"5d0Wry. 4. A Wm.” t!ll"‘F,Dm imin i,,5__ form; see pi;
courtyard. 2. A roofed structure covering a driveway at the entrance of D’ lam 9 '[~V-_"’°_"ed- 'h°“""9- "‘°'!5 1-ITO divide into high u-ill‘ l dngiii _popu-aylaobi.
a building to provide shelter while entering or leaving a vehicle. [French ‘ham f"‘ d“,‘"b“"°"i_P”‘°l' 2‘ T° l”°‘"d¢ Will! a sham’ inimi ‘I phat. W '3' (Pm._u.§I;1, P5]-.) n
pane cochere : pone. door + cochere, for coaches.] or dowry. Middle English. from Olld _l'-‘tench. from Fania. P°:‘h:L Pi,-tray 2‘ A reptesenmion I;
Port Elizabeth A city of southeast South Africa on an inlet of the 5°‘ Pen‘ “' APl’°“d“‘ L] -9" "°“'a'h'° 441- —porV|jnn.q"‘ 1P°m‘Ymg'
lndian Ocean. It grew rapidly after the completion of the railroad to

—porItion~less adj.
Port-land (portlland, port’-) 1. A city of s0t1!hwg1Mai“ 'P°I,,u.e5s (porltris, pot’.-) pMflgper or porter. especially in ahére Kimberley in 1373. Population: 303,353. . _ eon I See A ,- no i

por-tend (pot-ténd', por—) lr.v. -tend-ed, -tend-ing. -tends 1. °f ‘h'?:““ ‘i’[ M"‘l‘; "f L°"“‘°"a5""]°d 5- 1532-ft Tm P0“ xxfling ,,_ "T",f‘,,”;',§:,i,,{
To serve as an omen or a warning of; presage: black clouds that poriend u R Zrkiiigestechy in($|l:llslLl'a);e3.T1|)o|‘;’“3l: gum 1820 5 mi, pan of entry by refusing to
swim. 2. To indicate bl’ Prediction; forecast: leading economic indicators city of Oregon’ in the mmhwm pm 0! me mm on the . ins“ rpm “Mei, n_that portend a recession. [Middle English portenden, from Latin porten-dere. See ten- in Appendix 1.] near its junction with the Columbia River. Founded in 1345 ii yum:’ I Nd saaid (sh-Ed’) A city of not

_ , , , . _ 1 her. ' d ' f - in nrthern entrance to the 1
porotent (_por'tént’, purl-) n. 1. An indication of something imp_or— g":)'l":lfield¢:.PI‘,l;’l‘)1|1;Il§ti>“0'1|’:1:;17’;\;p|iyP]:J:map‘ia::tiS'ahfomk and Mg, 5: blsfllgius of ii,‘ Cami and was
tantor calamitous about to occur; an omen.'2. Prophetic or threatening Porfland cement or pomand “mam " A h i - “Wan: 460'0°0_
significance: signs full ofportenr. 3. Sometlurig amazing or marvelous; a ' Ydfllllii: can.‘ WP
prodigy. [Latin portentum. front neuter past participle of poi-reruiere, to
portend. See roim=.No.]
porvten-tous (poptenitas. pot-) adj. 1. Of the nature of or consti-
tuting ii portent; foreboding ‘The present aspect of society is portenrous
ofgrcai change” (Edward Bellamy). 2. Full of unspecifiable significance;
exciting wonder and awe: “Such a porrerilous and mysterious monster
roused all my curiosity” (Herman Melville). 3. Marked by pompousness:
pretentiously weighty. —por-tenltous-ly adv. —por-ten’tous-[1255 n.

por-ter‘ (porltar, pot’-) ii. 1. A person employed to carry burdens.
especially an attendant who canies travelers‘ baggage at a hotel or trans-
portation station. 2. A railroad employee who waits on passengers in a
sleeping car or parlor car. 3. A maintenance worker for a building or
institution. [Middle English pot-tour, fmm Anglo-Norrnan. from Late
Latin poruitar, from Latin porrtire. to carry. See per-‘ in Appendix 1.]
por-tar‘ (pbfltar. ])6r’-) 1!. Chiefly British One in charge of a gate or

made by heating a limestone and clay mixture in a ltihi and i, iim; .
the resulting material. [After Portland, an urban district of sauna.“ but|and.[
Port Lou-is (hnns,1o'ora, lo‘o-6') Theca ital andl -
ritius, in the northwest part of the island (En the lnda;agtie%:Z,:fiiM;:founded c. 1735. Population: 143,509.
port-ly (ponlle, pan!-) adj. —li-er. -Ii-est 1. Comtortah1y;n,.nm,,_
pulent. See synonyms at fat. 2. Archaic Stately; majestic;[From i>oiir’.] —portV|i-ness n.
portvman-teau (port-manna, p6rt—. porflman-tat, p('u1'.) ,i_ A
-teaus or -teaux (-toz. -tfiz’) A large leather suitcase that opens in,
two hinged compartments. €- adj. General or generalized: apommnn,
description; piirirnanieou Iemis. [French ponernonieuu : pon¢., {mm
porter, to carry (from Old French; see PORT‘) + mnnreau, cloaldfmmouFrench mantel, fmm Latin mrmrellum).]
portmanteau morph n. A word or part of a word that is min.
able as consisting of more than one morpheme without a clmr hound”,

Po“ 5aa|ut (por' s5-lo‘o', -lil’) :
W'i,an', pot do ss-lo!) n. A semi
|._.Jii.,|1y'l]'appist monks in France. I
lihnpist abbey in northwest Franctoside (port’sid', port’-) adv
Pan; taking it strollportside; ti portsidrnag of: ship or boat: skirting a light
puns-mouth (porflsmath. port‘
JM on the English Channel oppos
"94, it is a major naval base. Populai
v-ngnia opposite Norfolk. It has bee
-mtiqmry dines. Population: 103,90
Port Stanley See Stanley.
Port Sudan A city of northeast
Khartoum. It was established after 1
mm 305.385.
Porotutgal (porlcha-gal. pot’-)

door. [Middle English, from An o-Norman, from Lite Latin portdrius. .. .. .. .. , . mm - - -
l from Latin pona, gate. See per- in Appendix l.] beg’?in‘ ma'_:ne':‘F:;:I],‘dd" if mid ffmmjgbor am? kmum

punter’ (porltar. poi-I.) n. A dark beer resembling light stout. made gmnings of mo dmem“ :,'m.d:c;5 dfizgniq fig:Jfmm union, a Celtiberian people. the m
§;tgl';lol;l:§s:1EOV]Vll8d or charred by drying at a high temperature. [Short Port Momyby (mordbé m‘.m,_) The Capital and iarwi my oi llninans in the second century Br. a'~ - ' - hi d M s ' "zed F
For-ter t...,..._ ..-....,, Cole Albert 13912-1964. American ...... 3;-;“;;_;éy, gii;;;"m;;f;;"cf1'*;;=h;"§,“=,;‘;“'{ii;-ig" Si‘. .33 ...r“r‘Z’§.,.f;“‘fl“.’.‘.‘.‘3r’i2.'r .. .
poser and lyricist remembered for his witty and sophisticated Broadway who hndtd here in 1373 anegpoccu iedgy‘ me Bmigh HAL um Pow,‘ aiming; 511-ctr]-iii-ig (mi-n Africa in 1
stars for musicals such as Anything Goes (1929). iamm, I73 500 ‘ P ' Mn-id, Mnnn of in; unpii-5 was iosi
Porter, Edwin Stanton 1869-1941. American filmmaker whose Po'._‘t° 0; P6,.“ ( m,m_°) S“ Opmto ml: and 18th centuries. and the re
works includetlie first edited film. The Life of an American Fireman and Pano A_le.9I,e (iiygn) A my 0‘ s0“"ham man at ‘he “uni”. 'Ni:pei1_dent in the 20th century. List

la’ The Gm" Tm" Rowmy (both 1903)‘ end of a large lagoon near the Atlantic Ocean. It was founded c. 1741 by M’"!a“°": 9’830'0D0‘

 

Porter. Katherine Anne 1890-1980. American writer known for her
carefully crafted short stories as well as her novel Ship of Fools (1962).She won a Pulitzer Prize for her Collected Stories (1965).
Porter. Rodney Robert 1917-1985. British biochemist. He shared a
1972 Nobel Prize for research on the chemical structure and nature of
antibodies.
Porter. William Sydney Pen name 0. Henry 1862-1910. American
writer whose short stories are collected in a number of volumes, includ-
ing Cubhoges and Kings (1904) and The Four Million (1906).
por-ter-age (porltar-ij, pork) n. 1. The carrying of burdens or
goods as done by porters. 2. The charge for this activity.

emigrants from the Azores. Population: 1,263,239.
por-toobel-lo (pOr’ta-bé|’t'), pfir’-) or por'ta'bel°la (-bE1'a)°I
por-to-bel-Ia (hello) n., pl -105 or -las A mature. very large Emmi!‘-5
mushroom. [Origin unknown]
port of call n.. pl pom of call A part where ships dad in dir
course of voyages-to load or unload cargo. obtain supplies. I" ‘mi-‘E’?re airs.

pgtrt of entry n.. pL ports of entry A place where travelers in
goods may enter or leave a country under official supervision.
Por-to-fi-no (por'ta—terno, -to») A town of northwest M10“ '3"
coast of the Ligurian Sea east of Genoa. it is a popular tourist resort FW

Pofltu-guese (pOr’cha-gEz', -gé
mill or its people. language. or cull
‘alive or inhabitant of Portugal. b.
The Romance language of Portugal
lmIiiVulgar Latin *portugolénsi.s, uln
icancient port of Gaya (Opono).]
Portuguese man—of-war n.
“the genus Physulia, of warm seas, h“mill saillike crest from which han
Nfiuguese oyster n. See Pat
Portuguese water dog n. 1
‘N do]; developed in Portugal thalpor-tar-ess (porlm-is, par’-) n. Variant of portress. ‘nation, 742‘ . I than _

P0l'otEl'uh0IJ5e (por:tar—hous:_ Pérl.) n. 1. A cut of beef taken port gf spain oi. p°n_°f.5i,ain(i,n,,r,.,_,i,5,,;_i,5nr.)1-nmprtai m.mC1=nzed.| bi’ webbed feet and-
from the thick end of the short loin, having a T-bone and a sizable piece of ii-iinidmi and -ii,bag°_ an the northwest mm of Trinidad on an um d M 303, (p5r’dIa-laida. P01
of tenderloin. Also called porierhouse steak. 2. Archaic An alehouse or of me Atlantic ocean ii is 3 mmmmiini “me, and main; part, Poplll3' “M {5''?“-‘ Pimfllfltflr fiP¢C'3"Y R1
Chophouse non—.so,s7s. ..,,m;';'ii;*>;iiv;°'°!‘i'§'°wm"~ ~ - r - _ , _ . ~ - ' 1 e
port-fo-ll-o (p6rt»fo’le-0 ,purt») n., pl. -05 1a. A portable case for Fog-oto.Ngovo (inn-rn.nnr.n,_ imp.) The capital of Benin. In ‘'1' minufive ofpmm(holding material, such as loose papers. photographs, or drawings. b. The
materials collected in such a use, especially when representative of a per- southeast part of the country on an inlet of the Gulf of Guinea.%founded in the 16th century, it was settled as a slave-trading WWW 5°‘ PET‘? in Appendix 1.]

-VI-Ia (port'vé’la, purl’-, pmson’s work: a photographer’: portfolio; an artist's portfolio of drawings. 2. pmmguese in me i7ih emu,” papuiaiiom i79_i3g_ gym _
The office or post of a cabinet member or minister of state. 3. A group port orange A city of mmheasi pim-id, on the Aunnijc mast south‘ ihpanof Vanuatu. on Elite Island It
of investments held by an investor, investment company. or financial in- smiiheasi Di Damn, Bead, popuim-on. 35 317 905 3; ha“ d‘-"158 W°|'ld W81’ 11‘ ' ’ ‘ 1’. point-o -sale
stitution. [Italian pomifoglin : puma-, from porrure, to carry (from Latin
partdrzr. see per-‘ in Appendix I) + foglio. sheet (from Latin jolium. leaf;
see bhel-3 in Appendix 1).]
Port Harcourt (haflkart) A city of southern Nigeria in the Niger
River delta southeast of lbadan. Population: 288,900.

Port Or-ford cedar (orllard) n. A tall evergreen coniferous 1!;
(Chomnecypnris lowsaninna) native to southwest Oregon and 110
California, having drooping flattened branches and oppoilll “fidfloiileaves with white markings. [After Part Orfurd. a town of SO“

egon.] on the W

EH53-da (p6—sa’da, -da) n. A Cl
Mm"? that dramatires the search
hm 53“ Spanish, from Spanish,
Po. I-“I Linn puusiire. to rest. froi
mt 5a'das (i,;.5§rd3,, p5.5;1Id§_5|lol1'l'I0le(pOrt’h(')l'.pbn’-) n. 1. NauticalA small, usually circular pang Vehho i git 51,) A ' f in [arm] in ,

window in a ship’s side. 2. An opening in a fortified wall; an embrasure. Rive; nn; inn no1ivi,anhorder.I:2’cir‘i’nti‘ii’ilyis“li‘:issed on rubberfllld 3"“: mm, P Rm.’ and ‘he Pi1'3li“iY“
Port Huron A city of southeast Michigan on Lake Huron at the nuts, Population: 235,471_ °l’“1‘"’°“‘ 201-943-mouth of the St. Clair River north-northeast of Detroit. First settled as a
French fort in 1686. it grew as a lumbering town in the 19th century and For-to-vie-jo (pbr't6-vyilhfi, -vyé!-) A city of western mg:

north-northwest of Guayaquil Founded c. 1535 near th“el:i|‘l:1':‘:‘n’937_

I .
._ (P02) v. posed. pas-ing.
{EM ' Pmitular position or posturat ' Particular mental attitude. .

e. London; is now a port of entry with diversified industries. Population: 33.694. it was rnuvgd to its pmsent Sign in the 171}, cenmi-y_ pop , b
l B""1l"B‘°1I Poritia (porlsha, pot’-) ii. The satellite of Uranus that is seventh in Port Phi|o|ip Bay (mi; ) A in, Ede: _watei. iniei nfBass5lT'“°“ tiii - ' °d‘°" than Whil 009 iS- -
753) distance from the planet. [After Portia, rich heiress in The Merchant of the ggughggst cons; ni Augti-:_i;._ 1. WE; n,,[’,,i,n,,,d in 1335. we (7 ‘ 5Pecific position. 2. To seVenice by Wdham Shakespeare]

For-ti-ci (porlti-ché') A city of south-central ltaly. a residential and
por-trait (porltrit. -oat’, pér’-) n. 1. A likeness of a P="”“’ M,
cially one showing the face. that is created by a painter 9|‘ Pl'°‘°5“P

"- 3‘ To ut to ard; t:
":‘9-_~i- n.‘l.gb0d1flNyatlltlI,1rt‘l::et)Il'i

resort suburb of Naples on the Bay of Naples. Population: 79,259. for example. 2. A verbal picture or description, espeuall)' 07 “ "‘:zdgm°X a Ph°‘°3"'Ph“'- 599 SYN
For-ti-co (p0r'ti—ko’. port-) rt, N. -coes or -cos A porch or walk- -1» ad} of or relating to the orientation of a page such that the 1°“? in 5121:: lgrlrlifitgld

A
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