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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
"fr, mae?™ In re Patent Application of: Xin WANG, et al. ) Examiner: Unassigned
Application No. 10/162,701 )
Filed: June 6, 2002 ) Group Art Unit: 2122
43 For: METHOD AND APPARATUS MANAGING )
" )

Commissioner of Patents

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

220 20" Street S.
! Customer Window, Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment
Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03
Arlington, VA 22202

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

Sir:
Prior to examination on the merits, please amend the above-identified patent application

as follows.
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Amendments to the Claims:

1. (Currently amended) A method for transferring rights adapted to be associated with
items from a rights supplier to a rights consumer, said method comprising:

obtaining a set of rights associated with an item, said set of rights including meta-rights
specifying derivable rights that can be derived therefrem from the meta-rights by the rights

consumer; and
determining whether the rights consumer is entitled to derive the derivable rights
specified by the meta-rights, and at least one of deriving the derivable rights, and generating a

license including the derived rights w4 if the

rights consumer is entitled to derive the derivable rights specified by the meta-rights.

2. (Original) A method recited in claim 1, further comprising, transmitting the set of

rights, in the form of a license to the item, from the rights supplier to the rights consumer.

3. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the derived rights are rights
disposal rights.

4. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the items are content.

5. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the derived rights include usage

rights.

6. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the derived rights include meta-

rights that the rights consumer may transfer to another rights consumer in the form of a license.

7. (Original) A method as recited in claim 4, wherein the consumer is a content

distributor.

8. (Original) A method as recited in claim 4, wherein the consumer is a content retailer.

9. (Original) A method as recited in claim 4, wherein the consumer is a content publisher.
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10. (Currently amended) A license associated with an item and adapted to be used within
a system for managing the transfer of rights to the item from a rights supplier to a rights
consumer, said license comprising: )

a set of rights including meta-rights specifying derivable rights that can be derived
therefrom from the meta-rights by the rights consumer;

a principal designating at least one rights consumer who is authorized to derive the
derivable rights; and

a mechanism for providing access to the item in accordance with the set of rights.

11. (Original) A license as recited in claim 10, wherein the derived rights are rights
disposal rights.

12. (Original) A license as recited in claim 10, wherein the items are content.

13. (Original) A license as recited in claim 10, wherein the derived rights include usage

rights.

14. (Original) A license as recited in claim 10, wherein the derived rights include meta-

rights that the rights consumer may transfer to another rights consumer in the form of a license.

15. (Original) A license as recited in claim 12, wherein the consumer is a content

distributor.
16. (Original) A license as recited in claim 12, wherein the consumer is a content retailer.

17. (Original) A license as recited in claim 12, wherein the consumer is a content

publisher.

18. (Original) A license as recited in claim 10, further comprising a digital signature

corresponding to a party issuing the license.

19. (Currently amended) A license as recited in claim 10, further comprising at least one

condition that must be satisfied to exercise at least ea one of said meta-rights.
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