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Rights and permission grant for access

Inventors: Xin Wang, Bijan Tadayon, Michael Raley, Guillermo Lao, Thomas
DeMartini, Charles Gilliam and Eddie Chen.

U.S. patents 5,629,980, 5,634,012, 5,638,443, and 5,715,403, filed in November
23, 1994, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference) deal

with the rights associated with the digital content. These will be the basis of our

systems and methods described below.
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However, the concept of rights and permission for access can be extended
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(generalized) to cover all tangible items (such as a lamp, a car, etc.), non-
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i tangible or non-physical items (such as a digital work (for example, music, text
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files, books, reports, video, multimedia, pictures, or any combination of those)),
services, goods, purchase orders, procedures, exchanges, and futures
commodities. (The concept of having rights and conditions associated with
digital content can be applied to things other than digital content — in other words,
rights and conditions can be associated with any physical or non-physical thing

or service for which its use, access or execution is to be controlled or monitored

in some fashion.)

Furthermore, the same grammar that associates permission for access to items

can serve as the authentication mechanism (certificate) for a principal. The
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principal may be a human being or a physical entity. The certificate may
prescribe the social status such as a job function or grade/ranking in an

organization, or the function/services provided by a physical entity.

To ensure the integrity of the rights expression (license or certificate) expressed
by the grammar, cryptographic technologies such as digital signature and
encryption may be applied to either the parts or the entire license or certificate.
When applying the cryptographic technologies, the grammar guarantees that any

semantically significant parts of the rights expression can be protected against

tamper. When the rights expression is issued by multiple issuers, the grammar

b insures the integrity of the rights expression on behaif of all the issuers.

This includes stock (or other markets) exchange, for example, buying or selling in

advance or at a threshold. (Rights and conditions that are associated with

: execution orders for buying or selling stocks.) For example, the customer can
obtain the right to buy 1000 shares of stock of a specific company at a fixed
price, between two thresholds, at a specified future time, with a margin call,
change the type of stock (common/ preferred), or converting stock options to
regular stocks. There may be rights associated with the stocks during the

bankruptcy proceedings, as to who can cash out first.

For real estate, the owner’s right on the property can be expressed as, for

example, joint-tenant or tenant-in-common, with the option to convert to other
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options, with the change of the percentage of the ownerships, and designation of

the survivorship option.

For professional services, one can buy the right to visit the dentists’ office in an
association for a period of 1 year, while paying only a fixed or variable co-
payment for each visit, up to a maximum amount. Or, use the right to consult a
lawyer or an accountant for a period of time, fixed number of times, or regarding

a specific project or account.

One can buy the right for services offered by an organization, in advance,
including the rights associated with the intellectual properties, such as patents,
copyright, and trademarks. This can apply to software programmers, customer

service, training outfits, or other technical services.

One can obtain a right and later sell that right to a third-party, if such transfers
are authorized. This gives mobility and liquidity to different kind of assets, make
it possible to expand the regular stock market to include rights to other non-
physical items or services. More money can exchange hands, and the economy
can benefit from that. The exchange of rights and auctioning rights have been

described in some of our previous disclosures in more details.
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