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[541 NETWORK MONITORING SYSTEM FOR [57] ABSTRACT
TRACKING, BILLING AND RECOVERING
LICENSES A network monitoring system operates on a computer

including processor for running a multi-tasking operating
[76] Inventor: Christopher Wiggins, 5207 Claremont, system capable of having active and inactive windows. The

Midland, Mich. 48642 computer is connected to a server or a service which
provides access to a user application subject to a license
[21] Appl. No.: 450,618 restriction. When the user application is associated with the

active window, the user application is executed by the

[22] Filed: May 25, 1995 processor. A license recovering system includes a display

[51] Int. CLS GOGF 7/00 coupled to the processor for displaying a user interface of the
[52] U.S. Cl wcorveeereesseeeesnnnsens 364/514 C; 395/200.11;  operating system. A user prompting device, run by the

395/187.01  processor, the display and associated with an inactive
[58] Field of Search ......ccooeceevennn. 364/514 C, 464.01;  window, prompts a user when the the inactive window has

380/4, 30, 49; 395/187.01, 200.11, 326, been inactive for a period greater than a first predetermined
340, 680, 682, 838 period. A closing device closes the user application when the
inactive window has been inactive for a period greater than

[56] References Cited a second predetermined period. The network monitoring
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS system also includes a rcal'—time billing system. for.bil]ing.thc

computer user for access time to the user application subject

4,924,378  5/1990 Hershey et al. .ouvveivorieeene 395/187.01 to the license restriction to alleviate problcms OCClIITing in

5,023,907 6/1991 Johnson et al. ... 380/4 ; P
e 150 shared license pools on a network. The network monitoring
5,386,369  1/1995 ChriStano .....ssessessses 364/464.01 system also includes a user priority system which defines
OTHER PUBLICATIONS user priorities for the application shared on the network. The
A N . R . priority system closes a current user accessing the user
Dialog Pocket Guide—Dialog Information Services 1994 3ppication if the priority of a new user requesting access is
(no month) p. 61. greater than the priority of the current user or if the appli-
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