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SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

Field Of The Invention

The present invention relates generally to time shifting of video data, and more

5 specifically to time shifting of digital video data.

Background Of The Invention

Systems for time shifting a Viewed program are known in the industry. For

example, if a viewer is interrupted by a phone call during a television program, the

10 program can be recorded for a few minutes and then played back from the point of

interruption while addition video information is continually recorded. One prior art

method of accomplishing time shifting is to capture the rendered video signal. When the

rendered signal is an analog signal it is digitized and stored. When the rendered signal is

a digital signal it can be captured directly. Once captured, the rendered digital data can

15 be stored directly. A digital signal stored directly can require a large amount of storage

space, even when only a few minutes of video are captured. The digital signal can be

compressed to reduce the amount of storage space required. However, compressing a

video signal requires additional processing power, resulting in additional costs.

 
As the use of digital video data becomes increasingly common, a method and

20 apparatus for time shifting a digital program that is more efficient than those known in art

would be advantageous. One known method to provide digital video data is to provide

the data using a specific protocol that has the ability to transmit the digital video data in a

compressed format. An example of one such format is known as MPEG-2, and has been

approved by the International Organization for Standards (ISO) Moving Pictures Experts

25 Group (MPEG group). MPEG-2 is a versatile communication standard that gives

theoretical explanations needed to implement an MPEG-2 decoder through the syntax

and semantics of coded bit-streams. MPEG-2 is an open standard and continues to
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evolve and be applied to a wide variety of applications ranging from video conferencing

to High Definition Television (HDTV). The MPEG-2 standard, as a generic and open

standard, is intended for variety of audio/video coding applications.

One method of transporting large amounts of various types of transport stream

5 data is to use a multiplexed packetized data stream capable of carrying real-time

multimedia programs. One example of a multiplexed packetized data stream is described

in the standard 1S0/IEC 13818-1 and will be referred to as a transport stream. Transport

streams generally offer robustness for noisy channels and can carry multiple programs

(like multiple TV services) within the same multiplex. The transport stream is based on

10 188 byte long packets that are well suited for hardware error correction and processing

schemes needed in noisy environments, such as coaxial cable television networks and

satellite transponders. Such a transport stream facilitates fast program access, channel

hopping and synchronization between multiple programs within the transport stream.

A transport stream consists of fixed length packets based on 4 bytes of header

15 followed by 184 bytes of data payload, where data payload is obtained by partitioning

larger data blocks. For example, an elementary stream (ES) is a set of data generally

consisting of compressed data from a single source, such as a video or audio source, with

some additional ancillary data for identification, characterization and synchronization.

ES streams are first packetized into either constant length or variable length Packetized

20 Elementary Stream packets (PES packets) consisting of a header and payload. Each PES

 
packet header starts with start code (oxOO0OOl) followed with the stream_id byte

identifying type of ES underneath.

PES packets from various elementary streams are merged together to form a

program (service) with its own system time clock (STC). All ES component streams

25 within one program are synchronized have periodic PTS stamps corresponding to the

STC counter to indicate the proper timing for each ES.

The relatively long and most often variable length PES packets are further

packetized into shorter TS packets having a constant size of 188 bytes. A small and

constant TS packet size makes error recovery easier and faster. Usually, the transport
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stream carries several programs, each with its own STC. Each TS packet consists of a TS

Packet header with optional Adaptation Field followed by useful data payload containing

portion of a PBS packet. The TS header consists of a sync byte, flags, indicators

information for error detection and timing and Packet_ID (PID) field used to identify

5 elementary stream carried underneath of a PBS packet. In addition to identifying specific

elementary streams, one PID is used to identify a program specific Information (PSI)

table data.

Each TS PSI table is sent in sections, usually occupying one or more TS packets.

Four types of PSI tables exist: 1) Program Association Table (PAT) listing unique

10 program_number (as an identifier of each program in one multiplex) and PID of the PMT

table; 2) Program Map Table (PMT) listing PIDs of all component streams making a

given program. PMT may be constructed for each program separately or be common for

a group of programs; 3) Conditional Access Table (CAT) identifying PID of Entitlement

Management Messages and ID of used conditional access system if any scrambling of TS

15 or PES packets is done; 4) Private Table carrying Network Information Table (NIT) or

private data. 
The Hierarchical structure which exists between ES streams, PBS and TP packets

is illustrated in prior art Figure 1-4.

A method and apparatus for efficient time shifting of multiplexed packetized data

20 streams, such as a packet stream, would be advantageous.
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Brief Description Of The Drawings

Figures 1-4 illustrate various information associated with an MPEG transport

stream of the prior art.

Figure 5 illustrates in graphical form a time line indicating various modes of

5 operation in accordance with the present invention;

Figure 6 illustrates in block diagram form a specific embodiment of a system

having to digital transport stream receivers in accordance with the present invention.

10
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Detailed Description Of The Drawings

A specific method and apparatus is disclosed describing a time shifting technique.

In one embodiment, the disclosed time shifting technique can be based upon a hardware

transport stream demultiplexer that interfaces to a transport stream. The hardware

5 demultiplexer application assists in the extraction and parsing of a multiplexed

packetized data stream, such as a MPEG-2 Transport Stream (TS) multiplex. One such

hardware demultiplexer is disclosed in pending patent application (990135), which is

hereby incorporated herein by reference. The disclosed hardware transport core is used

to filter component streams into 15 memory ring buffers, one allocated in the frame

10 memory for the dedicated MPEG-2 video decoder and others in the system memory for

the dedicated software parser. It can demultiplex the most frequent transport packets of

video stream into an Elementary Stream (ES) by monitoring the first packet identifier

(PID) of each TS packet. This flexible filter can be set to extract private data from the

adaptation field (AF) or from the PES packet header. Thirty-one other PIDs can be

15 simply filtered and routed to a common (joint) or individual memory buffers for

subsequent software processing on the host processor. The basic idea of a time shifting

is shown in Figure 5.

Figure 5 illustrates three functions performed by a time shifting system. A first

function is to receive a live broadcast stream 510. According to the graph of Figure 5,

_ 20 the live broadcast stream is continuously received during the time represented in Figure

i!::Ei3 5.

 
A second function of a time shifting system is to record a specific program after a

user activates the time shifting feature. Vector 520 of Figure 5 indicates when a specific

program is being recorded by the time shifting system.

25 A third function of the time shifting system is to display the specific program.

Vector 530 of Figure 5 indicates when a specific program is being played back.

Specifically, Vector portion 531 represents the time where the program is being displayed

directly from the live broadcast stream. Vector portion 532 represents the time that the

user is unable to View the program, i.e. the user is away from the television. Therefore, in
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one embodiment, during this time no program is displayed. In an alternate embodiment,

the live feed can continue to be displayed, even though the program is being recorded.

Vector 533 represents the time during which the time-shifted program, which has

been stored, is being replayed at a normal playback rate. Note that during this time, the

5 live program feed continues to be recorded for future time shifted play back.

Vector 534 represents a time during which the time shifted program is being

replayed at a faster than normal replay rate. By being able to playback at a faster than

normal rate, it is possible to catch-up to the live broadcast stream.

The receive—only mode of vector 31 represents where the digital transport stream

10 receiver (DTSR) is receiving a live broadcast and demultiplexing one program of a

plurality of programs available in the live broadcast stream. This will be referred to as

Transparent Mode indicating the transport stream is accessed immediately and not

saved. Therefore, from the point of view of digital storage media (DSM), the received

data is transparent.

l 5

Note that the PAT table is constantly acquired, in transparent mode, and other

modes, so that version number change or PMT table PID change for a currently viewed

program can be detected. If such a change occurs during the live broadcast of a program,

 
PIDs will be reprogrammed for video and splicing with be handled.

20 A Continuous Time Shifting Mode occurs during vectors 532-534. Continuous

time shifting mode occurs when time shifting is selected by the viewer to store part or all

of a program for later viewing after a short or long intermission. During continuous time

shifting mode, a selected program from a given multiplex is received and stored on a hard

disk, or other storage media, in the fonn of full transport stream packets or PES packets.

25 A Part-Time Time-Shifting Mode, when selected by the viewer, allows for

replay of a time shifted program or fast forward (FF) replay of a time shifted program at

user defined FF speed. In Figure 5 this is represented as vectors 533 and 534. In a
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specific embodiment discussed herein, this time-shifting mode is the most demanding

mode of the 3 described modes because: the host CPU system is receiving and storing a

real time event; at the same time, the host CPU is retrieving saved stream data from the

disk; simultaneously with first two operations, the host CPU is performing transport

5 stream de—multiplexing of video, audio, private and PSI/SI data on a host CPU; and at the

same time the host CPU is restoring PCR/PTS time—base information as described later.

For some digital television applications, time-shifting may be considered a peak

event that occurs sometimes or occasionally. However, some users may depend on it all

the time, up to the end of the current program once it was started. For those users, typical

10 operating state of the system is time shifting, de-coupled from the live stream. Time

shifting of the digital transport stream should offer the same quality as from the live

broadcast (source stream).

Systems suitable for time-shifting need to simultaneously receive and decode a

transport stream and handle incoming source stream (to process all PSI and SI data) and

15 record incoming source stream as a full entity or just its one program. Time shifting

allows the viewer to step away from the TV monitor without missing any of the program

parts. One embodiment of time shifting includes storing all transport packets received on

the transport stream. Another embodiment of time shifting that is more efficient

includes: 1) selecting just the transport packets of interest (PSI, SI, video, audio and data

20 packets) that constitute one program event to minimize the bit-rate of the recorded

 
stream, to minimize the bandwidth through the host bus interface unit, and to minimize

hard disk head movement (if any); 2) increasing the amount of storage and useful life of

the hard disk; and 3) assuring that the amount of data that needs to be processed by the

host processor is received and stored as: transport stream packets; PES packets of video,

25 audio, data, PSI and SI content, de-multiplexed transport; or PES packets of video and

audio and bus master compressed video into the video bit—stream buffer of the MPEG

video decoding device.
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Selection of just one time shifted program reduces the potentially high bit-rate of

a transport stream multiplex to a manageable size, suitable for storage on current 10GB

hard disk units (two hours of l0Mbps stream). Obviously, a large disk drive is needed to

allow any reasonable length of time shifting. In time shifting mode where time shifted

5 material is simultaneously received and stored, the bit-rate of the host bus-interface unit

(HBIU) needs to be double a system where the HBIU is only responsible for playing a

single program stream. Generally the bandwidth needed is calculated to be

approximately 20Mbps instead l0Mbps.

Because closed or proprietary systems, such as set-top boxes, usually do not share

10 the hard disk drive with other systems, very specialized disk drives for audio-video

applications with specialized interfaces can be used. Hard drive features that would be

advantageous include: 1) Increasing access speeds and sustained sequence transfers in

two directions; 2) Having deferred re-calibration of drive heads to prevent glitches or

latencies during playback; 3) Having head offsets to prevent losing a revolution when

15 going from side to side on a platter; 4) Supporting on the fly error correction; and 5)

Having embedded multi-disk drive units that decrease access latencies. 
The operating system can play a significant role in the efficient use of the drive by

accessing most frequent video data in large blocks and decreasing seek time. Generally,

larger read/write blocks increase efficiency of data storage and retrieval. Sometimes they

20 can cause unwanted glitches by increasing latency during access. 
The first time shifting mode of operation is a receive—only mode. During receive-

only mode of operation a master digital time shifting receiver (DTSR) 610, of Figure 6, is

programmed to receive and parse transport stream packets matching video and PCR

PIDS. A host CPU 632 is assisting MPEG-2 clock recovery, and the same recovered

25 clock data is supplying Master DTSR 610 and the Secondary DTSR 620. In one

embodiment, the recovered clock is provided to the secondary DTSR 620 registers

through the use of the system memory controller 630. Also, the Master DTSR 610 is

programmed to perform PID filtering of audio, private, and PSI/SI PIDs programmed in

the auxiliary PID registers. Secondary DTSR 620 is programmed for PID filtering
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operations on Video PID programmed on a first auxiliary PID register. However, since

the receiver is in receive—only mode, the video transport packets in the ring buffer 624 are

disregarded. The clock recovery algorithm is suppressed on the secondary DTSR 620.

Only STC of the slave DTSR is set upon the channel change. Host CPU 632 performs

5 PES parsing of audio transport stream packets, decode and presentation of audio frames

(on AC-97 codec or wave device), and continuous parsing and data processing of PS1

sections monitoring real-time events like PID change, PCR discontinuity or splicing of

audio stream. This activity by the host CPU 632 is part of the normal receive only mode

of operation where a specified channel is being decoded and displayed. Specific systems

10 and methods for supporting these processes are described in the patent application

already incorporated by reference.

When in continuous time-shifting mode of operation, the host CPU 632 performs

additional processing including: retrieval; multiplexing; time base corrections; storage of

video audio, private and PSI/S1 transport stream packets from multiple buffers 614

15 allocated in the memory space of the host CPU. In one embodiment, however, the master

DTSR 620 is used to decode and display video stream as describe previously with 
reference to receive only mode. Transport packets from a common program are retrieved

from the buffer 614 and provided to a digital storage media circular file system in a

multiplexed manner. Multiplexing is performed by inserting audio, video, private, and

20 PSI/SI transport stream packets to satisfy a group of relevant criteria. 
Fundamental functions performed during continuous digital time shifting include:

1) Preserving of original ES_rate of each component stream; 2) Limiting PCR jitter of

newly created single program multiplex; 3) Preserving VBV_delay value (the number of

periods of a 9OKHz clock derived from the 27MHz system clock that the VBV shall wait

25 after receiving the final byte of the picture start code before decoding the picture) to

insure non-interrupted MPEG video decode after initial VBV_delay time in constant bit-

rate (CBR) stream environments; 4) Preventing underflow or overflow of elementary

stream decoder buffers in accordance with the T_STD model defined in ISO/IEC 13818-1

standard; 5) providing PID values in the video or audio TS packets that were originally

30 defined in the PMT section to be a video or audio PIDs. Alternatively, a new artificial

10
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PCR stream can be separately created and injected as TS PCR packets at the rate of at

least 10 times per second to create a new time base for decimated, time-shifted stream

stored on the DSM. Whereby, the original PAT transport packet is modified or a new

PAT packet is inserted into the stream instead of the original PAT section to indicate a

5 single program only whose PMT section indicates video, audio, PCR and other PID that

carry subtitles, program descriptions, etc. As a stable clock source, STC of the Master

DTSR is used to measure elapsed time between two PCR samples; 6) Providing PTS

values in the video, audio or private data streams by using STC of the Master DTSR as

elapsed time counter; and 7) Initializing STC of the playback DTSR device to a first

10 available PCR value encoded in the stream saved on DSM media, immediately after

channel change.

While in part-time digital time-shifting mode, the host CPU 632 performs some

additional processing like retrieval and de-multiplexing of the single program transport

stream created in continuous time digital time-shifting mode during a storage process.

15 Generally, the playback of the stored program is combined with continued transport

stream de—multiplexing and recording of the real—time transport stream. Such a mode of

operation is the most intensive mode of operation because the host CPU 632 must

create/store a multiplexed single program transport stream from a continued reception of

a live broadcast; and retrieve and de-multiplex saved content from a digital storage media

20 while performing transport stream de-multiplexing, audio decode, and bus mastering
 

elementary stream video to the MPEG video decoder.

In one implementation, an MPEG decoder associated with the Master DTSR 610

is used to decode and display a video stream from a DSM media and receive private data,

and PSI/SI sections from a live broadcast. In such a case, a video PID of the Master

25 DTSR 610 is disabled, while video data with its PTS information is fed directly to the

MPEG decoder using the system memory controller 630. However, PCR PID is

programmed on a Master DTSR so that MPEG clock recovery continues from a live

transport stream feed and is supplied to the STC counters of both the master DTSR 610

and the second DTSR 620. In one implementation, only the video PID is programmed

30 into the Slave DTSR for retrieving live video stream and sending it to circular buffer on

11
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the host system in the form of a full MPEG-2 transport stream packets, while the Master

DTSR is used to buffer the non-video components of a specific program.

In another embodiment, a different partition of the software tasks is possible on

the host CPU 632 to achieve all three modes of a digital time shifting. In the second

5 embodiment, a first DTSR is used as a combo video-PCR only device, either to receive

and decode video from a live broadcast or from a DSM media. The PCR PID of the first

DTSR is programmed always to match live broadcast, and full clock recovery is done by

the first DTSR. A second DTSR can be used in all 3 modes to receive video, audio,

private data and PSI/SI sections, all utilizing auxiliary PID filters and received as full

10 MPEG-2 transport packets arriving in the single memory queue. This way, the temporal

order of a stream and validity of the T-STD decoder model is inherently preserved. Also,

the amount of the host DRAM memory required for queue allocation is less than in the

first case. In both embodiments, a quality digital stream time shifting at the transport

packet level is achieved.

15 In yet another operating mode, a different partition of the software tasks is

possible on the host CPU 632 to achieve all three modes of digital time shifting by
 

storing PES layers as a basic format of the audio/video data saved on a DSM. In PES

operating mode, two hardware embodiments are possible, the same as in TP operating

mode.

20 In a first hardware embodiment, the first DTSM is used as a combo device, to
 

achieve playback of live or stored MPEG video and reception of audio, private & PSI/SI

content. The second device is used only to receive and de—multiplex MPEG-2 Video

transport stream and retrieve MPEG-2 elementary stream from a live broadcast. Upon

retrieval of ES video, PES packets are formed and stored on the DSM media.

25 In the second hardware embodiment, the first DTSM is used as a combo video-

PCR only device, either to receive and decode video from a live broadcast or from a

DSM media. The PCR PID is programmed always to match live broadcast, and full clock

recovery is done by the first DTSR. A second DTSR is used in all 3 time-shifting modes

to receive audio, private data, PSI/SI sections, by utilizing auxiliary PID filters to store

l2
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the transport packets to a single memory queue. That way, a temporal order of a stream

and validity of T-STD decoder model is already preserved.

In yet another time shifting embodiment, the video is de-multiplexed to the level

of elementary stream and stored at the bit-stream buffer of the MPEG video decoder

I 5 physically allocated in the frame memory. The MPEG video stream is then retrieved from

this buffer by a software processing thread running on a host CPU. Every time a picture

start code is found in the video bit-stream buffer, a full compressed MPEG picture, in the

form of elementary stream, is sent to the system memory buffer by DMA. One such

method is disclosed in patent application (990135) which is hereby incorporated herein

10 by reference.

Before storing the full compressed MPEG picture in the DSM, a PBS packet

header is added. The audio stream is de-multiplexed and decoded by the host CPU. In a

similar fashion as the video, prior to audio decoding, the audio frames are packetized into

PES packets. Essential information from the PSI/SI/private data tables is decoded and

15 stored in a pure source form on a DSM. This way, further reduction of the host DRAM 
memory requirements for queue allocation and memory on the DSM media is reduced.

An advantage of this mode is reduction of CPU cycles needed for A/V playback of

stored data due to the PES format of audio/video data. PES de-multiplexing is done in

place, passing pointers to the payload of PES packets that contain video or audio frames,

20 other implementations required they be sent by DMA to the video decoder before they

were decoded on host CPU (MPEG or AC—3 audio). As a result, the host CPU doesn’t

 
move any raw audio or video data, and host CPU utilization is reduced in order of

magnitude compared to TS playback operating mode.

In the foregoing specification, the invention has been described with reference to

25 specific embodiments. However, one of ordinary skill in the art appreciates that various

modifications and changes can be made without departing from the scope of the present

invention as set forth in the claims below. For example, the specific time—shifting

implementation has been described as with reference to a specific transport stream

dernultiplexer, and described in a previous applications which have been incorporated by

13
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reference. Different transport stream demultiplexers and method of implementing

specific aspects of the present invention can be used as well. Likewise, specific partitions

between hardware and software implementions have been described, which can vary

depending upon the implemented demultiplexer. For example, the video stream parser

5 can be designed to support routing the parsed video data to a circular buffer that is

accessible by the system memory controller. Accordingly, the specification and figures

are to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense, and all such

modifications are intended to be included within the scope of present invention. In the

claims, means-plus-function clause(s), if any, cover the structures described herein that

10 perform the recited function(s). The mean-plus-function clause(s) also cover structural

equivalents and equivalent structures that perform the recited function(s). Benefits, other

advantages, and solutions to problems have been described above with regard to specific

embodiments. However, the benefits, advantages, solutions to problems, and any

element(s) that may cause any benefit, advantage, or solution to occur or become more

15 pronounced are not to be construed as a critical, required, or essential feature or element

of any or all the claims. 

14
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A method comprising the steps of:

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries real—time multimedia

programs;

during a first time:

storing a first portion of the packetized data stream representing video data

and timing data of a program;

setting a system time indicator to a stored system time value, wherein the

stored system time Value is based on a portion of the timing data of

the first portion of the packetized data stream;

during a second time:

incrementing the system time indicator;

retrieving the Video data of the first portion of the packetized data stream

for Video decoding; and

storing a second portion of the packetized data stream representing Video

data and timing data of the program.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein

the step of storing the first portion of the packetized data stream includes the first

portion of the packetized data stream representing audio data of the

 
program;

the step of storing the second portion of the packetized data stream includes the

second portion of the packetized data stream representing audio data of the

program;

the method further including the step of

during the second time

the step of accessing the audio data of the first portion of the

packetized data stream for audio playback.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the multiplexed packetized data stream is a

15
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multiplexed packetized data stream that substantially meets an MPEG2 specification.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the step of storing the first portion includes storing

transport stream packets.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the step of storing the first portion includes the sub-

steps of

determining transport stream packets containing data associated with the

program; and

storing the transport stream packets containing data associated with the

program after the step of determining.

6. The method of claim 3, wherein the step of storing the first portion includes storing

packetized elementary stream (PBS) packets.

 

16
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7. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of storing the first portion includes the sub-

steps of

determining transport stream packets containing data associated with the

program; and

storing PES packets based upon the transport stream packets containing

data associated with the program after the step of determining.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of storing the first portion of the transport

stream includes the timing data including synchronization information used for

playing the program back at a real time program bit-rate.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of incrementing the system time indicator

includes incrementing the system time indicator based upon a signal generated from

multiplexed packetized data stream data received after the first time.

10. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of:
 

decoding the video data of the first portion to provide a decoded video stream. 

ul4_?uL},3
11. The method of claim 10, wherein the steps of receiving a multiplexed packetized

data stream and decoding the video data are performed by an integrated

semiconductor device. 
12. The method of claim 10 further comprising the step of:

providing the decoded Video stream for display at a play back rate.

13. The method of claim 12 wherein the play back rate is a real time rate.

14. The method of claim 12 wherein the step of providing the decoded video stream for

display includes determining the play back rate based upon clock recovery data of

the first portion of the transport stream, wherein the play back rate will vary

17
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depending upon a rate at which the first portion of the transport stream data is

provided to a decoder during the step of decoding.

15. The method of claim 12 wherein the step of providing the decoded video stream for

display includes determining the play back rate based upon timing data received

from the multiplexed packetized data stream after the first time.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the timing data received from the multiplexed

packetized data stream after the first time is associated with a current real-time data

stream.

17. The method of claim 12, wherein the play back rate is faster than a real time rate.

 

18
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18. A method comprising the steps of:

determining a mode of operation;

during a first mode of operation:

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream at a first demultiplexer;

selecting a first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

decoding a video portion of the first program for display;

during a second mode of operation:

receiving the multiplexed packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer;

selecting the first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

storing the first program;

during a third mode of operation:

receiving the multiplexed packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer;

selecting the first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

storing a first program portion of the first program;

providing the first program portion to a second demultiplexer;

selecting at the second demultiplexer a video portion of the first program 
portion;

 
decoding the video portion of the first program portion for display; and

storing a second program portion of the first program simultaneous to the

step of decoding. 
19. The method of claim 18, further comprising during the third mode of operation the

steps of2

providing the second program portion to a second demultiplexer;

selecting at the second demultiplexer a video portion of the second

program portion; and

decoding the video portion of the second program portion for display.

20. The method of claim 18 further comprising, during the third mode of operation, the

steps of:

l9

LG Ex. 1002, pg 23



LG Ex. 1002, pg 24

ATIOOOO69

incrementing a counter associated with the second demultiplexer based

upon a signal generated using a live feed of the multiplexed

packetized data stream as it is received at the first demultiplexer.

 

20
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21. A system comprising:

a first input node to receive a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries real-

time multimedia programs;

a first transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the first input

node to select packets of data having a predefined packet identifier and an

output to provide the select packets of data;

a storage device having a data port coupled to the output of the first transport

stream demultiplexer to receive the select packets, wherein the storage

device is to store the select packets;

a first clock recovery module having an input coupled to the first input node, and

an output, wherein the clock recovery module is to generate a clock at the

output based upon received timing information transmitted in packets of

the multiplexed packetized data stream before it is stored in the storage

device;

a decoder having a first input coupled to the output of the first clock recovery

system to receive the clock, a second input coupled the data port of the

storage device to receive the select packets, and an output to provide

decoded real-time data

22. The system of claim 21, wherein the first clock recovery module further generates

the clock based upon data transmitted in packets of a currently received multiplexed

 
packetized data stream.

23. The system of claim 21, wherein the first clock recovery module further generates

the clock based upon multiplexed packetized data stream data stored in the storage

device.

24. The system of claim 21, wherein the decoder includes a video decoder.

25. The system of claim 24, wherein the decoder includes an audio decoder.

21
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26. The system of claim 21 further comprising:

a second transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the data port

of the storage device;

27. The system of claim 26 further comprising:

a second clock recovery module having an input coupled to the data port of the

storage device to allow STC setting based on a stored system time.

 

22
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SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

5 Abstract Of The Disclosure

A multiplexed packetized data stream carrying real-time multimedia programs is

received at a first hardware demultiplexer. Based on a user input, a video and timing

10 portion of a program associated with the multiplexed packetized data stream can be

stored for subsequent display. One type of subsequent display is time shifted display,

where the stored portion of the program is played back while new portions of the

program are being stored. During time shifted play back, a second hardware

demultiplexer can be used, so that one demultiplexer stores new data and maintains a

15 current clock Value while the other decodes and displays the stored data.

 

23
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SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

Field Of The Invention

The present invention relates generally to time shifting of video data, and more

5 specifically to time shifting of digital video data.

Background Of The Invention

Systems for time shifting a Viewed program are known in the industry. For

example, if a viewer is interrupted by a phone call during a television program, the

10 program can be recorded for a few minutes and then played back from the point of

interruption while addition video information is continually recorded. One prior art

method of accomplishing time shifting is to capture the rendered video signal. When the

rendered signal is an analog signal it is digitized and stored. When the rendered signal is

a digital signal it can be captured directly. Once captured, the rendered digital data can

15 be stored directly. A digital signal stored directly can require a large amount of storage

space, even when only a few minutes of video are captured. The digital signal can be

compressed to reduce the amount of storage space required. However, compressing a

video signal requires additional processing power, resulting in additional costs.

 
As the use of digital video data becomes increasingly common, a method and

20 apparatus for time shifting a digital program that is more efficient than those known in art

would be advantageous. One known method to provide digital video data is to provide

the data using a specific protocol that has the ability to transmit the digital video data in a

compressed format. An example of one such format is known as MPEG-2, and has been

approved by the International Organization for Standards (ISO) Moving Pictures Experts

25 Group (MPEG group). MPEG-2 is a versatile communication standard that gives

theoretical explanations needed to implement an MPEG-2 decoder through the syntax

and semantics of coded bit-streams. MPEG-2 is an open standard and continues to
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evolve and be applied to a wide variety of applications ranging from video conferencing

to High Definition Television (HDTV). The MPEG-2 standard, as a generic and open

standard, is intended for variety of audio/video coding applications.

One method of transporting large amounts of various types of transport stream

5 data is to use a multiplexed packetized data stream capable of carrying real-time

multimedia programs. One example of a multiplexed packetized data stream is described

in the standard 1S0/IEC 13818-1 and will be referred to as a transport stream. Transport

streams generally offer robustness for noisy channels and can carry multiple programs

(like multiple TV services) within the same multiplex. The transport stream is based on

10 188 byte long packets that are well suited for hardware error correction and processing

schemes needed in noisy environments, such as coaxial cable television networks and

satellite transponders. Such a transport stream facilitates fast program access, channel

hopping and synchronization between multiple programs within the transport stream.

A transport stream consists of fixed length packets based on 4 bytes of header

15 followed by 184 bytes of data payload, where data payload is obtained by partitioning

larger data blocks. For example, an elementary stream (ES) is a set of data generally

consisting of compressed data from a single source, such as a video or audio source, with

some additional ancillary data for identification, characterization and synchronization.

ES streams are first packetized into either constant length or variable length Packetized

20 Elementary Stream packets (PES packets) consisting of a header and payload. Each PES

 
packet header starts with start code (oxOO0OOl) followed with the stream_id byte

identifying type of ES underneath.

PES packets from various elementary streams are merged together to form a

program (service) with its own system time clock (STC). All ES component streams

25 within one program are synchronized have periodic PTS stamps corresponding to the

STC counter to indicate the proper timing for each ES.

The relatively long and most often variable length PES packets are further

packetized into shorter TS packets having a constant size of 188 bytes. A small and

constant TS packet size makes error recovery easier and faster. Usually, the transport
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stream carries several programs, each with its own STC. Each TS packet consists of a TS

Packet header with optional Adaptation Field followed by useful data payload containing

portion of a PBS packet. The TS header consists of a sync byte, flags, indicators

information for error detection and timing and Packet_ID (PID) field used to identify

5 elementary stream carried underneath of a PBS packet. In addition to identifying specific

elementary streams, one PID is used to identify a program specific Information (PSI)

table data.

Each TS PSI table is sent in sections, usually occupying one or more TS packets.

Four types of PSI tables exist: 1) Program Association Table (PAT) listing unique

10 program_number (as an identifier of each program in one multiplex) and PID of the PMT

table; 2) Program Map Table (PMT) listing PIDs of all component streams making a

given program. PMT may be constructed for each program separately or be common for

a group of programs; 3) Conditional Access Table (CAT) identifying PID of Entitlement

Management Messages and ID of used conditional access system if any scrambling of TS

15 or PES packets is done; 4) Private Table carrying Network Information Table (NIT) or

private data. 
The Hierarchical structure which exists between ES streams, PBS and TP packets

is illustrated in prior art Figure 1-4.

A method and apparatus for efficient time shifting of multiplexed packetized data

20 streams, such as a packet stream, would be advantageous.
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Brief Description Of The Drawings

Figures 1-4 illustrate various information associated with an MPEG transport

stream of the prior art.

Figure 5 illustrates in graphical form a time line indicating various modes of

5 operation in accordance with the present invention;

Figure 6 illustrates in block diagram form a specific embodiment of a system

having to digital transport stream receivers in accordance with the present invention.

10
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Detailed Description Of The Drawings

A specific method and apparatus is disclosed describing a time shifting technique.

In one embodiment, the disclosed time shifting technique can be based upon a hardware

transport stream demultiplexer that interfaces to a transport stream. The hardware

5 demultiplexer application assists in the extraction and parsing of a multiplexed

packetized data stream, such as a MPEG-2 Transport Stream (TS) multiplex. One such

hardware demultiplexer is disclosed in pending patent application (990135), which is

hereby incorporated herein by reference. The disclosed hardware transport core is used

to filter component streams into 15 memory ring buffers, one allocated in the frame

10 memory for the dedicated MPEG-2 video decoder and others in the system memory for

the dedicated software parser. It can demultiplex the most frequent transport packets of

video stream into an Elementary Stream (ES) by monitoring the first packet identifier

(PID) of each TS packet. This flexible filter can be set to extract private data from the

adaptation field (AF) or from the PES packet header. Thirty-one other PIDs can be

15 simply filtered and routed to a common (joint) or individual memory buffers for

subsequent software processing on the host processor. The basic idea of a time shifting

is shown in Figure 5.

Figure 5 illustrates three functions performed by a time shifting system. A first

function is to receive a live broadcast stream 510. According to the graph of Figure 5,

_ 20 the live broadcast stream is continuously received during the time represented in Figure

i!::Ei3 5.

 
A second function of a time shifting system is to record a specific program after a

user activates the time shifting feature. Vector 520 of Figure 5 indicates when a specific

program is being recorded by the time shifting system.

25 A third function of the time shifting system is to display the specific program.

Vector 530 of Figure 5 indicates when a specific program is being played back.

Specifically, Vector portion 531 represents the time where the program is being displayed

directly from the live broadcast stream. Vector portion 532 represents the time that the

user is unable to View the program, i.e. the user is away from the television. Therefore, in
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one embodiment, during this time no program is displayed. In an alternate embodiment,

the live feed can continue to be displayed, even though the program is being recorded.

Vector 533 represents the time during which the time-shifted program, which has

been stored, is being replayed at a normal playback rate. Note that during this time, the

5 live program feed continues to be recorded for future time shifted play back.

Vector 534 represents a time during which the time shifted program is being

replayed at a faster than normal replay rate. By being able to playback at a faster than

normal rate, it is possible to catch-up to the live broadcast stream.

The receive—only mode of vector 31 represents where the digital transport stream

10 receiver (DTSR) is receiving a live broadcast and demultiplexing one program of a

plurality of programs available in the live broadcast stream. This will be referred to as

Transparent Mode indicating the transport stream is accessed immediately and not

saved. Therefore, from the point of view of digital storage media (DSM), the received

data is transparent.

l 5

Note that the PAT table is constantly acquired, in transparent mode, and other

modes, so that version number change or PMT table PID change for a currently viewed

program can be detected. If such a change occurs during the live broadcast of a program,

 
PIDs will be reprogrammed for video and splicing with be handled.

20 A Continuous Time Shifting Mode occurs during vectors 532-534. Continuous

time shifting mode occurs when time shifting is selected by the viewer to store part or all

of a program for later viewing after a short or long intermission. During continuous time

shifting mode, a selected program from a given multiplex is received and stored on a hard

disk, or other storage media, in the fonn of full transport stream packets or PES packets.

25 A Part-Time Time-Shifting Mode, when selected by the viewer, allows for

replay of a time shifted program or fast forward (FF) replay of a time shifted program at

user defined FF speed. In Figure 5 this is represented as vectors 533 and 534. In a
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specific embodiment discussed herein, this time-shifting mode is the most demanding

mode of the 3 described modes because: the host CPU system is receiving and storing a

real time event; at the same time, the host CPU is retrieving saved stream data from the

disk; simultaneously with first two operations, the host CPU is performing transport

5 stream de—multiplexing of video, audio, private and PSI/SI data on a host CPU; and at the

same time the host CPU is restoring PCR/PTS time—base information as described later.

For some digital television applications, time-shifting may be considered a peak

event that occurs sometimes or occasionally. However, some users may depend on it all

the time, up to the end of the current program once it was started. For those users, typical

10 operating state of the system is time shifting, de-coupled from the live stream. Time

shifting of the digital transport stream should offer the same quality as from the live

broadcast (source stream).

Systems suitable for time-shifting need to simultaneously receive and decode a

transport stream and handle incoming source stream (to process all PSI and SI data) and

15 record incoming source stream as a full entity or just its one program. Time shifting

allows the viewer to step away from the TV monitor without missing any of the program

parts. One embodiment of time shifting includes storing all transport packets received on

the transport stream. Another embodiment of time shifting that is more efficient

includes: 1) selecting just the transport packets of interest (PSI, SI, video, audio and data

20 packets) that constitute one program event to minimize the bit-rate of the recorded

 
stream, to minimize the bandwidth through the host bus interface unit, and to minimize

hard disk head movement (if any); 2) increasing the amount of storage and useful life of

the hard disk; and 3) assuring that the amount of data that needs to be processed by the

host processor is received and stored as: transport stream packets; PES packets of video,

25 audio, data, PSI and SI content, de-multiplexed transport; or PES packets of video and

audio and bus master compressed video into the video bit—stream buffer of the MPEG

video decoding device.
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Selection of just one time shifted program reduces the potentially high bit-rate of

a transport stream multiplex to a manageable size, suitable for storage on current 10GB

hard disk units (two hours of l0Mbps stream). Obviously, a large disk drive is needed to

allow any reasonable length of time shifting. In time shifting mode where time shifted

5 material is simultaneously received and stored, the bit-rate of the host bus-interface unit

(HBIU) needs to be double a system where the HBIU is only responsible for playing a

single program stream. Generally the bandwidth needed is calculated to be

approximately 20Mbps instead l0Mbps.

Because closed or proprietary systems, such as set-top boxes, usually do not share

10 the hard disk drive with other systems, very specialized disk drives for audio-video

applications with specialized interfaces can be used. Hard drive features that would be

advantageous include: 1) Increasing access speeds and sustained sequence transfers in

two directions; 2) Having deferred re-calibration of drive heads to prevent glitches or

latencies during playback; 3) Having head offsets to prevent losing a revolution when

15 going from side to side on a platter; 4) Supporting on the fly error correction; and 5)

Having embedded multi-disk drive units that decrease access latencies. 
The operating system can play a significant role in the efficient use of the drive by

accessing most frequent video data in large blocks and decreasing seek time. Generally,

larger read/write blocks increase efficiency of data storage and retrieval. Sometimes they

20 can cause unwanted glitches by increasing latency during access. 
The first time shifting mode of operation is a receive—only mode. During receive-

only mode of operation a master digital time shifting receiver (DTSR) 610, of Figure 6, is

programmed to receive and parse transport stream packets matching video and PCR

PIDS. A host CPU 632 is assisting MPEG-2 clock recovery, and the same recovered

25 clock data is supplying Master DTSR 610 and the Secondary DTSR 620. In one

embodiment, the recovered clock is provided to the secondary DTSR 620 registers

through the use of the system memory controller 630. Also, the Master DTSR 610 is

programmed to perform PID filtering of audio, private, and PSI/SI PIDs programmed in

the auxiliary PID registers. Secondary DTSR 620 is programmed for PID filtering
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operations on Video PID programmed on a first auxiliary PID register. However, since

the receiver is in receive—only mode, the video transport packets in the ring buffer 624 are

disregarded. The clock recovery algorithm is suppressed on the secondary DTSR 620.

Only STC of the slave DTSR is set upon the channel change. Host CPU 632 performs

5 PES parsing of audio transport stream packets, decode and presentation of audio frames

(on AC-97 codec or wave device), and continuous parsing and data processing of PS1

sections monitoring real-time events like PID change, PCR discontinuity or splicing of

audio stream. This activity by the host CPU 632 is part of the normal receive only mode

of operation where a specified channel is being decoded and displayed. Specific systems

10 and methods for supporting these processes are described in the patent application

already incorporated by reference.

When in continuous time-shifting mode of operation, the host CPU 632 performs

additional processing including: retrieval; multiplexing; time base corrections; storage of

video audio, private and PSI/S1 transport stream packets from multiple buffers 614

15 allocated in the memory space of the host CPU. In one embodiment, however, the master

DTSR 620 is used to decode and display video stream as describe previously with 
reference to receive only mode. Transport packets from a common program are retrieved

from the buffer 614 and provided to a digital storage media circular file system in a

multiplexed manner. Multiplexing is performed by inserting audio, video, private, and

20 PSI/SI transport stream packets to satisfy a group of relevant criteria. 
Fundamental functions performed during continuous digital time shifting include:

1) Preserving of original ES_rate of each component stream; 2) Limiting PCR jitter of

newly created single program multiplex; 3) Preserving VBV_delay value (the number of

periods of a 9OKHz clock derived from the 27MHz system clock that the VBV shall wait

25 after receiving the final byte of the picture start code before decoding the picture) to

insure non-interrupted MPEG video decode after initial VBV_delay time in constant bit-

rate (CBR) stream environments; 4) Preventing underflow or overflow of elementary

stream decoder buffers in accordance with the T_STD model defined in ISO/IEC 13818-1

standard; 5) providing PID values in the video or audio TS packets that were originally

30 defined in the PMT section to be a video or audio PIDs. Alternatively, a new artificial

10
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PCR stream can be separately created and injected as TS PCR packets at the rate of at

least 10 times per second to create a new time base for decimated, time-shifted stream

stored on the DSM. Whereby, the original PAT transport packet is modified or a new

PAT packet is inserted into the stream instead of the original PAT section to indicate a

5 single program only whose PMT section indicates video, audio, PCR and other PID that

carry subtitles, program descriptions, etc. As a stable clock source, STC of the Master

DTSR is used to measure elapsed time between two PCR samples; 6) Providing PTS

values in the video, audio or private data streams by using STC of the Master DTSR as

elapsed time counter; and 7) Initializing STC of the playback DTSR device to a first

10 available PCR value encoded in the stream saved on DSM media, immediately after

channel change.

While in part-time digital time-shifting mode, the host CPU 632 performs some

additional processing like retrieval and de-multiplexing of the single program transport

stream created in continuous time digital time-shifting mode during a storage process.

15 Generally, the playback of the stored program is combined with continued transport

stream de—multiplexing and recording of the real—time transport stream. Such a mode of

operation is the most intensive mode of operation because the host CPU 632 must

create/store a multiplexed single program transport stream from a continued reception of

a live broadcast; and retrieve and de-multiplex saved content from a digital storage media

20 while performing transport stream de-multiplexing, audio decode, and bus mastering
 

elementary stream video to the MPEG video decoder.

In one implementation, an MPEG decoder associated with the Master DTSR 610

is used to decode and display a video stream from a DSM media and receive private data,

and PSI/SI sections from a live broadcast. In such a case, a video PID of the Master

25 DTSR 610 is disabled, while video data with its PTS information is fed directly to the

MPEG decoder using the system memory controller 630. However, PCR PID is

programmed on a Master DTSR so that MPEG clock recovery continues from a live

transport stream feed and is supplied to the STC counters of both the master DTSR 610

and the second DTSR 620. In one implementation, only the video PID is programmed

30 into the Slave DTSR for retrieving live video stream and sending it to circular buffer on

11

LG Ex. 1002, pg 50



LG Ex. 1002, pg 51

ATI000069

the host system in the form of a full MPEG-2 transport stream packets, while the Master

DTSR is used to buffer the non-video components of a specific program.

In another embodiment, a different partition of the software tasks is possible on

the host CPU 632 to achieve all three modes of a digital time shifting. In the second

5 embodiment, a first DTSR is used as a combo video-PCR only device, either to receive

and decode video from a live broadcast or from a DSM media. The PCR PID of the first

DTSR is programmed always to match live broadcast, and full clock recovery is done by

the first DTSR. A second DTSR can be used in all 3 modes to receive video, audio,

private data and PSI/SI sections, all utilizing auxiliary PID filters and received as full

10 MPEG-2 transport packets arriving in the single memory queue. This way, the temporal

order of a stream and validity of the T-STD decoder model is inherently preserved. Also,

the amount of the host DRAM memory required for queue allocation is less than in the

first case. In both embodiments, a quality digital stream time shifting at the transport

packet level is achieved.

15 In yet another operating mode, a different partition of the software tasks is

possible on the host CPU 632 to achieve all three modes of digital time shifting by
 

storing PES layers as a basic format of the audio/video data saved on a DSM. In PES

operating mode, two hardware embodiments are possible, the same as in TP operating

mode.

20 In a first hardware embodiment, the first DTSM is used as a combo device, to
 

achieve playback of live or stored MPEG video and reception of audio, private & PSI/SI

content. The second device is used only to receive and de—multiplex MPEG-2 Video

transport stream and retrieve MPEG-2 elementary stream from a live broadcast. Upon

retrieval of ES video, PES packets are formed and stored on the DSM media.

25 In the second hardware embodiment, the first DTSM is used as a combo video-

PCR only device, either to receive and decode video from a live broadcast or from a

DSM media. The PCR PID is programmed always to match live broadcast, and full clock

recovery is done by the first DTSR. A second DTSR is used in all 3 time-shifting modes

to receive audio, private data, PSI/SI sections, by utilizing auxiliary PID filters to store

l2
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the transport packets to a single memory queue. That way, a temporal order of a stream

and validity of T-STD decoder model is already preserved.

In yet another time shifting embodiment, the video is de-multiplexed to the level

of elementary stream and stored at the bit-stream buffer of the MPEG video decoder

I 5 physically allocated in the frame memory. The MPEG video stream is then retrieved from

this buffer by a software processing thread running on a host CPU. Every time a picture

start code is found in the video bit-stream buffer, a full compressed MPEG picture, in the

form of elementary stream, is sent to the system memory buffer by DMA. One such

method is disclosed in patent application (990135) which is hereby incorporated herein

10 by reference.

Before storing the full compressed MPEG picture in the DSM, a PBS packet

header is added. The audio stream is de-multiplexed and decoded by the host CPU. In a

similar fashion as the video, prior to audio decoding, the audio frames are packetized into

PES packets. Essential information from the PSI/SI/private data tables is decoded and

15 stored in a pure source form on a DSM. This way, further reduction of the host DRAM 
memory requirements for queue allocation and memory on the DSM media is reduced.

An advantage of this mode is reduction of CPU cycles needed for A/V playback of

stored data due to the PES format of audio/video data. PES de-multiplexing is done in

place, passing pointers to the payload of PES packets that contain video or audio frames,

20 other implementations required they be sent by DMA to the video decoder before they

were decoded on host CPU (MPEG or AC—3 audio). As a result, the host CPU doesn’t

 
move any raw audio or video data, and host CPU utilization is reduced in order of

magnitude compared to TS playback operating mode.

In the foregoing specification, the invention has been described with reference to

25 specific embodiments. However, one of ordinary skill in the art appreciates that various

modifications and changes can be made without departing from the scope of the present

invention as set forth in the claims below. For example, the specific time—shifting

implementation has been described as with reference to a specific transport stream

dernultiplexer, and described in a previous applications which have been incorporated by

13
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reference. Different transport stream demultiplexers and method of implementing

specific aspects of the present invention can be used as well. Likewise, specific partitions

between hardware and software implementions have been described, which can vary

depending upon the implemented demultiplexer. For example, the video stream parser

5 can be designed to support routing the parsed video data to a circular buffer that is

accessible by the system memory controller. Accordingly, the specification and figures

are to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense, and all such

modifications are intended to be included within the scope of present invention. In the

claims, means-plus-function clause(s), if any, cover the structures described herein that

10 perform the recited function(s). The mean-plus-function clause(s) also cover structural

equivalents and equivalent structures that perform the recited function(s). Benefits, other

advantages, and solutions to problems have been described above with regard to specific

embodiments. However, the benefits, advantages, solutions to problems, and any

element(s) that may cause any benefit, advantage, or solution to occur or become more

15 pronounced are not to be construed as a critical, required, or essential feature or element

of any or all the claims. 

14
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A method comprising the steps of:

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries real—time multimedia

programs;

during a first time:

storing a first portion of the packetized data stream representing video data

and timing data of a program;

setting a system time indicator to a stored system time value, wherein the

stored system time Value is based on a portion of the timing data of

the first portion of the packetized data stream;

during a second time:

incrementing the system time indicator;

retrieving the Video data of the first portion of the packetized data stream

for Video decoding; and

storing a second portion of the packetized data stream representing Video

data and timing data of the program.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein

the step of storing the first portion of the packetized data stream includes the first

portion of the packetized data stream representing audio data of the

 
program;

the step of storing the second portion of the packetized data stream includes the

second portion of the packetized data stream representing audio data of the

program;

the method further including the step of

during the second time

the step of accessing the audio data of the first portion of the

packetized data stream for audio playback.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the multiplexed packetized data stream is a

15
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multiplexed packetized data stream that substantially meets an MPEG2 specification.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the step of storing the first portion includes storing

transport stream packets.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the step of storing the first portion includes the sub-

steps of

determining transport stream packets containing data associated with the

program; and

storing the transport stream packets containing data associated with the

program after the step of determining.

6. The method of claim 3, wherein the step of storing the first portion includes storing

packetized elementary stream (PBS) packets.

 

16
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7. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of storing the first portion includes the sub-

steps of

determining transport stream packets containing data associated with the

program; and

storing PES packets based upon the transport stream packets containing

data associated with the program after the step of determining.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of storing the first portion of the transport

stream includes the timing data including synchronization information used for

playing the program back at a real time program bit-rate.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of incrementing the system time indicator

includes incrementing the system time indicator based upon a signal generated from

multiplexed packetized data stream data received after the first time.

10. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of:
 

decoding the video data of the first portion to provide a decoded video stream. 

ul4_?uL},3
11. The method of claim 10, wherein the steps of receiving a multiplexed packetized

data stream and decoding the video data are performed by an integrated

semiconductor device. 
12. The method of claim 10 further comprising the step of:

providing the decoded Video stream for display at a play back rate.

13. The method of claim 12 wherein the play back rate is a real time rate.

14. The method of claim 12 wherein the step of providing the decoded video stream for

display includes determining the play back rate based upon clock recovery data of

the first portion of the transport stream, wherein the play back rate will vary

17
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depending upon a rate at which the first portion of the transport stream data is

provided to a decoder during the step of decoding.

15. The method of claim 12 wherein the step of providing the decoded video stream for

display includes determining the play back rate based upon timing data received

from the multiplexed packetized data stream after the first time.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the timing data received from the multiplexed

packetized data stream after the first time is associated with a current real-time data

stream.

17. The method of claim 12, wherein the play back rate is faster than a real time rate.
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18. A method comprising the steps of:

determining a mode of operation;

during a first mode of operation:

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream at a first demultiplexer;

selecting a first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

decoding a video portion of the first program for display;

during a second mode of operation:

receiving the multiplexed packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer;

selecting the first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

storing the first program;

during a third mode of operation:

receiving the multiplexed packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer;

selecting the first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

storing a first program portion of the first program;

providing the first program portion to a second demultiplexer;

selecting at the second demultiplexer a video portion of the first program 
portion;

 
decoding the video portion of the first program portion for display; and

storing a second program portion of the first program simultaneous to the

step of decoding. 
19. The method of claim 18, further comprising during the third mode of operation the

steps of2

providing the second program portion to a second demultiplexer;

selecting at the second demultiplexer a video portion of the second

program portion; and

decoding the video portion of the second program portion for display.

20. The method of claim 18 further comprising, during the third mode of operation, the

steps of:

l9
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incrementing a counter associated with the second demultiplexer based

upon a signal generated using a live feed of the multiplexed

packetized data stream as it is received at the first demultiplexer.
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21. A system comprising:

a first input node to receive a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries real-

time multimedia programs;

a first transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the first input

node to select packets of data having a predefined packet identifier and an

output to provide the select packets of data;

a storage device having a data port coupled to the output of the first transport

stream demultiplexer to receive the select packets, wherein the storage

device is to store the select packets;

a first clock recovery module having an input coupled to the first input node, and

an output, wherein the clock recovery module is to generate a clock at the

output based upon received timing information transmitted in packets of

the multiplexed packetized data stream before it is stored in the storage

device;

a decoder having a first input coupled to the output of the first clock recovery

system to receive the clock, a second input coupled the data port of the

storage device to receive the select packets, and an output to provide

decoded real-time data

22. The system of claim 21, wherein the first clock recovery module further generates

the clock based upon data transmitted in packets of a currently received multiplexed

 
packetized data stream.

23. The system of claim 21, wherein the first clock recovery module further generates

the clock based upon multiplexed packetized data stream data stored in the storage

device.

24. The system of claim 21, wherein the decoder includes a video decoder.

25. The system of claim 24, wherein the decoder includes an audio decoder.

21
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26. The system of claim 21 further comprising:

a second transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the data port

of the storage device;

27. The system of claim 26 further comprising:

a second clock recovery module having an input coupled to the data port of the

storage device to allow STC setting based on a stored system time.
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SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

5 Abstract Of The Disclosure

A multiplexed packetized data stream carrying real-time multimedia programs is

received at a first hardware demultiplexer. Based on a user input, a video and timing

10 portion of a program associated with the multiplexed packetized data stream can be

stored for subsequent display. One type of subsequent display is time shifted display,

where the stored portion of the program is played back while new portions of the

program are being stored. During time shifted play back, a second hardware

demultiplexer can be used, so that one demultiplexer stores new data and maintains a

15 current clock Value while the other decodes and displays the stored data.
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DECLARATION Attorney Docket Number ATI0000690
First Named Inventor Branko Kovacevic

PATENT APPLICATION Appllcafion Numb”

(37 CFR L63) Filing Date
12] Declaration Submitted with Initial Filing, OR G’°“P. A“ Um‘

Examiner Name
[3 Declaration Submitted after Initial Filing

(surcharge (37 CFR 1.16 (e)) required)

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that:

My residence, post office address, and citizenship are as stated below next to my name.

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, first and joint
inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the
invention entitled:

SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

the specification of which:

E is attached hereto.

E] was file on (MM/DD/YYYY) as United States Application Number or PCT International Application
Number and was amended on (MM/DD/YYYY) (ifapplicable).

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, including the
claims, as amended by any amendment specifically referred to above.

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1.56.

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. ll9(a)—(d) or 36S(b) ofany foreign application(s) for patent or inventor’s certificate, or 365(a)
ofany PCT international application which designated at least one country other than the United States ofAmerica, listed below and have also
identified below, by checking the box, any foreign application for patent or inventor’s certificate, or ofany PCT international application having a
filing date before that of the application on which priority is claimed.

Prior Foreign Country Foreign Filing Date Priority Not Certified Copy Attached?
Application Number(s) (MM/DD/YYYY) Claimed YES N0

I Additional foreign application numbers are listed on a supplemental priority data sheet PTO/SB/02B attached hereto.

   
 

 

  
 

 I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. ll9(e) ofany United States provisional application(s) listed below.

Application Number(s) Filing Data (MM/DD/YYYY)

I Additional provisional application numbers are listed on a supplemental priority data sheet PTO/SB/02B attached hereto.  
I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. I20 of any United States application(s), or 36S(c) ofany PCT international application designating the
United States ofAmerica, listed below and, insofar as the subject matter ofeach of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United
States or PCT International application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of35 U.S.C. I 12, I acknowledge the duty to disclose
information which is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR L56 which became available between the filing date of the prior application and
the national or PCT international filing date ofthis application.

U.S. Parent Application or PCT Parent Filing Date ‘ Parent Patent Number

Parent Number (MM/DD/YYYY) (if applicable)

-I Additional U.S. or PCT international application numbers are listed on a supplemental priority data sheet PTO/S B/02B attached hereto.
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As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the following registered practitioner(s) to prosecute this application and to
transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith:

R°=gisWi°nN"mber Registration Number
39,263 Sally Daub 41,478

I Additional registered practitioner(s) named on supplemental Registered Practitioner information sheet PTO/SB/02C attached hereto.

    

  
   

Direct all correspondence to: Simon Fakhoury Tangalos Frantz & Galasso
P.O. Box 26503

Austin, Texas 78755-0503

Telephone: 5l2—336—8957
Facsimile: 5l2—336~9155

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that
willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001 and
that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon.

Name of Sole or First Inventor: E] A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor

Given Name (first and middle [if any]) Family Name or Surname

KovacevicV

gm / Z,” awe. Date arrogz-'2 25, 2004
City:Willowdale Citizenship: Canadian

Post Office Address 60 Clipper Road, Suite 1402

CW Willowdale A

   

   

  
 

 
 

 
    

E Additional inventors are being named on the supplemental Additional Inventor(s) sheet(s) PTO/SB/02A attached hereto. 
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Patent Application

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Application of:

Branko Kovacevic

Entitled: SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

CERTIFICATE or MAILING BY expaess MAIL

"EXPRESS MAIL" Mailing Label No. EL579093813US

Box PATENT APPLICATION Date ofDeposit ll/06/00 ............................................................................... ..

Assistant Commissioner of Patents

Washington, D.C. 2023]

Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under
37 CFR ].|0 on the date indicated above and is addressed to :
Box PATENT APPLICATION
Assistant Commissioner of Patents. Washington, DC. 20231

Type or Print Name Martha Rocha

Si vnature

Dear Sir:

REQUEST ‘FOR FILING A NATIONAL PATENT APPLICATION

Transmitted herewith for filing, please find the following:

X I. Specification, claims and abstract of the above-referenced patent application

having 23 pages.

X 2. L sheet(s) ofdrawing(s) (L formal /_ informal) comprising Figures _1

through6_.

X 3. Declaration and executed Power of Attorney’s ( X signed _ unsigned).

4. Information Disclosure Statement along with Form PTO-1449 and references.

__ 5. This is a: Continuation-In-Part; Divisional; Continuation;

substitute Application (MPEP 201 .09) of Application Serial No. filed

; reissue of U.S. Patent No. filed on

An extension to extend the life ofthe above prior Application to at least the

date of filing hereof
(1 box must be marked)

(a) is concurrently being filed in that prior Application,

(b) was previously filed in that prior Application,

1

I hereby cenify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the US. Postal

 

3A. No filing fee, Oath, or Declaration is enclosed pursuant to 37 C.F.R 1.53(d).

»Jiiszirriif‘"9llllllllllllllllllyliigiillifl3>
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Patent Application

(c) is not necessary for copendency.

. 5%‘
X 6. Attached is an assignment to ATI Technologies Inc. Please return the recorded

assignment to the undersigned.

7. Priority is claimed under 35 U.S.C. § 119 based on filing in

 

 

l i l A l Efli_ng%
l (1) l I __
l (2) l __

(3) 1

(No.) Certified copy (copies) are attached; or were previously filed
on

fl? 8. Attached: __ (No.) verified statement(s) establishing "small entity" status under
37 CFR § 1.9 and 1.27.

X 9. Attached:

X Return Postcard
5: (Other) _

5‘: 10. Preliminary Amendment:

. Prior to a first Office Action, kindly amend the Application as follows:
%

373::
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Patent Application

1 1. The following Filing Fee calculation is based on the claims filed less any claims

canceled by the Preliminary Amendment of Item 10.

SMALL LARGE
ENTITY ENTITY
RATE RATE

BASIC $355 Q $710 = $710.00
FEE

NUMBER NUMBER
FILED EXTRA

TOTAL
CLAIMS 27 -20 = 7 x 9 QR x18 = $I26,00

(at |east0)

INDEP.
CLAIMS 3 -3 = 0 x 40 QR x 80 = $ 00.00

(at least 0)

If any proper multiple dependent claim (ignore improper) is present
(Enter $0.00 ifthis is a mi application.) +$]35 OR +$270 = +$

lfassignment is x'd (item 6), add recording fee $40.00 +$ 40.00

Attached is a Rule 47 Petition (inventor refuses to sign or
cannot be reached) $130 +$

TOTAL FILING FEE __l_=$876.00

12. A check in the amount of to cover the Filing Fee calculated in Item 1 1 is

attached. Please charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment to ATI

Technologies, Inc., PLC Deposit Account No. 50-0441.

X 13. Please charge ATI TECHNOLOGIES, INC., Deposit Account No. 50-0441
in the amount of$ 876.00 the Filing Fee calculated in Item 1 1. This sheet is

attached‘ in duplicate.

 
X 14. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fee specifically

authorized hereafter, or any missing or insufficient fee(s) filed, or asserted to be

filed, or which should have been filed herewith or concerning any paper filed

hereafter, and may be required under 37 CFR 1.16-1.18 (missing or

insufficiencies only) now or hereafter relative to this application and for the

resulting Official Document under 37 CFR 1.20, and to have and cause any

necessary petition for extension of time to be filed and any fees necessary to be

paid for said extension of time QR credit any overpayment to AT]
TECHNOLOGIES, INC., Deposit Account No. 50-0441 , for which

purpose a duplicate copy of this sheet is attached.
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Patent Application

Respectfully submitted,
Branko Kovacevic

//— 6-2000 . 3b~«m§a,——<*
Date . Gustav Larson

Reg. No. 39,263

SIMON, FAKHOURY, TANGALOS, FRANTZ & GALASSO, PLC.
P.O. Box 26503

Austin, Texas 78755-0503

Telephone: (512) 336-8957

Facsimile: (512) 336-9155
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SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTINGAAND METHOD THEREOF

INVENTOR:

Branko Kovacevic
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SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

Field of The Invention

The present invention relates generally to time shifting of video data, and more

5 specifically to time shifting of digital video data.

Background Of The Invention

Systems for time shifting a viewed program are known in the industry. For

example, if a viewer is interrupted by a phone call during a television program, the

10 program can be recorded for a few minutes and then played back from the point of

interruption while addition video information is continually recorded. One prior art

method of accomplishing time shifting is to capture the rendered video signal. When the

rendered signal is an analog signal it is digitized and stored. When the rendered signal is

a digital signal it can be captured directly. Once captured, the rendered digital data can

15 be stored directly. A digital signal stored directly can require a large amount of storage

space, even when only a few minutes of video are captured. The digital signal can be

compressed to reduce the amount of storage space required. However, compressing a
 

video signal requires additional processing power, resulting in additional costs.

As the use of digital video data becomes increasingly common, a method and

20 apparatus for time shifting a digital program that is more efficient than those known in art

would be advantageous. One known method to provide digital video data is to provide

the data using a specific protocol that has the ability to transmit the digital video data in a

compressed format. An example of one such format is known as MPEG-2, and has been

approved by the lntemational Organization for Standards (ISO) Moving Pictures Experts

25 Group (MPEG group). MPEG-2 is a versatile communication standard that gives

theoretical explanations needed to implement an MPEG-2 decoder through the syntax

and semantics of coded bit-streams. MPEG-2 is an open standard and continues to
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evolve and be applied to a wide variety of applications ranging from video conferencing

to High Definition Television (HDTV). The MPEG-2 standard, as a generic and open

standard, is intended for variety of audio/video coding applications.

One method of transporting large amounts of various types of transport stream

5 data is to use a multiplexed packetized data stream capable of carrying real-time

_ multimedia programs. One example of a multiplexed packetized data stream is described
in the standard ISO/IEC 13818-l and will be referred to as a transport stream. Transport

streams generally offer robustness for noisy channels and can carry multiple programs

(like multiple TV services) within the same multiplex. The transport stream is based on

10 188 byte long packets that are well suited for hardware error correction and processing

schemes needed in noisy environments, such as coaxial cable television networks and

satellite transponders. Such a transport stream facilitates fast program access, channel

hopping and synchronization between multiple programs within the transport stream.

  

 

A transport stream consists of fixed length packets based on 4 bytes of header

15 followed by 184 bytes of data payload, where data payload is obtained by partitioning

larger data blocks. For example, an elementary stream (ES) is a set of data generally

consisting of compressed data from a single source, such as a video or audio source, with“."9‘"‘.4.‘§“'!:‘3'“):.'?"P,'.1".*?"l.*f"
some additional ancillary data for identification, characterization and synchronization.

ES streams are first packetized into either constant length or variable length Packetized

20 Elementary Stream packets (PES packets) consisting of a header and payload. Each PESgush__?..E5,...“fink..
packet header starts with start code (oxO00O0l) followed with the stream_id byte

identifying type of ES underneath.

PES packets from various elementary streams are merged together to form a

program (service) with its own system time clock (STC). All ES component streams

25 within one program are synchronized have periodic PTS stamps corresponding to the

STC counter to indicate the proper timing for each ES.

The relativelyilong and most often variable length PES packets are further

packetized into shorter TS packets having a constant size of 188 bytes. A small and

constant TS packet size makes error recovery easier and faster. Usually, the transport
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stream carries several programs, each with its own STC. Each TS packet consists of a TS

Packet header with optional Adaptation Field followed by useful data payload containing

portion of a PES packet. The TS header consists of a sync byte, flags, indicators

information for error detection and timing and Packet_ID (PID) field used to identify

5 elementary stream carried underneath of a PES packet. In addition to identifying specific

elementary streams, one PID-is used to identify a program specific Information (PSI)

table data.

Each TS PSI table is sent in sections, usually occupying one or more TS packets.

Four types of PS1 tables exist: 1) Program Association Table (PAT) listing unique

10 program_number (as an identifier of each program in one multiplex) and PID of the PMT

table; 2) Program Map Table (PMT) listing PIDs of all component streams making a

given program. PMT may be constructed for each program separately or be common for

a group of programs; 3) Conditional Access Table (CAT) identifying PID of Entitlement  
Management Messages and ID of used conditional access system if any scrambling of TS

15 or PES packets is done; 4) Private Table carrying Network Information Table (NIT) or

private data. T-.",‘.‘!""!¢.‘!""!‘.‘.5"!."“l':.5"
The Hierarchical structure which exists between ES streams, PES and TP packets

is illustrated in prior art Figure’ 1-4.

A method and apparatus for efficient time shifting of multiplexed packetized data ,,,..;,,,.....,,..,,_,....,,..,,,.....,,...
20 streams, such as a packet stream, would be advantageous.
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Brief Descri tion Of The Drawin s 

Figures 1-4 illustrate various information associated with an MPEG transport

stream of the prior art.

Figure 5 illustrates in graphical form a time line indicating various modes of

5 operation in accordance with the present invention;

Figure 6 illustrates in block diagram form a specific embodiment of a system

having to digital transport stream receivers in accordance with the present invention.
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Detailed Descri tion Of The Drawin s 

A specific method and apparatus is disclosed describing a time shifting technique.

In one embodiment, the disclosed time shifting technique can be based upon a hardware

transport stream demultiplexer that interfaces to a transport stream. The hardware

5 demultiplexer application assists in the extraction and parsing of a multiplexed

packetized data stream, such as a MPEG-2 Transport Stream (TS) multiplex. One such

hardware demultiplexer is disclosed in pending patent application (990135), which is

hereby incorporated herein by" reference. The disclosed hardware transport core is used

to filter component streams into 15 memory ring buffers, one allocated in the frame

10 memory for the dedicated MPEG-2 video decoder and others in the system memory for

the dedicated software parser. It can demultiplex the most frequent transport packets of

video stream into an Elementary Stream (ES) by monitoring the first packet identifier

(PID) of each TS packet. This flexible filter can be set to extract private data from the

 adaptation field (AF) or from the PES packet header. Thirty-one other PIDs can be

15 simply filtered and routed to a common (joint) or individual memory buffers for

subsequent software processing on the host processor. The basic idea of a time shifting

is shown in Figure 5.

‘I:

‘i:
3;
'1.-

‘J:
5::
,3:
"a: y,«::a-
5:52;
32
:. 3.

Figure 5 illustrates three functions performed by a time shifting system.- A first

function is to receive a live broadcast stream 510. According to the graph of Figure 5,

20 the live broadcast stream is continuously received during the time represented in Figure

5.

 
A second function of a time shifting system is to record a specific program after a

user activates the time shifting feature. Vector 520 of Figure 5 indicates when a specific

program is being recorded by the time shifting system.

25 A third function of the time shifting system is to display the specific program.

Vector 530 of Figure 5 indicates when a specific program is being played back.

Specifically, vector portion 531 represents the time where the program is being displayed

directly from the live broadcast stream. Vector portion 532 represents the time that the

user is unable to view the program, i.e. the user is away from the television. Therefore, in
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one embodiment, during this time no program is displayed. In an alternate embodiment,

the live feed can continue to be displayed, even though the program is being recorded.

Vector 533 represents the time during which the time-shifted program, which has

been stored, is being replayed at a normal‘ playback rate. Note that during this time, the

5 live program feed continues to be recorded for future time shifted play back.

Vector 534 represents a time during which the time shifted program is being

replayed at a faster than normal replay rate. By being able to playback at a faster than

normal rate, it is possible to catch-up to the live broadcast stream. 3

The receive-only mode of vector 31 represents where the digital transport stream

10 receiver (DTSR) is receiving a live broadcast and demultiplexing one program of a

plurality of programs available in the live broadcast stream. This will be referred to as

Transparent Mode indicating the transport stream is accessed immediately and not

saved. Therefore, from the point of view of digital storage media (DSM), the received

data is transparent.

15

Note that the PAT table is constantly acquired, in transparent mode, and other

modes, so that version number change or PMT table PID change for a currently viewed

program can be detected. If such a change occurs during the live broadcast of a program,

 
PIDs will be reprogrammed for video and splicing with be handled.

20 A Continuous Time Shifting Mode occurs during vectors 532-534. Continuous

time shifting mode occurs when time shifting is selected by the viewer to store part or all

of a program for later viewing after a short or long intermission. During continuous time

shifting mode, a selected program from a given multiplex is received and stored on a hard

disk, or other storage media, in the form of full transport stream packets or PES packets.

25 A Part-Time Time-Shifting Mode, when selected by the viewer, allows for

replay of a time shifted program or fast forward (FF) replay of a time shifted program at

user defined FF speed. In Figure 5 this is represented as vectors 533 and 534. In a
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specific embodiment discussed herein, this time-shifting mode is the most demanding

mode of the 3 described modes because: the host CPU system is receiving and storing a

real time event; at the same time, the host CPU is retrieving saved stream data from the

disk; simultaneously with first two operations, the host CPU is performing transport

5 stream de-multiplexing of video, audio, private and PSI/SI data on a host CPU; and at the

same time the host CPU is restoring PCR/PTS time-base information as described later. I

For some digital television applications, time-shifting may be considered a peak

event that occurs sometimes or occasionally. However, some users may depend on it all

the time, up to the end of the current program once it was started. For those users, typical

10 operating state of the system is time shifting, de-coupled from the live stream. Time

shifting of the digital transport stream should offer the same quality as from the live

broadcast (source stream).

Systems suitable for time-shifting need to simultaneously receive and decode a

transport stream and handle incoming source stream (to process all PSI and SI data) and

15 record incoming source stream as a full entity or just its one program. Time shifting

allows the viewer to step away from the TV monitor without missing any of the program

parts. One embodiment of time shifting includes storing all transport packets received on '

the transport stream. Another embodiment of time shifting that is more efficient

includes: 1) selecting just the transport packets of interest (PSI, SI, video, audio and data

20 packets) that constitute one program-event to minimize the bit-rate of the recorded

 
stream, to minimize the bandwidth through the host bus interface unit, and to minimize

hard disk head movement (if any); 2) increasing the amount of storage and useful life of

the hard disk; and 3) ‘assuring that the amount of data that needs to be processed by the

host processor is received and stored as: transport stream packets; PES packets of video,

25 audio, data, PSI and SI content, de-multiplexed transport; or PES packets of video and

audio and bus master compressed video into the video bit-stream buffer of the MPEG

video decoding device.
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Selectioniof just one time shifted program reduces the potentially high bit-rate of

a transport stream multiplex to a manageable size, suitable for storage on current 10GB

hard disk units (two hours of l0Mbps stream). ‘Obviously, a large disk drive is needed to

allow any reasonable length of time shifting. In time shifting mode where time shifted

5 material is simultaneously received and stored, the bit-rate of the host bus-interface unit

(HBIU) needs to be double a system where the HBIU is only responsible for playing a

single program stream. Generally the bandwidth needed is calculated to be

approximately 20Mbps instead l0Mbps.

Because closed or proprietary systems, such’ as set-top boxes, usually do not share

10 the hard disk drive with other systems, very specialized disk drives for audio-video

applications with specialized interfaces can be used. Hard drive features that would be

advantageous include: 1) Increasing access speeds and‘ sustained sequence transfers in

two directions; 2) Having deferred re-calibration of drive heads to prevent glitches or

latencies during playback; 3) Having head offsets to prevent losing a revolution when

15 going from side to side on a platter; 4) Supporting on the fly error correction; and 5)

Having embedded multi-disk drive units that decrease access latencies.

The operating system can play a significant role in the efficient use of the drive by

accessing most frequent video data in large blocks and decreasing seek time. Generally,

larger read/write blocks increase efficiency of data storage and retrieval. Sometimes they

20 can cause unwanted glitches by increasing latency during access.

 
The first time shifting mode of operation is a receive-only mode. During receive-

only mode of operation a master digital time shifting receiver (DTSR) 610, of Figure 6, is

programmed to receive and parse transport stream packets matching video and PCR

PIDs. A host CPU 632 is assisting MPEG-2 clock recovery, and the same recovered

25 clock data is supplying Master DTSR 610 and the Secondary DTSR 620. In one

embodiment, the recovered clock is provided to the secondary DTSR 620 registers

through the use of the system memory controller 630. Also, the Master DTSR 610 is

programmed to perform PID filtering of audio, private, and PSI/SI PIDs programmed in

the auxiliary PID registers. Secondary DTSR 620 is programmed for PID filtering
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operations on Video PID programmed on a first auxiliary PID register. However, since

the receiver is in receive-only mode, the video transport packets in the ring buffer 624 are

disregarded. The clock recovery algorithm is suppressed on the secondary DTSR 620.

Only STC of the slave DTSR is set upon the channel change. Host CPU 632 performs

5 PES parsing of audio transport stream packets, decode and presentation of audio frames

(on AC-97 codec or wave device), and continuous parsing and data processing of PS1

sections monitoring real-time events like PID change, PCR discontinuity or splicing of

iaudio stream. This activity by the host CPU 632 is part of the normal receive only mode

of operation where a specified channel is being decoded and displayed. Specific systems

10 and methods for supporting these processes are described in the patent application

already incorporated by reference.

When in continuous time-shifting mode of operation, the host CPU 632 performs

additional processing including: retrieval; multiplexing; time base corrections; storage of

video audio, private and PSI/SI transport stream packets from multiple buffers 614

15 allocated in the memory space of the host CPU. In one embodiment, however, the master

DTSR 620 is used to decode and display video stream as describe previously with 
reference to receive only mode. Transport packets from a common program are retrieved

from the buffer 614 and provided to a digital storage media circular file system in a
.._.*..."3...‘u’,__I.,..!__,_,9...,._,...},.A.M.“‘AM.W.“ 4-.-‘,5-.-.—5>'—~=g:--:4..::.
 

multiplexed manner. Multiplexing is performed by inserting audio, video, private, and

20 PSI/SI transport stream packets to satisfy a group of relevant criteria.

Fundamental functions performed during continuous digital time shifting include:

1) Preserving of original ES_rate of each component stream; 2) Limiting PCR jitter of

newly created single program multiplex; 3) Preserving VBV_delay value (the number of

periods of a 9OKHz clock derived from the 27MHz system clock that the VBV shall wait

25 after receiving the final byte of the picture start code before decoding the picture) to

insure non-interrupted MPEG video decode after initial VBV_delay time in constant bit-

rate (CBR) stream environments; 4) Preventing underflow or overflow of elementary

stream decoder buffers in accordance with the T_STD model defined in ISO/lEC 13818-1

standard; 5) providing PID values in the video or audio TS packets that were originally

30 defined in the PMT section to be a video or audio PIDs. Alternatively, a new artificial

l0 '
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PCR stream can be separately created and injected as TS PCR packets at the rate of at

least 10 times per second to create a new time base for decimated, time-shifted stream

stored on the DSM. Whereby, the original PAT transport packet is modified or a new

PAT packet is inserted into the stream instead of the original PAT section to indicate a ‘

5 single program only whose PMT section indicates video, audio, PCR and other PII) that

carry subtitles, program descriptions, etc. As a stable clock source, STC of the Master

DTSR is used to measure elapsed time between two PCR samples; 6) Providing PTS

values in the video, audio or private data streams by using STC of the Master DTSR as

elapsed time counter; and 7) Initializing STC of the playback DTSR device to a first

10 available PCR value encoded in the stream saved on DSM media, immediately after

channel change.

While inpart-time digital time-shifting mode, the host CPU 632 performs some

additional processing like retrieval and de-multiplexing of the single program transport

stream created in continuous ‘time digital time-shifting mode during a storage process.  
15 Generally, the playback of the stored program is combined with continued transport

stream de-multiplexing and recording of the real-time transport stream. Such a mode of 
operation is the most intensive mode of operation because the host CPU 632 must

create/store a multiplexed single program transport stream from a continued reception of

3'",-9..-r".-.-5"»gm»ar9-»-rAm. "54‘-.-;:.,,--'2
a live broadcast; and retrieve and de-multiplex saved content from a digital storage media -

20 while performing transport stream de-multiplexing, audio decode, and bus mastering 
elementary stream video to the MPEG video decoder.

In one implementation, an MPEG decoder associated with the Master DTSR 610

is used to decode and display a video stream from a DSM media and receive private data,

and PSI/SI sections from a live broadcast. In such a case, a video PID of the Master

25 DTSR 610 is disabled, while video data with its PTS information is fed directly to the

MPEG decoder using the system memory controller 630. However, PCR PID is

programmed on a Master DTSR so that MPEG clock recovery continues from a live

transport stream feed and is supplied to the STC counters of both the master DTSR 610

and the second DTSR 620. In one implementation, only the video PID is programmed

30 into the Slave DTSR for retrieving live video stream and sending it to circular buffer on

1]
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the host system in the form of a full MPEG-2 transport stream packets, while the Master

DTSR is used to buffer the non-video components of a specific program.

In another embodiment, a different partition of the software tasks is possible on

the host CPU. 632 to achieve all three modes of a digital time shifting. In the second

5 embodiment, a first DTSR is used as a combo video-PCR only device, either to receive

and decode video from a live broadcast or from a DSM media. The PCR PID of the first

DTSR is programmed always to match live broadcast, and full clock recovery is done by

the first DTSR. A second DTSR can be used in all 3 modes to receive video, audio,

private data and PSI/SI sections, all utilizing auxiliary PID filters and received as full

10 MPEG-2 transport packets arriving in the single memory queue. This way, the temporal

order of a stream and validity of the T-STD decoder model is inherently preserved. Also,

the amount of the host DRAM memory required for queue allocation is less than in the

first case. In both embodiments, a quality digital stream time shifting at the transport

packet level is achieved.

15 In yet another operating mode, a different partition of the software tasks is

possible on the host CPU 632 to achieve all three modes of digital time shifting by

storing PES layers as a basic format of the audio/video data saved on a DSM. In PES

operating mode, two hardware embodiments are possible, the same as in TP operating

mode.
 

20 In a first hardware embodiment, the first DTSM is used as a combo device, to

achieve playback of live or stored MPEG video and reception of audio, private & PSI/SI

content. The second device is used only to receive and de-multiplex MPEG-2 video

transport stream and retrieve MPEG-2 elementary stream from a live broadcast. Upon

retrieval of ES video, PES packets are formed and stored on the DSM media.

25 In the second hardware embodiment, the first DTSM is used as a combo video-

PCR only device, either to receive and decode video from a live broadcast or from a

DSM media. The PCR PID is programmed always to match live broadcast, and full clock

recovery is done by the first DTSR. A second DTSR is used in all 3 time-shifting modes

to receive audio, private data, PSI/SI sections, by utilizing auxiliary PID filters to-store

I2
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the transport packets to a single memory queue. That way, a temporal order of a stream

and validity of T-STD decoder model is already preserved.

In yet another time shifting embodiment, the video is de-multiplexed to the level

of elementary stream and stored at the bit-stream buffer of the MPEG video decoder

H 5 physically allocated in the frame memory. The MPEG video stream is then retrieved from

this buffer by a software processing thread running on a host CPU. Every time a picture

start code is found in the video bit-stream buffer, a full compressed MPEG picture, in the

form of elementary stream, is sent to the system memory buffer by DMA. One such

method is disclosed in patent application (990135) which is hereby incorporated herein

10 by reference.

Before storing the full compressed MPEG picture in the DSM, a PES packet

header is added. The audio stream_ is de-multiplexed and decoded by the host CPU. In a

similar fashion as the video, prior to audio decoding, the audio frames are packetized into

PES packets. Essential information from the PSI/SI/private data tables is decoded and

15 stored in a pure source form on a DSM. This way, further reduction of the host DRAM

memory requirements for queue allocation and memory on the DSM media is reduced.

An advantage of this mode is reduction of CPU cycles needed for A/V playback of

stored data due to the PES format of audio/video data. PES de-multiplexing is done in

place, passing pointers to the payload of PES packets that contain video or audio frames,

20 other implementations required they be sent by DMA to the video decoder before they

were decoded on host CPU (MPEG or AC-3 audio). As a result, the host CPU doesn’t

 
move any raw audio or video data, and host CPU utilization is reduced in order of

magnitude compared to TS playback operating mode.

In the foregoing specification, the invention has been described with reference to

25 specific embodiments. However, one of ordinary skill in the art appreciates that various

modifications and changes can be made without departing from the scope of the present

invention as set forth in the claims below. For example, the specific time-shifting

implementation has been described as with reference to a specific transport stream

demultiplexer, and described in a previous applications which have been incorporated by

13
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reference. Different transport stream demultiplexers and method of implementing

specific aspects of the present invention can be used as well. Likewise, specific partitions

between hardware and software implementions have been described, which can vary

depending upon the implemented demultiplexer. For example, the video stream parser

5 can be designed to support routing the parsed video data to a circular buffer that is

accessible by the system memory controller. Accordingly, the specification and figures

are to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense, and all such

modifications are intended to be included within the scope of present invention. In the

claims, means-plus-function clause(s), if any, cover the structures described herein that

10 perform the recited function(s). The mean-plus-function clause(s) also cover structural

equivalents and equivalent structures that perform the recited function(s). Benefits, other

advantages, and solutions to problems have been described above with regard to specific

embodiments. However, the benefits, advantages, solutions to problems, and any

element(s) that may cause any benefit, advantage, or solution to occur or become more

15 pronounced are not to be construed as a critical, required, or essential feature or element

of any or all the claims. 
Ix-1+“:._.. 'x';—“‘
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A method comprising the steps of:

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries real-time multimedia

programs;

during a first time:

storing a first portion of the packetized data stream representing Video data

and timing data of a program;

setting a system time indicator to a stored system time value, wherein the

stored system time value is based on a portion of the timing data of

the first portion of the packetized data stream;

during a second time:

incrementing the system time indicator;

retrieving the Video data of the first portion of the packetized data stream

for Video decoding; and

storing a second portion of the packetized data stream representing video

data and timing data of the program.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein

the step of storing the first portion of the packetized data stream includes the first

portion of the packetized data stream representing audio data of the

 
program;

. the step of storing the second portion of the packetized data stream includes the

second portion of the packetized data stream representing audio data of the

program; i

the method further including the step of

during the second time

the step of accessing the audio data of the first portion of the

packetized data stream for audio playback.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the multiplexed packetized data stream is a

15
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multiplexed packetized data stream that substantially meets an MPEG2 specification.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the step of storing the first portion includes storing

transport stream packets.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the step of storing the first portion includes the sub-

_steps of

determining transport stream packets containing data associated with the

program; and

storing the transport stream packets containing data associated with the

program after the step of determining.

6. The method of claim 3, wherein the step of storing the first portion includes storing

packetized elementary stream (PES) packets.

 
 3',...:___,,..q,gill“me‘,.._.§..."9...“lW...‘,.u,_up.
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7. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of storing the first portion includes the sub-

steps of

determining transport stream packets containing data associated with the

program; and

storing PES packets based upon the transport stream packets containing

data associated with the program after the step of determining.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of storing the first portion of the transport

stream includes the timing data including synchronization information used for

playing the program back at a real time program bit-rate.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of incrementing the system time indicator

includes incrementing the system time indicator based upon a signal generated from

multiplexed packetized data stream data received after the first time.

10. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of:

decoding the video data of the first portion to provide a decoded video stream.

11. The method of claim 10', wherein the steps of receiving a multiplexed packetized

data stream and decoding the video data are performed by an integrated

semiconductor device.

12. The method of claim 10 further comprising the step of:

providing the decoded video stream for display at a play back rate.

13. The method of claim 12 wherein the play back rate is a real time rate.

14. The method of claim 12 wherein the step of providing the decoded video stream for

display includes determining the play back rate based upon clock recovery data of

the first portion of the transport stream, wherein the play back rate will vary

17
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depending upon a rate at which the first portion of the transport stream data is

provided to a decoder during the step of decoding.

15. The method of claim 12 wherein the stepof providing the decoded video stream for

display includes determining the play back rate based upon timing data received

from the multiplexed packetized data stream after the first time.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the timing data received from the multiplexed

packetized data stream after the first time is associated with a current real-time data

stream.

17. The method of claim 12, wherein the play back rate is faster than a real time rate.
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18. A method comprising the steps of:

determining a mode of operation;

during a first mode of operation:

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream at a first demultiplexer;

selecting a first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

decoding a video portion of the first program for display;

during a second mode of operation:

receiving the multiplexed packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer;

selecting the first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

storing the first program;

during a third mode of operation:

receiving the multiplexed packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer;

selecting the first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

storing a first program portion of the first program;

providing the first program portion to a second demultiplexer;

selecting at the second demultiplexer a video portion of the first program

portion;

decoding the video portion of the first program portion for display; and

 
storing a second program portion of the first program simultaneous to the

step of decoding. 
19. The method of claim 18, further comprising during the third mode of operation the

steps of:

providing the second program portion to a second demultiplexer;

selecting at the second demultiplexer a video portion of the second

program portion; and

decoding the video portion of the second program portion for display.

20. The method of claim 18 further comprising, during the third mode of operation, the

steps of:

19
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incrementing a‘ counter associated with the second demultiplexer based

upon a signal generated using a live feed of the multiplexed

packetized data stream as it is received at the first demultiplexer.

 
.,yr"“> :4:-
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21. A system comprising:

a first input node to receive a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries real-

time multimedia programs;

a first transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to" the first input

node to select packets of data having a predefined packet identifier and an

output to provide the select packets of data;

a storage device having a data port coupled to the output of the first transport

2 stream demultiplexer to receive the select packets, wherein the storage

device is to store the select packets;

a first clock recovery module having an input coupled to the first input node, and

an output, wherein the clock recovery module is to generate a clock at the

output based upon received timing information transmitted in packets of

the multiplexed packetized data stream before it is stored in the storage

device;

a decoder having a first input coupled to the output of the first clock recovery

system to receive the clock, a second input coupled the data port of the

storage device to receive the select packets, and anoutput to provide

decoded real-time data

22. The system of claim 21, wherein the first clock recovery module further generates

the clock based upon data transmitted in packets of a currently received multiplexed

 
packetized data stream.

23. The system of claim 21, wherein the first clock recovery module further generates-

the clock based upon multiplexed packetized data stream data stored in the storage

device.

24. The system of claim 21, wherein the decoder includes a video decoder.

25. The system of claim 24, wherein the decoder includes an audio decoder.

21
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26. The system of claim 21 further comprising:

a second transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the data port

of the storage device;

27. The system of claim 26 further comprising:

a second clock recovery module having an input coupled to the data port of the

storage device to allow STC setting based on a stored system time.

  
 ‘,_,.._,l,,:_...L_“E.....E,..M_,..,,_,,. -.-...-:..----.-...i..-.-..::....:.-...;=..--' ....,.X
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SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

Abstract Of The Disclosure

A multiplexed packetized data stream carrying real-time multimedia programs is

received at a first hardware demultiplexer. Based on a user input, a video and timing

portion of a program associated with the multiplexed packetized data stream can be

stored for subsequent display. One type of subsequent display is time shifted display,

where the stored portion of the program is played back while new portions of the

program are being stored. During time shifted play back, a second hardware

demultiplexer can be used, so that one demultiplexer stores new data and maintains a

current clock Value while the other decodes and displays the stored data.

23

LG Ex. 1002, pg 106



LG Ex. 1002, pg 107

4 - . '

D 0 ATIOOOO69

DE 1F“iti:)trlI:le:iyml:gcIliie\ieI:iloli‘] lIler'a:I:)l(i223::<(:)vic
FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN COMPLETE ,F KNOWN

PATENT APPLICATION A I’ ‘ N b

(37 CFR 1.63) Fi!Ii‘:igcla)t2ll(t)en um er
Group Art Unit

E Declaration Submitted with Initial Filing, OR
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Examiner Name

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that:

My residence, post office address, and citizenship are as stated below next to my name.
I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, first and joint
inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the
invention entitled:

SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

the specification of which:

|Z| is attached hereto.
|:| was file on (MM/DD/YYYY) as United States Application Number or PCT lntemational Application
Number and was amended on (MM/DD/YYYY) (ifapplicable).

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, including the
claims, as amended by any amendment specifically referred to above.
I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1.56.

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. 1 l9(a)—(d) or 365(b) ofany foreign application(s) for patent or inventor’s certificate, or 365(3)
of any PCT intemational application which designated at least one country other than the United States of America listed below and have also
identified below, by checking the box, any foreign application for patent or inventor’s certificate, or of any PCT international application having a
filing date before that of the application on which priority is claimed.
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I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. I l9(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below.

Application Number(s) Filing Data (MM/DD/YYYY)

I Additional provisional application numbers are listed on a supplemental priority data sheet PTO/SB/02B attached hereto.
 

I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 120 of any United States application(s), or 365(c) of any PCT international application designating the
United States of America, listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United
States or PCT lntemational application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of35 U.S.C. I I2, I acknowledge the duty to disclose
information which is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR l.56 which became available between the filing date ofthe prior application and
the national or PCT lntemational filing date ofthis application.

  

 

U.S. Parent Application or PCT Parent Filing Date ' Parent Patent Number
‘ Parent Number (MM/DD/YYYY) (if applicable)
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As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the following registered practitioner(s) to prosecute this application and to
transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith:

Rc8iS"a“°" Numb"ii Registration N'"“b°r
39,263 sally Daub 41.478

I Additional registered practitioner(s) named on supplemental Registered Practitioner lnforrnation sheet PTO/SB/02C attached hereto.
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P.O. Box 26503

Austin, Texas 78755-0503
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Facsimile: 512-336-9155
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information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that
willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001 and
that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon.
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E Additional inventors are being named on the supplemental Additional lnventor(s) sheet(s) PTO/SB/02A attached hereto. 
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Application No. Applicant(s)
  

  O9/707,060 KOVACEVIC. BRANKO

Office Action Summary Examine, Art Um,

Christopher O. Onuaku 2616

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). in no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely.
- If NO period for reply is specified above. the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed. may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)Ij Responsive to communication(s) filed on _.

2a)I:] This action is FINAL. 2b)IXI This action is non-final.

3)I:] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4)IXl Claim(s) 1;2_7_is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above claim(s) __ is/are withdrawn from consideration.

5)E] Claim(s) M) is/are allowed.

6)EI Claim(s) 1-17 and 21-27 is/are rejected.

7)l:| Claim(s) ____ is/are objected to.

8)D Claim(s)_j are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9)I:I The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

10)I:I The drawing(s) filed onj is/are: a)D accepted or b)[:] objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

11)[j The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)—(d) or (f).
a)I:| All b)U Some * c)I:I None of:

1.[:] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. .

3.l] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) E] Interview Summary (PTO-413)
2) El Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mall Date. :.
3) E Information Disclosure Statement(s) (pro-1449 or pro/se/oa) 5) I:I Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152)

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 3. 6) I____I Other: .
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) Office Action Summary PanIe€3aEe>iNEI.i3i33b£i<941 23
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Application/Control Number: 09/707,060 Page 2

Art Unit: 2616

DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by

another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent

granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2)
of such treaty in the English language.

2. Claims 21-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by

Morinaga et al (US 6,792,000).

Regarding claim 21, Morinaga et al disclose a data processing apparatus/method S

and a data recording medium that are capable of simultaneous recording and

reproducing of a digital satellite broadcast program, comprising:

a) a first input node to receive a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries

real-time multimedia programs (see Fig.1, antenna 11, tuner 12; co|.3, lines 4-12);

b) a first transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the first input

node to select packets of data having a predefined packet identifier and an output to

provide the select packets of data (see Fig.1, demultiplexer 18; col.3, line 13 to co|.4,

line 43); \

c) a storage device having a data port coupled to the output of the first transport

stream demultiplexer to receive the select packets, wherein the storage device is to
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store the select packets (see Fig.1; hard disk drive 15 which includes the hard disk 42;

co|.3, line 13 to co|.4, line 43);

d) a first clock recovery module having an input coupled to the first input node,

and an output, wherein the clock recovery module is to generate a clock at the output

based upon received timing information transmitted in packets of the multiplexed

packetized data stream before it is stored in the storage device (see time added by the

receiver 22 based on the clock generated by means of the cycle timer 27 to the TS

packet supplied from the PID parser 21, and supplies it to an input FIFO 23, wherein the

time stamp is synchronous with the clock generated by means of the cycle timer 27;

co|.4, lines 14-32); and

e) a decoder having a first input coupled to the output of the first clock recovery

system to receive the clock, a second input coupled to the data port of the storage

device to receive the select packets, and an output to provide decoded real-time data

(see AV decoder 19; hard disk drice 15, the cycle timer 2?; co|.3, line 50 to co|.4, line

43).

Regarding claim 22, Morinaga et al disclose wherein the first clock recovery

module further generates the clock based upon data transmitted in packets of a

currently received multiplexed packetized data stream (see cycle timer 27 of Fig.1;

co|.4, lines 13-32).
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Regarding claim 23, Morinaga et al disclose wherein the first clock recovery

module further generates the clock based upon multiplexed packetized data stream

data stored in the storage device (see cycle timer 27 of Fig.1; col.4, line 44 to co|.5, line

3).

Regarding claims 24&25, Morinaga et al disclose wherein the decoder includes a

video decoder and wherein the decoder includes an audio decoder (see AV decoder 19

of Fig.1; col.3, lines 54-65).

Regarding claim 26, Morinaga et al disclose a second transport stream

demultiplexer having an input coupled to the data port of the storage device (see

Fig.1&2; AV decoder 19 and hard disk drive 15 which includes the hard disk 42; co|.5,

lines 4-14), here examiner reads the processing of the TS packet reproduced from the

hard disk drive 15 by the AV decoder 19 as the ‘second’ decoder processing, because

the Av decoder 19 is adapted to process both the TS packet received from antenna 11

and tuner 12 and the TS packet reproduced from the hard disk drive 15.

Regarding claim 27, Morinaga et al disclose a second clock recovery module

havingan input coupled to the data port of the storage device to allow STC setting

based on the stored system time (see Fig.1&2, cycle timer 27; co|.5, line 44 to co|.5, line A

13), here during the reproduction process the cycle timer 27 performs the clocking and
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timing function as during the recording function, and this time the examiner reads the «

cycle timer 27 as the ‘second’ clock recovery module.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

4. Claims 1-13,15&16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Morinaga et al (US 6,792,000) in view of Fujinami et al (US 5,521,922).

I Regarding claim 1, Morinaga et al disclose a data processing apparatus/method

and a data recording medium that are capable of simultaneous recording and

reproducing of a digital satellite broadcast program, comprising the method comprising:

a) receiving a mnultiplexed packetized data stream that carries real-time

multimedia programs (see Fig.1, antenna 11, tuner 12; col.3, lines 4-12);

b) storing a first portion of the packetized data stream representing video data

and timing of a program (see Fig.1, hard disk drive 42; col.3, line 66 to col.4, line 43);

c) setting a system time indicator (clock) to a stored system time value, wherein

_ the stored system time_val_ue isbaseg onja portionjgf the timing data of the first portion

of the packetized data stream (see time added by the receiver 22 based on the clock

generated by means of the cycle timer 27 to the TS packet supplied from the PID parser
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21, and supplies it to an input FIFO 23, wherein the time stamp is synchronous with the

clock generated by means of the cycle timer 27; col.4, lines 14-32);

d) retrieving the video data of the first portion of the packetized data stream for

video decoding (see Fig.1, had disk controller 41; hard disk drive 42, AV decoder 19;

col.4, line 44 to col.5, line 13 and Fig.2; co|.10, lines 1-32);

e) storing a second portion of the packetized data stream representing video data

and timing data of the program (see Fig.1&2; col.9, lines 48-67).

Here, examiner reads the claimed first portion of the packetized data stream

representing the video data as that portion of the received data stream that has been

recorded and the second portion as that portion of the data stream that is yet to be

recorded in a data stream that is simultaneously being recorded and reproduced, as

Morinaga et al disclose.

Morinaga et al fail to explicitly disclose the method comprising incrementing the

system time indicator. Fujinami et al teach a data multiplexer adapted for reproducing

time-division multiplex data recorded on an optical disk or the like and separating the

same into video data and audio data, comprising the STC register 26 which counts 90-

kHz clock pulses outputted from the clock generator 27 (system time indicator) and

increments its storage value to generate an STC (system time clock) signal (see

Fig.1A&4A; co|.1, lines 55-64; co|.2, lines 35-42 and co|.6, line 61 to co|.7, line 6)

It would have been obvious to modify Morinaga et at by realizing Moronaga with

a system time clock, as taught by Fujinami, in order, for example, to provide the means
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to count the clock pulses outputted from the clock generator to increment the system

clock.

Regarding claim 2, the claimed limitations of claim 2 are accommodated in the

discussions of claim 1 above since in the processing of simultaneous recording and

reproducing of Morinaga, both audio (sound) and video (AV) and recorded and

reproduced (see co|.3, lines 54-65).

Regarding claim 3, Morinaga et al disclose the method comprising wherein the

multiplexed data stream is a multiplexed packetized data stream that substantially

meets an MPEG2 specifications (see co|.3, lines 60-65).

Regarding claim 4, Morinaga et al disclose the method comprising wherein the

the step of storing the first portion includes storing transport stream packets (see co|.9,

lines 48-67).

Regarding claim 5, Morinaga et al disclose the method comprising wherein the

step of storing the first portion includes the sub steps of determining transport stream

packets containing data associated with the program and storing the transport stream

packets containing data associated with the program after the step of determining (see

Fig.6A-6l, control data ; co|.10, lines 37-56).
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Regarding claim 6, Morinaga et al disclose the method comprising wherein the

step of storing the first portion includes storing packetized elementary stream (PES)

packets (see co|.9, lines 48-67), here examiner reads the transport stream (TS) packets

as PES packets.

Regarding claim 7, the claimed limitations of claim 7 are accommodated in the

discussions of claims 5&6 above.

Regarding claim 8, Morinaga et al disclose the method wherein the step of

storing the first portion of the transport stream includes the timing data including

synchronization information used for playing the program back at a real time program

bit-rate (see time stamp, col.4, lines 13-67 and co|.13, lines 6-11).

Regarding claim 9, Morinaga modified with the time counting (incrementing)

means of Fujinami, it would have been obvious that wherein the step of incrementing 6

the system time indicator includes incrementing the system time indicator based upon a

signal generated from multiplexed packetized data stream data received after the first

time since the recording and reproducing system of Morinaga processed received

multiplexed transport stream, and during the process of recording and reproducing

audio/video data stream, wherein the already recorded data stream is the first data, any

time increments would be based on the already recorded AV data, and also since the
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system of Morinaga would then be able to access the control data of the recorded AV

data.

Regarding claim 10, Moronaga discloses the method of decoding the video data

of the first portion to provide a decoded video stream (see Fig.1&2; AV decoder 19;

col.3, lines 60-65; coI.10, lines 21-26), here the resultant AV data from the AV decoder

16 are supplied to the monitor (not shown, thereby the image and sound (audio) of the

digital satellite broadcast program are reproduced (displayed) on the monitor).

Regarding claim 11, Morinaga et al disclose the method wherein the step of

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream and decoding the video data are

performed by an integrated semiconductoer device (MV Link-IC 16 and PHY-IC 17 of

Fig.1&2; c0|.3, lines 19-32).

Regarding claim 12, Morinaga et al disclose the method comprising the step of

providing the decoded video stream for display at a play back rate (see col.3, lines 60-

65; co|.10, lines 21-26).

Regarding claim 13, Morinaga et al disclose the method wherein the the play

back rate is a real time rate (see col.5, lines 58-63 and col.13 lines 6-12).
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Regarding claim 15, Morinaga et al disclose the method wherein the step of

providing the decoded video stream for display includes determining the playback rate

based upon timing data received from the multiplexed packetized data stream after the

first time (see co|.5, lines 58-63 and col.13 lines 6-12), here the play back rate is based

on the real time rate, since Morinaga is processing real time data stream.

Regarding claim 16, Morinaga et al disclose the method wherein the timing data

received from the multiplexed packetized data stream after the first time is associated

with a current real time data stream (see col.5, lines 58-63 and col.13 lines 6-12), here

the play back rate is based on the current real time rate, since Morinaga is processing

current real time data stream.

5. Claims 14&17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Morinaga et al in view of Fujinami et al and further in view of Barton et al (US

6,233,389).

Regarding claim 14, Morinaga and Fujinami disclose the method wherein the

providing the decoded video data for display includes determining the playback rate

based upon the clock recover data of the first portion (the recorded portion) of the

transport stream (see col.12, line 56 to col.13, 11).

Morinaga and Fujinami fail to explicitly disclose the method wherein the playback

rate will vary depending upon a rate at which the first portion (the recorded portion) of

the transport stream data is provided to a decoder during the decoding function.
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Barton et al teach time shifting of television broadcast signals, including the real

time capture, storage, and display of television broadcast signals wherein a user can be

watching one program while another stream is being stored (see co|.4, lines 15-23, and

wherein the stored program can be retrieved at a variable rate, including at a rate faster

than the stored rate (see co|.8, lines 19-38; col.9, lines 33-47). Playing back a stored

program at a variable rate provides the desirable advantage of providing special

reproduction capability to a playback system.

It would have been obvious to further modify Morinaga by realizing

Morinaga with variable reproduction capability, as taught by Barton, since this provides

the desirable advantage of providing special reproduction capability to a playback

system.

Regarding claim 17, Barton further teaches the method wherein the playback

rate is faster than a real time rate (see col.8, lines 19-38; col.9, lines 33-47.

‘ Allowable Subject Matter

6. Claims 18-20 are allowable over the prior art of record».

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject

matter:

Regarding claim 18, the invention relates to time shifting of video data, including

time shifting of digital video data.
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The closest references Morinaga et al (US 6,792,000) disclose a data processing

apparatus/method and a data recording medium that are capable of simultaneous

recording and reproducing of a digital satellite broadcast program, and

Fujinami et al (US 5,521,922) teach a data multiplexer adapted for reproducing time-

division multiplex data recorded on an optical disk or the like and separating the same

into video data and audio data.

However, Morinaga et al and Fujinami et al fail to explicitly disclose a method

comprising the steps of during a third mode of operation receiving the multiplexed

packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer, selecting the first program from the

multiplexed packetized data stream, storing a first program portion of the first program,

providing the first program portion to a second demultiplexer, selecting at the second

demultiplexer a video portion of the first program portion, decoding the video portion of

the first program portion for display, and storing a second program portion of the first

program simultaneous to the step of decoding.

Conclusion

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to

applicant's disclosure. Yoshio et al (US 5,936,925) teach a recording apparatus for

recording the information onto the information recording medium, and a reproducing

apparatus for reproducing the information from the information record medium.
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Ueki (US 6,751,170) teach an information-signal recording apparatus and an

information-signal reproducing apparatus, including an information-signal recording

medium.

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Christopher 0. Onuaku whose telephone number is

(703) 308-7555. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6:00.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

Acting supervisor, Thai Tran, can be reached on 703-305-4725. The fax phone number

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).
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IN THE CLAIMS:

Please amend claims 1, 2, 4-12, 14, 15, 18-21 and 26 as indicated in the following.

Claims Listing:

1. (Currently Amended) A method compfising :

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries real-time multimedia

programs;

during a first time:

storing a first portion of the packetized data stream representing Video data and timing

data of a program;

setting a system time indicator to a stored system time value, wherein the stored system

time value is based on a portion of the timing data of the first portion of the

packetized data stream;

during a second time:

incrementing the system time indicator;

retrieving the video data of the first portion of the packetized data stream for video

decoding; and

storing a second portion of the packetized data stream representing video data and timing

data of the program.

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein

the—s-tepetlstoring the first portion of the packetized data stream includes the first portion

of the packetized data stream representing audio data of the program;

the-stepetlstoring the second portion of the packetized data stream includes the second

portion of the packetized data stream representing audio data of the program;

the method further inc1uding;—the—stepef

during the second time;

the-step-eilaccessing the audio data of the first portion of the packetized data stream for

audio playback.

12/21/2004 oooo59o Resp to_NFOA 04l004.doc Page 2 of 11 u.s. App. No.:09/707,060 '
LG Ex. 1002, pg 139



LG Ex. 1002, pg 140

PATENT

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the multiplexed packetized data stream is a

multiplexed packetized data stream that substantially meets an MPEG2 specification.

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein thestep-etlstoring the first

portion includes storing transport stream packets.

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the-stepeilstoring the first

portion includes; the—sub—stepsef

determining transport stream packets containing data associated with the program; and

storing the transport stream packets containing data associated with the program after the

step of determining.

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein thestefreilstoring the first

portion includes storing packetized elementary stream (PES) packets.

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein  stofing the first

portion includes; 

determining transport stream packets containing data associated with the program; and

storing PES packets based upon the transport stream packets containing data associated

with the program after the step of determining.

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the-step-ef—storing the first

portion of the transport stream includes the timing data including synchronization information

used for playing the program back at a real time program bit-rate.

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein t-he-stepef—incrementing the

system time indicator includes incrementing the system time indicator based upon a signal

generated from multiplexed packetized data stream data received after the first time.

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising-the-step—ef:

decoding the video data of the first portion to provide a decoded video stream.
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l 1. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein  receiving a

multiplexed packetized data stream and decoding the video data are perfonned by an integrated

semiconductor device.

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10 further comprising-the-stepef:

providing the decoded video stream for display at a play back rate.

13. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein the play back rate is a real time rate.

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12. wherein  providing the

decoded video stream for display-includes determining the play back rate based upon clock

recovery data of the first portion of the transport stream, wherein the play back rate will

vawi depending upon a rate at which the first portion of the transport stream data is

provided to a decoder during the step of decoding.

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12 wherein the-step-etlproviding the

decoded video stream for display includes determining the play back rate based upon timing data

received from the multiplexed packetized data stream after the first time.

I

16. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein the timing data received from the

multiplexed packetized data stream after the first time is associated with a current real-time data

stream.

17. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the play back rate is faster than a real

time rate.

12/21/2004 0000690 Resp to NFOA 041004.doc Page 4 of 1 1 us. App. No.:09/707,060
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18. (Currently Amended) A method compfising :

determining a mode of operation;

' during a first mode of operation:

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream at a first demultiplexer;

selecting a first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

decoding a video portion of the first program for display;

' during a second mode of operation:

receiving the multiplexed packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer;

selecting the first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

storing the first program;

during a third mode of operation:

receiving the multiplexed packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer;

selecting the first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

storing a first program portion of the first program;

providing the first program portion to a second demultiplexer;

selecting at the second demultiplexer a video portion of the first program portion;

decoding the video portion of the first program portion for display; and

storing a second program portion of the first program simultaneous to the step of

decoding.

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 18, further comprising;

during the third mode ofoperation :

providing the second program portion to a second demultiplexer;

selecting at the second demultiplexer a video portion of the second program portion; and

decoding the video portion of the second program portion for display.

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 18 further comprising;[[,]]

during the third mode ofoperation :

incrementing a counter associated with the second demultiplexer based upon a signal

generated using a live feed of the multiplexed packetized data stream as it is

received at the first demultiplexer.
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21. (Currently Amended) A system comprising:

a first input node to receive a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries real-time

multimedia programs;

a first transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the first input node to

select packets of data having a predefined packet identifier and an output to

provide the select packets of data;

a storage device having a data port coupled to the output of the first transport stream

demultiplexer to receive the select packets, wherein the storage device is to store

the select packets;

a first clock recovery module having an input coupled to the first input node, and an

output, wherein the f1r:stclock recovery module is to generate a clock at the output

based upon received timing information transmitted in packets of the multiplexed

packetized data stream before it is stored in the storage device; and

a decoder having a first input coupled to the output of the first clock recovery system

module to receive the clock, a second input coupled the data port of the storage

device to receive the select packets, and an output to provide decoded real-time

data;

22. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the first clock recovery module further

generates the clock based upon data transmitted in packets of a currently received multiplexed

packetized data stream.

23. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the first clock recovery module further

generates the clock based upon multiplexed packetized data stream data stored in the storage

device.

24. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the decoder includes a video decoder.

25. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein the decoder includes an audio decoder.

26. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21 further comprising:

12/21/2004 0000590 Resp to NFOA 041004.doc Page 6 of 1 1 U.S. App. No.:09/707,060
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a second transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the data port of the

storage device;[[;]]

27. (Original) The system of claim 26 further comprising:

a second clock recovery module having an input coupled to the data port of the storage

device to allow STC setting based on a stored system time.
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REMARKS

The Office Action dated October 4, 2004 has been received and carefully considered.

Claims 1, 2, 4-12, 14, 15, 18-21 and 26 have been amended to address various inforrnalities and

to remove “step of’ phrasing. These amendments do not narrow the scopeof the claims.

Reconsideration of the outstanding rejections in the present application is respectfiilly requested

in view of the following remarks.

Allowability of Claims 18-20

The Applicant notes with appreciation the indication at page 11 of the Office Action that

claims 18-20 are allowed.

Anticipation Rejection of Claims 21-27

At page 2 of the Office Action, claims 21-27 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as

being anticipated by Morinaga (U.S. Patent No. 6,792,000). This rejection is respectfully

traversed.

Claim 21, from which claims 22-27 depend, recites, in part, the limitations of a first clock

recovery module having an input coupled to a first input node, and an output, wherein the first

clock recovery module is to generate a clock at the output based upon received timing

information transmitted in packets of a multiplexed packetized data stream before it is stored in a

storage device, and a decoder having a first input coupled to the output of the first clock recovery

module to receive the clock, a second input coupled the data port of the storage device to receive

the select packets, and an output to provide decoded real-time data. The Examiner asserts that

Figure 1 of Morinaga and the passages of Morinaga at col. 3, line 13 to col. 4, line 43, col. 4,

lines 14-32, and col. 3, line 50 to col. 4, line 43 disclose these limitations. Oflice Action, p. 3.

Specifically, the Examiner asserts that the limitations of the clock recovery module of claim 21

are anticipated as Morinaga allegedly discloses “time added by the receiver 22 based on the

clock generated by means of the cycle timer 27 to the TS packet supplied from the PID parser

21, and supplies it to an input FIFO 23, wherein the time stamp is synchronous with the clock

generated by means of the cycle timer 27.” Id. The Examiner also asserts that Morinaga

discloses the limitations of the decoder of claim 21 as Morinaga allegedly discloses an AV

‘ decoder 19, a hard disk driver 15 , and the cycle timer 27. Id.

12/21/2004 0000690 Resp to NFOA 04l004.doc Page 8 of 1 1 U.S. App. No.:09/707,060
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It is respectfully submitted that the cited passages of Morinaga do not disclose or suggest

a clock recovery module to generate a clock at its output based upon received timing information

transmitted in packets ofa multiplexedpacketized data stream as recited by claim 21. As

disclosed by Morinaga, “the cycle timer 27 supplies the clock having a predeterminedfrequency

to the receiver 22 and the transmitter 26, and the receiver 22 adds the time stamp that is

synchronous with the clock generated by means of the cycle timer 27 to the TS packet supplied

from the PID parser 21 and supplies it to the FIFO 23.” Morinaga, col. 4, lines 23-28. Thus,

Morinaga teaches that the cycle timer 27 has a predetermined frequency and therefore fails to

disclose or suggest that the cycle timer 27 bases its clock on timing information obtained from

the packetized data stream. This is collaborated by Figure l of Morinaga, which illustrates cycle

timer 27 without any inputs by which it could receive timing information from the received

transport stream output by the descrambler 13.

As Morinaga fails to disclose a clock recovery module having an output to provide a

clock based upon received timing information as recited by claim 21 , Morinaga necessarily fails

to disclose or suggest a decoder having a first input coupled to the output of such a clock

recovery module to receive such a clock as also recited by claim 21. As noted by Morinaga, the

cycle timer 27 (which the Examiner incorrectly equates to the clock recovery module of claim

21) ‘Tsupplies the clock having a predetermined frequency to the receiver 22 and the transmitter

26,” but, as illustrated by Figure 1 of Morinaga, the AV decoder 19 does not have an input

coupled to an output of the cycle timer 27. Accordingly, even if it is assumed, arguendo, that the

cycle timer 27 were analogous to the clock recovery module of claim 21, Morinaga fails to

disclose or suggest that the output of the cycle timer 27 is coupled to an input of the AV decoder

19 consistent with the limitations of claim 21.

Therefore, it is respectfully submitted that the Office Action fails to establish that

Morinaga discloses or suggests each and every limitation of claim 21, as well as each and every

limitation of claims 22-27 at least by virtue of their dependency from claim 21. Moreover, these

claims recite additional limitations neither disclosed nor suggested by the cited references. For

example, with regard to claim 26, the Examiner states that “the processing of the TS packet

reproduced from the hard disk driver 15 by the AV decoder [is read] as the ‘second’ decoder

processing, because the Av decoder 19 is adapted to process both the TS packet receiver from

antenna 11 and tuner 12 and the TS packet reproduced from the hard disk driver 15.” Office

12/21/2004 0000690 Resp to NFOA 041004.doc Page 9 of 1 1 U.S. App. No.:09/707,060
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Action, p. 4. However, the Applicant notes that claim 26 recites the limitations of “a second

transport stream multiplexer,” not a “second decoder” as inferred by the Examiner. It is

respectfully submitted that the Office Action fails to establish that Morinaga discloses a second

transport stream multiplexer as recited by claim 27.

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the anticipation rejection of

claims 21-27 is improper at this time and withdrawal of this rejection therefore is respectfully

requested.

Obviousness Rejection of Claims 1-17

At page 5 of the Office Action, claims 1-13, 15 and 16 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §

103(a) as being unpatentable over Morinaga in view of Fuj inami (U.S. Patent No. 5,521,922).

At page 10 of the Office Action, claims 14 and 17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as

being unpatentable over Morinaga in view of Fujinami and further in view of Barton (U.S. Patent

No. 6,233,389). These rejections are respectfully traversed.

Claim 1, from which claims 2-17 depend, recites, in part, the limitations of setting a

system time indicator to a stored system time value, wherein the stored system time value is

based on a portion of the timing data of a first portion of a packetized data stream. The

Examiner relies on the cycle timer 27 and the related passages of Morinaga as allegedly

disclosing these limitations. Oflice Action, p. 5-6. However, as similarly noted above, the

Applicant respectfully submits that Morinaga fails to disclose or suggest that the clock output by

the cycle timer 27 of Morinaga is based in any way on timing information received in the

transport stream output by the descrambler 13, much less that a system time indicator of

Morinaga is set to a stored system time value based on such timing infonnation. Although the

Office Action relies on Fuj inarni as disclosing the limitations of incrementing a system time

indicator and on Barton as disclosing the limitations of a variable playback rate, the Office

Action does not assert that either of Fujinami or Barton disclose or suggest the limitations of

setting a system time indicator to a stored system time value, wherein the stored system time

value is based on a portion of the timing data of a first portion of a packetized data stream as

recited by claim 1. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the Office Action fails to

establish that the proposed combinations of Morinaga, Fujinami and Barton disclose or suggest

each and every limitation of claim 1, as well as each and every limitation of claims 2-17 at least

12/21/2004 0000690 Resp to N1-‘OA 04l004.doc Page 10 of 1 1 U.S. App. No.:09/707,060
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by virtue of their dependency from claim 1. Moreover, these claims recite additional limitations

neither disclosed nor suggested by the cited references.

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfiilly submitted that the obviousness rejections of

claims 1-17 are improper at this time and withdrawal of these rejections therefore is respectfully

requested.

Conclusion

The Applicant respectfully submits that the present application is in condition for

allowance, and an early indication of the same is courteously solicited. The Examiner is

respectfully requested to contact the undersigned by telephone at the below listed telephone

number in order to expedite resolution of any issues and to expedite passage of the present

application to issue, if any comments, questions, or suggestions arise in connection with the

present application.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required, or

credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 50-0441.

Respectfully submitted,

2‘ 22 pm-..L¢, 2001/
Date yan S. Davidson, Reg. No. 51,596,

On Behalf Of

J. Gustav Larson, Reg. No. 39,263,

Attorney for Applicant

TOLER, LARSON & ABEL, L.L.P.

5000 Plaza On The Lake, Suite 265

Austin, Texas 78746

(512) 327-5515 (phone) (512) 327-5452 (fax)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

09/707,060 KOVACEVIC. BRANKO
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Christopher Onuaku 2616
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Application/Control Number: 09/707,060 . Page 2
Art Unit: 2616

DETAILED ACTION

Response to Arguments

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1—17&21-27 have been considered

but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC'§ 102

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent. published under section 122(b), by
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States

only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2)
of such treaty in the English language.

3. Claims 21-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Suzuki

(US 6,148,135).

Regarding claim 21, Suzuki discloses a video and audio synchronization

controller for decoding coded video and audio data and for synchronizing video data

with audio data and a video decoding device in the videoand audio reproducing device

for preventing the video buffer memory from becoming empty (underflow) or full

(overflow), comprising:
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a) a first input node to receive a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries

‘real-time multimedia programs (see Fig.4, video and audio separator 2 which receives

coded video and audio data 1; co|.8, lines 35-60);

b) a first transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the first input

node to select packets of data having a predefined packet identifier and an output to

provide the select packets of data (see Fig.4, video and audio separator 2 which

receives coded video and audio data co|.8, lines 35-60; and co|.9, lines 20-32), here

video and audio packets are disclosed and each packet has a frame header, and each

video and audio packet header includes vide presentation time stamp

c) a storage device having a data port coupled to the output of the first transport

stream demultiplexer to receive the select packets, wherein the storage device is to

store the select packets (see Fig.4; video buffer memory 45 and audio buffer memory

25; co|.8, line 61 to col.9, line 14);

d) a first clock recovery module having an input coupled to the first inputunode,

and an output, wherein the clock recovery module is to generate a clock at the output

I based upon received timing information transmitted in packets of the multiplexed

packetized data stream before it is stored in the storage device (see Fig.1; system

' counter 101; system clock reference 3 and system tine clock 102; co|.10. lines 6-55);

and

e) a decoder having a first input coupled to the output of the first clock recovery

system to receive the clock, a second input coupled to the data port of the storage
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device to receive the select packets, and an output to provide decoded real-time data

(see Fig.4; video decoder 50 and audio decoder 30; co|.8, line 61 to co|.9, line 14).

Regarding claim 22, Suzuki discloses wherein the first clock recovery module

A further generates the clock based upon data transmitted in packets of a currently

received multiplexed packetized data stream (see Fig.1; system time counter 101 and

system clock reference 3; co|.10, lines 6-55).

Regarding claim 23, Suzuki discloses wherein the first clock recovery module

further generates the clock based upon multiplexed packetized data stream data stored

in the storage device (see Fig.1; system time counter 101 and system clock reference

3; co|.10, lines 6-55), here the SCR 3, the video time stamp and the video data packet

are received by the video and audio separator 2 and stored in the video buffer memory,

for example.

Regarding claims 24&25, Suzuki discloses wherein the decoder includes a video

decoder and wherein the decoder includes an audio decoder (see Fig.; video decoder

50 and audio decoder 30; co|.8, line 61 to col.9, line 14).

Regarding claim 26, Suzuki discloses a second transport stream demultiplexer

having an input coupled to the data port of the storage device (see Fig.14; and audio

and video separator 2; video buffer memory 45 and audio buffer memory 25; co|.8, line
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36 to col.9, line 14) here Suzuki discloses that the receiver of Fig.4 can be used to

receive video and audio from satellite or cable communication lines, and in any of the

cases the audio and video separator 2 serves as a ‘second’ demultiplexer.

Regarding claim 27, Suzuki discloses a second clock recovery module having an

input coupled to the data port of the storage device to allow STC setting based on the

stored system time (see Fig.1, system time clock counter 101 and STC 102, wherein

the system time clock counter counts up the the updated system time clock (STC) 102

by setting to the count of the system clock reference 3 which is inckuded in the header

of the video frame; co|.10, lines 32-55).

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

5. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Suzuki (US 6,148,135).

Regarding claim 1, Suzuki discloses a video and audio synchronization controller

for decoding coded video and audio data and for synchronizing video data with audio

data and a video decoding device in the video and audio reproducing device for
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preventing the video buffer memory from becoming empty (underflow) or full (overflow),

comprising the method of:

a) receiving a mnultiplexed packetized data stream that carries real-time

multimedia programs (see Fig.4 which is used as a receiver that receives video and

audio data pasckets; co|.8, lines 49-60);

b) storing a first portion of the packetized data stream representingvideo data

and timing of a program (see Fig.4, video buffer memory 45; co|.8, lines 61-67), here

video buffer memory stores the received video data;

c) setting a system time indicator (clock) to a stored system time value, wherein

the stored system time value is based on a portion of the timing data of the first portion

of the packetized data stream (see Fig.1, selector 110, system time counter 101, video

synchronization comparator 109 and audio synchronization comparator 103; co|.10,

lines 6-23), here the selector 110 selects either the system clock reference (SCR) 3 or

the delayed video time stamp (V-TS) 49. The system time counter sets the timing

according to the output from the selector 110, counts the clocks, and generates and

outputs the system time clock (STC) 102;

. d) incrementing the system time indicator (see co|.10, lines 33-55), here selector

"110, selects SCR 3 and updates system time counter 101 by the count of the system

clock reference 3. The system clock reference 3 is contained in the headers of the

respective frames in the coded video and audio data, and is a reference clock

transmitted from the transmitting terminal to provide the system with the absolute time

periodically;
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d) retrieving the video data of the first portion of the packetized data stream for

video decoding (see Fig.4, co|.8, line 61 to co|.9, line 3), here the coded video data 41

and video time stamp 42, stored in the video buffer memory 45, are output from the

video buffer memory 45 to the video decoder 50, and in col.11, lines 10-48, the

decoding process is detailed.

Suzuki fails to explicitly disclose storing a second portion of the packetized data

stream representing video data and timing data of the program, which examiner reads

as the output of the video decoder 50 of Fig.4. Official Notice is taken that it would have

been obvious to modify Suzuki by adding a storage means to Suzuki in order to store

the decoded video and timing data output of the video decoder 50

Regarding claim 2, Suzuki discloses the method wherein:

a) storing the first portion of the packetized data stream includes the first portion

of the packetized data stream representing audio data of the program (Fig.4; audio

buffer memory 25; co|.9, lines 4-14);

b) as discussed in claim 1 above, Suzuki fails to explicit disclose storing the

second portion of the packetized data stream includes the second portion of the

pascketized data stream representing audio data of the program. Official Notice is taken

that it would have been obvious to modify Suzuki by adding a storage means to Suzuki

in order to store the decoded audio and timing data output of the audio decoder 30.

Suzuki further discloses accessing the audio data of the first portion of the

packetized data stream for audio playback (see Fig.4, audio buffer memory 25 and
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audio decoder 30 and delayed coded audio data 28 which is retrieved (played back)

from the audio buffer memory 25 and output to the audio decoder 30; col.9, lines 4-14)

Regarding claim 3, Suzuki discloses the method comprising wherein the

multiplexed data stream is a multiplexed packetized data stream that substantially

meets an MPEG2 specifications (see co|.3. lines 34-42; and col.8, lines 12-13).

Regarding claim 4, Suzuki discloses the method comprising wherein the step of

storing the first portion includes storing transport stream packets (see co|.3, lines 34-42;

and co|.9, lines 20-32).

Regarding claim 5, Suzuki discloses the method comprising wherein the step of

storing the first portion includes the sub steps of determining transport stream packets

containing data associated with the program and storing the transport stream packets

containing data associated with the program after the step of determining (see Fig.4,

audio and video separator 2, and video time stamp; col.8, lines 49-67).

Regarding claim 6, Suzki disclose the method comprising wherein the step of

storing the first portion includes storing packetized elementary stream (PES) packets

(see col.3, lines 34-42 and co|.9, lines 20-32), here examiner reads MPEG coded video

signal stream and video and audio packets as PES packets.
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Regarding claim 7, the claimed limitations of claim 7 are accommodated in the

discussions of claims 5&6 above.

Regarding claim 8, Suzuki discloses the method wherein the step of storing the

first portion of the transport stream includes the timing data including synchronization

information used for playing the program back at a real time program bit-rate (see video

and audio time co|.12, line 42 to col.13,‘ line 8).

Regarding claim 9, Suzuki discloses wherein incrementing the system time’

indicator includes incrementing the system time indicator based upon a signal

generated from multiplexed packetized data stream data received after the first time

(see Fig.1; selector 110, system clock reference 3 and system time counter 101; co|.10,

lines 33-55), here the selector 110 selects the system clock reference, and updates the

system time counter 101 by the count of the system clock reference 3.

Regarding claim 10‘, Suzuki discloses the method of decoding the video data of

the first portion to provide a decoded video stream (see Fig.4; video decoder 50; col.8,

line 61 to co|.9, line 3).

6. Claims 11-13,15&16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Suzuki in view of Morinaga et al (US 6,792,000).
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Regarding claim 11, Suzuki fails to explicitly disclose the method wherein

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream and decoding the video data are

performed by an integrated semiconductor device. Morinaga et al teach a data

processing apparatus/method and a data recording medium that are capable of

simultaneous recording and reproducing of a digital satellite. broadcast program,

wherein when the received transport stream is to be reproduced, the switch 31 selects

the received transport stream from among two transports supplied thereto and supplies

it to an MVLink-IC (MVLink-|C integrated circuit 16. The MVLink-IC16 subjects the link

layer processing to the output transport stream, and supplies it to PHY—lC 17.

Othen/vise, the MVLink-IC supplies the output transport stream to a DEMUX 18 (see

Fig..1;(MV Link-IC 16 and PHY-IC 17 of Fig.1&2; col.3, lines 19-32). It would have been

obvious to modify Suzuki by rea|izing.Suzuki with an integrated semiconductor device,

as taught by Morinaga, since this provides the desirable advantage of receiving and

decoding packetized data stream using an integrated semiconductor device, as an

alternate means of receiving and decoding packetized data stream.

Regarding claim 12,.Morinaga et al further disclose the method comprising

providing the decoded video stream for display at a play back rate (see col.3, lines 60-

65; col.10, lines 21-26).

Regarding claim 13, Morinaga et al further disclose the method wherein the play

back rate is a real time rate (see col.5, lines 58-63 and co|.13 lines 6-12).
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Regarding claim 15, Morinaga et al further disclose the method wherein providing

the decoded video stream for display includes determining the playback rate based

upon timing data received from the multiplexed packetized data stream after the first

time (see co|.5, lines 58-63 and co|.13 lines 6-12), here the play back rate is based on

the real time rate, since Morinaga is processing real time data stream.

Regarding claim 16, Morinaga et al further disclose the method wherein the

timing data received from the multiplexed packetized data stream after the first time is

associated with a current real time data stream (see co|.5, lines 58-63 and co|.13 lines

6-12), here the play back rate is based on the current real time rate, since Morinaga is

processing current real time data stream.

7. Claims 14&17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Suzuki in view of Morinaga et al and further in view of Barton et al (US 6,233,389).

Regarding claim 14, Suzuki and Morinaga disclose the method wherein the

providing the decoded video data for display includes determining the playback rate

based upon the clock recover data of the first portion (the recorded portion) of the

transport stream (see Morinaga co|.12, line 56 to co|.13, 11).

Suzuki and Morinaga fail to explicitly disclose the method wherein the playback

rate will vary depending upon a rate at which the first portion (the recorded portion) of

the transport stream data is provided to a decoder during the decoding function.
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Barton et al teach time shifting of television broadcast signals, including the real

time capture, storage, and display of television broadcast signals wherein a user can be

watching one program while another stream is being stored (see co|.4, lines 15-23, and

wherein the stored program can be retrieved at a variable rate, including at a rate faster

than the stored rate (see col.8, lines 19-38; col.9, lines 33-47). Playing back a stored

program at a variable rate provides the desirable advantage of providing special

reproduction capability to a playback system.

It would have been obvious to further modify Suzuki by realizing Suzuki

with variable reproduction capability, as taught by Barton, since this provides the

desirable advantage of providing special reproduction capability to a playback system.

Regarding claim 17, Barton further teaches the method wherein the playback

rate is faster than a real time rate (see co|.8, lines 19-38; co|.9, lines 33-47.

Allowable Subject Matter

8. Claims 18-20 are allowable over the prior art of record.

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject

matter:

Regarding claim 18, the invention relates to time shifting of video data, including

time shifting of digital video data.

The closest references Suzuki (US 6,148,135) discloses a video and audio

synchronization controller for decoding coded video and audio data and for
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synchronizing video data with audio data and a video decoding device in the video and

audio reproducing device for preventing the video buffer memory from becoming empty

(underflow) or full (overflow), and Morinaga et al (US 6,792,000) disclose a data

processing apparatus/method and a data recording medium that are capable of

simultaneous recording and reproducing of a digital satellite broadcast program.

However, Suzuki and Morinaga et al fail to explicitly disclose a method

comprising the steps of during a third mode of operation receiving the multiplexed

packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer, selecting the first program from the

multiplexed packetized data stream, storing a first program portion of the first program,

providing the first program portion to a second demultiplexer, selecting at the second

demultiplexer a video portion of the first program portion, decoding the video portion of

the first program portion for display, and storing a second program portion of the first

program simultaneous to the step of decoding.

Conclusion

' 10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Christopher 0. Qnuaku whose telephone number is

(703) 308-7555. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6:00.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's

Acting supervisor, Thai Tran, can be reached on 703-305-4725. The fax phone number

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).

A/0%”

6/10/05. , _" . W
James J. Grundy

Supervisory Patent Examiner
Art Unit 26% 2w9
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SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

Field Of The Invention

The present invention relates generally to time shifting of video data, and more

specifically to time shifting of digital video data.

Background Of The Invention

Systems for time shifling a viewed program are known in the industry. For

example, if a viewer is interrupted by a phone call during a television program, the

program can be recorded for a few minutes and then played back from the point of

interruption while addition video information is continually recorded. One prior art

method of accomplishing time shifting is to capture the rendered video signal. When the

rendered signal is an analog signal it is digitized and stored. When the rendered signal is

a digital signal it can be captured directly. Once captured, the rendered digital data can

be stored directly. A digital signal stored directly can require a large amount of storage

space, even when only a few minutes of video are captured. The digital signal can be

compressed to reduce the amount of storage space required. However, compressing a

video signal requires additional processing power, resulting in additional costs.

As the use of digital video data becomes increasingly common, a method and

apparatus for time shifting a digital program that is more efficientthan those known in art

would be advantageous. One known method to provide digital video data is to provide

the data using a specific protocol that has the ability to transmit the digital video data in a

compressed format. An example of one such format is known as MPEG-2, and has been

approved by the lntemational Organization for Standards (ISO) Moving Pictures Experts

Group (MPEG group). MPEG-2 is a versatile communication standard that gives

theoretical explanations needed to implement an MPEG-2 decoder through the syntax

and semantics of coded bit-streams. MPEG-2 is an open standard and continues to
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evolve and be applied to a wide variety of applications ranging from video conferencing

to High Definition Television (HDTV). The MPEG-2. standard, as a generic and open

standard, is intended for variety of audio/video coding applications. /

One method of transporting large amounts of various types of transport stream

data is to use a multiplexed packetized, data stream capable of carrying real-time 

_ multimedia programs. One example of a multiplexed packetized data stream is described}.__.q'4"”"—"—2_°

in" the standard ISO/IEC 13818-1 and will be referred to as a transport stream. Transport

streams generally offer robustness for noisy channels and can carrymultiple programs

(like multiple TV services) within the same multiplex. The transport stream is based on

188 byte long packets that are well suited for hardware error correction and processing

schemes needed in noisy environments, such as coaxial cable television networks and

satellite transponders. Such a transport stream facilitates fast program access, channel

hopping and synchronization between multiple programs within the transport stream.

A transport stream consists of fixed length packets based on 4 bytes of header

followed by 184 bytes of data payload, where data payload is obtained by partitioning

larger data blocks. For example, an elementary stream (BS) is a set of data generally

consisting of compressed data from a single source, such as a video or audio source, with

some additional ancillary data for identification, characterization and synchronization.

ES streams are first packetized into either constant length or variable length Packetized

Elementary Stream packets (PES packets) consisting of a__h_e_a_cLer_and payload. Each PES

packet header starts with start code (oxOOO00l) followed with the stream_id byte

identifying type of ES underneath.

PES packets from various elementary streams are merged together to form a

program (service) with its own system time clock (STC). All ES component streams

within one program are synchronized have periodic PTS stamps corresponding to the

STC counter to indicate the proper timing for each ES.

The relativelylong and most, often variable length PES packets are further

packetized into shorter TS packets having a constant size of 188 bytes. A small and

constant TS packet size makes error recovery easier and faster. Usually, the transport
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stream carries several programs, each with its own STC. Each TS packet consists of a TS

Packet header with optional Adaptation Field followed by useful data payload containing

portion of a PBS packet. The TS header consists of a sync byte, flags, indicators

information for error detection and timing and Packet_ID (PID) field used to identify

elementary stream carried underneath of a PBS packet. In addition to identifying specific

elementary streams, one PID-is used to identify a program specific Information (PSI)

table data.

Each TS PSI table is sent in sections, usually occupying one or more TS packets.

Four types of PS1 tables exist: 1) Program Association Table (PAT) listing unique

program__number (as an identifier of each program in one multiplex) and PID of the PMT

table; 2) Program Map Table (PMT) listing PIDs of all component streams making a

given program. PMT may be constructed for each program separately or be common for

a group of programs; 3) Conditional Access Table (CAT) identifying PID of Entitlement

Management Messages and ID of used conditional access system if any scrambling of TS

or PES packets is done; 4) Private Table carrying Network Information Table (NIT) or

private data.

The Hierarchical structure which exists between ES streams, PBS and TP packets

is illustrated in prior art Figure‘ 1-4.

A method and apparatus for efficient time shifting of multiplexed packetized data

streams, such as a packet stream, would be advantageous.
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Brief Descri tion Of The Drawin s 

Figures 1-4 illustrate various information associated with an MPEG transport

stream of the prior art.

Figure 5 illustrates in graphical form a time line indicating various modes of

operation in accordance with the present invention;

Figure 6 illustrates in block diagram form a specific embodiment of a system

having to digital transport stream receivers in accordance with the present invention.
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Detailed Descri tion Of The Drawin s 

A specific method and apparatus is disclosed describing a time shifting technique.

In one embodiment, the disclosed time shifting technique can be based upon a hardware

transport stream demultiplexer that interfaces to a transport stream. The hardware

demultiplexer application assists in the extraction and parsing of a multiplexed

packetized data stream, such as a MPEG-2 Transport Stream (TS) multiplex. One such

hardware demultiplexer is disclosed in pending patent application (990135), which is

hereby incorporated herein by‘ reference. The disclosed hardware transport core is used

to filter component streams into 15 memory ring buffers, one allocated in the frame

memory for the dedicated MPEG-2 video decoder and others in the system memory for

the dedicated software parser. It can demultiplex the most frequent transport packets of

video stream into an Elementary Stream (ES) by monitoring the first packet identifier

(PID) of each TS packet. This flexible filter can be set to extract private data from the

adaptation field (AF) or from the PES packet header. Thirty-one other PlDs can be

simply filtered and routed to a common (joint) or individual memory buffers for

subsequent software processing on the host processor. The basic idea of a time shifiing

is shown in Figure 5.

Figure 5 illustrates three functions performed by a time shifting system.- A first

function is to receive a live broadcast stream 510. According to the graph of Figure 5,

the live broadcast stream is continuously received during the time represented in Figure

5.

A second function of a time shifting system is to record a specific program after a

user activates the time shifting feature. Vector 520 of Figure 5 indicates when a specific

program is being recorded by the time shifting system.

A third function of the time shifting system is to display the specific program.

Vector 530 of Figure 5 indicates when a specific program is being played back.

Specifically, vector portion 531 represents the time where the program is being displayed

directly from the live broadcast stream. Vector portion 532 represents the time that the

user is unable to view the program, i.e. the user is away from the television. Therefore, in
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A one embodiment, during this time no program is displayed. In an alternate embodiment,

the live feed can continue to be displayed, even though the program is being recorded.

Vector 533 represents the time during which the time-shifted program, which has

been stored, is being replayed at a normal‘ playback rate. Note that during this time, the

live program feed continues to be recorded for future time shifted play back.

Vector 534 represents a time during which the time shifted program is being

replayed at a faster than normal replay rate. By being able to playback at a faster than

normal rate, it is possible to catch-up to the live broadcast stream. A

The receive-only mode of vector 31 represents where the digital transport stream

receiver (DTSR) is receiving a live broadcast and demultiplexing one program of a

plurality of programs available in the live broadcast stream. This will be referred to as.

Transparent Mode indicating the transport stream is accessed immediately and not

saved. Therefore, from the point of view of digital storage media (DSM), the received

data is transparent.

Note that the PAT table is constantly acquired, in transparent mode, and other

modes, so that version number change or PMT table PID change for a currently viewed

program can be detected. If such a change occurs during the live broadcast of a program,

PIDs will "be reprogrammed for video and splicing with be handled.

A Continuous Time Shifting Mode occurs during vectors 532-534. Continuous

time shifting mode occurs when time shifting is selected by the viewer to store part or all

of a program for later viewing after a short or long intermission. During continuous time

shifiing mode, a selected program from a given multiplex is received and stored on a hard

disk, or other storage media, in the form of full transport stream packets or PES packets.

A Part-Time Time-Shifting Mode, when selected by the viewer, allows for

replay of a time shifted program or fast forward (FF) replay of a time shifted program at

user defined FF speed. In Figure 5 this is represented as vectors 533 and 534. In a
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specific embodiment discussed herein, this time-shifting mode is the most demanding

mode of the 3 described modes because: the host CPU system is receiving and storing a

real time event; at the same time, the host CPU is retrieving saved stream data from the

disk; simultaneously with first two operations, the host CPU is performing transport

stream de-multiplexing of video, audio, private and PSI/SI data on a host CPU; and at the

same time the host CPU is restoring PCR/PTS time-base information as described later.

For some digital television applications, time-shifting may be considered a peak

event that occurs sometimes or occasionally. However, some users may depend on it all

the time, up to the end of the current program once it was started. For those users, typical

operating state of the system is time shifting, de-coupled from the live stream. Time

shifting of the digital transport stream should offer the same quality as from the live

broadcast (source stream).

Systems suitable for time-shifting need to simultaneously receive and decode a

transport stream and handle incoming source stream (to process all PSI and SI data) and

record incoming source stream as a full entity or just its one program. Time shifting

allows the viewer to step away from the TV monitor without missing any of the program

parts. One embodiment of time shifting includes storing all transport packets received on ' V

the transport stream. Another embodiment of time shifting that is more efficient

includes: 1) selectingjust the transport packets of interest (PSI, SI, video, audio and data

packets) that constitute one program-event to minimize the bit-rate of the recorded

stream, to minimize the bandwidth through the host bus interface unit, and to minimize

hard disk head movement (if any); 2) increasing the amount of storage and useful life of

the hard disk; and 3) ‘assuring that the amount of data that needs to be processed by the

host processor is received and stored as: transport stream packets; PES packets of video,

audio, data, PSI and SI content, de-multiplexed transport; or PBS packets of video and

audio and bus master compressed video into the video bit-stream buffer of the MPEG

video decoding device.
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Selectioniof just one time shifted program reduces the potentially high bit-rate of

a transport stream multiplex to a manageable size, suitable for storage on current 10GB

hard disk units (two hours of 1OMbps stream). ‘Obviously, a large disk drive is needed to

allow any reasonable length of time shifting. In time shifting’ mode where time shifted

material is simultaneously received and stored, the bit-rate of the host bus-interface unit

(HBIU) needs to be double a system where the HBIU is only responsible for playing a

single program stream. Generally the bandwidth needed is calculated to be

approximately 20Mbps instead l0Mbps.

Because closed or proprietary systems, such. as set-top boxes, usually do not share

the hard disk drive with other systems, very specialized disk drives for audio-video

applications with specialized interfaces can be used. Hard drive features that would be

advantageous include: 1) Increasing access speeds and sustained sequence transfers in

two directions; 2) Having deferred re-calibration of drive heads to prevent glitches or

latencies during playback; 3) Having head offsets to prevent losing a revolution when

going from side to side on a platter; 4) Supporting on the fly error correction; and 5)

Having embedded multi-disk drive units that decrease access latencies.

The operating system can play a significant role in the efficient use of the drive by

accessing most frequent video data in large blocks and decreasing seek time. Generally,

larger read/write blocks increase efficiency of data storage and retrieval. Sometimes they

can cause unwanted glitches by increasing latency during access.

The first time shifting mode of operation is a receive-only mode. During receive-

only mode of operation a master digital time shifting receiver (DTSR) 610, of Figure 6, is

programmed to receive and parse transport stream packets matching video and PCR

PIDs. A host CPU 632 is assisting MPEG-2 clock recovery, and the same recovered

clock data is supplying Master DTSR 610 and the Secondary DTSR 620. In one

embodiment, the recovered clock is provided to the secondary DTSR 620 registers

through the use of the system memory controller 630. Also, the Master DTSR 610 is

programmed to perform PID filtering of audio, private, and PSI/SI PIDs programmed in

the auxiliary PID registers. Secondary DTSR 620 is programmed for PID filtering
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operations on Video PID programmed on a first auxiliary PID register. However, since

the receiver is in receive-only mode, the video transport packets in the ring buffer 624 are

disregarded. The clock recovery algorithm is suppressed on the secondary DTSR 620.

Only STC of the slave DTSR is set upon the charmel change. Host CPU 632 performs
5 PES parsing of audio transport stream packets, decode and presentation of audio frames

(on AC-97 codec or wave device), and continuous parsing and data processing of PSI

sections monitoring real-time events like PID change, PCR discontinuity or splicing of

faudio stream. This activity by the host CPU 632 is part of the normal receive only mode . I

of operation where a specified channel is being decoded and displayed. Specific systems

I0 and methods for supporting these processes are described in the patent application

already incorporated by reference.

When in continuous time-shifting mode of operation, the host CPU 632 perfonns

additional processing including: retrieval; multiplexing; time base corrections; storage of

video audio, private and PSI/SI transport stream packets from multiple buffers 614

allocated in the memory space of the host CPU. In one embodiment, however, the master
_. LII

DTSR 620 is used to decode and display video stream as describe previously with

reference to receive only mode. Transport packets from a common program are retrieved

from the buffer 614 and provided to a digital storage media circular file system in a

multiplexed manner. Multiplexing is performed by inserting audio, video, private, and

20 PSI/SI transport stream packets to satisfy a group of relevant criteria.

Fundamental functions performed during continuous digital time shifting include:

1) Preserving of original ES_rate of each component stream; 2) Limiting PCR jitter of

newly created single program multiplex; 3) Preserving VBV__delay value (the number of

periods of a 9OKHz clock derived from the 27MHz system clock that the VBV shall wait

25 after receiving the final byte of the picture start code before decoding the picture) to

insure non-interrupted MPEG video decode after initial VBV_delay time in constant bit-

rate (CBR) stream environments; 4) Preventing underflow or overflow of elementary

stream decoder buffers in accordance with the T_STD model defined in ISO/IEC 13818-l

standard; 5) providing PID values in the video or audio TS packets that were originally

30 defined in the PMT section to be a video or audio PIDs. Alternatively, a new artificial

l0
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PCR stream can be separately created and injected as TS PCR packets at the rate of at

least 10 times per second to create a new time base for decimated, time-shifted stream

stored on the DSM. Whereby, the original PAT transport packet is modified or a new

PAT packet is inserted into the stream instead" of the original PAT section to indicate a '

single program only whose PMT section indicates video, audio, PCR and other PII) that

carry subtitles, program descriptions, etc. As a stable clock source, STC of the Master

DTSR is used to measure elapsed time between two PCR samples; 6) Providing PTS

values in the video, audio or private data streams by using STC of the Master DTSR as

elapsed time counter; and 7) Initializing STC of the playback DTSR device to a first

available PCR value encoded in the stream saved on DSM media, immediately after

channel change.

While in "part-time digital time-shifting mode, the host CPU 632 perfonns some

additional processing like retrieval and de-multiplexing of the single program transport

stream created in continuous ‘time digital time-shifting mode during a storage process.

Generally, the playback of the stored program is combined with continued transport

stream de-multiplexing and recording of the real-time transport stream. Such a mode of

operation is the most intensive mode of operation because the host CPU 632 must.

create/store a multiplexed single program transport stream from a continued reception of

a live broadcast; and retrieve and de-multiplex saved content from a digital storage media -

while performing transport stream de-multiplexing, audio decode, and bus mastering

elementary stream video to the MPEG video decoder.

In one implementation, an MPEG decoder associated with the Master DTSR 610

is used to decode and display a video stream from a DSM media and receive private data,

and PSI/SI sections from a live broadcast. In such a case, a video PID of the Master

DTSR 610 is disabled, while video data with its PTS information is fed directly to the

MPEG decoder using the system memory controller 630. However, PCR PID is

programmed on a Master DTSR so that MPEG clock recovery continues from a live

transport stream feed and is supplied to the STC counters of both the master DTSR 610

and the second DTSR 620. In one implementation, only the video PID is programmed

into the Slave DTSR for retrieving live video stream and sending it to circular buffer on
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the host .system in the form of a fiill MPEG-2- transport stream packets, while the Master

DTSR is used to buffer the non-video components of a specific program.

In another embodiment, a different partition of the software tasks is possible on

the host CPU. 632 to achieve all three modes of a digital time shifting. In the second

embodiment, a first DTSR is used as a combo video-PCR only device, either to receive

and decode video from a live broadcast or from a DSM media. The PCR PID of the first

DTSR is programmed always to match live broadcast, and full clock recovery is done by

the first DTSR. A second DTSR can be used in all 3 modes to receive video, audio,

private data and PSI/SI sections, all utilizing auxiliary PID filters and received as full

MPEG-2 transport packets arriving in the single memory queue. This way, the temporal

order of a stream and validity of the T-STD decoder model is inherently preserved. Also,

the amount of the host DRAM memory required for queue allocation is less than in the

first case. In both embodiments, a quality digital stream time shifting at the transport

packet level is achieved.

In yet another operating mode, a different partition of the software tasks is

possible on the host CPU 632 to achieve all three modes of digital time shifting by

storing PES layers as a basic format of the audio/video -data saved on a DSM. In PES

operating mode, two hardware embodiments are possible, the same as in TP operating

mode.

In a first hardware embodiment, the first DTSM is used as a combo device, to

achieve playback of live or stored MPEG video and reception of audio, private & PSI/SI

content. The second device is used only to receive and de-multiplex MPEG-2 video

transport stream and retrieve MPEG-2 elementary stream from a live broadcast. Upon

retrieval of BS video, PES packets are formed and stored on the DSM media.

In the second hardware embodiment, the first DTSM is used as a combo video-

PCR only device, either to receive and decode video from a live broadcast or from a

DSM media. The PCR PID is programmed always to match live broadcast, and full clock

recovery is done by the first DTSR. A second DTSR is used in all 3 time-shifiing modes

to receive audio, private data, PSI/SI sections, by utilizing auxiliary PID filters to-store

l2
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the transport packets to a single memory queue. That way, a temporal order of a stream

and validity of T-STD decoder model is already preserved.

In yet another time shifting embodiment, the video is de-multiplexed to the level

of elementary stream and stored at the ‘bit-stream buffer of the MPEG video decoder

physically allocated in the frame memory. The MPEG video stream is then retrieved from

this buffer by a software processing thread running on a host CPU. Every time a picture

start code is found in the video bit-stream buffer, a full compressed MPEG picture, in the

form of elementary stream, is sent to the system memory buffer by DMA. One such

method is disclosed in patent application (990135) which is hereby incorporated herein
by reference.

Before storing the full compressed MPEG picture in the DSM, a PBS packet

header is added. The audio stream, is de-multiplexed and decoded by the host CPU. In a

similar fashion as the video, prior to audio decoding, the audio frames are packetized into

PBS packets. Essential information from the PSI/SI/private data tables is decoded and

stored in a pure source form on a DSM. This way, further reduction of the host DRAM

memory requirements for queue allocation and memory on the DSM media is reduced.

An advantage of this mode is reduction of CPU cycles needed for A/V playback of

stored data due to the PES format of audio/video data. PES de-multiplexing is done in

place, passing pointers to the payload of PBS packets that contain video or audio frames,

other implementations required they be sent by DMA to the video decoder before they

were decoded on host CPU (MPEG or AC-3 audio). As a result, the host CPU doesn’t

move any raw audio or video data, and host CPU utilization is reduced in order of

magnitude compared to TS playback operating mode.

In the foregoing specification, the invention has been described with reference to

specific embodiments. However, one of ordinary skill in the art appreciates that various

modifications and changes can be made without departing from the scope of the present
invention as set forth in the claims below. For example, the specific time-shifting

implementation has been described as with reference to a specific transport stream

demultiplexer, and described in a previous applications which have been incorporated by

l3
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reference. Different transport stream demultiplexers and method of implementing

specific aspects of the present invention can be used as well. Likewise, specific partitions

between hardware and software implementions have been described, which can vary

depending upon the implemented demultiplexer. For example, the video stream parser

can be designed to support routing the parsed video data to a circular buffer that is

accessible by the system memory controller. Accordingly, the specification and figures

are to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense, and all such

modifications are intended to be included within the scope of present invention. _ In the

claims, means-plus—function clause(s), if any, cover the structures described herein that

perfonn the recited function(s). The mean-plus-function clause(s) also cover structural

equivalents and equivalent structures that perform the recited function(s). Benefits, other

advantages, and solutions to problems have been described above with regard to specific

embodiments. However, the benefits, advantages, solutions to problems, and any

element(s) that may cause any benefit, advantage, or solution to occur or become more

pronounced are not to be construed as a critical, required, or essential feature or element

of any or all the claims.
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IN THE CLAIMS:

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and fisfings, ofdaims in the

application:

Claims Listing:

1. (Previously Presented) A method comprising:

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries real-time multimedia

‘ programs;

. during a fizst time: _

storing a first portion ofthe packetized data stream representing video data and timing

data ofa program;

setting a system time indicator to a stored system time value, wherein the stored system

time value is based on a portion ofthe timing data ofthe first portion ofthe

packetized data stream;

during a second time:

incrementing the system time indicator; _

retrieving the video data ofthe first portion ofthe packetized data stream for video

decoding; and

storing a second portion ofthe packetized data stream representing video data and timing

data of the program.

2. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 1, wherein

storing the first portion of the packetized data stream includes the first portion ofthe

packetized data stream representing audio data ofthe program;

storing the second portion ofthe paoketized data stream includes the second portion of

the packetized data stream representing audio data ofthe program;

the method further including:

during the second time:

accessing the audio data of the first portion of the packetized data stream for audio

playback.
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3. (Original) The method ofclaim 1, wherein the multiplexed packetized data stream is a

multiplexed packetized data stream that substantially meets an MPEG2 specification.

4. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 3, wherein storing the first portion

includes storing transport streampackets.

5. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 4, wherein storing the first portion

includes:

determining transport stream packets containing data associated with the program; and

storing the transport stream packets containing data associated with the program afier the

step ofdetermining.

6. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 3, wherein storing the first portion

includes storing packetized elementary stream (PBS) packets.

7. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 6, wherein storing the first portion

includes:

deterrnining transport stream packets containing data associated with the program; and

storing PES packets based upon the transport stream packets containing data associated

with the program after the step of determining.

8. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 1, wherein storing the first portion ofthe

transport stream includes the timing data including synchronization information used for playing

the program back at a real time program bit-rate.

9. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 1, wherein incrementing the system time

indicator includes incrementing the system time indicator based upon a signal generated fi'om

multiplexed packetized data stream data received after the first time.

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising:

decoding the video data ofthe first portion to provide a decoded video stream.
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1 1. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, wherein receiving a multiplexed

packefized data stream and decoding the video data are performed by an integrated

semiconductor device.

12. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 10 further comprising:

providing the decoded video stream for display at a play back rate.

13. (Original) The method ofclaim 12 wherein the play back rate is a real time rate.

14. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 12, wherein providing the decoded video

stream for display includes determining the play back rate based upon clock recovery data ofthe

first portion of the transport stream, wherein the play back rate varies depending upon a rate at

which the first portion of the transport stream data is provided to a decoder during the step of

decoding. '

15. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 12 wherein providing the decoded video

stream for display includes determining the play back rate based upon timing data received from

the multiplexed packetized data stream after the first time.

16. (Original) The method ofclaim 15, wherein the timing data received fi:om the

multiplexed packetized data stream afler the first time is associated with a current real-time data

stream. I

17. (Original) The method of claim 12, vvherein the play back rate is faster than a real

time rate.
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1 8. (Previously Presented) A method comprising:

determining a mode ofoperation;

during a first mode of operation:

receiving a multiplexed packefized data stream at a. first demultiplexer,

selecting a first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

decoding a video portion ofthe first program for display;

during a second mode of operation:

receiving the multiplexed packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer;

selecting the first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

storing the first program;

during a third mode ofoperation:

receiving the multiplexed packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer;

selecting the first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

~ storing a first program portion ofthe first program;

providing the first program portion to a second demultiplexer;

selecting at the second demultiplexer a video portion ofthe first program

portion;

decoding the video portion ofthe first program portion for display; and

storing a second program portion ofthe first program simultaneous to the

step ofdecoding.

19. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 18, fiirrher comprising:

during the third mode ofoperation:

providing the second program portion to ‘a second dultiplexer;

selecting at the second demultiplexer a video portion ofthe second

program portion; and _

decoding the video portion of the second program portion for display.
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20. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 18 further comprising:[[,]]

during the third mode ofoperation:

incrementing a counter associated with the second demultiplexer based

upon a signal generated using a live feed of the multiplexed

packetized data stream as it is received at the first demultiplexer.

21 . (Previously Presented) A system comprising:

a first input node to receive a, multiplexed packetized data stream that carries real-time

multimedia programs;

a first transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the first input node to

select packets of data having a predefined packet identifier and an output to

provide the select packets ofdata;

a storage device having a data port coupled to the output of the first transport stream

demultiplexer to receive the select packets, wherein the storage device is to store

the select packets;

a first clock recovery module having an input coupled to the first input node, and an

output, wherein the first clock recovery module is to generate a clock at the output

based upon received timing information transmitted in packets ofthe multiplexed

packetized data stream before it is stored in the storage device; and

a decoder having a first input coupled to the output ofthe first clock recovery module to

receive the clock, a second input coupled the data port ofthe storage device to

receive the select packets, and an output to provide decoded real-time data.

22. (Original) The system ofclaim 21, wherein the first clock recovery module fiirther

generates the clock based upon data transmitted in packets of a currently received multiplexed

packetized data stream.

23. (t)rigina1) The system of claim 21, wherein the first clock recovery module further

generates the clock based upon multiplexed packetized data stream data stored in the storage

device
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24. (Original) The system of claim’ 21, wherein the decoder includes a video decoder.

25. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein the decoder includes an audio decoder.

26. (Previously Presented) The system ofclaim 21 fiirther comprising:

a second transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the data port of the

storage device.

27. (Original) The system ofclaim 26 further comprising:

a second clock recovery module having an input coupled to the data port of the storage

device to allow STC setting based on a stored system time.
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REMARKS

The Office Action dated June 15, 2005 has been received and carefully considered.

Reconsideration of the outstanding rejections in the present application is respectfully requested

in view of the following remarks.

Anticipation Rejection of Claims 21-27

At pages 2-5 of the Office Action, claims 21-27 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) as
being anticipated by Suzuki (U.S. Pat. No. 6,148,135), hereinafter “the Suzuki patent.” The

rejection of claims 21-27 is respectfully traversed.

Claim 21, fiom which claims 22-27 depend, recites a first input node to receive a

multiplexed packetized data stream, a first clock recovery module having an input coupled to the

first input node, and an output, wherein the first clock recovery module is to generate a clock at

the output based upon received timing information transmitted in packets ofa multiplexed

packetized data stream before it is stored in a storage device.

The Office Action asserts that the system counter 101, system clock reference 3, and

syst time clock 102 ofFigure 1, the video decoder 50 and audio decoder 30 ofFigure.4 of

Suzuki and the passages of Suzuki at colunm 10, lines 6-55 and at column 8, line 61 to column 9,

line 14 disclose these elements. 0_fiiceAction, pages 3-4. Specifically, the Office Action asserts

that the clock recovery module element ofclaim 21 is anticipated because Suzuki allegedly

discloses “system counter 101, system clock reference 3 and system time clock 102" in Figure 1.

Additionally, the Office Action refers to the discussion at col. 10, lines 6-55.

Applicants submit that the system time clock (STC) 102 ofSuzuki is not generated bqiare

the multiplexedpacketized data stream is stored in a storage device, as provided by claim 21.

Suzuki does not disclose or even suggest all ofthe elements ofclaim 21, or of claims 22-27

which depend from claim 21. Therefore, the rejection ofclaims 21-27 is improper and should be

withdrawn. Reconsideration and notice to that effect is respectfully requested.

With regard to claim 23, the Office Action asserts that the above-cited passages ofSuzuki

disclose the features recited in claim 23. Applicants disagree. Specifically, as provided by claim

23, the first clock recovery module generates a clock at the output based upon timing information

transmitted in packets of the multiplexed packetized data stream before it is stored in the storage
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device and based upon multiplexed packetized data stream data stored in the storage device.

Suzuki fails to disclose or suggest generating a clock based upon timing information in packets

before it is stored in the storage device or that the clock is generated based upon stored data, as

provided by claim 23. Suzuki teaches generating a system clock reference signal fiom the video

and audio separator 2 based on the coded video and audio data 1. See Suzuki, Col. 10, lines 39-

43. However, the system time clock (STC) counts time at a predetermined fiequcncy after the

syst time counter 101 is updated to SCR count. See Suzuki, Col. 10, lines 56-58. Suzuki

teaches a selector 110 that switches between a system time clock and a video time stamp, so that

the resulting clock is based upon one or the other, but not both. Therefore, Suzuki fails to

disclose or suggest all of the elements of indepdent claim 23. Reconsideration and notice to

that effect is respectfully requested.

Obviousness Rejection of Claims 1-17

At page 5, para. 5 of the Office Action, claims 1-10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C.

§l03(a) as being unpatentable over the Suzuki patent. Applicants traverse this rejection. The

Office Action states:

Suzuki fails to explicitly disclose storing a second portion of the packetized data stream

representing video data and timing data ofthe program, which examiner reads as the

output of the video decoder 50 ofFig. 4. Official Notice is taken that it would have been
obvious to modify Suzuki by adding a storage means to Suzuki in order to store the A

decoded video and timing data output ofthe video decoder 50.

Oflice Action, p. 7. Applicant respectfully disagrees with the assertion that storing a second

portion would have been obvious.

Suzuki discloses a video buffer memory 45 and an audio buffer memory 25, but makes

no mention ofan additional memory for storing a second portion ofa packetized data stream, as

recited in claim 1. Applicant respectfully requests that the Oftice either provide a reference to

support the Official Notice or withdraw the Official Notice. Reconsideration and notice is

respectfully requested.

The rejection ofclaims 1-10 is improper, because the cited reference does not teach,

suggest or disclose all of the elements of independt claim 1, or by virtue oftheir dependency,

all of the elts ofclaims 2-10. Thus, the rejection ofclaims 1-10 should be Withdrawn
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At page 9, claims 11-13, 15 and 16 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §l03 (a) as being

unpatentable over the Suzuki patent in view ofMorinaga et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,792,000),

hereinafter “the Moringa patent.” At page 1 1, claims 14 and 17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C.

§l03(a) as being unpatentable over the Suzuki patent in View ofthe Morinaga patent and further

in view ofBarton et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,233,389), hereinafter “the Barton patent.” Claims 11-17

depend from independent claim 1, which, as previously discussed, is not disclosed or suggested

by the Suzuki patent. Moreover, both the Moringa patent and the Barton patent fail to disclose

or suggest the step of storing a second portion ofthe packetized data stream, as recited in claim

1. Thus, none of the cited references, alone or in combination, disclose or suggest all ofthe

elements ofindependent claim 1. Therefore, Suzuki, Moringa and Barton fail to disclose or

suggest all of the elements ofclaims 11-17, at least by virtue of their dependency from claim 1.

Therefore, the rejection ofclaims 11-17 under §l03 is improper and should be withdrawn.

Reconsideration and notice to that effect is respectfully requested.

Conclusion

The Applicant respectfully submits that the present application is in condition for

allowance, and an early indication ofthe same is courteously solicited. The Examiner is

respectfully requested to contact the undersigned by telephone at the below listed telephone

number in order to expedite resolution of any issues and to expedite passage ofthe present

application to issue, if any comments, questions, or suggestions arise in connection with the

present application.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required, or

credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 50-0441.

Respectfiflly submitted,

2: ans.» 20o:  
Date R . Davidson, Reg. No. 51,596,

TOLER, LARSON & ABEL, L.L.P.

5000 Plaza On The Lake, Suite 265

Austin, Texas 78746

(512) 327-5515 (phone) (512) 327-5452 (fax)
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DETAILED ACTION

Response to Arguments

1. Applicant's arguments filed 9/15/05 have been fully considered but they are not

persuasive.

With reference to claim 21, applicant argues that the system time clock (STC)

102 of Suzuki is not generated before the multiplexed packetized data stream is stored

in a storage device, as provided by claim 21.

In response, examiner sees that the applicant is misreading and misinterpreting

the pertinent portion of the claimed invention of claim 21. The pertinent portion of claim

21 recites A first clock recovery module having an input coupled to the first input

node, and an output, wherein the first clock recovery module is to generate a clock at

the output based upon received timing information transmitted in packets of the

multiplexed packetized data stream before it is stored in the storage device “

In col.10, 10, lines 35- Suzuki discloses that immediately after the video and

audio reproducing device is powered on, the selector 110 selects the system clock

reference (SCR) 3, and updates the system time counter 101 by the count of the system

clock reference 3, The system clock reference (SCR) 3 is contained in the headers of

the respective frames in the coded video and audio data 1 of Fig.4, and is a reference

clock transmitted from the transmitting terminal to provide the system with the absolute

time periodically.
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The claim 21 recitation of “wherein the first clock recovery module is to generate

a clock at the output based upon received timing information transmitted in packets of

the multiplexed packetized data stream before it (select pasckets of the packetized data

stream) is stored in the storage”, refers to the select packets of the packetized data

stream, since, from the claim 21 recitation (wherein the storage device is to store the

select packets), what is stored in the storage device is the select packets of the

packetized data stream not a clock. And the received timing information transmitted in

packets of the multiplexed packetized data stream is the system clock reference 3,

which system clock reference 3 is transmitted along within the packets before the

packetized data stream is stored in the storage device.

This is the examiner's reading of the word “it" in the recitation “before it is stored

in the storage device”. Otherwise, the applicant must define in the claim recitation

explicitly what else the word “it" is referring to.

With reference to claim 1, applicant requests for a reference to support the

Official Notice taken by the examiner that video output of a video decoder can be stored

in a storage device.

In response, applicant is referred to Katto (US 6,072,832) reference which, as

shown in Fig.1, teaches wherein the video output from the video decoder 109 is stored

in the video memory 110. It must be noted that the video packet 150, as shown in Fig.9

constitutes compressed data and a header containing a time stamp (see at least co|.7,

lines 38-65).
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections underthis section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent

granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the
applicant for patent. except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2)
of such treaty in the English language.

3. Claims 21-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Suzuki

(US 6,148,135).

Regarding claim 21, Suzuki discloses a video and audio synchronization

controller for decoding coded video and audio data and for synchronizing video data

with audio data and a video decoding device in the video and audio reproducing device

for preventing the video buffer memory from becoming empty (underflow) or full

(overflow), comprising:

a) a first input node to receive a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries

real-time multimedia programs (see Fig.4, video and audio separator 2 which receives

coded video and audio data 1; col.8, lines 35-60);

b) a first transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the first input

node to select packets of data having a predefined packet identifier and an output to

provide the select packets of data (see Fig.4, video and audio separator 2 which

receives coded video and audio data 1; co|.8, lines 35-60; and col.9, lines 20-32), here
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video and audio packets are disclosed and each packet has a frame header, and each

video and audio packet header includes vide presentation time stamp

c) a storage device having a data port coupled to the output of the first transport

stream demultiplexer to receive the select packets, wherein the storage device is to

store the select packets (see Fig.4; video buffer memory 45 and audio buffer memory

25; co|.8, line 61 to col.9, line 14);

d) a first clock recovery module having an input coupled to the first input node,

and an output, wherein the clock recovery module is to generate a clock at the output

based upon received timing information transmitted in packets of the multiplexed

packetized data stream before it is stored in the storage device (see Fig.1; system

counter 101; system clock reference 3 and system time clock 102; col.10, lines 6-55);

and

e) a decoder having a first input coupled to the output of the first clock recovery

system to receive the clock, a second input coupled to the data port of the storage

device to receive the select packets, and an output to provide decoded real-time data

(see Fig.4; video decoder 50 and audio decoder 30; co|.8, line 61 to co|.9, line 14).

Regarding claim 22, Suzuki discloses wherein the first clock recovery module

further generates the clock based upon data transmitted in packets of a currently

received multiplexed packetized data stream (see Fig.1; system time counter 101 and

system clock reference 3; col.10, lines 6-55).
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Regarding claim 23, Suzuki discloses wherein the first clock recovery module

further generates the clock based upon multiplexed packetized data stream data stored

in the storage device (see Fig.1; system time counter 101 and system clock reference

3; co|.10, lines 6-55), here the SCR 3, the video time stamp and the video data packet

are received by the video and audio separator 2 and stored in the video buffer memory,

for example.

Regarding claims 24&25, Suzuki discloses wherein the decoder includes a video

decoder and wherein the decoder includes an audio decoder (see Fig.; video decoder

50 and audio decoder 30; co|.8, line 61 to co|.9, line 14).

Regarding claim 26, Suzuki discloses a second transport stream demultiplexer

having an input coupled to the data port of the storage device (see Fig.14; and audio

and video separator 2; video buffer memory 45 and audio buffer memory 25; co|.8, line

36 to coI.9, line 14) here Suzuki discloses that the receiver of Fig.4 can be used to

receive video and audio from satellite or cable communication lines, and in any of the

cases the audio and video separator 2 serves as a ‘second’ demultiplexer.

Regarding claim 27, Suzuki discloses a second clock recovery module having an

input coupled to the data port of the storage device to allow STC setting based on the

stored system time (see Fig.1, system time clock counter 101 and STC 102, wherein

the system time clock counter counts up the the updated system time clock (STC) 102
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by setting to the count of the system clock reference 3 which is inckuded in the header

of the video frame; col.10, lines 32-55).

Claim Rejections - 35 use § 103

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

5. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Suzuki (US 6,148,135).

Regarding claim 1, Suzuki discloses a video and audio synchronization controller

for decoding coded video and audio data and for synchronizing video data with audio

data and a video decoding device in the video and audio reproducing device for

preventing the video buffer memory from becoming empty (underflow) or full (overflow),

comprising the method of:

a) receiving a mnultiplexed packetized data stream that carries real-time

multimedia programs (see Fig.4 which is used as a receiver that receives video and

audio data pasckets; col.8, lines 49-60);

b) storing a first portion of the packetized data stream representing video data

and timing of a program (see Fig.4, video buffer memory 45; co|.8, lines 61-67), here

video buffer memory stores the received video data;
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c) setting a system time indicator (clock) to a stored system time value, wherein

the stored system time value is based on a portion of the timing data of the first portion

of the packetized data stream (see Fig.1, selector 110, system time counter 101, video

synchronization comparator 109 and audio synchronization comparator 103; co|.10,

lines 6-23), here the selector 110 selects either the system clock reference (SCR) 3 or

the delayed video time stamp (V-TS) 49. The system time counter sets the timing

according to the output from the selector 110, counts the clocks, and generates and

outputs the system time clock (STC) 102;

d) incrementing the system time indicator (see co|.10, lines 33-55), here selector

110, selects SCR 3 and updates system time counter 101 by the count of the system

clock reference 3. The system clock reference 3 is contained in the headers of the

respective frames in the coded video and audio data, and is a reference clock

transmitted from the transmitting terminal to provide the system with the absolute time

periodically;

d) retrieving the video data of the first portion of the packetized data stream for

video decoding (see Fig.4, co|.8, line 61 to co|.9, line 3), here the coded video data 41

and video time stamp 42, stored in the video buffer memory 45, are output from the

video buffer memory 45 to the video decoder 50, and in co|.11, lines 10-48, the

decoding process is detailed. .

Suzuki fails to explicitly disclose storing a second portion of the packetized data

stream representing video data and timing data of the program, which examiner reads

as the output of the video decoder 50 of Fig.4. Official Notice is taken that it would have
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been obvious to modify Suzuki by adding a storage means to Suzuki in order to store

the decoded video and timing data output of the video decoder 50

Regarding claim 2, Suzuki discloses the method wherein:

a) storing the first portion of the packetized data stream includes the first portion

of the packetized data stream representing audio data of the program (Fig.4; audio

buffer memory 25; co|.9, lines 4-14);

b) as discussed in claim 1 above, Suzuki fails to explicit disclose storing the

second portion of the packetized data stream includes the second portion of the

pascketized data stream representing audio data of the program. Official Notice is taken

that it would have been obvious to modify Suzuki by adding a storage means to Suzuki

in order to store the decoded audio and timing data output of the audio decoder 30.

Suzuki further discloses accessing the audio data of the first portion of the

packetized data stream for audio playback (see Fig.4, audio buffer memory 25 and

audio decoder 30 and delayed coded audio data 28 which is retrieved (played back)

from the audio buffer memory 25 and output to the audio decoder 30; col.9, lines 4-14)

Regarding claim 3, Suzuki discloses the method comprising wherein the

multiplexed data stream is a multiplexed packetized data stream that substantially

meets an MPEG2 specifications (see co|.3, lines 34-42; and col.8, lines 12-13).
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Regarding claim 4, Suzuki discloses the method comprising wherein the step of

storing the first portion includes storing transport stream packets (see col.3, lines 34-42;

and co|.9, lines 20-32).

Regarding claim 5, Suzuki discloses the method comprising wherein the step of

storing the first portion includes the sub steps of determining transport stream packets

containing data associated with the program and storing the transport stream packets

containing data associated with the program after the step of determining (see Fig.4,

audio and video separator 2, and video time stamp; col.8, lines 49-67).

Regarding claim 6, Suzki disclose the method comprising wherein the step of

storing the first portion includes storing packetized elementary stream (PES) packets

(see co|.3, lines 34-42 and col.9, lines 20-32), here examiner reads MPEG coded video

signal stream and video and audio packets as PES packets.

Regarding claim 7, the claimed limitations of claim 7 are accommodated in the

discussions of claims 5&6 above.

Regarding claim 8, Suzuki discloses the method wherein the step of storing the

first portion of the transport stream includes the timing data including synchronization

information used for playing the program back at a real time program bit-rate (see video

and audio time oo|.12, line 42 to co|.13, line 8).
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Regarding claim 9, Suzuki discloses wherein incrementing the system time

indicator includes incrementing the system time indicator based upon a signal

generated from multiplexed packetized data stream data received after the first time

(see Fig.1; selector 110, system clock reference 3 and system time counter 101; col.10,

lines 33-55), here the selector 110 selects the system clock reference, and updates the

system time counter 101 by the count of the system clock reference 3.

Regarding claim 10, Suzuki discloses the method of decoding the video data of

the first portion to provide a decoded video stream (see Fig.4; video decoder 50; co|.8,

line 61 to col.9, line 3).

6. Claims 11-13,15&16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Suzuki in view of Morinaga et al (US 6,792,000).

Regarding claim 11, Suzuki fails to explicitly disclose the method wherein

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream and decoding the video data are

performed by an integrated semiconductor device. Morinaga et al teach a data

processing apparatus/method and a data recording medium that are capable of

simultaneous recording and reproducing of a digital satellite broadcast program,

wherein when the received transport stream is to be reproduced, the switch 31 selects

the received transport stream from among two transports supplied thereto and supplies

it to an MVLink-IC (MVLink-IC integrated circuit 16. The MVLink-IC 16 subjects the link
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layer processing to the output transport stream, and supplies it to PHY-IC 17.

Otherwise, the MVLink-|C supplies the output transport stream to a DEMUX 18 (see

Fig.1;(MV Link-IC 16 and PHY-IC 17 of Fig.1&2; col.3, lines 19-32). It would have been

obvious to modify Suzuki by realizing Suzuki with an integrated semiconductor device,

as taught by Morinaga, since this provides the desirable advantage of receiving and

decoding packetized data stream using an integrated semiconductor device, as an

alternate means of receiving and decoding packetized data stream.

Regarding claim 12, Morinaga et al further disclose the method comprising

providing the decoded video stream for display at a play back rate (see co|.3, lines 60-

65; Co|.10, lines 21-26).

Regarding claim 13, Morinaga et al further disclose the method wherein the play

back rate is a real time rate (see col.5, lines 58-63 and co|.13 lines 6-12).

Regarding claim 15, Morinaga et al further disclosethe method wherein providing

the decoded video stream for display includes determining the playback rate based

upon timing data received from the multiplexed packetized data stream after the first

time (see co|.5, lines 58-63 and co|.13-lines 6-12), here the play back rate is based on

the real time rate, since Morinaga is processing real time data stream.
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Regarding claim 16, Morinaga et al further disclose the method wherein the

timing data received from the multiplexed packetized data stream after the first time is

associated with a current real time data stream (see co|.5, lines 58-63 and col.13 lines

6-12), here the play back rate is based on the current real time rate, since Morinaga is

processing current real time data stream.

7. Claims 14&17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Suzuki in view of Morinaga et al and further in view of Barton et al (US 6,233,389).

Regarding claim 14, Suzuki and Morinaga disclose the method wherein the

providing the decoded video data for display includes determining the playback rate

based upon the clock recover data of the first portion (the recorded portion) of the

transport stream (see Morinaga col.12, line 56 to co|.13, 11).

Suzuki and Morinaga fail to explicitly disclose the method wherein the playback

rate will vary depending upon a rate at which the first portion (the recorded portion) of

the transport stream data is provided to a decoder during the decoding function.

Barton et al teach time shifting of television broadcast signals, including the real

time capture, storage, and display of television broadcast signals wherein a user can be

watching one program while another stream is being stored (see co|.4, lines 15-23, and

wherein the stored program can be retrieved at a variable rate, including at a rate faster

than the stored rate (see col.8, lines 19-38; col.9, lines 33-47). Playing back a stored

program at a variable rate provides the desirable advantage of providing special

reproduction capability to a playback system.
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It would have been obvious to further modify Suzuki by realizing Suzuki

with variable reproduction capability, as taught by Barton, since this provides the

desirable advantage of providing special reproduction capability to a playback system.

Regarding claim 17, Barton further teaches the method wherein the playback

rate is faster than a real time rate (see co|.8, lines 19-38; co|.9, lines 33-47.

Allowable Subject Matter

8. Claims 18-20 are allowable over the prior art of record.

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject

matter:

Regarding claim 18, the invention relates to time shifting of video data, including

time shifting of digital video data.

The closest references Suzuki (US 6,148,135) discloses a video and audio

synchronization controller for decoding coded video and audio data and for

synchronizing video data with audio data and a video decoding device in the video and

audio reproducing device for preventing the video buffer memory from becoming empty

(underflow) or full (overflow), and Morinaga et al (US 6,792,000) disclose a data

processing apparatus/method and a data recording medium that are capable of

simultaneous recording and reproducing of a digital satellite broadcast program.

However, Suzuki and Morinaga et al fail to explicitly disclose a method

comprising the steps of during a third mode of operation receiving the multiplexed
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packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer, selecting the first program from the

multiplexed packetized data stream, storing a first program portion of the first program,

providing the first program portion to a second demultiplexer, selecting at the second

demultiplexer a video portion of the first program portion, decoding the video portion of

the first program portion for display, and storing a second program portion of the first

program simultaneous to the step of decoding.

10. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within

TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later

than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action.

Conclusion

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is 571-

272-7379. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F.
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).
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SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

Abstract Of The Disclosure

A multiplexed packetized data stream carrying real-time multimedia programs is

received at a first hardware demultiplexer. Based on a user input, a video and timing

portion of a program associated with the multiplexed packetized data stream can be

stored for subsequent display. One type of subsequent display is time shifted display,

where the stored portion of the program is played back while new portions of the

program are being stored. During time shifted play back, a second hardware

demultiplexer can be used, so that one demultiplexer stores new data and maintains a

current clock value while the other decodes and displays the stored data.
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RESPONSE TO FINAL OFFICE ACTION

Dear Sir:

In response to the Final Office Action mailed January 20, 2006, the Applicants

respectfully request favorable reeonsidertrtion ofthe above-identified patent application in view

ofthe following amendments and remarks, which are believed to place the above-identified

patent application in condition for allowance or in better fonn for consideration on appeal.

Claim Amendments begin on page 2.

Remarks begin on page 8.
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CLAIM AMENDMENTS

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, ofclaims in the

application:

1. (Previously Presented) A method comprising:

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries real-time multimedia

programs;

during a first time:

storing a first portion ofthe packetized data stream representing video data and timing

data of a program;

setting a system time indicator to a stored system time value, wherein the stored system

time value is based on a portion ofthe timing data of the first portion of the

packetized data stream;

during a second time:

incrementing the system time indicator;

retrieving the video data ofthe first portion ofthe packetized data stream for video

decoding; and

storing a second portion ofthe packetized data stream representing video data and timing

data ofthe program.

2. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 1, wherein

storing the first portion of the packetized data stream includes the first portion of the

packetized data stream representing audio data ofthe program;

storing the second portion of the packetized data stream includes the second portion of

the packetized data stream representing audio data of the program;

the method further including:

during the second time:

accessing the audio data of the first portion of the packetized data stream for audio

playback.

Page 2 of 12 us. App. No.: 09fl07,060
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3. (Original) The method ofclaim 1, wherein the multiplexed packetized data stream is a

multiplexed packetized data stream that substantially meets an MPEG2 specification.

4. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 3, wherein storing the first portion

includes storing transport stream packets.

5. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 4, wherein storing the first portion
includes:

determining transport stream packets containing data associated with the program; and

storing the transport stream packets containing data associated with the program after the

step of determining.

6. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 3, wherein storing the first portion

includes storing packetized elementary stream (PES) packets.

7. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 6, wherein storing the first portion
includes:

determining transport stream packets containing data associated with the program; and

storing PBS packets based upon the transport stream packets containing data associated

with the program after the step ofdetermining.

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein storing the first portion of the

transport stream includes the timing data including synchronization information used for playing

the program back at a real time program bit-rate.

9. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 1, wherein incrementing the system time

indicator includes incrementing the system time indicator based upon a signal generated from

multiplexed packetized data stream data received afier the first time.

10. (Previously Presemed) The method ofclaim 1 fiirther comprising:

decoding the video data ofthe first portion to provide a decoded video stream.

Page 3 of 12 u_s. App. No.; 09/707,060
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1 1. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, wherein receiving a multiplexed

packetized data stream and decoding the video data are performed by an integrated
semiconductor device.

12. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 10 further comprising:

providing the decoded video stream for display at a play back rate.

13. (Original) The method ofclaim 12 wherein the play back rate is a real time rate.

14. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 12, wherein providing the decoded video

stream for display includes determining the play back rate based upon clock recovery data ofthe

first portion of the transport stream, wherein the play back rate varies depending upon a rate at

which the first portion of the transport stream data is provided to a decoder during the step of
decoding.

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12 wherein providing the decoded video

stream for display includes determining the play back rate based upon timing data received from
the multiplexed packetized data stream after the first time.

16. (Original) The method ofclaim 15, wherein the timing data received from the

multiplexed packetized data stream after the first time is associated with a current real-time data
stream.

17. (Original) The method ofclaim 12, wherein the play back rate is faster than a real
time rate.
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l8. (Previously Presented) A method comprising:

determining a mode ofoperation;

during a first mode of operation:

receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream at a first demultiplexer;

selecting a first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

decoding a video portion ofthe first program for display;

during a second mode of operation:

receiving the multiplexed packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer;

selecting the first program fiom the multiplexed packetized data stream;

storing the first program;

during a third mode ofoperation:

receiving the multiplexed packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer;

selecting the first program from the multiplexed packetized data stream;

storing a first program portion ofthe first program;

providing the first program portion to a second demultiplexer;

selecting at the second demultiplexer a video portion ofthe first program

portion;

decoding the video portion ofthe fu'st program portion for display; and

storing a second program portion of the first program simultaneous to the

step ofdecoding.

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 18, further comprising:

during the third mode ofoperation:

providing the second program portion to a second demultiplexer;

selecting at the second demultiplexer a video portion ofthe second

program portion; and

decoding the video portion of the second program portion for display.

Page 5 of 12 us. App. No.: o9/707.060
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20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 18 further comprising:

during the third mode of operation:

incrementing a counter associated with the second demultiplexer based

upon a signal generated using a live feed ofthe multiplexed

packetized data stream as it is received at the first demultiplexer.

2]. (Currently Amended) A system comprising:

a first input node to receive a multiplexed packetized data stream that carries real-time

multimedia programs;

a first transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the first input node to

select packets of data having a predefined packet identifier and an output to

provide the select packets ofdata;

a storage device having a data port coupled to the output ofthe first transport streatn

demultiplexer to receive the select packets, wherein tI1e storage device is to store

the select packets;

a first clock recovery module having an input coupled to the first input node, and an

output, wherein the first clock recovery module is to generate a clock at the output

based upon received timing information transmitted in packets of the multiplexed

packetized data stream before [[it is]]the select packets are stored in the storage

device; and

a decoder having a first input coupled to the output of the first clock recovery module to

receive the clock, a second input coupled the data port of the storage device to

receive the select packets, and an output to provide decoded real-time data.

22. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the first clock recovery module fll1‘l'hel'

generates the clock based upon data transmitted in packets ofa currently received multiplexed

packetized data stream.

23. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the first clock recovery module further

generates the clock based upon multiplexed packetized data stream data stored in the storage
device

Page 6 of 12 U.S. App. No: 09/707,050
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24. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the decoder includes a video decoder.

25. (Original) The sysiem of claim 24, wherein the decoder includes an audio decoder.

26. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21 further comprising:

a second transport stream demultiplexer having an input coupled to the data port of the
storage device.

27. (Original) The system of claim 26 further comprising:

a second clock recovery module having an input coupled to the data port of the storage

device to allow STC setting based on a stored system time.
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PAGE 9114 ’ RCVD AT 32012005 4:44:35 PM [Eastem Standard Time] ‘ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2!? ‘ DNlS:2?38300 ‘ CSlD:512 327 5452 ‘ DURATION (mm-ss):0448

LG EX. 1002, pg 239



LG Ex. 1002, pg 240

10-’?ls/1AR. 20. 2006 3:47PM LNAPW 512-327-5452 No- 5533- —P-

PATENT

REMARKS

The Oflice Action dated January 20, 2006 has been received and considered. In this

response, claim 21 has been amended for clarification purposes. As discussed below, this

amendment is consistent with the Office’s stated interpretation ofthe subject matter of claim 21

and this amendment therefore does not require any additional search or consideration on the part

ofthe Office. Reconsideration of the outstanding rejections in the present application is
respectfully requested based on the following remarks.

Allowability of Claims 18-20

The Applicants note with appreciation the indication at page 14 that claims 18-20 are
allowed.

Anticipation Rejection of Claims 21-27

At page 4 ofthe Office Action, claims 21-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. Section 102(e)

as being anticipated by Suzuki (U.S. Patent No. 6,148,135). This rejection is respectfiilly
traversed.

Claim 21 recites the features of a storage device having a data port coupled to the output

ofthe first transport stream demultiplexer to receive the select packets, wherein the storage

device is to store the select packets. Claim 21 further recites the features of a first clock recovery
module having an input coupled to the first input node, and an output, wherein the first clock

recovery module is to generate a clock at the output based upon received timing information

transmitted in packets of the multiplexed packetized data stream before the select packets are
stored in the storage device.’

The Ofiice Action asserts that Suzuki discloses that the selector 110 selects the system

clock reference (SCR) 3 and updates the system time 6011111261‘ 101 by the count of the SCR 3
 

' Claim 21 previously recited “before it is stored in the storage device.” In this response, the term “it is” has been
replaced with “the select packets are.” As noted at page 3 ofthe Ofiice Action, the Examiner has interpreted the
term “it” of claim 21 as previously presented as “the select packets.” Thus, the amendment to claim 21 is consistent
with the Examinefs interpretation and this amendment therefore should require no additional search or
consideration on the part ofthe Patent Office.
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immediately after the video and audio reproducing device is powered on. See Oflice Action, p. 2
(citing Suzuki, col. 10, lines 35 et seq.). The Omce Action fimher asserts that “the received

timing infonnation transmitted in packets of the system clock reference 3 is transmitted along

within the packets before the packetized data stream is stored in the storage device." Id, p. 3.
Thus, from these statements it appears that the Office Action asserts that the claimed feature of

the first clock recovery module to “generate a clock . . . before the select packets are stored in the

storage device” is met by Suzuki as Suzuki teaches that the system time counter 101 is updated
with the SCR 3 upon startup of the system of Suzuki. The Applicants respectfully disagree.

As taught by Suzuki, coded video and audio data 1 is received at a video and audio

separator 2, which separates the coded video and audio data 1 into the system clock reference

(SCR) 3, the video time stamp 42 and the coded video data 41. The SCR 3 is provided to the
video and audio synchronization controller 4 and the coded video data 41 and the video time

stamp 42 are stored in the video buffer memory 45. See Suzuki, col. 9, lines 33-39. As noted by
the Ofice Action, Suzuki fiJrther teaches that the SCR 3 is used to update the system time

counter 101 immediately after the video and audio reproducing device is powered on. However,

Suzuki fails to disclose that the system time counter 10] generates a clock at its output based on
the SCR 3 before the coded video data 41 or the video time stamp 42 are stored in the video

butter 45. Rather, Suzuki merely describes the path for the coded video data 41/video time

stamp 42 from the separator 2 to the video bufler memory 45 and the path for the SCR 3 from

the separator 2 to the output of the controller 4. However, Suzuki provides no description of the
relative timing of events in this path.

Thus, even if it is assumed, arguendo, that the SCR 3 is equivalent to the claimed timing

information, the controller 4 is equivalent to the claimed first clock recovery module, the coded

video data 41 is equivalent to the claimed select packets and the video buffer memory 45 is
equivalent to the claimed storage device, Suzuki fails to disclose the claimed feature ofwherein

the first clock recovery module is to generate a clock at the output based upon received timing

information transmitted in packets ofthe multiplexed packetized data stream bLfo;e 

packets are stored in the stogge device. Accordingly, Suzuki fails to disclose each and every

feature recited by claim 21, as well as the additional features recited by claims 22-27 at least by

Page 9 of 12 us. App. No.: o9no7.o5o. , _ . . 8 '
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virtue oftheir dependency from claim 21. Moreover, these claims recite additional novel
features.

In view ofthe foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the anticipation rejection of

claims 21-27 is improper at this time. Reconsideration and withdrawal of this rejection therefore
is respectfully requested.

Obviousness Rejection of Claims 1-10 and 11-17

At page 7 of the Office Action, claims l~l0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being

unpatentable over Suzuki. At page 11 ofthe Office Action, claims 11-13, 15, and 16 are rejected

under 35 U.S.C. §l03(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki (U.S. Patent No. 6,148,135) in view
ofMorinaga (US. Patent No. 6,792,000). At page 13 of the Office Action, claims 14 and 17 are

rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki in view ofMorinaga and

further in view ofBarton (U3. Patent No. 6,233,389). These rejections are respectfiilly
traversed.

Independent claim 1 recites the features of storing a second portion of a packetized data

stream representing video data and timing data of the program. The Office Action interprets the
output ofthe video decoder 50 as the claimed second portion and the Ofice Action

acknowledges that Suzuki fails to disclose the claimed feature of storing the second portion of
the packetized data stream. Oflice Action, p. 8. The Office Action therefore takes Official

Notice that “it would have been obvious to modify Suzuki by adding a storage means to Suzuki

in order to store the decoded video and timing data output of the video decoder 50.” Li, pp. 8-9.

It is respectfully submitted that the 0fEice’s interpretation ofthe claimed second portion feature

is inconsistent with both the knowledge of one ofordinary skill in the art and with the teachings
ofthe present application.

Claim 1 recites receiving a multiplexed packetized data stream, retrieving the video data

of a first portion of the packetized data stream for video decoding, and as noted above, storing a

second portion of the packetized data stream representing video data and timing data of the

program. As taught by Suzuki, the output of the video decoder 50 is a video display signal 51,

which as will be appreciated from the context of the teachings of Suzuki is a signal used to drive .
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a video display. One of ordinary skill in the art therefore would appreciate that the video display
signal 51 is not a second portion of a packetizecl data stream as recited by claim 21. Further,

claim 1 provides that a first portion of the packetized data stream is retrieved for video decoding,
so it is not understood how the output of the video decoder 50, i.e., decoded video, can serve as a

second portion of the same packetized data stream that provides the data for decoding.
Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that Suzuki neither discloses nor suggests storing a
second portion ofa packetized data stream representing video data and timing data ofa program
as recited by claim 1. Moreover, the other cited references fail to disclose or suggest this
claimed feature lacking in the teachings of Suzuki. Accordingly, the proposed combinations of

the cited references fail to disclose or suggest each and every feature recited by claim 1, as well

as the additional features recited by claims 2-17 at least by virtue of their dependency from claim
1. Moreover, these dependent claims recite additional novel features.

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfiilly submitted that the obviousness rejections are
improper at this time. Reconsideration and withdrawal of these rejections therefore is
respectfully requested.

Conclusion

The Applicants respectfully submit that the present application is in condition for

allowance, and an early indication of the same is courteously solicited. The Examiner is

respectfully requested to contact the undersigned by telephone at the below listed telephone

number in order to expedite resolution of any issues and to expedite passage of the present
application to issue, if any comments, questions, or suggestions arise in connection with the

present application.
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees than may be required, or credit
any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 50-0441 .

Respectfully submitted,

20 /'4“-clx 0 6 2
Date R S. Davidson, Reg. No. 51,596

LARSON NEWMAN ABEL POLANSKY &
WHITE, L.L.P.

5914 West Courtyard Dr., Suite 200
Austin, Texas 78730

(512) 439-7100 (phone)
(512) 327-5452 (fax)
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I!you need assistance In completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0. Box 1450
Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

 
NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

LARSON NEWMAN ABEL POLANSKY & WHITE LLPL.L.P. ONUAKUI C”R'sT°P”ER°

coummuvs
SUITE 200 26,,
AUSTIN’ TX 78746 DATE MAILED: 04/05/2006

I APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

09/707,060 l l/06/2000 Branko Kovacevic ATIOOOO69 5798
TITLE OF INVENTION: SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

if APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE PUBLICATION FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
NO $0nonprovisional $1400 $1400 07/05/2006

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.

_."‘;’ROSECUTION E THE MERITS E CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS

{STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT E EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE
REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIEDIIN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR
AN EQUIVALENT) MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL

;'BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:
T

Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:

;§'.‘-EMALL ENTITY status:
If the status is the same, pay the—TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or

above.

If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now
12~j‘ee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s)

zzind twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2' . - the ISSUE FEE shown above.

El. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with
‘four ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(s) have already been paid, Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be
completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be

(completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted.

111. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to

' Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

"IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.
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PTOL-85 (Rev. 01/06) Approved for use through 04/30/2007. i.IL.
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

"Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mi Mail Stop ISSUE FEECommissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 ‘
or @ (571)-273-2885

_lNSTRUCTlONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and ‘PUBLICATION FEE (if required. Blocks I through 5. should be completed where
.ap ropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will e mailed to the current corres ondence address as
',in icated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block I, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate " EE ADDRESS" for
‘maintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block I for any change ofadclress) Note? K Cefllllcate 03 mailing can Only 5° "563 l0|’ a°m°5"° mallmgs 0l 5eFee(s) Transmittal._ This certi icate cannot be used for any other accompanying

Eapers. Each additional paper, _such as an assignment or fonnal drawing, mustave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.6 7590 04/05/2006

3445 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
LARSON NEWMAN ABEL POLANSKY & WHITE, LLPL.L.P. Ishereb cerltigl that thisfifeeg? Transmittal is‘ be;’_ngtdelposited_lvi_/ith the Unlitedtates osta ervice wi su icient osta e or irs c ass mai in an enve o e

'L__ 5914 WEST COURTYARD DRIVE ' addressed to the Mail Stop lSSUEpFEEgaddress abo_ve,_ or bein facsimileSUITE 200 transmitted to the USPTO ( 71) 273-2885, on the date indicated be ow.

AUSTIN, TX 78746  

 

  

 

 
(Dcpositors name)

(S Ignaturc)

APPLICATION NO. . FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
09/707,060 I I/06/2000 Branko Kovacevic ATI000069 5798

:TITLE OF INVENTION: SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

 

‘-: APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE PUBLICATION FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

NO $0nonprovisional $1400 $1400 ' 07/05/2006

, EXAMINER
ONUAKU, CHRISTOPHER O 2621 386-046000

‘:i_.__C{hzi1n 6e3<))f correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37-_‘.“_,I" . .
2. For printing on the patent front page, list

(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 1
or agents OR, alternatively,

(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 2
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
listed, no name will be printed.

U Chan e of corres ondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address onn PTO/ B/I22) attached.

El "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication fonn
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer

I" Number is required.

II7  
‘lg;-_4'.!ASSlCiNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assirgnee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed forrecordation as set forth in 37 CF 3.1]. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

‘Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : El Individual El Corporation or other private group entity Cl Government

l4a. The following fee(s) are enclosed: 4b. Payment of Fee(s):

D Issue Fee Cl A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed.

_ El Publication Fee (No small entity discount pennitted) Cl Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
I U Advance Order - # of Copies CI The Director is hereby authorized by charge the required fee(s), or credit any overpa merit, to

Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this onn).

Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
3'7} El a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 127. El b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR I.27(g)(2).

he Director of the USPTO is requested to a ply the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-a ply any previously paid issue fee to the application identified above. _
NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (i required) will not be accepted from anyone other than t e applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office,

  

,_,.; Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR l.3l I. The information is re<Luired to obtain or retain a benefit bg the public which is to _file (and by the USPTO to process)an application. Confidentiality_is governed by 35 U.S.C. I22 and 37 CFR 1.14. T is collection IS estimated to take I minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will va dc endin upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to com lete

this form and/or Slfi-‘gBSll0nS for reducing this burden, should be sent to {lie C ief In orrnation Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, .03.Box 1450, Alexan Vir inia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.0. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 2231 -I450. »

§Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of I995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box I450
Alexandria, Virginia 223 l 3-I450www.usplo.gov

. APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.I

 
09/707,060 I I/06/2000 Branko Kovacevic ATI000069 5798

LARSON NEWMAN ABEL POLANSKY & WHITE LLPL.L.P. ONUAKU’ CHRISTOWERO

SUITE 200 ml
AUSTIN’ TX 78746 DATE MAILED: 04/05/2006

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

i¢The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 1056 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half

months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 1056 day(s).

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that

«detennines Patent Tenn Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 4

“Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

- Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
"Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be

Tgjlirected to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or
(571)-272-4200.

U
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Application No. AppIicant(s)

_ _ _ 09/707,060 KOVACEVIC, BRANKO
Notice ofAllowability Examiner An unit

Christopher Onuaku 2621

- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-
All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. IE This communication is responsive to the amendments filed 3/20/06.

2. E The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-27.

3. E] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

a) El All b) I] Some‘ c) D None of the:

1. CI Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2. U Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

4. [:1 A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMlNER'S<AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient.

5. E] CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as “replacement sheets") must be submitted.

(a) I] including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached

1) [:1 hereto or 2) I] to Paper No./Mail Date

(b) E] including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6. El DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. E] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. 1] Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152)

2. Cl Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. El Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

3. D Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 7. E] Examiner's Amendment/Comment
Paper No./Mail Date

4. El Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. I2 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
of Biological Material

9. El Other .

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-37 (Rev. 7-05) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060401
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Application/Control Number: 09/707,060 Page 2

Art Unit: 2621

DETAILED ACTION

Allowable Subject Matter

1. Claims 1-27 are allowable over the prior art of record.

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject

matter:

Regarding claim 1, the invention relates to time shifting of video data, including

time shifting of digital video data.

The closest references Suzuki (US 6,148,135) discloses a video and audio

synchronization controller for decoding coded video and audio data and for

synchronizing video data with audio data and a video decoding device in the video and

audio reproducing device for preventing the video buffer memory from becoming empty

(underflow) or full (overflow), and Morinaga et al (US 6,792,000) disclose a data

processing apparatus/method and a data recording medium that are capable of

simultaneous recording and reproducing of a digital satellite broadcast program.

However, Suzuki and Morinaga et al fail to explicitly disclose a method, where

the method further comprises setting a system time indicator to a stored system time

value, wherein the stored system time value is based on a portion of the timing data of

the first portion of the packetized data stream, retrieving the video data of the first

portion of the packetized data stream for video decoding and storing a second portion of

the packetized data stream representing video data and timing data of the program.

LG EX. 1002, pg 255
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Application/Control Number: 09/707,060 Page 3

Art Unit: 2621

Regarding claim 18, the invention relates to time shifting of video data, including

time shifting of digital video data.

The closest references Suzuki (US 6,148,135) discloses a video and audio

synchronization controller for decoding coded video and audio data and for

synchronizing video data with audio data and a video decoding device in the video and

audio reproducing device for preventing the video buffer memory from becoming empty

(underflow) or full (overflow), and Morinaga et al (US 6,792,000) disclose a data

processing apparatus/method and a data recording medium that are capable of

simultaneous recording and reproducing of a digital satellite broadcast program.

However, Suzuki and Morinaga et al fail to explicitly disclose a method

comprising the steps of during a third mode of operation receiving the multiplexed

packetized data stream at the first demultiplexer, selecting the first program from the

multiplexed packetized data stream, storing a first program portion of the first program,

providing the first program portion to a second demultiplexer, selecting at the second

demultiplexer a video portion of the first program portion, decoding the video portion of

the first program portion for display, and storing a second program portion of the first

program simultaneous to the step of decoding.

Regarding claim 21, the invention relates to time shifting of video data, including

time shifting of digital video data.

The closest references Suzuki (US 6,148,135) discloses a video and audio

synchronization controller for decoding coded video and audio data and for

LG EX. 1002, pg 256
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Application/Control Number: 09/707,060 Page 4

Art Unit: 2621

synchronizing video data with audio data and a video decoding device in the video and

audio reproducing device for preventing the video buffer memory from becoming empty

(underflow) or full (overflow), and Morinaga et al (US 6,792,000) disclose a data

processing apparatus/method and a data recording medium that are capable of

simultaneous recording and reproducing of a digital satellite broadcast program.

However, Suzuki and Morinaga et al fail to explicitly disclose a system, where the

system further comprises a first clock recovery module having an input coupled to the

first input node, and an output, wherein the first clock recovery module is to generate a

clock at the output based upon received timing information transmitted in packets of the

multiplexed packetized data stream before the select packets are stored in the storage

device, and a decoder having a first input coupled to the output of the first clock

recovery module to receive the clock, a second input coupled to the data port of the

storage device to receive the select packets, and an output to provide decoded real-

time data.

Conclusion

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is 571-

272-7379. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F.

lf attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's

supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Application/Control Number: 09/707,060 Page 5

Art Unit: 2621

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair—direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).

 W }%’%
3/31/06 :3mes J. Grundy

Supervisory Patent Examiner
Artllnit262 2574
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TEN
PATENT APPLICATION

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant: Branko Kovacevic

Title: SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

App. No.: 09/707,060 Filed: November 6, 2000

Examiner: Christopher 0. ONUAKU Group Art Unit: 2621

Atty. Dkt.No.: ATI000069 (1376-0000690) Confirmation No.: 5798

. Commissioner for Patents

PO Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

SUBMISSION OF FORMAL DRAWINGS

Dear Sir:

The Transaction History in Private PAIR (a copy of which is enclosed) indicates “Formal

Drawings Required.” However, no explanation was given, nor was any such requirement received

by the Applicant’s representative. In order to resolve the issue, Applicant submits herewith formal

drawings for the present application.

The Applicants believe no additional fees are due, but if the Commissioner believes

additional fees are due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees, which may be

required, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 50-3797.

Respectfully submitted,

V-2‘ - as Z Jf>»a:.l§§—§
Date . Gustav Larson, Reg. No. 39,263

Attorney for Applicant

Larson Newman Abel Polansky & White, LLP

5914 West Courtyard Drive, Suite 200

Austin, TX 78730

(512) 439-7100 (phone)

(512)439-7199 (fax)

LG Ex. 1002, pg 263
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Page 1 of 1

 Transaction Description

04-05-2006 Mail Notice of Allowance -—--""“

04-05-2006 Mail Formal Drawings Requi 
04-03-2006 Formal Drawings Required

04-03-2006 Notice of Allowance Data Verification Completed

03-24-2006 Date Forwarded to Examiner

03-20-2006 Amendment after Final Rejection

03-21-2006 Case Docketed to Examiner in GAU

01-20-2006 Mail Final Rejection (PTOL - 326)

01-18-2006 Final Rejection

11-02-2005 Date Forwarded to Examiner

09-15-2005 Response after Non-Final Action

06-15-2005 Mail Non-Final Rejection

06-13-2005 Non-Final Rejection

06-13-2005 IFW TSS Processing by Tech Center Complete

03-22-2005 Date Forwarded to Examiner

12-27-2004 Response after Non-Final Action

12-27-2004 Workflow incoming amendment IFW

10-04-2004 Mail Non-Final Rejection

10-01-2004 Non-Final Rejection

07-14-2004 Case Docketed to Examiner in GAU

07-18-2003 Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed

02-23-2001 Case Docketed to Examiner in GAU

02-08-2001 Application Dispatched from OIPE

02-08-2001 Correspondence Address Change

12-07-2000 IFW Scan & PACR Auto Security Review

11-06-2000 Initial Exam Team nn
 

Close Window
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d this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEECommission er for Patents
P.0. Box 1450 _ _
Alexandria, V'IrglIun 22313-I450

arm (571)-273-zass

INSTRUCITONS: This rum: should be: used for tmnsmining thl: ISSUE FEE nnd l>ula_ucA'no;q FEE (if u.-qnir_cd Bloch; l mmugn 5 slmula as completed whm;
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 LARSQN> 
Intellectual roperty Law

5914 west Courqard Drive. Suite 200
Ausl!n,TX- 78730

Phone: 512439-7100
Fax: 512-439-7199

 
 

FACSIMILE COVER SHEET

DATE: July 3, 2006

TO: Examiner Christopher 0. ONUAKU FAX NO.: 571-273-2885
usmo GPAU 2621

FROM: J. Gustav Larson

Reg. No. 39,263

RE: ISSUE FEE ‘ 

u.s. APP NO.: 09/707,060-»—-—:-- an...-....-u....._j.. ...........-.j... ...._.............. :1-Uuvuvlnmo -..._j-... ,._,.,...,.,.,____._j_. _,._,.___._.._ ___j_.,,. ,,...,_,_,_._

FILING DATE: November

APPLICANT: Brcmko KOVACEVIC

ATIY DKT NO.: ATIOOOO69 ( T376-0000690)

TITLE: SYSTEM FOR D|GlTAL TIME SHIFTING AND METHOD THEREOF

”}§i"c3'.' c'3"ié‘i$7A"£;~;'é§"('i}u<':’L. coves sneer): 5
 

Aflached please find:

Tronsmiffol Form (1 pg)

E Issue Fee Tronsmifiol Form (1 pg) {in duplicate)

Fee Address Indicofion Form (1 pg)

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE
[gum 27:4; pugs! accompanying zN:jbc.tim'Ic tran.mn3.n‘an contain irfonnarianfrom the law afiics af.lar.m71 Ne-wnumAbeI
NEWMAN Palaruky & White, LLP. andare corgfidmtial andpr-ivileged The fnjbrmalion is intended to be max by use bldtvldwalfs)
Am‘ ar an-u'!y(I'a9) named an (hi: covw shes!‘ only. [fyou are not the tmcndadrecrpimr be aware that madmg disclosingcopying ah’:-tribute» or me qfths content: ofrhla mmerumlon Lip:-ahibitcal Pleaxe mafiz u: immedatcly {fyou have
R1395 5‘ rcceiwd this zran.m1m‘i0n in error at (ha number (med above and mum the daamnsn: ro ru yin regular mail
Warm, up
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FTOISBI21 (0904)
Approvbd fol’ use through 0TI‘31I2006. OMB 0651-0031

US. I=ate_nt anq Trademark Otlbe; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERE
 

TRANSMITTAL

FORM
 

 
 
  Afler Allowance Communication to TC

 
Fee Transmittal Form

   B Appeal Communication to Boardnftflppeals and Interferenoes

I: Appeal Cornmunition to TO

U Fee Attached
  

  
 

 

  
 

 
 
  

 
 
 

   

  
 

 

  

Amendmentmepty PeW°" (Annual NMIGE. Brief. Rwly W9’)

D Petition to Convert to a _Arte: Final Provisional Application Pmnfletaw lnffirmahon

D Power of Attorney, RevomtlonAffidavtt5ldectaratlon(s) Change of Correspondence Address Stalus Letter
_ . Other Enclosure(s) (please Identify

Extension of Time Request Tefmmal Dlsdalfilef below):
amass Abandonment Raquas‘ Request for Refund Fee Address Indication Form (1 pg)  

CIDEIEIEIEJEllj
CD, Number of CD(s)

Ij Landscape Table on CD

Information Disclosure Statement 
 
 

 
Certified Copy of Priority
Document(s)

Reptyto Missing Parts!
incomplete Application

Reply to Missing Pans
under37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53

SIGNATURE or APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, on AGENT

 LARSON NEWMAN ABEL POLANSKV 86 V/HITE, LLP

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 
CUSTOMER NO.: 34456

 
 

Signature

mm
7+ 5-5“ 39.263

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSIONIMAILING

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the Unlted States Postal Service with

sufficient postage as first - . it in an envelope add = to; commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on

  
 

  

   
  

.r
the date shown below

l
E50‘!-

This aolladion at lnforrnatlon is required by 37 CPR 1.5. The information it! rtaqulred to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an Oonflcentialny is gnvamad by 35-U.S.¢. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and1.‘l4. This eoltecfiun is estimated to 2 hours to complete. inclucnng
93"'|B'l"9. Preparing. and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending U900 the individual case. Any comments on the
amount at time you require to complete this fun-n andlor suggestions {or reducing this buruen, should be sent to the Chief Information omoer. u.s. Patent and
Tmdamatk oftlce. U5. Department of Commerce. P.O. Boat ‘I450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. Do NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS To THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.0. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

  

Ifyou need assistance in oomplefing the farm, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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JUL.17.2006 3:54PM LNAPw512—327-5452 M08308 9.2

LARSON I» NEWMAN
Intellectual Property Law

¢%—-éé- 
5914 West Courtyard Dfive. Suite 200

Austin. TX ‘ 78730
Phone: 51243-7100

Fax: 512-439-7199

July 17, 2006

Via Facsimile

RE: U.S. PATENT APPLICATION 09/707,060
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. ATI000069 (1376-0000690)

A Dear Examiner Groody:

Thank you for your assistance with this matter. During our phone conversation earlier today, we
discussed that the specification ofApplication Number 09/707,060 was not amended during
prosecution to change the application incorporated by reference (two occurances) therein, docket
number 990135, to the assigned Application Number 09/4 89,682.

Based on my discussion with the Publication Group, I was told the matter had been sent to final
data capture, and that my best course of action would be to notify the Examiner handling the
matter, Examiner Onuaku, of the situation. Per your request, I am faxing you the following
information regarding this matter.

1) copies ofthe two pages in the original specification identifying where an amendment should be
made; and

2) The cover sheet of a PTO correspondence that correlates docket number 990 l 35 to Application
Number 09/489,682. You will note that the listed docket number (0l00.990 1350) of the
09/489,682 application has the filing attorney’s client code (0100) added as a prefix, and a zero
(0) added as a suflix to the docket number 990135. However, you will further note that the first
named inventor is the same on both the present application and the application incorporated by
reference, and the similarity of subject matter between the applications make it clear that
application 09/489,682 correlates to docket number 990135, which was incorporated into the
present application 09/606,060 by reference.

Your assistance in amending the application to reflect the Application Number, instead of the
docket number, is appreciated. Please let me know if I may be of additional assistance.

Best Regards,

Xfiustav (Gus) Larson
Reg. No. 39,263

 

JGL/tnkh

Enclosures: (as stated)
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LARSON r NEWMAN
Intellectual Property Law

5914WestCnurtyatd D'ive,Sultn200
Ausan. no man

Phone. s124e$71uo
Fax: 5124397199

 

FACSIMILE COVER SHEET

DATE: July 17, 2006

TO: Examiner James J. GROODY FAX NO.: 571-273-7950
USPTO GPAU 2616 ' "

FROM: J. Gustav Larson

Reg. No. 39,263

U.S. APP NO.: 09/707,060

rrLrié0bAre; """‘u§iZ$Qem5é.;}Eféboo' ' '

‘t;taa;.c;;§Tts)t;‘t s'rEr'r'{t{o.01"'<.ov}o'.'"C..é'§../'|“c':'.'

ATTY DKT NO.: ATIOOOO69 (t376—0000690)

"firLé;’ Str.§tl.E”I\./_\..t=6REfitéttkttTIME.$Qtt5tING.At;t.I5N_A7tEtH(5l3.1;t;IEI§EOF. "A

_.NO.r6%..P.AéES.(|~.éL._é.dVEé.éHEEi): .. . .......... _, .. ............................ >14
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Detailed Description Of The Drawings

A specific method and apparatus is disclosed describing a time shifting technique.
In one embodiment, the disclosed time shitting technique can be based upon a hardware

transport stream demultiplexer that interfaces to a transport stream. The hardware

5 demultiplexer application assists in the extraction and parsing of a multiplexed

5&H packetized data stream, suchias a MPl.3G-2 Transport Stream.(’l”S') muitiplcg.q0ri_e+-éti‘<_:-1,165Z
1 . ‘g-O9 hardware demultiplexer is disclosed in-pendmg-patent application-(-990l—3§),- which is

hereby incorporated herein by‘ reference. The disclosed hardware transport core is used
to filter component streams into 15 memory ring buffers, one allocated inthe frame

to V memory for the dedicated MPEG-2 video decoder and others in the system memory for
the dedicated software parser. It can demultiplex the most frequent transport packets of

video stream into an Elementary Stream (ES) by monitoring the first packet identifier

(PD) of each TS packet. This flexible filter can be set to extract private data from the
adaptation field (AF) or from the PES packet header. Thirty-one other PIDs can be

IS simply filtered and routed to a common (joint) or individual memory buffers for
subsequent software processing on the host processor. The basic idea of a time shifting

is shown in Figure 5.

Figure 5 illustrates three fimctions performed by a time shitting system,- A first
function is to receive a live broadcast stream 510. According to the graph of Figure 5,

20 the live broadcast stream is continuously received during the time represented in Figure

5.

1”u'.ii«|i§Ii3-*-"‘Eli-‘3i5'~‘li3''“.ll?IL!-'.'-.'*£-S.3.«iElT.-IIll~}£:fi:".rr*¥.'«.D
A second function of a time shitting system is to record a specific program after a

user activates the time shifting feature. Vector 520 of Figure 5 indicates when a specific

program is being recorded by the time shifiing system.

25 A third function of the time shifting system is to display the specific program.

Vector 530 of Figure 5 indicates when a specific program is being played back.

Specifically, vector portion 531 represents the time where the program is being displayed
directly from the live broadcast stream. Vector portion 532 represents the time that the
user is unable to view the program, Let the user is away from the television Therefore, in
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the transport packets to a single memory queue. That way, a temporal order of a stream

and validity of ll‘-STD decoder model is already preserved.

In yet another time shifting embodiment, the video is de-multiplexed to tire level

of elementary stream and stored at the bit—strearn buffer of the MPEG video decoder

0 5 physically allocated in the frame memory. The MPEG video strmrn is then retrieved from

this buffer by a sofiware processing thread running on a host CPU. Every time a picture

start code is found in the video bit-stream buffer, a full compressed MPEG picture, in the

‘ f f l ' th b .

6 '6 orm o ‘e ementary stream, 15 sent to e syétgn figrpio . auger by DMA__ One such
a ’ -0 method is disclosed in patent application which is hereby incorporated herein

I0 by reference.

Before storing the fitll compressed MPEG picture in the DSM, a PBS packet

header is added. The audio stream. is de-multiplexed and decoded by the host CPU. In a

similar fashion as the video, prior to audio decoding, the audio frames are packetized into

PBS packets. Essential information from the PSI/Sllprivate data tables is decoded and

I5 stored in a pure source form on a DSM. This way, further reduction of the host DRAM

memory requirements for queue allocation and memory on the DSM media is reduced.

An advantage of this mode is reduction of CPU cycles needed for AN playback of

stored data due to the PBS format of audio/video data. PES de-multiplexing is done in

place, passing pointers to the payload of PBS packets that contain video or audio frames,

20 other implementations required they be sent by DMA to the video decoder before they

were decoded on host CPU (MPEG or AC-3 audio). As a result, the host CPU doesn't

move any raw audio or video data, and host CPU utilization is reduced in order of

J'rIIi—":7-.'lt‘_'-SM!‘.521”'4“é.'§’3E.%-l’.~2-art-'.'.%Iii.:f..Er»é'.’:l
magnitude compared to TS playback operating mode.

in the foregoing specification, the invention has been described with reference to

25 specific embodiments. However, one of ordinary skill in the art appreciates that various

modifications and changes can be made without departing from the scope of the present

invention as set forth in the claims below. For example, the specific time-shifling

implementation has been described as with reference to a specific transport stream

demultiplexer, and described in a previous applications which have been incorporated by

I3
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