
F
r1

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

Alexandria Division

IN RE: TLI COMMUNICATIONS LLC )

PATENT LITIGATION )

) MDLNo. I:14md2534

)
This document relates to ALL member cases )

)

FEB - 6 2015

MEMORANDUM OPINION

The remaining, but still numerous, defendants in this multidistrict litigation ("MDL")

patent infringement action have filed a consolidated motion to dismiss that raises, inter alia, the

following two important and potentially dispositive questions:

(1) Whether the patent at issue, United States Patent 6,038,295, titled an "Apparatus and
Method for Recording, Communicating and Administering Digital Images"
(hereinafter '"295 patent"), is invalid because it claims patent-ineligible subject
matter under 35 U.S.C. § 101: and

(2) Whether Claims 1 and 25 of the '295 patent contain means-plus-function terms, and if
so, whether these claims are fatally indefinite under 35 U.S.C. § 112(1) for failing to
disclose corresponding structure.

For the reasons that follow, defendants' motion to dismiss on § 101 and § 112(1) grounds must

be granted:

(1) The '295 patent is directed to an abstract idea and lacks an inventive concept, making
it ineligible for patent protection under § 101; and

(2) Claims 1 and 25 of the '295 patent contain means-plus-function terms without
disclosing corresponding structure and these claims arc therefore fatally indefinite
pursuant to § 112(f).

1Initially, plaintiff sued 30 defendants in this consolidated MDL action. Since then, stipulations
of dismissal have been filed with respect to the following defendants: (1) Max Media LLC, (2)
For a Song Inc., (3) WIII, Inc., (4) Photobucket.com, Inc., (5) Smugmug, Inc, (6) Lucidiom, Inc.,
and (7) Richmond Camera Shop, Inc.
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