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(7) ABSTRACT

Vehicular monitoring arrangement for monitoring an envi-
ronment of the vehicle including at least one active pixel
camera for obtaining images of the environment of the
vehicle and a processor coupled to the active pixel camera(s)
for determining at least one characteristic of an object in the
environment based on the images obtained by the active
pixel camera(s). The active pixel camera can be arranged in
a headliner, roof or ceiling of the vehicle to obtain images of
an interior environment of the vehicle, in an A-pillar or
B-pillar of the vehicle to obtain images of an interior
environment of the vehicle, or in a roof, ceiling, B-pillar or
C-pillar of the vehicle to obtain images of an interior
environment of the vehicle behind a front seat of the vehicle.
The determined characteristic can be used to enable optimal
control of a reactive component, system or subsystem
coupled to the processor. When the reactive component is an
airbag assembly including at least one airbag, the processor
can be designed to control at least one deployment param-
eter of the airbag(s).
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