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gramming element is the procedure (a named
sequence of statements, such as a routine, subrou-
tine, or function). The most widely used high-level
languages (C, Pascal, Basic, FORTRAN, COBOL,
Ada) are all procedural languages. See also proce-
dure. Compare nonprocedural language.
procedural rendering \pro-s& jor-al ren"dor- eng\
#. The rendering of a two-dimensional image from
three-dimensional  coordinates with texturing

according to user-specified conditions, such as
direction and degree of lighting,
procedure \pra-s€jor\ 7. In a program a named
1

procedural rendering : ’ “Professional Graphics Display

processor \pros‘es-or\ 7. See central processing
unit, Microprocessor.

Processor Direct Slot \pros es-or-dor-ekt”
n. See PDS (definition 1).

Prodigy Information Service \prod a-jé
mi shan sor'vas\ #. An online information service
founded by IBM and Sears. Like its competitors
America Online and CompuServe, Prodigy offers
access to databases and file libraries, online chat,
special interest groups, e-mail, and Internet con-
nectivity. Also called Prodigy.

product \prod“ukt\ #. 1. An operator in the rela-

legebra used in database management that,

slot™\

in-for-

o ¢van, magenta,and yellow:1o:Cr

2also_color modél;;c@
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stateful handling of messages takes account of
their content. Compare stateless.

stateless \stit’los\ adj. Of or pertaining to a sys-
tem or process that participates in an activity with-
out monitoring all details of its state. For example,
stateless handling of messages might take account
of only their sources and destinations but not their
content. Compare stateful,

statement \stit'mont\ 7. The smallest executable
entity within a programming language.

state-of-the-art \stat"sv-dhé-Art'\ adj. Up to date;
at the forefront of current hardware or software
technology.

state.us \dot-stat"dot-U-S°\ #. On the Internet, the
major geographic domain specifying that an
address belongs to a state government in the
United States.

static! \stat’ik\ adj. In information processing,
fixed or predetermined. For example, a static
memory buffer remains invariant in size through-
out program execution. The opposite condition is
dynamic, or ever-changing.

static’ \stat’ik\ ». In communications, a crackling
noise caused by electrical interference with a
transmitted signal. See also noise (definition 2).

static allocation \stat'ik al-o-ka“shon\ #. Appor-
tionment of memory that occurs once, usually
when the program starts. The memory remains allo-

stationery’ \sti’sho-niré\ adj Describing a type
of document that, when opened by the user, is
duplicated by the system; the copy is opened for
the user’s modification while the original docu-
ment remains intact. Stationery documents can be
used as document templates or boilerplates. See
also boilerplate, template (definition 5).

stationery? \sti’sho-niré\ . A stationery docu-
ment. See also stationery'.

statistical multiplexer \sto-tis ta-kal mul ti-pleks-
ar\ n. A multiplexing device that adds “intelli-
gence” to time-division multiplexing by using buff-
ering (temporary storage) and a microprocessor to
combine transmission streams into a single signal
and to allocate available bandwidth dynamically.
Also called stat mux. See also dynamic allocation,
multiplexing, time-division multiplexing.

statistics \sto-ti’stiks\ #. The branch of mathemat-
ics that deals with the relationships among groups
of measurements and with the relevance of simi-
larities and differences in those relationships. See
also binomial distribution, Monte Carlo method,
probability, regression analysis, standard devia-
tion, stochastic.

stat mux \stat'muks\ #. Seestatistical multiplexer.

status \stat’us, stdtus\ #. The condition at a par-
ticular time of any of numerous elements of com-
puting—a device, a communications channel, a

n cated during the program’s execution and is not network station, a program, a bit, or other ele-
y deallocated until the program is finished. See also ment—used to report on or to control computer
n allocate, deallocate. Compare dynamic allocation, operations.
e static binding \stat’ik bin"déng\ #. Binding (con-  status bar \stat'us bir’, sti‘tus\ . In Microsoft
verting symbolic addresses in the program to Windows, a space at the bottom of many program
storage-related addresses) that occurs during pro- windows that contains a short text message about
‘gram compilation or linkage. Also called early the current condition of the program. Some pro-
binding. Compare dynamic binding. grams also display an explanation of the currently
static electricity \statik  o-lek-tris>-t&, &Jek- selected menu command in the status bar. See the
tris“2-t€\ #. An electrical charge atcumulated in an illustration.
object. Although generally harmless to humans, the
discharge of static electricity through an electronic
circuit can cause severe damage to the circuit.
© static RAM \stat'ik ram”, R-A-M"\ #. A form of  Status bar.
semiconductor memory (RAM) based on the logic  status codes \stat’us kddz™, stitus\ #. Strings of
circuit known as a flip-flop, which retains informa- digits or other characters that indicate the success i 1
tion as long as there is enough power to run the or failure of some attempted action. Status codes
n device. Static RAMs are usually reserved for use in were commonly used to report the results of early i
of , caches. Acronym: SRAM (Sram, S'R-A-M7). See computer programs, but most software today uses :
N - also cache, RAM. Compare dynamic RAM. words or graphics. Internet users, especially those |
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