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I. INTRODUCTION 

 Sony Corporation, Sony Electronics Inc., Sony Mobile Communications 

AB, and Sony Mobile Communications (USA) Inc. (collectively, “Petitioners”) 

hereby submit their reply to Patent Owner’s Response to Petition (Paper No. 17, 

“Response”).  In its Decision on Institution of Inter Partes Review (Paper No. 7, 

“Institution Decision”), the Patent Trial and Appeal Board (“Board”) instituted 

review of claims 19–24 of U.S. Patent No. 7,296,121 (“the ’121 patent”).  In 

particular, the Board instituted review of claim 24 as obvious over U.S. Patent No. 

7,698,509 to Koster et al. (“Koster”), and claims 19–23 as obvious over Koster in 

view of Jeffrey Kuskin, et al., The Stanford FLASH Microprocessor, PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 21ST
 ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON COMPUTER ARCHITECTURE, 

IEEE (1994) (“Kuskin”).  The Patent Owner’s Response has essentially one 

argument—that the Board’s Institution Decision relied on an incorrect claim 

construction of the term “states.”  As described below however, the Board’s 

construction of “states” was correct, and accordingly claims 19–24 are 

unpatentable.  Moreover, claims 19–24 are unpatentable even under Patent 

Owner’s incorrect construction of “states” because Koster discloses such states.  
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