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571 ABSTRACT

In a data communication system (100), a method is
provided to distinguish between and select from multi-
ple communication paths (4,6,and 8)to a designated end
point (10). The communications path selection is done
locally, on a portable subscriber unit (2). The communi-
cations path is transparent to requesting software appli-
cation (30). The method manages a plurality of commu-
nications devices (42,44) using existing communications
infrastructure.

19 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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