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Redwood Shores~ California 94065 
Telephone: (650; 801-5000 
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Attorneys for Plaintiff the California 
Institute of Technology 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

The CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY, a California 
corporation, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

I 

c 

c 
a 
a 

r 

HUGHES COMMUNICATIONS, 
NC.rl' a Delaware corporation, 

HUuHES NETWORK SYSTEMS, 
LLC, a Delaware limited liability 
ompany, DISH NETWORK 

CORPORATION a Nevada 
orporation, DISH NE WORK L.L.C., 
Colorado limited liab ility company, 

nd DISHNE SATELLITE 
BROADBAND L.L.C., a Colorado 
tmited liability company, 

Defendants. 
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1 Plaintiff the California Institute of Technology ("Cal tech" or "Plaintiff'), by 

2 and through its undersigned counsel, complains and alleges as follows against 

3 Hughes Communications, Inc., Hughes Network Systems, LLC, DISH Network 

4 Corporation, DISH Network L.L.C., and dishNET Satellite Broadband L.L.C. 

5 (collectively, "Defendants"): 

6 NATURE OF THE ACTION 

7 1. This is a civil action for patent infringement arising under the patent 

8 laws of the United States, 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 et seq. 

9 2. Defendants have infringed and continue to infringe, contributed to and 

10 continue to contribute to the infringement of, and/or actively induced and continue 

11 to induce others to infringe Caltech's U.S. Patent No. 7,116,710, U.S. Patent No. 

12 7,421,032, U.S. Patent No. 7,916,781, and U.S. Patent No. 8,284,833 (collectively, 

13 "the Asserted Patents"). Caltech is the legal owner by assignment of the Asserted 

14 Patents, which were duly and legally issued by the United States Patent and 

15 Trademark Office. Caltech seeks injunctive relief and monetary damages. 

16 THE PARTIES 

17 3. Caltech is a non-profit private university organized under the laws of 

18 the State of California, with its principal place of business at 1200 East California 

19 Boulevard, Pasadena, California 91125. 

20 4. On information and belief, Hughes Communications, Inc. ("Hughes 

21 Communications") is a corporation organized under the laws of the State of 

22 Delaware, with its principal place of business located at 11717 Exploration Lane, 

23 Germantown, Maryland 20876. On information and belief, Hughes 

24 Communications is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Hughes Satellite Systems 

25 Corporation, which is a wholly-owned subsidiary of EchoStar Corporation 

26 ("EchoStar"). 

27 5. On information and belief, Hughes Network Systems, LLC ("Hughes 

28 Network") is a limited liability company organized under the laws of the State of 
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1 Delaware, with its principal place of business located at 11717 Exploration Lane, 

2 Germantown, Maryland 20876. On information and belief, Hughes Network is a 

3 wholly owned subsidiary of Hughes Communications. Hughes Communications 

4 and Hughes Network, collectively, are referred to as "Hughes Defendants." 

5 6. On information and belief, DISH Network Corporation ("DISH Corp.") 

6 is a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Nevada with its principal 

7 place of business located at 9601 South Meridian Boulevard, Englewood, Colorado 

8 80112. 

9 7. On information and belief, DISH Network L.L.C. ("DISH L.L.C.") is a 

10 limited liability company organized under the laws of the State of Colorado with its 

11 principal place of business located at 9601 South Meridian Boulevard, Englewood, 

12 Colorado 80112. On information and belief, DISH L.L.C. is a wholly owned 

13 subsidiary of DISH Corp. 

14 8. On information and belief, dishNET Satellite Broadband L.L.C. 

15 ("dishNET") is a limited liability company organized under the laws of the State of 

16 Colorado with its principal place of business located at 9601 South Meridian 

17 Boulevard, Englewood, Colorado 80112. On information and belief, dishNET is a 

18 wholly owned subsidiary of DISH Corp. On information and belief, dishNET and 

19 DISH L.L.C. are related entities. DISH Corp., DISH L.L.C., and dishNET, 

20 collectively, are referred to as "Dish Defendants." 

21 9. On information and belief, Hughes Defendants' parent company, 

22 EchoStar, and Dish Defendants were previously one company. On information and 

23 belief, around January 2008, Echo Star and Dish Defendants became two separate 

24 companies (the "spin-off'). 

25 10. On information and belief, the business relationship among Dish 

26 Defendants, EchoStar and Hughes Defendants remains extremely integrated. The 

27 same individual serves as the Chairman of both Dish Defendants and EchoStar. 

28 Further, since the spin-off, a substantial majority of the voting power of the shares 
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1 of both Dish Defendants and Echo Star is owned beneficially by the Chairman, or by 

2 certain trusts established by the Chairman. Additionally, on information and belief, 

3 in addition to the Chairman, an individual responsible for the development and 

4 implementation of advanced technologies that are of potential utility and importance 

5 to both Dish Defendants and EchoStar serves on the board of both companies. On 

6 information and belief, in 2010, Dish Defendants accounted for 82.5% ofEchoStar's 

7 total revenue and in 2012, Dish Defendants accounted for 49.5% ofEchoStar's total 

8 revenue. Additionally, on information and belief, in October 2012, Dish Defendants 

9 and Hughes Defendants entered into a distribution agreement relating to Hughes 

10 Defendants' satellite internet service: 

11 JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

12 11. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this action under 

13 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a). 

14 12. Hughes Defendants are subject to this Court's personal jurisdiction. On 

15 information and belief, Hughes Defendants regularly conduct business in the State 

16 of California, including in the Central District of California, and have committed 

17 acts of patent infringement and/or contributed to or induced acts of patent 

18 infringement by others in this District and elsewhere in California and the United 

19 States. As such, Hughes Defendants have purposefully availed themselves of the 

20 privilege of conducting business within this District; have established sufficient 

21 minimum contacts with this District such that they should reasonably and fairly 

22 anticipate being haled into court in this District; have purposefully directed activities 

23 at residents of this State; and at least a portion of the patent infringement claims 

24 alleged herein arise out of or are related to one or more of the foregoing activities. 

25 13. Dish Defendants are subject to this Court's personal jurisdiction. On 

26 information and belief, Dish Defendants regularly conduct business in the State of 

27 California, including in the Central District of California, maintain employees in this 

28 District and elsewhere in Califomia, and have committed acts of patent infringement 
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1 and/or contributed to or induced acts of patent infringement by others in this District 

2 and elsewhere in California and the United States. As such, Dish Defendants have 

3 purposefully availed themselves of the privilege of conducting business within this 

4 District; have established sufficient minimum contacts with this District such that 

5 they should reasonably and fairly anticipate being haled into court in this District; 

6 have purposefully directed activities at residents of this State; and at least a portion 

7 of the patent infringement claims alleged herein arise out of or are related to one or 

8 more of the foregoing activities. 

9 14. Venue is proper in this judicial district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391 

10 and 1400 because Defendants regularly conduct business in this District, and certain 

11 of the acts complained ofherein occurred in this District. 

12 CAL TECH'S ASSERTED PATENTS 

13 15. On October 3, 2006, the United States Patent Office issued U.S. Patent 

14 No. 7,116,710, titled "Serial Concatenation of Interleaved Convolutional Codes 

15 Forming Turbo-Like Codes" (the "'710 patent"). A true and correct copy of the 

16 '710 patent is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

17 16. On September 2, 2008, the United States Patent Office issued U.S. 

18 Patent No. 7,421,032, titled "Serial Concatenation of Interleaved Convolutional 

19 Codes Forming Turbo-Like Codes" (the '"032 patent"). A true and correct copy of 

20 the '032 patent is attached hereto as Exhibit B. The '032 patent is a continuation of 

21 the application that led to the '710 patent. 

22 17. On March 29, 2011, the United States Patent Office issued U.S. Patent 

23 No. 7 ,916, 781, titled "Serial Concatenation of Interleaved Convolutional Codes 

24 Forming Turbo-Like Codes" (the '"781 patent"). A true and correct copy of the 

25 '781 patent is attached hereto as Exhibit C. The '781 patent is a continuation of the 

26 application that led to the '032 patent, which is a continuation of the application that 

27 led to the '710 patent. 

28 18. On October 9, 2012, the United States Patent Office issued U.S. Patent 

COMPLAINT fOR PATENT INfRINGEMENT 
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1 No. 8,284,833, titled "Serial Concatenation of Interleaved Convolutional Codes 

2 Forming Turbo-Like Codes" (the "'833 patent"). A true and correct copy of the 

3 '833 patent is attached hereto as Exhibit D. The '833 patent is a continuation of the 

4 application that led to the '781 patent, which is a continuation of the application that 

5 led to the '032 patent, which is a continuation of the application that led to the '710 

6 patent. 

7 19. The Asserted Patents identify Hui Jin, Aamod Khandekar, and Robert 

8 J. McEliece as the inventors (the "Named Inventors"). 

9 20. Cal tech is the owner of all right, title, and interest in and to each of the 

10 Asserted Patents with full and exclusive right to bring suit to enforce the Asserted 

11 Patents, including the right to recover for past damages and/or royalties. 

12 21. The Asserted Patents are valid and enforceable. 

13 BACKGROUND TO THIS ACTION 

14 22. The Asserted Patents disclose a seminal improvement to coding 

15 systems and methods used for digital satellite transmission. The Asserted Patents 

16 disclose an ensemble of codes called irregular repeat-accumulate (IRA) codes, 

17 which are specific types of low-density parity check (LDPC) codes. The IRA codes 

18 disclosed in the Asserted Patents enable a transmission rate close to the theoretical 

19 limit, while also providing the advantage of a low encoding complexity. 

20 23. In September 2000, the Named Inventors of the Asserted Patents 

21 published a paper regarding their invention, titled "Irregular Repeat-Accumulate 

22 Codes" for the Second International Conference on Turbo Codes. (Exhibit E.) This 

23 paper has been widely cited by experts in the industry. 

24 24. Experts recognize the importance and usefulness of the IRA codes 

25 disclosed in the September 2000 paper by the Named Inventors of the Asserted 

26 Patents. For example, a paper praising these IRA codes was published in August 

27 2004 by Aline Roumy, Souad Guemghar, Giuseppe Caire, and Sergio Verduin the 

28 IEEE Transactions on Information Theory. This paper, titled "Design Methods for 

COMPLAINT roR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 
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1 Irregular Repeat-Accumulate Codes," states: 

IRA codes are, in fact, special subclasses of both irregular 
LDPCs and irregular turbo codes .... IRA codes are an 
appealing choice because the encoder is extremely simple, their 
performance is quite competitive with that of turbo codes and 
LDPCs, and they can be decoded with a very-low-complexity 
iterative decoding scheme. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
(Exhibit F, at 1.) This paper also notes that, four years after the September 2000 

7 
paper, the Named Inventors were the only ones to propose a method to design IRA 

8 
codes. (!d.) 

9 
The current standard for digital satellite transmissions embodies the 25. 

10 
invention of the Asserted Patents by using channel codes that are IRA codes. This 

11 
digital satellite transmission standard is titled "Digital Video Broadcasting (DVB); 

12 
Second generation framing structure, channel coding and modulation systems for 

13 
Broadcasting, Interactive Services, News Gathering and other broadband satellite 

14 
applications" (the "DVB-S2 standard"). 

15 
26. Experts in the industry recognize that the DVB-S2 standard uses the 

IRA codes initially disclosed by the Named Inventors of the Asserted Patents. For 
17 

example, a 2005 paper published by the highly regarded Institute of Electrical and 

16 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Electronics Engineers (IEEE), titled "A Synthesizable IP Core for DVB-S2 LDPC 

Code Decoding," and authored by Frank Kienle, Torben Brack, and Norbert Wehn 

recogmzes: 

The LDPC codes as defined in the DVB-S2 standard are IRA 
codes, thus the encoder realization is straight forward. 
Furthermore, the DVB-S2 code shows regularities which can be 
exploited for an efficient hardware realization. 

25 
(Exhibit G, at 1.) 

26 
27. Moreover, this paper provides credit to the September 2000 paper 

27 
authored by the Named Inventors of the Asserted Patents for the origination of the 

28 
IRA codes that are defined in the DVB-S2 standard. (!d. at 1 & n.8.) 
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1 28. Similarly, on information and belief, a 2007 paper titled "Factorizable 

2 Modulo MParallel Architecture for DVB-S2 LDPC Decoding," and published in the 

3 Proceedings of the 6th Conference on Telecommunications, recognizes that the 

4 DVB-S2 standard uses the IRA codes initially disclosed by the Named Inventors of 

5 the Asserted Patents. This paper, authored by Marco Gomes, Gabriel Faldio, Vitor 

6 Silva, Vitor Ferreira, Alexandre Sengo, and Miguel Falcao, states: 

7 

8 

9 

10 

The new DVB-S2 [) standard adopted a special class of LDPC 
codes lmown by IRA codes [] as the main solution for the FEC 
system. 

(Exhibit H, at 1.) 

29. Moreover, this paper also credits the September 2000 paper authored 
11 

by the Named Inventors of the Asserted Patents for the origination of the IRA codes 
12 

that are defined in the DVB-S2 standard. (!d. at 1 & n.8.) 
13 

30. As even further support, on information and belief, a 2006 industry 
14 

paper published in the Journal of Communications Software and Systems, titled 
15 

"Design of LDPC Codes: A Survey and New Results" and authored by Gianluigi 
16 

17 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Liva, Shumei Song, Lan Lan, Yifei Zhang, Shu Lin, and William E. Ryan, confirms 

The ETSI DVB S2 [] standard for digital video broadcast 
specifies two IRA code families with block lengths 64800 and 
16200. 

(Exhibit I, at 10-11.) 

31. As such, products, methods, equipment, and/or services that implement 

23 the DVB-S2 standard practice one or more claims of each of the Asserted Patents 

24 because the DVB-S2 standard embodies the invention of the Asserted Patents by 

25 using IRA codes. 

26 32. On information and belief, Hughes Defendants manufacture, use, 

27 import, offer for sale, or sell products, methods, equipment, and/or services that 

28 implement the DVB-S2 standard. For example, Hughes Defendants provide satellite 

COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 
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1 broadband internet access to consumers and broadband network services to the 

2 enterprise markets, among other activities, including through their HN System and 

3 HX System product lines. Hughes Defendants have extensively publicized that their 

4 flagship HN System and HX System satellite broadband internet product lines 

5 implement the DVB-S2 standard. On information and belief, Hughes Defendants 

6 market and sell, among other activities, certain broadband equipment and services 

7 that implements the DVB-S2 standard through the HughesNet brand. On 

8 information and belief, Hughes Defendants further sell or provide certain broadband 

9 equipment and services that implements the DVB-S2 standard to Dish Defendants. 

10 On information and belief, Hughes Defendants use their broadband equipment that 

11 implements the DVB-S2 standard for testing, consulting, and/or support services, 

12 among other activities. 

13 33. On information and belief, Dish Defendants manufacture, use, import, 

14 offer for sale, or sell products, methods, equipment, and/or services that implement 

15 the DVB-S2 standard. For example, on information and belief, Dish Defendants 

16 market, offer for sale, sell, and distribute, among other activities, Hughes 

1 7 Defendants' satellite internet service, among other products and services, under the 

18 dishNET brand pursuant to a distribution agreement entered into with Hughes 

19 Defendants in October 2012. On information and belief, Dish Defendants purchase 

20 certain broadband equipment and services that implements the DVB-S2 standard 

21 from Hughes Defendants and offer for sale, sell, provide, and/or distribute this 

22 equipment and service to its customers. On information and belief, Dish Defendants 

23 use this broadband equipment and service that implements the DVB-S2 standard for 

24 testing, consulting and/or support services, among other activities. On information 

25 and belief, the dishNET services are primarily bundled with other services offered 

26 by Dish Defendants. 

27 34. Hughes Defendants admit that their broadband satellite systems are 

28 compliant with "high-speed DVB-S2." (Exhibit J.) Additionally, Hughes 

COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 
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1 Defendants have touted that implementation of this DVB-S2 standard "provides for 

2 higher throughputs, better coding efficiency, and improved satellite resource 

3 utilization for the outbound channel." (Exhibit K.) 

4 35. Further, Hughes Defendants' website advertises its HX System and 

5 provides a linlc to a brochure titled "High-Performance IP Satellite Broadband 

6 System." (Exhibit L.) This brochure similarly highlights Hughes Defendants' 

7 implementation of the DVB-S2 standard, stating that the core component of the HX 

8 System, the HX Gateway, "uses a DVB-S2 carrier . . ; for the outbound channel 

9 received by all HX System remote terminals." (!d.) 

10 3 6. Hughes Defendants' website also advertises its HN System and states 

11 that it is compliant with DVB-S2. (Exhibit M.) 

12 COUNT I 

13 Infringement of the '710 Patent 

14 3 7. Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporates by reference the allegations of the 

15 preceding paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

16 38. On information and belief, in violation of35 U.S.C. § 271, Defendants 

17 have infringed and are currently infringing, directly and/or through intermediaries, 

18 the '71 0 patent by making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the 

19 United States, without authority, products, methods, equipment, and/or services that 

20 practice one or more claims of the '710 patent. These products, methods, 

21 equipment, and/or services include products that implement the DVB-S2 standard, 

22 including without limitation products in the HN System and HX System product 

23 lines, satellite internet product lines distributed under the dishNET brand, network 

24 and network services that employ these products, and/or marketing, consulting, 

25 and/or support services provided for these products and services (collectively, the 

26 "Accused Services and Products"). For example, at least Paragraphs 32 and 33 

27 illustrate a limited number of examples of Defendants' direct infringement of the 

28 '71 0 patent. Defendants have infringed and are currently infringing literally and/or 

COMPLAINT !'OR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 
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1 under the doctrine of equivalents. 

2 39. On information and belief, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271, Defendants 

3 have infringed and are continuing to infringe the '71 0 patent by contributing to 

4 and/or actively inducing the infringement by others of the '71 0 patent by making, 

5 using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United States, without 

6 authority, products, methods, equipment, and/or services, including the Accused 

7 Services and Products, that practice one or more claims of the '71 0 patent. 

8 40. Hughes Defendants have had actual knowledge of their infringement of 

9 the '71 0 patent before the filing date of this Complaint through letters alleging such 

1 0 infringement, or at least have had actual knowledge of their infringement of the '71 0 

11 patent since no later than the filing date of this Complaint. 

12 41. On information and belief, Dish Defendants have had actual 

13 knowledge of their infringement of the '710 patent before the filing date of this 

14 Complaint based on their marketing, sale, and distribution, among other activities, 

15 of Hughes Defendants' satellite internet service and their relationship with Hughes 

16 Defendants (see Paragraphs 9, 10, 3 3 ). Dish Defendants at least have had actual 

17 knowledge of their infringement of the '710 patent since no later than the filing 

18 date of this Complaint. 

19 42. Notwithstanding Defendants' actual notice of infringement, 

20 Defendants have continued, directly and/or through intermediaries, to manufacture, 

21 use, import, offer for sale, or sell the Accused Services and Products with 

22 knowledge of or willful blindness to the fact that their actions will induce others, 

23 including but not limited to their customers, partners, and/or end users, to infringe 

24 the '71 0 patent. Defendants have induced and continue to induce others to infringe 

25 the '710 patent in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271 by encouraging and facilitating 

26 others to perform actions that Defendants know to be acts of infringement of the 

27 '71 0 patent with intent that those performing the acts infringe the '71 0 p'atent. 

28 Upon information and belief, Defendants, directly and/or through intermediaries, 
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1 advertise and distribute the Accused Services and Products, publish instruction 

2 materials, specifications and/or promotional literature describing the operation of 

3 the Accused Services and Products, and/or offer training and/or consulting services 

4 regarding the Accused Services and Products to their customers, partners, and/or 

5 end users. At least consumers, partners, and/or end users of these Accused Services 

6 and Products then directly or jointly infringe the '71 0 patent by making, using, 

7 selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United States, without authority, 

8 the Accused Services and Products. 

9 43. Upon information and belief, Defendants know that the Accused 

10 Services and Products are especia~ly made or especially adapted for use in the 

11 infringement of the '71 0 patent. The infringing components of these products are 

12 not staple articles or commodities of commerce suitable for substantial non-

13 infringing use, and the infringing components of these products are a material part 

14 of the invention of the '710 patent. Accordingly, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271, 

15 Defendants are also contributing, directly and/or through intermediaries, to the 

16 direct infringement ofthe '710 patent by at least the customers, partners, and/or end 

17 users of these Accused Services and Products. The customers, partners, and/or end 

18 users of these Accused Services and Products directly infringe the '71 0 patent by 

19 making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United States, 

20 without authority, the Accused Services and Products. 

21 44. As but one example of Hughes Defendants' contributory and/or 

22 induced infringement, Hughes Defendants explicitly encourage their customers to 

23 practice the methods dis~losed a~d claimed in the '710 patent by using the Accused 

24 Services and Products. As detailed in Paragraphs 34 through 36, Hughes 

25 Defendants' website advertises its HN System and HX System, and provides 

26 information and brochures regarding these systems. (See Exhibits J, K, L, M.) 

27 These webpages and brochures highlight Hughes Defendants' implementation of the 

28 DVB-S2 standard. On information and belief, through materials such as these, the 
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1 Hughes Defendants actively encourage their consumers, partners, and/or end users 

2 to infringe the '710 patent through at least use of the HN System and HX System 

3 product lines, knowing those acts to be infringement of the '71 0 patent with intent 

4 that those performing the acts infringe the '71 0 patent. 

5 45. As but one example of Dish Defendants' contributory and/or induced 

6 infringement, Dish Defendants explicitly encourage their customers to practice the 

7 methods disclosed and claimed in the '71 0 patent by using the Accused Services and 

8 Products. According to Dish Defendants' 2012 Annual Report (10-K), Dish 

9 Defendants lease to dishNET satellite internet subscribers the customer premise 

10 equipment. On information and belief, this equipment implements the DVB-82 

11 standard. On information and belief, through providing this equipment, Dish 

12 Defendants actively encourage their consumers and end users to infringe the '710 

13 patent through at least use of the equipment, knowing those acts to be infringement 

14 ofthe '710 patent with intent that those performing the acts infringe the '710 patent. 

15 46. Defendants are not licensed or otherwise authorized to practice, 

16 contributorily practice and/or induce third parties to practice the claims of the '71 0 

17 patent. 

18 47. By reason of Defendants' infringing activities, Caltech has suffered, 

19 and will continue to suffer, substantial damages. 

20 48. Caltech is entitled to recover from Defendants the damages sustained as 

21 a result of Defendants' wrongful acts in an amount subject to proof at trial. 

22 49. Defendants' continuing acts of infringement are irreparably harming 

23 and causing damage to Caltech, for which Caltech has no adequate remedy at law, 

24 and will continue to suffer such irreparable injury unless Defendants' continuing 

25 acts of infringement are enjoined by the Court. The hardships that an injunction 

26 would impose are less than those faced by Caltech should an injunction not issue. 

27 The public interest would be served by issuance of an injunction. Thus, Cal tech is 

28 entitled to a preliminary and a permanent injunction against further infringement. 
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1 50. Hughes Defendants' infringement of the '710 patent has been and 

2 continues to be willful and deliberate, justifying a trebling of damages under 35 

3 U.S.C. § 284. Among other facts, Hughes Defendants have had knowledge of their 

4 infringement of the '71 0 patent before the filing date of this Complaint through 

5 letters alleging such infringement. Upon information and belief, Hughes 

6 Defendants' accused actions continued despite an objectively high likelihood that 

7 they constituted infringement of the '71 0 patent. Hughes Defendants either knew or 

8 should have known about their risk of infringing the '71 0 patent. Hughes 

9 Defendants' conduct despite this knowledge was made with both objective and 

10 subjective reckless disregard for the infringing nature of their activities as 

11 demonstrated by Hughes Defendants' knowledge regarding the claims of the '710 

12 patent. 

13 51. Defendants' infringement ofthe '710 patent is exceptional and entitles 

14 Caltech to attorneys' fees and costs incurred in prosecuting this action under 35 

15 u.s.c. § 285 . 

16 

17 

COUNT II 

Infringement of the '032 Paten! 

18 52. Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporates by reference the allegations of the 

19 preceding paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

20 53. On information and belief, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271, Defendants 

21 have infringed and are currently infringing, directly and/or through intermediaries, 

22 the '032 patent by making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the 

23 United States, without authority, products, methods, equipment, and/or services that 

24 practice one or more claims of the '032 patent. These products, methods, 

25 equipment, and/or services include products that implement the DVB-S2 standard, 

26 including without limitation products in the HN System and HX System product 

27 lines, satellite internet product lines distributed under the dishNET brand, network 

28 and network services that employ these products, and/or marketing, consulting, 
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1 and/or support services provided for these products and services (collectively, the 

2 "Accused Services and Products"). For example, at least Paragraphs 32 and 33 

3 illustrate a limited number of examples of Defendants' direct infringement of the 

4 '032 patent. Defendants have infringed and are currently infringing literally and/or 

5 under the doctrine of equivalents. 

6 54. On information and belief, in violation of35 U.S.C. § 271, Defendants 

7 have infringed and are continuing to infringe the '032 patent by contributing to 

8 and/or actively inducing the infringement by others of the '032 patent by making, 

9 using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United States, without 

10 authority, products, methods, equipment, and/or services, including the Accused 

11 Services and Products, that practice one or more claims of the '032 patent. 

12 55. Hughes Defendants have had actual knowledge of their infringement of 

13 the '032 patent before the filing date of this Complaint through letters alleging such 

14 infringement, or at least have had actual knowledge of their infringement of the '032 

15 patent since no later than the filing date of this Complaint. 

16 56. On information and belief, Dish Defendants have had actual knowledge 

17 of their infringement of the '032 patent before the filing date of this Complaint 

18 based on their marketing, sale, and distribution, among other activities, of Hughes 

19 Defendants' satellite internet service and their relationship with Hughes Defendants 

20 (see Paragraphs 9, 10, 33). Dish Defendants at least have had actual knowledge of 

21 their infringement of the '032 patent since no later than the filing date of this 

22 Complaint. 

23 57. Notwithstanding Defendants' actual notice of infringement, Defendants 

24 have continued, directly and/or through intermediaries, to manufacture, use, import, 

25 offer for sale, or sell the Accused Services and Products with knowledge of or 

26 willful blindness to the fact that their actions will induce others, including but not 

27 limited to their customers, partners, and/or end users, to infringe the '032 patent. 

28 Defendants have induced and continue to induce others to infringe the '032 patent in 
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1 violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271 by encouraging and facilitating others to perform 

2 actions that Defendants know to be acts of infringement of the '032 patent with 

3 intent that those performing the acts infringe the '032 patent. Upon information and 

4 belief, Defendants, directly and/or through intermediaries, advertise and distribute 

5 the Accused Services and Products, publish instruction materials, specifications 

6 and/or promotional literature describing the operation of the Accused Services and 

7 Products, and/or offer training and/or consulting services regarding the Accused 

8 Services and Products to their customers, partners, and/or end users. At least 

9 consumers, partners, and/or end users of these Accused Services and Products then 

10 directly or jointly infringe the '032 patent by making, using, selling, offering for 

11 sale, and/or importing into the United States, without authority, the Accused 

12 Services and Products. 

13 58. Upon information and belief, Defendants know that the Accused 

14 Services and Products are especially made or especially adapted for use in the 

15 infringement of the '032 patent. The infringing components of these products are 

16 not staple articles or commodities of commerce suitable for substantial non-

17 infringing use, and the infringing components of these products are a material part 

18 of the invention of the '032 patent. Accordingly, in violation of 35 U.S. C. § 271, 

19 Defendants are also contributing, directly and/or through intermediaries, to the 
' 

20 direct infringement of the '032 patent by at least the customers, partners, and/or end 

21 users of these Accused Services and Products. The customers, partners, and/or end 

22 users of these Accused Services and Products directly infringe the '032 patent by 

23 making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United States, 

24 without authority, the Accused Services and Products. 

25 59. As but one example of Hughes Defendants' contributory and/or 

26 induced infringement, Hughes Defendants explicitly encourage their customers to 

27 practice the methods disclosed and claimed in the '032 patent by using the Accused 

28 Services and Products. As detailed in Paragraphs 34 through 36, Hughes 
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1 Defendants' website advertises its HN System and HX System, and provides 

2 information and brochures regarding these systems. (See Exhibits J, K, L, M.) 

3 These webpages and brochures highlight Hughes Defendants' implementation of the 

4 DVB~S2 standard. On information and belief, through materials such as these, the 

5 Hughes Defendants actively encourage their consumers, partners, and/or end users 

6 to infringe the '032 patent through at least use of the HN System and HX System 

7 product lines, knowing those acts to be infringement of the '032 patent with intent 

8 that those performing the acts infringe the '032 patent. 

9 60. As but one example of Dish Defendants' contributory and/or induced 

10 infringement, Dish Defendants explicitly encourage their customers to practice the 

11 methods disclosed and claimed in the '032 patent by using the Accused Services and 

12 Products. According to Dish Defendants' 2012 Annual Report (lO~K), Dish 

13 Defendants lease to dishNET satellite internet subscribers the customer premise 

14 equipment. On information and belief, this equipment implements the DVB-S2 

15 standard. On information and belief, through providing this equipment, Dish 

16 Defendants actively encourage their consumers and end users to infringe the '032 

17 patent through at least use of the equipment, knowing those acts to be infringement 

18 of the '032 patent with intent that those performing the acts infringe the '032 patent.. 

19 61. Defendants are not licensed or otherwise authorized to practice, 

20 contributorily practice and/or induce third parties to practice the claims of the '032 

21 patent. 

22 62. By reason of Defendants' infringing activities, Caltech has suffered, 

23 and will continue to suffer, substantial damages. 

24 63. Cal tech is entitled to recover from Defendants the damages sustained as 

25 a result of Defendants' wrongful acts in an amount subject to proof at trial. 

26 64. Defendants' continuing acts of infringement are irreparably harming 

27 and causing damage to Caltech, for which Caltech has no adequate remedy at law, 

28 and will continue to suffer such irreparable injury unless Defendants' continuing 
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1 acts of infringement are enjoined by the Court. The hardships that an injunction 

2 would impose are less than those faced by Caltech should an injunction not issue. 

3 The public interest would be served by issuance of an injunction. Thus, Cal tech is 

4 entitled to a preliminary and a permanent injunction against further infringement. 

5 65. Hughes Defendants' infringement of the '032 patent has been and 

6 continues to be willful and deliberate, justifying a trebling of damages under 35 

7 U.S.C. § 284. Among other facts, Hughes Defendants have had lmowledge of their 

8 infringement of the '032 patent before the filing date of this Complaint through 

9 letters alleging such infringement. Upon information and belief, Hughes 

10 Defendants' accused actions continued despite an objectively high likelihood that 

11 they constituted infringement of the '032 patent. Hughes Defendants either knew or 

12 should have known about their risk of infringing the '032 patent. Hughes 

13 Defendants' conduct despite this knowledge was made with both objective and 

14 subjective reckless disregard for the infringing nature of their activities as 

15 demonstrated by Hughes Defendants' lmowledge regarding the claims of the '032 

16 patent. 

17 66. Defendants' infringement of the '032 patent is exceptional and entitles 

18 Cal tech to attorneys' fees and costs incurred in prosecuting this action under 35 

19 u.s.c. § 285. 

20 

21 

COUNT III 

Infringement of the '781 Patent 

22 67. Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporates by reference the allegations of the 

23 preceding paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

24 68. On information and belief, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271, Defendants 

25 have infringed and are currently infringing, directly and/or through intermediaries, 

26 the '781 patent by using, without authority, products, methods, equipment, and/or 

27 services that practice one or more claims of the '781 patent. These products, 

28 methods, equipment, and/or services include products that implement the DVB-S2 
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1 standard, including without limitation products in the HN System and HX System 

2 product lines, satellite internet product lines distributed under the dishNET brand, 

3 network and network services that employ these products, and/or marketing, 

4 consulting, and/or support services provided for these products and services 

5 (collectively, the "Accused Services and Products"). For example, at least 

6 Paragraphs 32 and 33 illustrate a limited number of examples of Defendants' direct 

7 infringement of the '781 patent. Defendants have infringed and are currently 

8 infringing literally and/or under the doctrine of equivalents. 

9 69. On information and belief, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271, Defendants 

10 have infringed and are continuing to infringe the '781 patent by contributing to 

11 and/or actively inducing the infringement by others of the '781 patent by making, 

12 using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United States, without 

13 authority, products, methods, equipment, and/or services, including the Accused 

14 Services and Products, that practice one or more claims of the '781 patent. 

15 70. On information and belief, Hughes Defendants have had actual 

16 knowledge of their infringement of the '781 patent, the subject matter of the '781 

17 patent, and/or the invention of the '781 patent before the filing date of this 

18 Complaint. On information and belief, Hughes Defendants also had knowledge of 

19 the application that led to the '781 patent before the filing date of this Complaint. 

20 Hughes Defendants at least have had actual knowledge of their infringement of the 

21 '781 patent since no later than the filing date of this Complaint. 

22 71. On information and belief, Dish Defendants have had actual knowledge 

23 of their infringement of the '781 patent before the filing date of this Complaint 

24 based on their marketing, sale, and distribution, among other activities, of Hughes 

25 Defendants' satellite internet service and their relationship with Hughes Defendants 

26 (see Paragraphs 9, 10, 33). Dish Defendants at least have had actual knowledge of 

27 their infringement of the '781 patent since no later than the filing date of this 

28 Complaint. 
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72. Notwithstanding Defendants' actual notice of infringement, Defendants 

2 have continued, directly and/or through intermediaries, to manufacture, use, import, 

3 offer for sale, or sell the Accused Services and Products with knowledge of or 

4 willful blindness to the fact that their actions will induce others, including but not 

5 limited to their customers, partners, and/or end users, to infringe the '781 patent. 

6 Defendants have induced and continue to induce others to infringe the '781 patent in 

7 violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271 by encouraging and facilitating others to perform 

8 actions that Defendants know to be acts of infringement of the '781 patent with 

9 intent that those performing the acts infringe the '781 patent. Upon information and 

10 belief, Defendants, directly and/or through intermediaries, advertise and distribute 

11 the Accused Services and Products, publish instruction materials, specifications 

12 and/or promotional literature describing the operation of the Accused Services and 

13 Products, and/or offer training and/or consulting services regarding the Accused 

14 Services and Products to their customers, partners, and/or end users. At least 

15 consumers, partners, and/or end users of these Accused Services and Products then 

16 directly or jointly infringe the '781 patent by making, using, selling, offering for 

17 sale, and/or importing into the United States, . without authority, the Accused 

18 Services and Products. 

19 73. Upon information and belief, Defendants know that the Accused 

20 Services and Products are especially made or especially adapted for use in the 

21 infringement of the '781 patent. The infringing components of these products are 

22 not staple articles or commodities of commerce suitable for substantial non-

23 infringing use, and the infringing components of these products are a material part 

24 of the invention ofthe '781 patent. Accordingly, in violation of35 U.S.C. § 271, 

25 Defendants are also contributing, directly and/or through intermediaries, to the 

26 direct infringement of the '781 patent by at least the customers, partners, and/or end 

27 users of these Accused Services and Products. The customers, partners, and/or end 

28 users of these Accused Services and Products directly infringe the '781 patent by 
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1 making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United States, 

2 without authority, the Accused Services and Products. 

3 74. As but one example of Hughes Defendants' contributory and/or 

4 induced infringement, Hughes Defendants explicitly encourage their customers to 

5 practice the methods disclosed and claimed in the '781 patent by using the Accused 

6 Services and Products. As detailed in Paragraphs 34 through 36, Hughes 

7 Defendants' website advertises its HN System and HX System, and provides 

8 information and brochures regarding these systems. (See Exhibits J, K, L, M.) 

9 These webpages and brochures highlight Hughes Defendants' implementation of the 

10 DVB-S2 standard. On information and belief, through materials such as these, the 

11 Hughes Defendants actively encourage their consumers, partners, and/or end users 

12 to infringe the '781 patent through at least use of the HN System and HX System 

13 product lines, knowing those acts to be infringement of the '781 patent with intent 

14 that those performing the acts infringe the '781 patent. 

15 75. As but one .example of Dish Defendants' contributory and/or induced 

16 infringement, Dish Defendants explicitly encourage their customers to practice the 

17 methods disclosed and claimed in the '781 patent by using the Accused Services and 

18 Products. According to Dish Defendants' 2012 Annual Report (10-K), Dish 

19 Defendants lease to dishNET satellite internet subscribers the customer premise 

20 equipment. On information and belief, this equipment implements the DVB-S2 

21 standard. On information and belief, through providing this equipment, Dish 

22 Defendants actively encourage their consumers and end users to infringe the '781 

23 patent through at least use of the equipment, knowing those acts to be infringement 

24 of the '7 81 patent with intent that those performing the acts infringe the '7 81 patent. 

25 76. Defendants are not licensed or otherwise authorized to practice, 

26 contributorily practice and/or induce third parties to practice the claims of the '781 

27 patent. 

28 77. By reason of Defendants' infringing activities, Caltech has suffered, 
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1 and will continue to suffer, substantial damages. 

2 78. Caltech is entitled to recover from Defendants the damages sustained as 

3 a result of Defendants' wrongful acts in an amount subject to proof at trial. 

4 79. Defendants' continuing acts of infringement are irreparably harming 

5 and causing damage to Cal tech, for which Cal tech has no adequate remedy at law, 

6 and will continue to suffer such irreparable injury unless Defendants' continuing 

7 acts of infringement are enjoined by the Court. The hardships that an injunction 

8 would impose are less than those faced by Caltech should an injunction not issue. 

9 The public interest would be served by issuance of an injunction. Thus, Caltech is 

10 entitled to a preliminary and a permanent injunction against further infringement. 

11 80. Hughes Defendants' infringement of the '781 patent has been and 

12 continues to be willful and deliberate, justifying a trebling of damages under 35 

13 U.S.C. § 284. Among other facts, on information and belief, Hughes Defendants 

14 have had knowledge of their infringement of the '781 patent, the subject matter of 

15 the '781 patent, and/or the invention of the '781 patent before the filing date of this 

16 Complaint. Upon information and belief, Hughes Defendants' accused actions 

17 continued despite an objectively high likelihood that they constituted infringement 

18 of the '781 patent. Hughes Defendants either knew or should have known about 

19 their risk of infringing the '781 patent. Hughes Defendants' conduct despite this 

20 knowledge was made with both objective and subjective reckless disregard for the 

21 infringing nature of their activities as demonstrated by Hughes Defendants' 

22 knowledge regarding the claims of the '781 patent. 

23 81. Defendants' infringement of the '781 patent is exceptional and entitles 

24 Caltech to. attorneys' fees and costs incurred in prosecuting this action under 35 

25 u.s.c. § 285. 

26 

27 

COUNT IV 

Infringement of the '833 Patent 

28 82. Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporates by reference the allegations of the 
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1 preceding paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

2 83. On information and belief, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271, Defendants 

3 have infringed and are currently infringing, directly and/or through intermediaries, 

4 the '833 patent by making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the 

5 United States, without authority, products, methods, equipment, and/or services that 

6 practice one or more claims of the '833 patent. These products, methods, 

7 equipment, and/or services include products that implement the DVB-S2 standard, 

8 including without limitation products in the HN System and HX System product 

9 lines, satellite internet product lines distributed under the dishNET brand, network 

10 and network services that employ these products, and/or marketing, consulting, 

11 and/or support services provided for these products and services (collectively, the 

12 "Accused Services and Products"). For example, at least Paragraphs 32 and 33 

13 illustrate a limited number of examples of Defendants' direct infringement of the 

14 '833 patent. Defendants have infringed and are currently infringing literally and/or 

15 under the doctrine of equivalents. 

16 84. On information and belief, in violation of35 U.S.C. § 271, Defendants 

17 have infringed and are continuing to infringe the '833 patent by contributing to 

18 and/or actively inducing the infringement by others of the '833 patent by making, 

19 using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United States, without 

20 authority, products, methods, equipment, and/or services, including the Accused 

21 Services and Products, that practice one or more claims of the '833 patent. 

22 85. On information and belief, Hughes Defendants have had actual 

23 lmowledge of their infringement of the '833 patent, the subject matter of the '833 

24 patent, and/or the invention of the '833 patent before the filing date of this 

25 Complaint. On information and belief, Hughes Defendants also had knowledge of 

26 the application that led to the '833 patent before the filing date of this Complaint. 

27 Hughes Defendants at least have had actual knowledge of their infringement of the 

28 '833 patent since no later than the filing date of this Complaint. 
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1 86. On information and belief, Dish Defendants have had actual knowledge 

2 of their infringement of the '833 patent before the filing date of this Complaint 

3 based on their marketing, sale, and distribution, among other activities, of Hughes 

4 Defendants' satellite internet service and their relationship with Hughes Defendants 

5 (see Paragraphs 9, 10, 33). Dish Defendants at least have had actual knowledge of 

6 their infringement of the '833 patent since no later than the filing date of this 

7 Complaint. 

8 87. Notwithstanding Defendants' actual notice of infringement, Defendants 

9 have continued, directly and/or through intermediaries, to manufacture, use, import, 

10 offer for sale, or sell the Accused Services and Products with knowledge of or 

11 willful blindness to the fact that their actions will induce others, including but not 

12 limited to their customers, partners, and/or end users, to infringe the '833 patent. 

13 Defendants have induced and continue to induce others to infringe the '833 patent in 

14 violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271 by encouraging and facilitating others to perform 

15 actions that Defendants know to be acts of infringement of the '833 patent with 

16 intent that those performing the acts infringe the '833 patent. Upon information and 

17 belief, Defendants, directly and/or through intermediaries, advertise and distribute 

18 the Accused Services and Products, publish instruction materials, specifications 

19 and/or promotional literature describing the operation of the Accused Services and 

20 Products, and/or offer training and/or consulting services regarding the Accused 

21 Services and Products to their customers, partners, and/or end users. At least 

22 consumers, partners, and/or end users of these Accused Services and Products then 

23 directly or jointly infringe the '833 patent by making, using, selling, offering for 

24 sale, and/or importing into the United States, without authority, the Accused 

25 Services and Products. 

26 88 . Upon information and belief, Defendants know that the Accused 

27 Services and Products are especially made or especially adapted for use in the 

28 infringement of the '833 patent. The infringing components of these products are 
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1 not staple articles or commodities of commerce suitable for substantial non-

2 infringing use, and the infringing components of these products are a material part 

3 of the invention of the '833 patent. Accordingly, in violation of 35 U.S. C. § 271, 

4 Defendants are also contributing, directly and/or through intermediaries, to the 

5 direct infringement of the '833 patent by at least the customers, partners, and/or end 

6 users of these Accused Services and Products. The customers, partners, and/or end 

7 users of these Accused Services and Products directly infringe the '833 patent by 

8 making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United States, 

9 without authority, the Accused Services and Products. 

10 89. As but one example of Hughes Defendants' contributory and/or 

11 induced infringement, Hughes Defendants explicitly encourage their customers to 

12 practice the methods disclosed and claimed in the '833 patent by using the Accused 

13 Services and Products. As detailed in Paragraphs 34 through 36, Hughes 

14 Defendants' website advertises its HN System and HX System, and provides 

15 information and brochures regarding these systems. (See Exhibits J, K, L, M.) 

16 These webpages and brochures highlight Hughes Defendants' implementation of the 

17 DVB-S2 standard. On information and belief, through materials such as these, the 

18 Hughes Defendants actively encourage their consumers, partners, and/or end users 

19 to infringe the '833 patent through at least use of the HN System and HX System 

20 product lines, knowing those acts to be infringement of the '833 patent with intent 

21 that those performing the acts infringe the '833 patent. 

22 90. As but one example of Dish Defendants' contributory and/or induced 

23 infringement, Dish Defendants explicitly encourage their customers to practice the 

24 methods disclosed and claimed in the '833 patent by using the Accused Services and 

25 Products. According to Dish Defendants' 2012 Annual Report (10-K), Dish 

26 Defendants lease to dishNET satellite internet subscribers the customer premise 

27 equipment. On information and belief, this equipment implements the DVB-S2 

28 standard. On information and belief, through providing this equipment, Dish 

-? -
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1 Defendants actively encourage their consumers and end users to infringe the '833 

2 patent through at least use of the equipment, knowing those acts to be infringement 

3 of the '833 patent with intent that those performing the acts infringe the '833 patent. 

4 91. Defendants are not licensed or otherwise authorized to practice, 

5 contributorily practice and/or induce third patiies to practice the claims of the '833 

6 patent. 

7 92. By reason of Defendants' infringing activities, Caltech has suffered, 

8 and will continue to suffer, substantial damages. 

9 93. Cal tech is entitled to recover from Defendants the damages sustained as 

1 0 a result of Defendants' wrongful acts in an amount subject to proof at trial. 

11 94. Defendants' continuing acts of infringement are irreparably harming 

12 and causing damage to Caltech, for which Caltech has no adequate remedy at law, 

13 and will continue to suffer such irreparable injury unless Defendants' continuing 

14 acts of infringement are enjoined by the Court. The hardships that an injunction 

15 would impose are less than those faced by Caltech should an injunction not issue. 

16 The public interest would be served by issuance of an injunction. Thus, Caltech is 

17 entitled to a preliminary and a permanent injunction against further infringement. 

18 95. Hughes Defendants' infringement of the '833 patent has been and 

19 continues to be willful and deliberate, justifying a trebling of damages under 35 

20 U.S.C. § 284. Among other facts, on information and belief, Hughes Defendants 

21 have had knowledge of their infringement of the '833 patent, the subject matter of 

22 the '833 patent, and/or the invention of the '833 patent before the filing date of this 

23 Complaint. Upon information and belief, Hughes Defendants' accused actions 

24 continued despite an objectively high likelihood that they constituted infringement 

25 of the '833 patent. Hughes Defendants either knew or should have known about 

26 their risk of infringing the '833 patent. Hughes Defendants' conduct despite this 

27 knowledge was made with both objective and subjective reckless disregard for the 

28 

COMPLAINT FOR PATENT iNfRINGEMENT 

Hughes, Exh. 1021, p. 26



Case 13-cv-07245-PA-~r:1 Document 1 Filed 10/01/13 Pagy 27 of 55 Page ID #:44 

1 infringing nature of their activities as demonstrated by Hughes Defendants' 

2 knowledge regarding the claims of the '833 patent. 

3 96. Defendants' infringement of the '833 patent is exceptional and entitles 

4 Caltech to attorneys' fees and costs incurred in prosecuting this action under 35 

5 u.s.c. § 285. 

6 PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

7 WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief: 

8 (a) A judgment that Defendants have infringed each and every one of the 

9 Asserted Patents; 

1 0 (b) A preliminary and permanent injunction against Defendants, its 

11 respective officers, agents, servants, employees, attorneys, parent and subsidiary 

12 corporations, assigns and successors in interest, and those persons in active concert 

13 or participation with them, enjoining them from infringement, inducement of 

14 infringement, and contributory infringement of each and every one of the Asserted 

15 Patents, including but not limited to an injunction against making, using, selling, 

16 and/or offering for sale within the United States, and/or importing into the United 

17 States, any products, methods, equipment and/or services that infringe the Asserted 

18 Patents; 

19 (c) Damages adequate to compensate Caltech for Defendants' infringement 

20 of the Asserted Patents pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284; 

21 (d) Prejudgment interest; 

22 (e) Post-judgment interest; 

23 (f) A judgment holding Hughes Defendants' infringement of the Asserted 

24 Patents to be willful, and a trebling of damages pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284; 

25 (g) A declaration that this Action is exceptional pursuant to 35 U.S .C. 

26 § 285, and an award to Caltech of its attorneys' fees, costs and expenses incurred in 

27 connection with this Action; and 

28 
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1 (h) Such other relief as the Court deems just and equitable. 

2 
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DATED: October 1, 2013 Respectfully submitted, 

QUINN EMANUEL URQUHART & 
SULLIVAN, LLP 
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DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Pursuant to Rule 38 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and Local Rule

38-] of this Court, Plaintiff hereby demands a trial by jury as to all issues so triable.

;_A

DATED: October 1, 2013 Respectfully submitted,

QUINN EMANUEL URQUHART &

SULLIVAN, LLP

Attorneys for Plaz'ntzflCalz'f0rm'a Institute

of Technology
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tion and the right in limited circumstances to require the
patent owner to license others on reasonable terms "as
provided for by the terms of Grant No. CCR-9804793
awarded by the National Science Foundation.

BACKGROUND

Properties of a channel aifect the amount of data that can
be handled by the channel. The so-called "Shannon limit"
defines the theoretical limit of the amount of data that a
channel can carry.

Different techniques have been used to increase the data
rate that can be handled by a channel. "Near Shannon Limit
Errur—Corrccting Coding and Decoding: Turbo Codes,” by

10

Berrou et at. Icc. pp 1064-1070, (1993), described a new 3°
“turbo code“ technique that has revolutionized the field of
error correcting codes. Turbo codes have sufficient random-
ness to allow reliable communication over the channel at a

high data rate near capacity. However, they still retain
suflicient structure to allow practical encoding and decoding
algorithms. Still, the technique for encoding and decoding
turbo codes can be relatively complex.

A standard turbo coder 100 is shown in FIG. 1; A block

of k information bits is input directly to a first coder 102. A
k bit interleaver 106 also receives the k bits and intcrleaves
them prior to applying them to a second coder 104. The
second coder produces an output that has more bits than its
input, that is, it is a coder with rate that is less than 1. The
coders 102, 104 are typically recursive convolutional coders.

Three difl°erent items are sent over the channel 150: the
original k bits, first encoded bits 110, and second encoded
bits 112. At the decoding end, two decoders are used: a first
constituent decoder 160 and a second constituent decoder

162. Each receives both the original k bits, and one of the
encoded portions 110, 112. Each decoder sends likelihood
estimates of the decoded bits to the other decoders. The
estimates are used to decode the uncoded information hits as
corrupted by the noisy channel.

SUMMARY

A coding system according to an embodiment is config-
ured to receive a portion of a signal to be encoded, for
example, a data block including a fixed number of bits. The
coding system includes an outer coder, which repeats and
scrambles bits in the data block. The data block is appor-
tioned into two or more sub-blocks, and bits in diflerent
sub-blocks are repeated 21 difierent number of times accord-
ing to a selected degree profile. The outer coder may include
a repeater with a variable rate and an interleaver. Alterna-
tively, the outer codcr may be a low—density generator matrix
(LDGM) coder.

2

The repeated and scrambled bits are input to an inner
coder that has a rate substantially close to one. The‘ inner
coder may include one or more accumulators that perform
recursive modulo two addition operations on the input bitstream.

The encoded data output from the inner coder may be
transmitted on a channel and decoded in linear time at a

destination using iterative decoding techniques. The decod-
ing techniques may be based on a Tanner graph represen-tation of the code.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a prior “turbo code”
system.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a coder according to an
embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a Tanner graph for an irregular repeat and
accumulate (IRA) coder.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of an IRA coder according
to an embodiment.

FIG. 5A illustrates a message from a variable node to a
check node on the Tanner graph of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5B illustrates a message from a check node to a
variable node on the Tanner graph of FIG. 3.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a coder according to an
alternate embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of a coder according to
another alternate embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 2 illustrates a coder 200 according to an embodi-
ment. The coder 200 may include an miter coder 202. an
interleaver 204, and inner cr_1dcr2t]6. The coder may he_uscd
to format blocks ofdata for transmission, introducing redun-
dancy into the stream of data to protect the data from loss
due to transmission errors. The encoded data may then be
decoded at a destination in linear time at rates that may
approach the channel capacity.

The outer coder 202 receives the uncoded data. The data
may be partitioned into blocks of fixed size, say k bits. The
outer coder may be an (n,k) binary linear block coder,‘ where
n>k. The coder accepts as input a block u of k data bits and
produces an output block v of n data bits. The mathematical
relationship between u and v is v=Tou, whore To is an nxk
matrix, and the rate of the coder is k/n.

The rate of the coder may be irregular, that is, the value
of To is not constant, and may differ for sub-blocks of bits
in the data block. In an embodiment, the outer coder 202 is
a repeater that repeats the k bits in a block a number of times
q to produce a block with n bits, where n=qk. Since the
repeater has an irregular output, dilferent bits in the block
may be repeated a different number of times. For example,
a fraction ofthe bits in the block may be repeated two times,
a fraction of bits may be repeated three times, and the
remainder of bits may be repeated four times. These frac-
tions define a degree sequence, or degree profile, ofthe code.

The inner coder 206 may be a linear rate-I coder, which
means that the n-bit output block x can be written as x=T,w,
where T, is a nonsingular n><n matrix. The inner coder 210
can have a rate that is close to 1, e.g., within 50%, more
preferably 10% and perhaps even more preferably within
1% of I.

In an embodiment, the hmer coder 206 is an accumulator,
which produces outputs that arc the modulo two (mod-2)
partial sums of its inputs. The accumulator may be a
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truncated rate-1 recursive convolutional coder with the

transfer function I/(]i_~D). Such an accumulator may be
considered a block coder whose input block [x,, . . . , x,,] and
output block [y ,, . . . , y,,] are related by the formula

Yi=Xi

Y2 ="|@r"z

}‘3"'*‘i‘-1-"‘2‘1l-*3

y,.='x.eax,e>x,ea_. . . ex".

where "63" denotes mod~2, or exclusive—OR (XOR), addi-
tion. An advantage ofthis system is that only mod-2 addition
is necessary for t11e accumulator. The accumulator may be
embodied using only XOR gates, which may simplify the
design.

The bits output from tlte outer coder 202 are scrambled
before they are input to the inner coder 206. This scrambling
may be performed by the interleaver 204, which performs a
pseudo-random permutation of an input block V, yielding an
output block w having the some length as v.

The serial concatenation of the interleaved irregular
repeat code and the accumulate code produces an irregular
repeat and accumulate (IRA) code, An IRA code is a linear
code, and as such, may be represented as a set of parity
checks. The set of parity checks may he represented in a
bipartite graph, called the Tanner graph, of the code. FIG. 3
shows a Tanner graph 300 of an IRA code with parameters
(f,, . .
integer. The Tanner graph includes two kinds of nodes:
variable nodes (open circles) and check nodes (filled
circles). There are k variable nodes 302 on the lefl, called
information nodes. There are r variable nodes 306 on the

right, called parity notlcii. There are F(kX,il;):’:i check nodes
304 connected between the informal inn uncles: and the parity
nodes. Each information node 302 is connected to a number
of check nodes 304. The fraction of information nodes
connected to exactly i check nodes is f,. For example, in the
Tanner graph 300, each of the f2 information nodes are
connected to two check nodes, corresponding to a repeat of
q=2, and each of the f, information nodes are connected to
three check nodes, corresponding to q=3.

Each check node 304 is connected to exactly “a" infor-
mation nodes 302. ln FIG. 3, a=3. These connections can he
made in many ways, as indicated by the arbitrary permuta-
tion of the ra edges joining informationnodes 302 and check
nodes 304 in permutation block 310. These connections
correspond to the scrambling performed by the interleaver
204.

In an alternate embodiment, the outer coder 202 may be
a low-density generator matrix (LDGM) coder that performs
an irregular repeat ofthe kbits in the block, as shown in FIG.
4. As the name implies, an LDGM code has a sparse

25

. , 1}; a), where 12:0, 2,f,=1 and “a” is a positive 3

40

(low-density)‘ generator matrix. The IRA code produced by ,,
the coder 400 is a serial concatenation of Lhe LDGM code
and the accumulator code. The interleaver 204 in FIG. 2 may
be excluded due to the randomness already present in the
structure of the LDGM code.

lfthe pcrinutation pcrfonncd in pcitiltilalimt block .13 fl is
lined, the Tainxtet graph represents ‘rt binary linear block code
WllltklItli_i1'r1laIlL)I1lJi[S{LIl, , ., , up) andrparily hilsfzr ,, . . .,
x,), as liillnws. liauit til" the inl'nm1:ILiuiI Itits is ersscicialcd
with one ot'the in Iizirmalimt nodes 302. and (‘.‘lt.!l'| nfliic parity
bits is associated with one ofthe parity nodes 306. The value
of a parity bit is determined uniquely by the condition that
the mod-2 sum ofthe values of the variable nodes connected

4

to each ofthe check nodes 304 is zero“. To see this, set x°—%J.
Then if the values ofthe bits on the ra edges coming out the
permutation box are (v,, . I . , vm), then we have therecursive formula

A

Xi = 31-1 + Z Vii-um|'=I

for j=1, 2, . . -. , r. This is in effect the encoding ‘algorithm.
Two types of IRA codes are represented in FIG. 3, a

nonsystematic version and a systematic version. The non"-
systematic version is an (r,l<) code, in which the codeword
corresponding to the information bits (u,, . . . , uk) is (x,, . . . ,
x,). The systematic version is a (k+r, k) code, in which the
codeword is (u,, . . , x,).

The rate of the nonsystematic code is
.,Uk§Xl,...

R a
ruyr—

The rate of the systematic code is

(1

. .. .

For example, regular repeat and accumulate (RA) codes
can be considered nonsystematic IRA codes with a=l and
exactly one 1', equal to 1, say ffl, and the rest zero, inwhich
case R,,,,,, simplifies to R=l/q. '

The IRA code may be represented using an alternate
notation. Let 2», be the fraction of edges between the ir_rl'or-
mation nodes 302 and the check nodes 304 that are adjacent
to an information node of degree i, and let p, be the fraction
ofsuch edges that are adjacent to a check node of degree i+2
(i .e., one that is adjacent to i information nodes). These edge
fractions may he used to represent the IRA code rather than
the corresponding node fractions. Define ?\.(x)=Z,7»,x"‘ and
p(x)=E,p,x"‘ to be the generating functions of these
sequences. The pair (ix, p) is called a degree distribution. For
L(X)=2r_fiXn

L(x)='lo‘7\('I)dl/I o‘MI)dt

The rate of the systematic IRA code given by the degree
distribution is given by

Z»;/I 4

Rate: 1+ 2’;Aj/jI

“Belief propagation" on the Tanner Graph realization may
he used to decode IRA codes. Roughly speaking, the belief
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propagation decoding technique allows the messages passed
on an edge to represent posterior densities on the bit asso-
ciated with the variable node. 'A probability density on a bit
is a pair of non-negative real numbers p(0), p(1) satisfying
p(0)+p(l )=1, where p(0) denotes the probability of the bit
being 0, p(l) the probability of it being 1 . Such a pair can be
represented by its log likelihood ratio, m=log(p(0)/p(l)).
The outgoing message from a variable node u to a check
node v represents information about u, and a message from
a check node n to a variable node v represents information
about u, as shown in FIGS. 5A and SB, respectively.

The outgoing message from a node n to a node v depends
on the incoming messages from all neighbors w of u except
v. If u is.a variable message node, this outgoing message is

m(u -I v) = Z m(w -o tl)+Itlo(1l)WGV

where m0(u) is the log-likelihood message associated with u.
If u is a check node, the corresponding formula is

Before decoding, the messages m(w—->u) and m(u—>v) are
initialized to be zero, and mo(u) is initialized to be the
log-likelihood ratio based on the channel received informa-
tion. If the channel is memoryless, i.e., each channel output
only relies on its input, and y is the output of the channel
code bit u, then m0(i)=log(p(u=0|y)/p(u=1|y)). After this
initialization, the decoding process may run in a fully
parallel and local manner. In each iteration, every variablel
check node receives messages from its neighbors, and sends
back updated messages. Decoding is terminated after a fixed
number of iterations or detecting that all the constraints are
satisfied. Upon termination, the decoder outputs a decoded
sequence based on the messages m(u)=2w,,,(w—>u).

Thus, on various channels, iterative decoding only diifers
in the initial messages m0(u). For example, consider three
memoryless chaimel models: a binary erasure channel
(EEC); a binary symmetric channel (BSC); and an additive
white Gaussian noise (AGWN) channel.

In the BEC, there are two inputs and three outputs. When
0 is transmitted, the receiver can receive either 0 or an
erasure E. An erasure E output means that the receiver does
not know how to demodulate the output. Similarly, when 1
is transmitted, the receiver can receive either 1 or E. Thus,
for the EEC, yE{0, E, 1}, and

+90 ify:D
0 ify=E

—co ify=l
motu) =

In the BSC, there are two possible inputs (0,1) and two
possible outputs (O, 1). The BSC is characterized by a set of

6

conditional probabilities relating all possible outputs to
possibleinputs. Thus, for t_he BSC yE_{0, 1},

1ogl+P if y = 0
mo_(u) : _

—1og-Ii if y =1I, .

and

In the AWGN, the discrete-time input symbols X take
their values in a finite alphabet while channel output sym-
bols Y can take any values along the real line. There is
assumed to be no distortion or other efl'ects other than the
addition of white Gaussian noise. In an AWGN with a

Binary Phase Shift Keying (BPSK) signaling which maps 0
to the symbol with amplitude 71?? and 1 to the symboliwith
amplitude -JEE, output yER, then

’"o(")=‘iJ"FflVo

where N012 is the noise power spectral density.
The selection of a degree profile for use in a particular

transmission channel is a design parameter, which maybe
affected by various attributes ofthe channel. The criteria for
selecting a particular degree profile may include, for
example, the type of channel and the data rate on the
channel. For example, Table 1 shows degree profilesthat
have been found to produce good results for an AWGN
channel model. ' ' -

TABLE 1

r1 2 1 -1

0.054485
0.104315

L2 0.078194
L3 0.123085
NS 0.160813
M 0.036178 0.126755
M0 0.229816
M1 0.016484
M2 0.108828
M3 0.4117902
M4
M 6
A27 0.450302
A28 0.017842
Rate 0.333364 0.333223 0.333218
OGA 1.11140 1.2415 12615
0' 1.1931 1.2607 1.2780

(Eb/NO) " (dB) 0.190 -0.250 -0.371
S.L. (dB) -0.495} —0.495B -0.4958

Table 1 shows degree profiles yielding codes of rate
approximately ‘/3 for the AWGN cha.nr1e1 and with a=2, 3, 4.
For each sequence, the Gaussian approximation noise
threshold, the actual sum-product decoding threshold and
the corresponding energy per bit (E,,)—noise power (N0) ratio
in dB are given. Also listed is the Shannon limit (S.L.).

As the parameter “a" is increased, the performance
improves. For example, for a=4, the best code found has an
iterative decoding threshold of E,/N,,=-0.371 dB, which is
only 0.12 dB above the Shannon limit.

The accumulator component of the cnclur may be replaced
by a “double accumulator" EDD as shown in FIG. 6. The
double acctuznulator can be viewed as ‘(I trtlnczttctl rule 1

convolutional coder with transfer ftmction 1/(l+D+D’).
Alternatively, a pair of accumnlatois may be the added, as

shown in FIG. 7. There are three component codes: the
"outer” code 700, the “middle” code 702, and the “inner”
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code 704. The outer code is an irregular repetition code, and
the middle and inner codes are both accumulators.

IRA codes may be implemented in a variety of channels,
including memoryless channels, such as the BEC, BSC, and
AWGN, as well as channels having non»binary input, non-
symmetric and fading channels, and/or channels with
memory.

A number of embodiments have been described. Never-'

theless, it will be understood that various modifications may
be made without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention. Accordingly, other embodiments are within the
scope of the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of encoding a signal, comprising:
obtaining a block of data in the signal to be encoded;
partitioning said data block into a plurality of sub-blocks,

each suh—block including a plurality of data elements;
first encoding the data block to from a first encoded data

block, said first encoding including repeating the data
elements in different sub—blocks a different number of
times;

interleaving the repeated data elements in the first
encoded data block; and

second encoding said first encoded data block using an
encoder that has airate close to one.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said second encoding
is via a rate 1 linear transformation.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said first encoding is
carried out by a first coder with a variable rate less than one,
and said second encoding is carried out by a second coder
wit.h a rate substantially close to one. '

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the second coder
comprises an accumulator.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the data elements
comprises bits.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the first coder corn-
prises a repeater operable to repeat difierent sub—hlocks a
different number of times in response to a selected degree
profile.

7. The method of claim 4, wherein the first coder com-
prises a low-density generator matrix coder and the second
coder comprises an accumulator.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the second encoding
uses a transfer function of l/(1+D).

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the second encoding
uses a transfer function of 1/(1+D+D2).

10. The method of claim 1, wherein said second encoding
utilizes two accumulators.

11. Amethod of encoding a signal, comprising:
receiving a block of data in the signal to be encoded, the

data block including a plurality of bits;
first encoding the data block such that each bit in the data

block is repeated and two or more of said plurality of
bits are repeated a different number of times in order to 55
form a first encoded data block; and

second encoding the first encoded data block in such a
way that bits in the first encoded data block are accu-
mulated.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the said second so
encoding is via a rate 1 linear transformation.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the first encoding is
via a low-density generator matrix transformation.

14. The method of claim 11, wherein the signal to be
encoded comprises a plurality of data blocks of fixed size.

5

8

15. A coder comprising: g ,
a first coderhaving an input configured to receive a stream

of bits, said first coder operative to repeat said stream
of bits irregularly and scramble the repeated bits; and

a second coder operative to further encode bits output
from the first coder at a rate within 10% of one.

16. The coder of claim 15, wherein the stream of. bits
includes a data block, and wherein the first coder is operative
to apportion said data block into a plurality of sub-blocks
and to repeat bits in each sub—block a number of times,
wherein hits in diiferent sub-blocks are repeated a different
number of times.

17. The coder of claim 16, wherein the second coder
comprises a recursive convolutional encoder with a transfer
function of 1l(] +D).

18. The coder of claim 16, wherein the second coder
comprises a recursive convolutional encoder with a transfer
function of 1/(1+D+D2). - -

19. The coder of claim 15, wherein the first coder com-
prises a repeater having a variable rate and an interleaver.

20. The coder of claim 15, wherein the first coder com-
prises a low-density generator matrix coder. .

21. The coder of claim 15, wherein the second coder
comprises a rate 1 linear encoder.

22. The coder of claim 21, wherein the second coder
comprises an accumulator.

23. The coder of claim 22, wherein the second coder
further comprises a second accumulator.

24. The coder of claim 15, wherein the second coder
comprises a coder operative to further encode bits outputfrom the first coder at a rate within 1% of one.

25. A coding system comprising:
a first coder having an input configured to receive a stream

of bits, said first coder operative to repeat said stream
of bits irregularly and scramble the repeated bits;

:1 second coder operative to fitrther encode bits output
from the first coder at a rate within 10% ofone in order
to fonn an encoded data stream; and

a decoder operative to receive the encoded data stream
and decode the encoded data stream using an iterative
decoding technique.

26. The coding system of claim 25, wherein the first coder
comprises a repeater operative to ‘receive a data block
including a plurality of bits from said stream of bits and to-
repeat bits in the data block a diiferent number of times
according to a sclccted degree profile.

27. The coding system of claim 26, wherein the first coder
comprises an interleaver.

28. The coding system of claim 25, wherein the first coder
comprises a low-density generator matrix coder.

29. The coding system of claim 25, wherein the second
coder comprises a rate‘ 1 accumulator.

30. The coding system of claim 25, wherein the decoder
is operative to decode the encoded data stream using a
posterior decoding techniques.

31. The coding system of claim 25, wherein the decoder
is operative to decode the encoded data stream based on a
Tanner graph representation.

32. The coding system of claim 25, wherein the decoder
is operative to decode the encoded data stream in linear time.

33. The coding system of claim 25, wherein the second
coder comprises a coder operative to further encode bits
output from the first coder at a rate within 1% of one.

-r 1' st: r Y
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. SERIAL CONCATENATION OF
INTERLEAVED CONVOLUTIONAL CODES

FORMING TURBO-LIKE CODES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS
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No.tJ9!86l,102, filed May 1 B, 2001 . new U.S. l’ul.No. 7,116,
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Ser. No. 6Dl?.tJ5,t}=J5, filed May 18, 2090. and is a continua-
tion-in,—part of US. application Ser. No. 09/922,852, filed
Aug. 18, 2000, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,089,477."

GOVERNMENT LICENSE RIGHTS

The U.S. Government has a paid-up license in this inven-
tion and the right in limited circumstances to require the
patent owner to license others on reasonable terms as pro-
vided for by the temis of Grant No. CCR-9804793 awarded
by the National Science Foundation.

BACKGROUND

Properties ofa channel affect" the amount ofdata that can be
handled by the channel. The so-cullctl “Shannon limit”
defines the theoretical limit of the amount of data that a
channel can carry.

l)iil'crcnt techniques have been used to increase the data
rate that can he handled by a channel. "Near Shannon Limit
Etmr~Correcting Coding and Decoding: Turbo Codes," by
Eerrou et ul. ICC. pp I064-I0'i'0. (1993), described at new
"turbo code" lct:h.uiquc that has revolutionized the Ii-.-I-.l of
error correcting codes. Turbo codes have suliicient mutton»
uess to allow reliable communication over the channel at a '
high data rate near capacity. However, they still retain suffi-
cient structure to allow practical encoding and decoding algo-
rithms. Still, the tecliniquc for encoding and decoding turbo
codes can be relatively complex.

A strtntlautl turbo coder ltltl is shown in FIG. 1. A blucic of
k information bits is input directly toa tirst coder 102. A It hit
'tnter|eaver 106 also receives the k hits and intcrleuves them
prior to applying them to a second coder 104. The second
coder produces an output that has more bits than its input, that
is, it is it coder with rate that is less than 1 . The coders 102, 104
are typically recursive convolutionul coders.

Three dill'erent items are sent over the channel 150: the
original 1-: bits, first encoded bits 11!), and second encoded bits
112. At the decoding end. two decoders ure used: a fi.l'Sl
constituent decoder 160 and :1 second constituent decoder
162. Each receives both the original k bits, and one of the
encoded portions 110, 112. Each decoder sends likelihood
estimates tJl't|te decoded bits‘ to the other decoders. The esti-
mates are used to decode the uncoded information bits as
corrupted by the noisy channel.

SUMMARY

A coding system according to an embodiment is config-
ured to receive 1|. pttrtiun of :3 signal to be cucotlett, lint
Bllillllplc, :1 (Into block including a lixctl number ufbits. The
coding system includes an outer coder, which rcpt.-r.tt:: and
ttcrutttbicsbits in the tlnla b|nck,The data block is nppurtiottcd
into two or more sub-blocks, and bits in different sub-blocks
are repeated at different number of times according to a
selected degree profile. The outer coder may include a

2

repeater with a variable rate and an interleaver. Alternatively,
the outer. coder may be a low-density generator matrix
[LDGM] coder. '

The repeated and scrambled bits sue input to an innercoder
that has n rate substantially close to one. Theinncr coder may
include one or tuore accumulators that pcrlhrtu recursive
modulo two atldition operations on the input hit sueaiu.

Ti1t:'ta‘lJ.tlII?|dGCi data output froru the inner coder may be
transmitted on .a ehanneliaud dccodetl in linear time at a

destination using iterative tlecochug techniques. The decod-
ing techniques may ho ho sect on aTau11cr graph repre scntatiortof the code.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a prior “turbo code”
system. _.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram ofa coder according to an
embodiment. '

FIG. 3 is a Tanner graph for an irregular repeat and accu-
mulate (IRA) coder.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram ofan IRA coder accordingto
an embodiment.

FIG. SA illustrates a message from a variable node to a
check node on the Tanner graph of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5B illustrates a message from a check node to a
variable node on the Tanner graph of FIG. 3. .

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a coder according to an-
altemate embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of a coder according to
another alternate embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 2 illustrates a coder 2fl|'l nconrdittg to an cuthodimtant.
The cutter 2tllJ may include an outer coder 202, an iutcricavcr
204, and inner coder 206. The coder may he used to Format
blocks of data lbr transtrtission. introducing nxiuntlaucy into
the stream ofdata to protect the data from loss due to trans-
mission errors. The encoded data may then be decoded at a
destination in linear time at rates that may approach the chan-
nel capacity.

The outer coder 202 receives the uncoded data. The data
may be partitioned into blocks of fixed size, say lc bits..The
outer coder may be an (ink) binary linear block coder, where
n>k. The coder accepts as input a block u ofk data bits and
produces an output block v of u data bits. The mathematical
relationship between u and v is v=T0u, where To is an nxk
tuutritt. and the mic of the coder is l-dn.

The rate of the coder may he irregular, that is. the value of
‘I'D is not conatattt. and may tliffer for sub-blocks ofbits inthe
data block. in an eutltotliruettt, the outer coder 202 is a
repeater that repeats the It bits in a block H. nutuhcr of times :1
to produce a block with tthits, where n"—'qit. Si not: the repeater
has an irregular output, tIitTerer:t hits in the block may be
repeats.-tl a clilferent number of times. For cttalltple, a fraction
ol'tl1e bits in the block may be repeated two timctt, as fraction
ofbits may be repeated three times, and the remainder ofbits
may be repeated four times. These fractions define a degree
sequence. or degree profile, of the code.

The inner coder 206 may he rt line.1t' rute—l coder, which
nicnus duu the u—bit output block x can be written as K--T,W_.
where 'l', is a tattttsingulttrnxtt matrix. The inner coder 210 um
lmvcu ratetltut is close to I . e.g., within 50%. more preferably
IU"/n and perhaps even l'I‘tt:)l’E! preferably within i°./ta ol' 1.

In an embodiment, the inner coder 206 is an accumulator,
which produces outputs that are the modulo two (mod-2)
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partial sums ofits inputs. The accumulator may bea truncated
rate-1 recursive convolutional coder with the transfer func-

ti on 1/(1+D). Such an accumulatorrriay be considered a block
coder whose input block [x,, . . . ,x,,] and output block
[y,, . . . ,y,,] are related by the formula

Yr=Xr

J’2="te‘2

J’: ="‘r33-'29-V3

y,, =x, $K1$X3$. . . €Bx,,. t _;

where “€D" denotes mod-7., or exclusive-01?. (XOR), addition.

5

An ndvrurtuge of this system is that only mod-2 addition is 2
necessary for the ncctllltulattur. 'i'ilt'. zlccurmtlulor may be
embodied using only XOR gates, which may simplify the
design. :

The bits output from the outer coder 202 are scrambled
before they are input to the inner coder 206. This scrambling
may be performed by the interleave: 204, which performs a
pseudo-random permutation of an’ input block v, yielding an
output block w having the same length as v.

The serial concatenation ofthe interleaved irregular repeat
code and the accumulate code produces an irregular repeat
and accumulate (IRA) code.An IRA code is n linearcode, and
as such, may be represented as a set ofparity checks. The set
of parity checks may be represented in a bipartite graph,
called the Tanner graph, of the code. FIG. 3 shows a Tanner
graph 300 of an IRA code with parameters (fl, . . . , 1}; a),
where f}§0, E,f,=1 and "a" is a positive integer. The Tanner
graph includes two kinds of nodes: variable nodes (open
circles) and check nodes (filled circles). There are k variable
nodes 302 on the left, called information nodes. There are r
variable nodes 306 on the right, called parity nodes. There are
F(k2,if,)la check nodes 304 connected between the informa-
tion nodes and the parity nodes. Eachinfonnation node 302 is
connected to a number of check nodes 304. The fraction of

information nodes connected to exactly i check nodes is f.
For example, in the Tanner graph 300, each ofthe f, informa-
tion nodes are connected to two check nodes, corresponding
to a repeat of q=2, and each of the f, information nodes are
connected to three check nodes, corresponding to q=3.

Each check node 304 is connected to exactly "a" informa-
tion nodes 302. In FIG. 3, a=3. These connections can be
made inmany ways, as indicated by the arbitrary permutation
of the ra edges joining information nodes 302 and check
nodes 304 in permutation block 310. These connections cor-

45

respond to the scrambling performed by the interleaver 204. V V
In an alternate embodiment, the outer coder 202 may be a

low-density generator matrix (LDGM) coder that performs
an irregularrepeat ofthe k bits inthe block, as shown in FIG.
4. As the name implies, an LDGM code has a sparse (low-
density) generator nrutrirt. The IRA cotio produced by the
coder 400 is a serial coricrrtenzrlion of the I .[)GM code and the
accumulator code. The irr1ericzwur' 204 in FIG. 2 may be
excluded due to the randomness already present in the struc-
ture of the LDGM code.

If the permutation performed in permutation block 310 is
fixed, the Tanner graph represents a binary linear block code
with k information bits (u,, . . . , u,() and r parity bits

4

(x,, . . ._ ’,x,), as follows. Each of the information bits is
as,so'ci,ate_d with one ofthe information nodes 302, and eachof
the parity bits is associated with one of the nodes 306.
The value of a parity bit is determined uniquely by the'con-
ditionvthat the mod-2 sum of the values of the variable nodes

connected to each of the check nodes 304 is zero. To see this,
set x°=0. Then if the values ofthe bits on the ra edges coming
out the permutation box are (v,, . . . , v,_,,), then we have the
recursive formula

A

24, = x,_, + E vU_.,;\,;I-1

for j=l, 2, . . . , r. This is in effect the encoding algorithm. -
Two types of IRA codes are represented in FIG. 3, a non-

systematic version and a systematic version. The norrsysterrr-
atic version is an (r,k) code, in which the codeword corre-
sponding to the information bits (u,, . . . ,u,,) is (x,, . . . , x,).
The systematic version is a (k+r, k) code, in which the code-
wordis (111,. . . ,uk;x,, . . . ,x, .

The rate of the nonsysterna tic code is

H

Rm}-¥= i

The rate of the systematic code is

For example, regular repeat and accumulate (RA) codes
can be considered nonsystematic IRA codes with a=l and
exactly one f, equal to I, say fq=l, and the rest zero, in which
case Rm}, simplifies to R=I /q.

The IRA code may be represented using an alternate nota-
tion. Let X, be the fraction of edges between the information
nodes 302 and the check nodes 304 that are adjacent to an
informationnode ofdegree i, andlet p, be the fraction of such
edges that are adjacentto a check node ofdegree 1+2 (i.e., one
that is adjacent to i information nodes). These edge fractions
may be used to represent the IRA code rather than the corre-

sponding node fractions. Define }t(x)=E,7t,x"‘ and p(x)=2,p,
x"‘ to be the generating functions of these sequences. The
pair 0\, p) is called a degree distribution. For L(x)=2,-f,x,,

/I,»/i
‘I3 11/!‘I

1(x)=f,R(r)dIlf|.t(r)drD 0

f,-=
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The rate of the systematic IRA code given by the degree relies on its input, and y is the output oflhc channel code hit
distribution is given by u, then l‘t‘IU(L1)=lug(]!(Ll=Ul)')ip[ll=ll}')). Alter thiti lIl'll.iflll?.8-

tion. the decoding process may nun inn liilly parallel and Inc a]
tnnnner. In each iteration, every vnriablcfuheck node receives
mcssnges from its tieighbom, and sends hack updated mcs—
sages. Decoding is terminated after :: lint.-tl ntuuher of item-
tions or detecting that all the constraints are satisfied. Upon
tumthintion, the tlecutler outputs st decoded sequence based
on the messages m[tt)=22w,,,(w—vn).

‘H1115, on various chntmcls, iterntivc tlocodittg only differs
in the initial messages m(,(u). For example, consider lhrcc
ututnoryicss channel models: a binary erasure channel
(REC); a binary symmetric chnnncl (BSC); and an additive
white Gaussian noise (AGWN) channel.

Indie BBC, there are two inputs and three tJutp1tls.WhenO
its traitstnitletl. the rec L-iver can Ieceive eitlierfl oran entsttre E.
An erttsnrc E output memts that the receiver docs not know
how to dc-rnnduintc the output. Siiuilinly, when 1 is transmit-

. . . . . 11,1]. ~ ~’ ' "I Tl,’ , h= 7.,"Bend. pmpagamuu mime ramer Graph reamamm may 20 In to l‘LC(.l\v'(’.t‘C.'1l1 receive mttcrl or |'l'mn fort L. BLCy E [0, E, I], and
he used to decode IR.-'\ codes. Roughly spnakitig. the belief
propagation decoding leclmique allows the Lncssztges passed
on an edge to represent posterior densities on the bit associ-
atcd with the voxiable node. A probability density on 8 bit is :3
pair ofuou-ncgnlivc ma] numbers pm). pm entisfyittg 11(0)-I
p[l)= l . where p{Cl)(let1utcs the probability ol'the hit being 0,
13(1) the probability of it being ll Such a pztir'cm1l:c nepro-
scntetl by its lug likelihood ratio, m-"-1og(p(tt)i‘p{1)]. 't'l1cout- +00 if y = 0
going message E1-om :1 variable node is to a check node v mow) = 0 if y = E
represents information about u, and il. ntessngo from it check _°° if _ 1
node n to a variable node v represcntn itLi'ortuntion nboutu, as y _
shown in FIGS. 5A and 53, respectively.

The outgoing message from a node it to £1 node v depends
on the inconlintg messages fnon: all neighbors w oft: except v.
Ifn is :1 variable ntessagc node, this outgoing message is 35

in the BSC, Lttonu are two possible inputs (0,1) and two
possible outputs (0, i). The BSC is ciiaracterizcd by it set of

10 contliliottal probabitities relating all possible outputs to p0S~
siblc inputs. Thus. for the BSC y e {(3, 1],

m(u —a v) = Z mlw -9 u)+mo(u)wtv

50

where m0(u) is the log-likelihood message associated with
u. If u is a check node, the corresponding fonnula is

and

In the AWGN, the discrete-time input symbols X take their

m(u —» v) m(w —. 11) values ina finite alphabet while channel output symbolsYcan
‘““h 2 = n ml‘ 2 * take any values along the real line. There is assumed to be no' "*' distortion or other effects other than the addition of white

Gaussian noise. In an AWGN with a Binary Phase Shift
Keying (EPSK) signaling which maps 0 to the symbol with
amplitude {E and l to the symbol with amplitude ~JE,

t t R, t]
Before decoding, the messages m(w—>u) and m(u—>v) are 0“ pu y E ‘en

initialized to be zero, and m0(1t) is initialized to be the Iog- 65 m.,(u)=4y,/E:/No
likelihood ratio based on the channel received information. If
the channel is memoryless, i.e., each channel output only Where N.)/2 is the noise power spectral density.
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The selection of :1 degree prollh: for use in a pnrliculnr
transmission channel is a design parameter. which may be
affected by various attributes of the channel. The criteria for
selecting a particular degrecpmfilcmay include, for example.
the type of channel and the data rate on the channel. For -
example, Table I shows degree profiles that have been found
to produce good results for an AWGN cltttnncl model.

TABLE 1.j_:j...__:.j..j.j_
A 2 It 4j_j 
A2 0.07 8194 0.054435
M 0.128085 0.104315
L5 0.160813
16 0.036178M0
M1
M2
M3
7.14
M 6
A27
1.28
Rate
oGA
at

0.126755
0.229816
0.016484

0.108828
0.487902

0.450302
0.017842
0.333218
1.2615
1.2780

0.333364
1.1840
1.1981

0.333223
1.2415
1.2507

(Bb/N0) * (dB) 0.190 -0.250 -0.371
S.L. (dB) —o.49s3 —o.49ss —o.495s .

Table J shows degree profiles yielding codes of rule-
apprcximately ‘A for theAWGN cinmnel and with n=2, 3, :1.
For each sequence, the Gaussian appm‘.Itimation11oisctl1resl1-
old, the actual sum-product clecorling threshold and the cor-
responding energy per bit (Eb)-noise power (No) ratio in dB
are given. Also listed is the Shannon limit (S.L.).

As the parameter “a" is increased, the performance
improves. For example, for 21:4, the best code found has an
iterative decoding threshold of Eb/N0=-0.37] dB, which is
only 0.12 dB'above the Shannon limit.

The accumulator component ofthe coder may be replaced
by a “double accumulator” 600 as shown in FIG. 6. The
double accumulator can be viewed as a truncated rate 1 con-
volutional coder with transfer function 1/(1 +D+D"’).

Alternatively, a pair of accumulators may be the added, as
shown in FIG. 7. There are three component codes: the
“out.cr" code ‘T00. the "middle" code 702, and the “in.ner"
cotle 704. The enter code is an irregular repetition code, and
the middle and inner codes are both accumulators.

lRA codes may be implemented in a vnr1'eIyot'chnnne]s,
including memuryless clnmnels, such as the EEC, BS(.‘, and
AWGN, as well as cltannels having ncmvbinary input, non-
symmetric and lhdlng clmtlncls, rutdinr cllanneh: with
memory. ‘

A number o'l'cmhndin1ents have been (lescribed. Neverthe-
less. it will he Imtlerstoml lhntvarinus modifications may be
made without Llcpnrting [mm the spirit -and scope of the
invention. Acconliiigly, other embodhnents are within the
scope of the following claims. '

The invention claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

receiving a collection of message bits having a first
sequence in a source data stream;

generating a sequence ofparity bits, wherein each parity bit
"x/” in the sequence is in accordance with the formula

65

I

X; = 11-1 +2 vljrlldrlri=1

where

“xj_." is the value of a parity bit “j—l,” and

_.,, .

\\Zv¢;_rn;1r/r=I ‘

is the value ofa sum of “a" randomly chosen irregular-repeats
ofthe message bits; and - ’

making the sequence ofparity bits available for transmis-
sion in a transmission data stream.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the sequence ofparity
bits is generated is in accordance with “.1” being constant.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the sequence ofparity
bits is generated is in accordance with “a" varying for differ-
ent parity bits. '

4. The method ofclaim 1, wherein generating the sequence
of parity bits comprises performing recursive modulo two
addition operations on the random sequence of bits.

5. The method ofclaim 1, wherein generating the sequence
ofparity bits comprises:

generating a random sequence ofbits that repeats each of
the message hits one or more times with the repeats of
the mess ago bile being distributed in a random sequence,
wherein (|i1‘l'c-rent fractions ofthc message bits are each
repeated 2: difi"erent number oftimes and the number of
repeats for each message bit is irregular; and

XOR summing in linear sequential fashion a predecessor
parity bit and “a” bits of the random sequence of bits.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein generating the random
sequence ufhits comprises coding the collection olnmcssngc
hits using a low-density generator matrix ELDGM) coder.

‘.1. The method of claim 5, wherein generating the random
sequence of bits comprises:

producing a block of data bits, wherein different mes sage
bits are each repeated at different number of times in a
sequence that matches the first sequence; and

randomly permu ting the different bits to generate the ran-
dom sequence.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising transmitting
the sequence of parity bits.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein transmitting the
sequence of parity bits comprises transmitting the sequence
ofparily hits as part of a nonsystemutic code.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein transmitting the
sequence of parity bits comprises transmitting the sequence
ofparity bits as part of a systematic code.

11. A device comprising:

an encoder configured to receive a collection of message
bits and encode the messagebits to generate a collection
of parity bits in accordance with the following Tanner
graph:
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message passing decoder coniprislng lvvo or more
cliecldvnrialalc nodes npernting in parallel In receive
messages from Ireighhoriug checkivariable nudes and
send updater! messages to the n.cighbo1'ing vuriuhlei
check nodes, \\'i.l.El'Cil1 the message passing decoder is
cullfigllrcd to decade {he received duta stream that has
been eucndcd in accordance with the follnwing Tanner

: .

RANDOM9m\4LTA‘r1oN
a

r-. RA."~"DOMP‘-.7R.ML'T.AT‘lON
';.*~.r-.:_....--.r:

12. The device of claim 11, wherein the encoder is config- 35
ured to generate the collection of parity hits as if a number of
inputs into nodes V, was not co nslanl.

13. The device ofelajm 1], wherein lhccnccdercumprises:
:1 low-density generator rnmrix (LDGM) coder configured

in perform an irregular repeat on Inessage hits having :1
first sequence inn seuicedata stream to nulpul. 1-. random
sequence ofrepcals of the message bits; andan accumulator configured to XOR sum in linear scqucn- 19_ The device ofc]a'1m 13, whewin me message passing
iii” 1551110“ 3* PF*=d°‘3'=55UT l‘'d1‘1iY 5“ “lid "*1" bits Of ‘he decoderis configured lo decode the received data stream that
mndem sequence of repuals uflhc message bits. 45 includes the message bils.

1-I.T].1t!Lif.'.\«"iC¢:I.lfCi1IiI1‘l 12, wherein the accumulator com- 20_ The device of ciaim 13, wherein the message passing
Pfi 395 3 "e°“"3iVe °°nV°1“fi°m1 code“ . , decoder is configured to decode the received data stream as if

15. The device of claim 14, wherein the recursive convo- a number of inputs mm nodes Vi was not Consmm
lulioual coder comprises a truncated rate-1 recursive convo— 21. The device of claim 18 wherein the message passing
hmomj coder‘. . . . . 5° decoder is configured to decode in linear time at rates that

16. The device oi claim 14, wherein the recursive eorwo— a mach 3 ca acity ofa channel
lulinnul coder has a lrunsler l‘unet‘mn of l!(l H1]. 1,22 Th d f . . fll _17. The device of claim 12, lirrlher comprising a secund decoacr :0I;;:i°s‘::a‘::]‘i’:f1_::)“:igZfi:$‘ dgcgldtsage passmg
ztcetunulalur eunligurcd to determine {I second sequence of ‘ _ _ ‘parity bits that defines in second condilion that cunslruins the 55 23~ Th? deV“{e of clam 18» Whemn thefnessalée P35511181‘Ell.lLiUII1 sequence ul'repL-zds ufilie rnessage bits. d3°0de|’ 15 CV-'flf1S“T°d I0 dewde the T0CelV€d dab‘! Stream

l8. A device cmnprisi.ug: ""i‘h°“‘ '-he 51355385 bits-
El mes sage passingciecuder eonligured lu decmle a received

data slreamthuliucludesacullceliouofpnrity bits,1J1c =~ * -v we m
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