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157) ABSTRACT

20 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets

A method and apparatus to determine capacitance variations
of a first number of two or more sense elements of a touch
screen device. A processing device is configured to detect a
presence of a conductive object on any one of a second num-

ber of three or more button areas of the touch screen device.
The first number of sense elements is less than the second
number of button areas. The processing device is further
configured to recognize an activation of one of the three or
more button areas using the determined capacitance varia-

tions of the first number of two or more sense elements.
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