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[57] ABSTRACT 

A technique and a system provide control and monitoring of 
devices external to a marine seismic streamer by segmenting 
the conductor to which the external devices are coupled. The 
module which connects sections of the seismic data telem
etry cable is modified to include a switch. The switch is 
controlled by a command signal on the seismic data telem
etry cable to segment the twisted pair bus into a plurality of 
dedicated busses, each dedicated to a subset of the external 
devices, such as one or two such devices. In this way, the 
external devices can be communicated with in parallel, 
rather than in series as in conventional systems. 
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