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[57] ABSTRACT 

A marine seismic streamer cable retriever is activated 
promptly when the cable and its attached retriever 
exceed a pre-selected safe depth. In an alternative sce­
nario, an electronics module in the cable retriever moni­
tors the presence of through-cable communications 
traffic between a mother ship and the various sensors in 
the cable. If an interruption in communications traffic is 
detected, a clock starts a count-down and sends a warn­
ing to the operator aboard ship. At the end of a count­
down period, absent prior operator intervention, the 
cable retriever is activated. 

9 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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