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Rule 43 - Form and content of claims 

Rule 43 ~f-~J. Art. 78.80, 82, 84 
Form and content of claims R. ~O 

(1) The claims shall define the matter for which protection is sought in terms of the technical 

features of the invention. Wherever appropriate, claims shall contain: 

(a)      a statement indicating the designation ofthe subject-matter of the invention and those 

technical features which are necessary for the definition of the claimed subject-matter but which, in 

combination, form part of the prior art; 

(b)      a charactertaing portion, beginning with the expression "characterised in that" or 

"characterised b~’ and specifying the technical features far which, in combination with the features 
stated under sub-oaraaraah (a). protection is sought, 

(2)      Without prejudice to ,t~ticle 82, a European patent application maycontain more than one 
independent claim in the same category (product, process, apparatus or use) only if the subject- 
matter of the application involves one oft he following: 

(a) a pluratityof interrelated products, 

(b) different uses of a product or apparatus, 

(c)      alternative solutions to a particular problem, where it is inappropriate to cover these 
alternatives by a single claim. 

(3)      Anyclaim stating the essential features of an invention may be followed byone or more 
claims concerning particular embodiments of that invention. 

(4)      Any claim which includes all the features of anyother claim (dependent claim) shall contain, 
if pos s ible at the beginning, a reference to the other claim and then state the additional features. A 

dependent claim directly referring to another dependent claim shall also be admissible. ,~1 
dependent claims referdog back to a single previous claim, and all dependent claim s referring back 
to several previous claims, s hall be grouped together to the extant and in the most appropriate way 
possible. 

(5) The number of claims shall be reasonable with regard to the nature ofthe invention 

claimed. The claims shall be numbered consecutivelyin/~-abic numerals. 

(6)      Except where absolutely necessary, claims shall not relyon references to the description or 
drawings in speci~ng the technical features of the invention. In particular, theyshall not contain such 
expressions as "as described in part ... of the description", or "as illustrated in figure ... of the 
drawings". 

(7)      Where the European patent application contains drawings including reference signs, the 
technical features specified in the claims shall preferably be followed bysuch reference signs 
relating to these features, placed in parentheses, if the intelligibility of the claim can thereby be 
increased. These reference signs shall not be construed as limiting the claim. 
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[49] See decisions of the Enlarged Board ofAppeal ~ 210~, G 1/04 (Annex I). 
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EUROPEAN PATENT ~N 1~’3- TaI~ 0f C,~tmnlbl 

IdPLEMENTNG REGULA’r1ONB TO TIE CONVENTION OH TIE ~-"J ~÷ 
G~ OF EUROPEAN PATENTS 

PART II - Mut_BMBNI"IdG REGULATIONS TO PARr | OF THE ~-"J [~ 
CONV~W~N 

¯ Chaotm" II - I:h’uvbions mMa’ninu the amlk:nbun ~-"J L~÷ 

Rub 29 - Fomt and content ~ c~almm ~ ~-~, 

J~dCo dill ~.t. 7a. s4 

Fomq and ,,,,mb=nt ol dalmm I~ 38 

Iqtnt    8hl~ 

(1)do The dakm shal dolce the ~aLler fo~ ahid~ I~n is sout)~t, in tmw= of’the 
tochnlml fmturw ~fthe Inwmt~n. Wherever opixmp~ ~lsdms ~sall ~kaln: 

(a) a, :slaten’~nL indimUng the deW.ion ~lhe ~b~Uer of the in’venl~n and 
th(~[, ’t,ed~nk:~l IV~,~ms ,.~hl~ m’~ ~ 5:.’ 1he dellnlt:k~ of me ,~bin’~d ~Jb.l~t.- 
mater but ~mlch, In mmbgn~do., am pint of the latin" art; 

(b} = ~mK~rl~g p~rtbn - pmm~ded bythe mqrm~lon "chemc~lsed in thsr or 
"chmm~arlmed b~ - ~atlng the tachnlml M~lum~ ,,~hlch, In camblneUon ~ 5’Io fo~umm 
~lbM in ~M~mmgBighj~ it b dle~iimd ~o prate~ 

~)dll Wilhout p~judk~ to ~ a Eu~ palest ~i=~n may ~lai~ more 
thlln OI10 il,~lipllr~lw’tt I~11| I1’1 ~ 181111 ~ (prixlu~, pro~e~, appert~uo or urn) 
rely IffflO aubJa~-maUer of Ida al~k=al~n li~ role of~le ~oliowing: 

(e} = plu,d~ of mt~r-rek~,d pmd~h~ 

(b) ditkmnt u~s of a pr,,xlu~ of apparatus; 

(c) Merr~lw saluUm~ to = perl~.ulnr pml~em, "~hem RIn not appmpdm to caver thrum 
al]m~al~ by a ~gle ~aim. 

(3) Any dnlm ~atlng th~ ~ntlel km~ur~ of an Im~mUon may 13o ~ by orm or 
morn dair~ ~oncemi~o la~U’t~ular entl~di~nts of ~ in~mt.km. 

(4) ~ dnlm ~ddch Indudem nil 5’1o foaturea ofan~ Offler dnlm (dilpemi~L dalnl) iilal 
(~oidain, if i~ at the i~ginni~o a n~omnoo to the ot~ (daim snd them MaW the 
eddmo~d teWures whl~ It ~ de~r~l I~ pmte~_ A dependwt ~lm ~ also be 
admlmbb ’i~om tho c~lm I; dii~ ~ to b la~ a dopa, ldant ,c/Ira. ~ dopwldant 
daJ~ ~en’i~i backto a aiagle p~ous claim, and al de~mdent claim r~n~ back 
t~ ~ p~n4ou~ (~lm~, ~ I~ OmUlNd t=g~dher t~ the e~b~nt ~md In the m=~ 
appm~m ~y ~Ne. 

(5} The nund=m ef the ~glme 91tldl i~ I~joi~ in ~mklere’don of the n~re of the 
ImmnUen ,�~Imecl. If’Ibsm me, m..,reml deln’l, thsy Mill be numbered co __L’~___’Uvely In 

rlum, m’.a~ 

{O) Clime -hill not, ~pt ~ilem ebimluldy n~ry, rely, in mq=ect of the tn~lnlml 
rmdurm of the immnlion, an mlomrlcu b the dmm~ld~=fl ~r drawinga~ h part~ular, thin/ 
ghgll i~ot rKldy ~’t ~Odl n6~ir~’t~ iai~: ’~ d~)~’lbed In i~u’t ... of ~ho d~)~’lp~=, or "e!~ 
iluMmtod In figure ... ofttm drmdngn’. 

(7} r~he E~mpee~ p~nt ~q=pll~eSon oontelne drmdnge, the te~hnk~d f~LtUme 
mentloMd In the clnlme al~ll pmfambly, If the Intel!~ibllty ~the dalm nan thereby be 
incmanod, be blo~l by r~mmm eigm re4aSng b ~ fentu~ and plneM 
pla’~thedeee. Theee ni~r~mCe elgR~ ~ not be o~med e~ llmlLlng the ~dm. 

~d~=~s=fU~e ~rged ~mrd ofApp~ G aA~. G 2/03 (Anrml). 
4~Anmndad by dac~lnn ~thn Adnnlnlndh~ Council of 13.12.2001 t~hk:h ~nlamd bll= 
foros on WL01~XI~ (Od EPO 2002, 2 fl). 
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