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57 ABSTRACT

A reconfigurable bi-directional wavelength selective switch
is disclosed. It has an optical system that is symmetric about
a polarization modulator. The symmetric optical system
consists of an input birefringent optical system and output
birefringent optical system disposed around polarization
modulator. The optical system delivers the wavelength chan-
nels that are to be switched as a superimposed wavelength
channel incident the polarization modulator. As a result,
crosstalk is reduced below -35 dB and greater optical
performance is achieved.
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