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Suppliers set aside rivalry to take on US patent trolls
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By Simon Nias, Friday 23 May 2014

PIA president and CEO Michael Makin testifying before the Senate Judiciary Committee in order to limit patent troll abuse

Three of the biggest suppliers to the printing industry have joined forces to take on a group of patent
trolls that have been targeting medium-sized commercial printers in the US.

Kodak, Agfa and Heidelberg have filed petitions with the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office (USPTO) in an effort to combat
patent licensing demands made on their customers by CTP Innovations.

The three manufacturers are seeking to invalidate two US patents that relate to prepress and CTP workflows (6,738,155 and
6,611,349), which were originally filed by Banta Corporation in 1999.

CTP Innovations has acquired the patents seemingly with the aim of extracting licensing revenues from commercial printers -
reportedly starting at $75,000 and rising rapidly the longer it takes for the claims to be settled.

The Printing Industries of America (PIA) has already failed in its attempt to get CTP Innovations' patents invalidated, although it
has continued to act as a source of information for affected printers and to lobby the USPTO on behalf of the industry.

In a joint statement, the manufacturers said: "We fully support the proper use of the patent system to support legitimate
intellectual property rights. However, we feel strongly that the infringement claims brought by CTP Innovations are without merit
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and the licensing demands are unsubstantiated. We feel it is important to take this action to support our customers from these
frivolous claims.”

According to the PIA, more than 40 US printers have been sued for alleged patent infringement, while many hundreds
more have been sent intimidating letters demanding payment of licensing fees.

The coalition added that it would continue to monitor CTP Innovations' litigation and licensing activities and that it would keep
its respective customers updated with any further developments regarding the PTO review.

Agfa confirmed that the issue was restricted to the US as there are no corresponding patents elsewhere for so-called 'patent
trolls' to exploit.
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Print Engineer , Park Communications Limited

Print Engineer with proven track record required for modern printing factory.

£30,000 - £35,000 dependant on experience + attractive package, Beckton, London

Head of Project Management, asg

An exciting opportunity has arisen for an experienced Head of Project Management to join the
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already strong project management team of this dynamic provider of document outsourcing for
UK based businesses.

£50,000 - £60,000, East Midlands

Operations Manager | Permanent POS | South East , Mercury Search and Selection

Quality focused leader and innovator in the industry, this point of sale manufacturer is creating a
senior management position to service their permanent POS offering. With excellent heritage and
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It all  gets eaten up with Bag Revenue Monitoring Systems, regular bag stock checks and filling in bag revenue
remittance forms, not to mention setting up the government agency, OFBAG
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colonel sanders
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colonel sanders
If 7 billion bags are used at 5p each thats £350 Million pounds in collected 5p's !! Instead of that being paid in 'tax' it
might as well go to producing paper bags and being injected back into the...
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AB Group Packaging and PEFC encourage paper bag use · 1 day ago

Tweets about PrintWeek

Help & Information
Contact Us, About Us, Advertising/Features List, Subscriptions, Site Map, Terms and Conditions, Privacy

Jobs
Search for Jobs, Jobs by Email, Employers now Recruiting, Information for Recruiters, Careers Advice

Site Login
My Printweek.com

News
News, Email Bulletins

Channels
Pre-Media, Digital, Post-Press, Presses, Paper, Consumables, Business, Environment

International
World News, India, Russia, Druck & Medien, AUS/NZ, MEA

© MA Business & Leisure Limited 2013. Published by MA Business & Leisure Limited, Jesses
Farm, Snow Hill, Dinton, SP3 5HN, a company registered in England and Wales no. 02923699.
MA Business & Leisure is part of the Mark Allen Group.

CTP Innovations Ex 2002, p. 5 
Eastman Kodak Co. et al., v CTP Innovations, LLC 

 
 
IPR2014-00791

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
  Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

  Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
  With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

  Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
  Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

  Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


