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I. INTRODUCTION 

At the outset of this proceeding, the Board cautioned the parties that 

“motions to exclude are extraordinary remedies” and encouraged the parties to 

“consider issues of admissibility of evidence, in light of the Board’s experience 

and diligence in applying appropriate weight to evidence, before filing any motion 

to exclude.”  Paper 36 at 4 (emphasis added); see also Exhibit 3002 at 11.  

WesternGeco LLC (“Patent Owner” or “WesternGeco”) heeded the Board’s advice 

and has not objected to or moved to exclude evidence from the oral hearing.  

Unfortunately, the same cannot be said for Petitioner Petroleum Geo-Services 

(“PGS”).  After burdening Patent Owner throughout this proceeding with baseless 

objections to numerous exhibits and forcing Patent Owner to expend significant 

resources compiling and serving responsive supplemental evidence, PGS has 

ignored all of that supplemental evidence and now seeks to exclude nearly all of 

Patent Owner’s underlying exhibits.  PGS’s kitchen-sink request is both 

procedurally and substantively defective and, accordingly, should be denied.  

As a threshold matter, PGS’s motion runs afoul of the procedural 

requirements governing motions to exclude, which require PGS to identify, inter 

alia, where each objection was originally made and explain each objection with 

specificity.  PGS’s incomprehensible laundry list of scattershot objections and 

tortured maze of conclusory, vague arguments do not come close to meeting those 
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requirements.  PGS’s attempt to shift the burden onto Patent Owner and the Board 

to navigate well over a hundred pages of objections and arguments to decipher how 

they relate to each of the 44 exhibits PGS seeks to exclude is impermissible, and 

PGS’s motion may be denied on that basis alone.   

If considered, PGS’s objections are without merit.  Indeed, the vast majority 

of PGS’s arguments go to the weight of the evidence at issue, not its admissibility.  

The Board, however, is perfectly capable of considering and weighing the evidence 

for itself.  Tellingly, PGS does not cite a single case in which the Board has 

excluded any evidence, much less the type of material PGS challenges here, and 

instead relies almost exclusively upon inapposite district court rulings excluding 

evidence from juries.  In any event, PGS’s analysis, which is riddled with legal 

errors and factual misstatements, fails to establish an evidentiary basis for 

exclusion in any forum.  The Board should see PGS’s motion for what it is—an 

attempt to both disrupt WesternGeco’s preparation for the July 30 Oral Hearing 

and avoid the merits of WesternGeco’s unrebutted evidence of secondary 

considerations—and deny the extraordinary relief PGS seeks.     

II. PGS’S MOTION FAILS TO COMPLY WITH THE ESTABLISHED 
REQUIREMENTS FOR MOTIONS TO EXCLUDE  

The Board’s requirements for motions to exclude are clear.  The motion 

“must identify the objections in the record in order and must explain the 

objections.”  37 C.F.R. § 42.64(c).  The Office Patent Trial Practice (“OPTP”) 
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Guide offers further guidance by providing four criteria that a motion to exclude 

must meet.  Specifically, “[a] motion to exclude evidence must: (a) [i]dentify 

where in the record the objection originally was made; (b) [i]dentify where in the 

record the evidence sought to be excluded was relied upon by an opponent; (c) 

[a]ddress objections to exhibits in numerical order; and (d) [e]xplain each 

objection.  OPTP Guide, 77 Fed. Reg. 48756, 48767 (Aug. 14, 2012).  PGS’s 

Motion fails to meet these requirements. 

Moreover, PGS completely ignores Patent Owner’s supplemental evidence.  

As Rule 42.64(b)(2) allows, throughout this trial, Patent Owner served 

supplemental evidence on PGS that is responsive to many of the exhibits PGS now 

seeks to exclude.  Specifically, on January 14, 2015, and in response to PGS’s 

December 30, 2014 objections, Patent Owner served its first set of supplemental 

evidence on PGS.  See Ex. 2166.  Next, in response to PGS’s March 27, 2015 

objections, Patent Owner served PGS with Exs. 2101-2127 on April 9, 2015.  See 

Ex. 2167.  PGS then recursively objected to Patent Owner’s supplemental 

evidence, requiring Patent Owner to waste further time and resources compiling 

and serving additional supplemental evidence (Exs. 2129-2135) on April 30, 2015.  

See Ex. 2168.  PGS filed yet another set of recursive objections to Patent Owner’s 

supplemental evidence, to which Patent Owner served PGS with Ex. 2140.  See Ex. 

2169.  Lastly, in response to PGS’s June 8, 2015 objections to evidence, Patent 

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
  Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

  Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
  With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

  Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
  Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

  Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


