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1 Application No, f Applicant(s) /)/

09/787,723 HILLESUND ET AL.
Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit
Jesis D. Sotelo 3617
- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheot with the correspondence address -- l
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3MONTH(S) FROM

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.
- Extansions of tima may be avallabie undar the provisions of 37 CFR 1.135(s). In no event, hawever, may a feply be timely filad
nftar SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communicaion.
- If'the perlod fot raply spacified above Is lass than thirty (30) days, & reply within the statulory minkmwm of thirty (30) days will bo considered timely,
« W NO pariad for reply is specified sbove, the masimum stelutory period will apply and will expice SIX (8) MONTHS from the maling date of this communication.
Failure to reply within the sel cr extonded period for reply will, by sistute, causs Ihe application lo bocome ABANOONED (A8U.S.C, §133).
Any roply received by the Cffice ialer than throe months aflar the malfing date of this communicalion, even ¥ limaly Med, may reduce any
samed paten! term sdjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).
Status

N Responsive to communication(s) filed on
2a)(]] This action is FINAL, 20)0X This action is non-final.

.30 since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matlers, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 0.G. 213,
Disposition of Claims
4 Claim(s) 25-48 isfare pending in the application.

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration,

5)(J Claim(s) is/are allowed.

6)X1 Claim(s) 25-48 Is/are rejected.

70O claim(s) is/are objected to.

8)J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers
9) The specification is objected 1o by the Examiner.
10)[X The drawing(s) filed on 02 July 2001 istare: )X accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
1) The proposed drawing comrection filed on is: a)(] approved b)] disapproved by the Examiner.
If approved, comrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action.
12)J The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner.
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120
13)[4 Acknowledgmenl is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
alKAl b Some = ¢)[J None of:
1.4 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.0 certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.00 Copies of the certified coples of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Ses the attached detailed Office action for a list of the centified coples not recelved.

14)[] Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application),

a) [J The translation of the foreign language pravisional application has been received.
15)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121.
Attachmeni(s)

1) [ Notice of References Clted (PTO-882) 4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper Na(s). 5
2) [J Notice of Dransperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) [ Motice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152)
3) [J mformation Disc) Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper Nofs) ; 6)[] other:

US| Patant and Tradamark Ofice

PTO-326 (Rev, 04-01) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No, 8
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Application/Control Number: 09/787,723 Page 2
Art Unit: 3617 :

DETAILED ACTION
1. Claims 25-48 are in the application. Claims 1-24 have been canceled.
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particnlarly pointing out and distinctly chimmng the
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention,

3. Claims 31-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant
regards as the invention,

In claim 31 and claim 32, the conditional phrases “may” make this claims indefinite for the
subject matter is not positively recited. In claim 31, last line, there is no proper antecedent for
“the turn”.

In claim 44, the reference to “program units” is ambiguous and in line 2, the conditional

phrase -makes this claim indefinite,
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

4, The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:
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Application/Control Number: 09/787,723 Page 3
Art Unit; 3617

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the inventinn is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought © be patented and te. prior art are
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the dme the invention was made to a
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

3. Claims 25-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Elholm.
Elholm discloses the method and apparatus as recited in the claims except that in the

claims a plurality of positioning devices along the streamers is recited. The use of a plurality

of positioning devices is well known in the art as evidenced from the disclosure in figure 1 of

the present application and acknowledged as “Prior Art”.
Conclusion

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's
disclosure, Convoy and Dolengowski are cited as showing related art.
7. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Jesds D. Sotelo whose telephone number is 703-308-2563. The
examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. 6:00 AM -2:30 PM.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Samuel J. Morano can be reached on 703-308-0230. The fax phone numbers for
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3597 for regular

communications and 703-305-3597 for After Final communications.
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Application/Control Number: 09/787,723 Page 4
Art Unit: 3617

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1113.

Qeoiie 2 Aot
Jesis D. Sotets =72/ %

Primary Examiner
Art Unit 3617
CPK 5-6D16 ©

sotelo;jds
February 21, 2003
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