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Topics: Regulatory

With nod, Roche's Kadcyla should quickly
become blockbuster
FDA approves highly anticipated treatment for late-stage breast cancer

February 22, 2013 | By Eric Palmer

At an earnings call last month, Roche ($RHHBY) CEO Severin Schwan crowed a
bit about the Swiss company's future, pointing to drugs in the pipeline like its highly
anticipated breast cancer treatment and potential blockbuster T-DM1. Today, the
FDA gave approval to the drug, which will be marketed as Kadcyla, for patients
with HER2-positive, late-stage (metastatic) breast cancer. The drug will have an
estimated monthly cost of $9,800, or about $94,000 for a full course of treatments,
Forbes reports. As FierceBiotech points out, forecasts have put peak sales of the
breakthrough antibody drug conjugate at between $2 billion and $5 billion. Roche
has reported that in a Phase lll study, the drug reduced the risk of death among
patients by 32% compared to the standard-of-care arm. Story | More

The Biotech Primer: An insider's guide to the science driving the biotech
and pharma industries

This 200-page book takes an in-depth look at the biotech industry and the science that drives
it. Athough the industry itself is constantly changing, these fundamental concepts upon which
itis built will remain important for years to come - and decision-makers who understand these
fundamentals will be better able to evaluate and predict new trends. Click here to buy today!
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