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SECTION A – PERSONEL INFORMATION 
 
1. Name: Geoffrey A Pietersz  Phone:  (03) 9832 2237 
      FAX:   (03) 9282 2100 
      Email:  gpietersz@burnet.edu.au 
 
2. Citizenship:  Australian   Date of Birth: 28th Aug 1953 
       Gender: Male 
 
3. Academic Qualifications:    B.Sc. (Hons), Ph.D.    

 
 
4. Institution and Department:   Bio-Organic & Medicinal Chemistry 

Centre for Biomedical Science 
Burnet Institute 
 

5. Current Appointments:  Senior Principal Research Fellow, Burnet Institute 
 

 Director, Technology Development, Ascend 
Biopharmaceuticals Ltd 
 

       Prof  University of Melbourne 
 
       Prof Monash University 
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SECTION B – DETAILED CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
(a) Education: 
 
1975-1977 B.Sc. University of Melbourne 
 
1978 B.Sc. (Hons.) First Class Honours 
 
1979-1982 Completed Ph.D. (Organic Chemistry) at the University of 

Melbourne. 
 Thesis title: “Synthesis of Aphid-derived Pyranoquinones”. 
 
1982 Awarded Ph.D. 
 
Awards: Dixson Scholarship - Chemistry 3rd year, 1977. 
 Merck & Co – novel research into siRNA, 2007. 
 
 (b) Current appointments: 
 2006 -present              Senior Principal Research Fellow, Burnet Institute 

Professor  University of Melbourne 
Professor Monash University 

2013-present  Director, Technology Development, Ascend Biopharmaceuticals Ltd 
 
(c) Past appointments:  
 

1982   Research Fellow Grade 1 
    Research Centre for Cancer and Transplantation 
    Department of Pathology 
    University of Melbourne 
    Parkville, Victoria. 
 
 1985   Senior Research Officer 
 
 1987-1991  Senior Research Fellow (Level C, Grade 4) 
  
 Jun 1991-Dec 1991 Sabbatical Leave, Cell Cytotoxicity Laboratory, 
    Austin Research Institute. 
 
 1991-1996  Senior Research Fellow Grade 4 
    Austin Research Institute 

Austin Hospital, Studley Rd, Heidelberg, Vic. 
 
Oct 1998- Apr 1999    Sabbatical Leave, Biomolecular Research Institute, CSIRO, Clayton, 

Victoria. 
 

Jun 2001-Jun 2003 Senior Research Chemist Arthron Ltd 
 

 
           1996-Dec 2004            Principal Research Fellow, Austin Research Institute 
 
           2005 Jan-Dec 2005     Senior Principal Research Fellow, Austin Research Institute  
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(d) Postgraduate and undergraduate teaching 
 
Ph.D Students  

Current: 
 
2010 Ms Nicole Brooks (RMIT co-supervisor with Dr Dodie Pouniotis) 
 (Did not complete) 
 
Completed: 
 
2006 Dr Choon Kit Tang (Co-supervisor with Prof Apostolopoulos) 
 
2005 Dr Kuo-Ching Sheng (Co-supervisor with Prof Apostolopoulos)  
 
2005 Dr Angela Cendron (Co-supervisor with Prof Mark Hogarth) 
 
2001 Dr John Stambas (Co-supervisor with Dr Christina Cheers, Dept of 

Microbiology, Univ of Melbourne) 
 
1999 Dr Justin Ripper (Co-supervisor with Dr Ian Crosby, Victorian College of 

Pharmacy) 
 
1997 Dr Mark Patrick 
 
1992 Dr Kenia Krauer 
  
1990 Dr Mary Bogdanovsky 
   
1988 Prof Mark J Smyth 
  
1987 Dr Jerry Kanellos 
  
 
Postdoctoral Fellows 

2008 Jun-May 2011 Dr Jennifer Hsu  
 
2005- Dec 2010 Dr Owen Proudfoot 
 
2007-Jul 2010 Dr Choon-Kit Tang 
 
2005- Jun 2010 Dr Martha Kalkanidis 
 
2004 – 2005 Dr Martha Kalkanidis (Shared with Dr Magda Plebanski) 
 
2004 – 2006  Dr Dodie Pouniotis (Shared with Prof Apostolopoulos) 
 
2002 – 2005 Dr Hilary Vaughan 
 
2001 Sep – 2003 Jun Dr Gerard Moloney 
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1997 Feb - 1999  Dr Con Panousis 
 
1995 Feb - 1998  Dr Hilary Vaughan 
 
1994 July - 1995 Sep Dr Julie Atkin 
  
1990 Aug. - 1992 June Dr April Rowland 
  
1987-1989 Dr Sarah Andrew 
  
1988-1989 Dr Ada Goerlach 
 
Visiting Fellows 
 
1992 - 1993 Mr Wenjun Li 
  
 
1990 (Aug. - Oct.) Dr Roger Melton  
and 1993 (Jan. - Mar.)  
 
1990 (Feb. - Apr.) Dr April Rowland 
 
B.Med. Sci. Students  
 
2004 Mr. Rene W. Andriessen (Co supervisor, Vrije Universiteit, Faculteit der 

Geneeskunde, Van der Boechorststraat 7, 1081, Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands) 

 
2004    Peter J. van Mannen (Co supervisor, as above) 
 
1984 Dr Beth Penington 
 
1983 Dr Grant McArthur (Co supervisor) 
 
B. Sc. (Hons.) Students 
 
 
2003 Choon Kit Tang (Co-supervisor) 
 
1990 Steve Kotsonis 
 
1988 Sarah Russell 
 
1988 Ricky Johnstone 
 
1984 Mark Smyth 
 
1983 Jerry Kanellos 
 
Work Experience Student 
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