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[57] ABSTRACT

A vehicle interior monitoring system to identify, locate and
monitor occupants, including their parts, and other objects in
the passenger compartment and objects outside of a motor
vehicle, such as an automobile or truck, by illuminating the
contents of the vehicle and objects outside of the vehicle
with electromagnetic, and specifically infrared, radiation
and using one or more lenses to focus images of the contents
onto one or more arrays of charge coupled devices (CCD
arrays). Outputs from the CCD arrays, are analyzed by
appropriate computational means employing trained pattern
recognition technologies, to classify, identify or locate the
contents or external objects. In general. the information
obtained by the identification and monitoring system is used
to afiect the operation of some other system in the vehicle.
When system is installed in the passenger compartment of
an automotive vehicle equipped with an airbag, the system
determines the position of the vehicle occupant relative to
the airbag and disables deployment of the airbag if the
occupant is positioned so that he/she is likely to be injured
by the deployment of the airbag.

25 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets
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1
OPTICAL IDENTIFICATION AND

MONITORING SYSTEM USING PATTERN
RECOGNITION FOR USE WITH VEHICLES

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation—in-part of application
Ser. No. 07/878,571 filed May 5, 1992, now abandoned, of
application Ser. No. 08/040,978 filed Mar. 31, 1993 now
abandoned, of copending application Ser. No. 08/247,760
filed May 23, 1994 and of application Ser. No. 08/239,978
filed May 9, 1994 now abandoned, the last three of which are
included herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Prior Art On Out Of Position Occupants And Rear
Facing Child Seats

Whereas thousands of lives have been saved by airbags,
a large number of people have also been injured, some
seriously, by the deploying airbag, and thus significant
improvements need to be made in this regard. As discussed
in detail in copending patent applications Ser. Nos. 08/040,
978 and 08/239,978 cross-referenced above, for a variety of
reasons vehicle occupants may be too close to the airbag
before it deploys and can be seriously injured or killed as a
result of the deployment thereof. Also, a child in a rear
facing child seat which is placed on the right front passenger
seat is in danger of being seriously injured if the passenger
airbag deploys. For these reasons and, as first publicly
disclosed in Breed, D. S. “How Airbags Wor " presented at
the International Conference on Seatbelts and Airbags in
1993, in Canada, occupant position sensing and rear facing
child seat detection is required.

Initially these systems will solve the out-of-position occu~
pant and the rear facing child seat problems related to
current airbag systems and prevent unneeded airbag deploy-
ments when a front seat is unoccupied. However, airbags are
now under development to protect rear seat occupants in
vehicle crashes and all occupants in side impacts. Asystern
will therefore be needed to detect the presence of occupants,
determine if they are out-of-position and to identify the
presence of a rear facing child seat in the rear seat. Future
automobiles are expected to have eight or more airbags as
protection is sought for rear seat occupants and from side
impacts. In addition to eliminating the disturbance and
possrble harm of unnecessary airbag deployments, the cost
of replacing these airbags will be excessive if they all deploy
in an accident needlessly,

Inflators now exist which will adjust the amount of gas
flowing to the airbag to account for the size and position of
the occupant and for the severity of the accident. The vehicle
identification and monitoring system (VIMS) discussed in
patent application Ser. No. 08/239,978 will control such
inflators based on the presence and position of vehicle
occupants or of a rear facing child seat. The instant invention
is an improvement on that VIMS system and uses an
advanced optical system comprising one or more CCD
(charge coupled device) arrays and a source of illumination
combined with a trained neural network pattern recognition
system.

The need for an occupant out-of-position sensor has been
observed by others and several methods have been disclosed
in US. patents for determining the position of an occupant
of a motor vehicle. Each of these systems, however, have
significant limitations. In White et al. (US. Pat. No. 5,071,
160), for example, a single acoustic sensor and detector is
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disclosed and, as illustrated, is mounted lower than the
steering Wheel. White et a1. correctly perceive that such a
sensor could be defeated, and the airbag falsely deployed, by
an occupant adjusting the control knobs on the radio and
thus they suggest the use of a plurality of such sensors.

Mattes et al. (US. Pat. No. 5,118,134) disclose a variety
of methods of measuring the change in position of an
occupant including ultrasonic, active or passive infrared and
microwave radar sensors, and an electric eye. Their use of
these sensors is to measure the change in position of an
occupant during a crash and use that information to access
the severity of the crash and thereby decide whether or not
to deploy the airbag. They are thus using the occupant
motion as a crash sensor. No mention is made of determining
the out-of—position status of the occupant or of any of the
other features of occupant monitoring as disclosed in the
above cross-referenced patent applications. It is interesting
to note that nowhere does Mattes et a1. discuss how to use

active or passive infrared to determine the position of the
occupant. As pointed out in the above cross-referenced
patent applications, direct occupant position measurement
based on passive infrared is probably not possible and, until
very recently, was very diflicult and expensive with active
infrared requiring the modulation of an expensive GaAs
infrared laser. Since there is no mention of these problems,
the method of use contemplated by Mattes et al. must be
similar to the electric eye concept where position is mea-
sured indirectly as the occupant passes by a plurality of
longitudinally spaced-apart sensors.

The object of an occupant out-of—position sensor is to
determine the location of the head and/or chest of the vehicle

occupant relative to the airbag since it is the impact of either
the head or chest with the deploying airbag which can result
in serious injuries. Both White et a1. and Mattes et a1.
disclose only lower mounting locations of their sensors
which are mounted in front of the occupant such as on the
dashboard or below the steering wheel. Both such mounting
locations are particularly prone to detection errors due to
positioning of the occupant’s hands, arms and legs. This
would require at least three, and preferably more, such
sensors and detectors and an appropriate logic circuitry
which ignores readings from some sensors if such readings
are inconsistent with others, for the case, for example, where
the driver’s arms are the closest objects to two of the sensors.

White et al. also disclose the use of error correction

circuitry, without defining or illustrating the circuitry, to
differentiate between the velocity of one of the occupant’s
hands as in the case where he/she is adjusting the knob on
the radio and the remainder of the occupant. Three ultrasonic
sensors of the type disclosed by White et a1. might, in some
cases, accomplish this differentiation if two of them indi—
cated that the occupant was not moving while the third was
indicating that he or she was. Such a combination, however,
would not differentiate between an occupant with both hands
and arms in the path of the ultrasonic transmitter at such a
location that they were blocking a substantial view of the
occupant’s head or chest. Since the sizes and driving posi—
tions of occupants are extremely varied, trained pattern
recognition systems, such as neural networks, are required
when a clear View of the occupant, unimpeded by his/her
extremities, cannot be guaranteed.

Fujita et al., in US. Pat. No. 5,074,583, illustrate another
method of determining the position of the occupant but do
not use this information to suppress deployment if the
occupant is out-of-position. In fact, the closer that the
occupant gets to the airbag the faster the inflation rate of the
airbag is according to the Fujita patent, which thereby
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increases the possibility of injuring the occupant. Fujita et al.
do not measure the occupant directly but instead determine
his or her position indirectly from measurements of the seat
position and the vertical size of the occupant relative to the
seat. This occupant height is determined using an ultrasonic
displacement sensor mounted directly above the occupant’s
head.

As discussed above, the optical systems described herein
are also applicable for many other sensing applications both
inside and outside of the vehicle compartment such as for
sensing crashes before they occur as described in copending
patent application Ser. No. 08/239,978 cross-referenced
above, for a smart headlight adjustment system and for a
blind spot monitor.

2. Definitions

The use of pattern recognition is central to the instant
invention as well as those cross—referenced patent applica-
tions above. Nowhere in the prior art is pattern recognition
which is based on training, as exemplified through the use of
neural networks, mentioned for use in monitoring the inte-
rior or exterior environments of the vehicle. “Pattern rec-

ognition” as used herein will mean any system which
processes a signal that is generated by an object, or is
modified by interacting with an object, in order to determine
which one of a set of classes that the object belongs to. Such
a system might determine only that the object is or is not a
member of one specified class, or it might attempt to assign
the object to one of a larger set of specified classes, or find
that it is not a member of any of the classes in the set. The
signals processed are generally electrical signals coming
from transducers which are sensitive to either acoustic or

electromagnetic radiation and, if electromagnetic, they can
be either visible light, infrared, ultraviolet or radar. A train.-
able or a trained pattern recognition system as used herein
means a pattern recognition system which is taught various
patterns by subjecting the system to a variety of examples.
The most successful such system is the neural network.

To “identify” as used herein will mean to determine that
the object belongs to a particular set or class. The class may
be one containing, for example, all rear facing child seats,
one containing all human occupants, or all human occupants
not sitting in a rear facing child seat depending on the
purpose of the system. In the case where a particular person
is to be recognized, the set or class will contain only a single
element, i.e., the person to be recognized.

An “occupying item” of a seat may be a living occupant
such as a human being or a dog, another living organism
such as a plant, or an inanimate object such as a box or bag
of groceries.

In the description herein on anticipatory sensing, the term
“approaching” when used in connection with the mention of
an object or vehicle approaching another will mean the
relative motion of the object toward the vehicle having the
anticipatory sensor system. Thus, in a side impact With a
tree, the tree will be considered as approaching the side of
the vehicle and impacting the vehicle. In other words, the
coordinate system used in general will be a coordinate
system residing in the target vehicle. The “target” vehicle is
the vehicle which is being impacted. This convention per-
mits a general description to cover all of the cases such as
where (i) a moving vehicle impacts into the side of a
stationary vehicle, (ii) where both vehicles are moving when
they impact, or (iii) where a vehicle is moving sideways into
a stationary vehicle, tree or wall.

3. Pattern Recognition Prior Art

Japanese patent 342337 (A) to Ueno discloses a device
for detecting the driving condition of a vehicle driver
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4

comprising a light emitter for irradiating the face of the
driver and a means for picking up the image of the driver and
storing it for later analysis. Means are provided for locating
the eyes of the driver and then the irises of the eyes and then
determining if the driver is looking to the side or sleeping.
Ueno determines the state of the eyes of the occupant rather
than determining the location of the eyes relative to the other
parts of the vehicle passenger compartment. Such a system
can be defeated if the driver is wearing glasses, particularly
sunglasses, or another optical device which obstructs a clear
view of his/her eyes. Pattern recognition technologies such
as neural networks are not used.

US. Pat. No. 5,008,946 to Ando uses a complicated set of
rules to isolate the eyes and mouth of a driver and uses this
information to permit the driver to control the radio, for
example, or other systems within the vehicle by moving his
eyes and/or mouth. Ando uses natural light and illuminates
only the head of the driver. He also makes no use of trainable
pattern recognition systems such as neural networks, nor is
there any attempt to identify the contents of the vehicle nor
of their location relative to the vehicle passenger compart-
ment. Rather, Ando is limited to control of vehicle devices
by responding to motion of the driver’s mouth and eyes.

US. Pat. No. 5,298,732 to Chen also concentrates in
locating the eyes of the driver so as to position a light filter
between a light source such as the sun or the lights of an
oncoming vehicle, and the driver’s eyes. Chen does not
explain in detail how the eyes are located but does supply a
calibration system whereby the driver can adjust the filter so
that it is at the proper position relative to his or her eyes.
Chen references the use of an automatic equipment for
determining the location of the eyes but does not describe
how this equipment works. In any event, there is no mention
of monitoring the position of the occupant, other that the
eyes, of determining the position of the eyes relative to the
passenger compartment, or of identifying any other object in
the vehicle other than the driver’s eyes. Also, there is no
mention of the use of a trainable pattern recognition system.

US. Pat. No. 5,305,012 to Faris also describes a system
for reducing the glare from the headlights of an oncoming
vehicle. Faris locates the eyes of the occupant by the use of
two spaced apart infrared cameras using passive infrared
radiation from the eyes of the driver. Again, Paris is only
interested in locating the driver’s eyes relative to the sun or
oncoming headlights and does not identify or monitor the
occupant or locate the occupant relative to the passenger
compartment or the airbag. Also, Faris does not use trainable
pattern recognition techniques such as neural networks.
Faris, in fact, does not even say how the eyes of the occupant
are located but refers the reader to a book entitled Robot

Vision (1991) by Berthold Horn, published by MIT Press,
Cambridge, Mass. Also, Faris uses the passive infrared
radiation rather than illuminating the occupant with active
infrared radiation or in general electromagnetic radiation as
in the instant invention.

The use of neural networks as the pattern recognition
technology is central to this invention since it makes the
monitoring system robust, reliable and practical. The result-
ing algorithm created by the neural network program is
usually only a few lines of code written in the C computer
language as opposed to typically hundreds of lines when the
techniques of the above patents to Ando, Chen and Paris are
implemented. As a result, the resulting systems are easy to
implement at a low cost making them practical for automo-
tive applications. The cost of the CCD arrays, for example,
have been prohibitively expensive until very recently ren-
dering their use for VIMS impractical. Similarly, the imple-
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mentation of the techniques of the above referenced patents
requires expensive microprocessors while the implementa-
tion with neural networks and similar trainable pattern
recognition technologies permits the use of low cost micro--
processors typically costing less than $5.

The present invention uses sophisticated trainable pattern
recognition capabilities such as neural networks. Usually the
data is preprocessed, as discussed below, using various
feature extraction. An example of such a pattern recognition
system using neural networks on sonar signals is discussed
in two papers by Gonnan, R. P. and Sejnowski, T. J.
“Analysis of Hidden Units in a Layered Network Trained to
Classify Sonar Targets”, Neural Networks, Vol. 1. pp. 75—89,
1988, and “Learned Classification of Sonar Targets Using a
Massively Parallel Network”, IEEE Transactions on
Acoustics, Speech, and Signal Processing, Vol. 36, No. 7,
July 1988. Examples of feature extraction techniques can be
found in US. Pat. No. 4,906,940 entitled “Process and
Apparatus for the Automatic Detection and Extraction of
Features in Images and Displays” to Green et al. Examples
of other more advanced and efficient pattern recognition
techniques can be found in US. Pat. No. 5,390,136 entitled
“Artificial Neuron and Method of Using Same and US.
patent application Ser. No. 08/076,601 entitled “Neural
Network and Method of Using Same” to Wang, S. T. Other
examples include US. Pat. Nos. 5,235,339 (Morrison et a1),
5,214,744 (Schweizer et a1), 5,181,254 (Schweizer et a1),
and 4,881,270 (Knecht et a1). All of the above references are
included herein by reference.

4. Optics
Optics can be used in several configurations for monitor»

ing the interior of a passenger compartment of an automo-
bile. In one known method, a laser optical system uses a
GaAs infrared laser beam to momentarily illuminate an
object, occupant or child seat, in the manner as described
and illustrated in FIG. 8 of the copending patent application
Ser. No. 08/040,978 cross-referenced above. The receiver

can be a charge coupled device or CCD, (a type of TV
camera) to receive the reflected light. The laser can either be
used in a scanning mode, or, through the use of a lens, a cone
of light can be created which covers a large portion of the
object. In these configurations, the light can be accurately
controlled to only illuminate particular positions of interest
within the vehicle. In the scanning mode, the receiver need
only comprise a single or a few active elements While in the
case of the cone of light, an array of active elements is
needed. The laser system has one additional significant
advantage in that the distance to the illuminated object can
be determined as disclosed in the 08/040,978 patent appli—
cation.

In a simpler case, light generated by a non-coherent light
emitting diode device is used to illuminate the desired area.
In this case, the area covered is not as accurately controlled
and a larger CCD array is required. Recently, however, the
cost of CCD arrays has dropped substantially with the result
that this configuration is now the most cost effective system
for monitoring the passenger compartment as long as the
distance from the transmitter to the objects is not needed. If
this distance is required, then either the laser system, a
stereographic system, a focusing system, or a combined
ultrasonic and optic system is required. Amechanical focus-
ing system, such as used on some camera systems can
determine the initial position of an occupant but is too slow
to monitor his/her position during a crash. A distance mea-
suring system based of focusing is described in US. Pat. No.
5,193,124 (Subbarao) which can either be used with a
mechanical focusing system or with two cameras, the latter
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of which would be fast enough. Although the Subbarao
patent provides a good discussion of the camera focusing art
and is therefore included herein by reference, it is a more
complicated system than is needed for the practicing the
instant invention. In fact, a neural network can also be

trained to perform the distance determination based on the
two images taken with different camera settings or from two
adjacent CCD’s and lens having different properties as the
cameras disclosed in Subbarao making this technique prac-
tical for the purposes of this instant invention. Distance can
also be determined by the system disclosed in US. Pat. No.
5,003,166 (Girod) by the spreading or defocusing of a
pattem of structured light projected onto the object of
interest.

In each of these cases, regardless of the distance mea-
surement system used, a trained pattern recognition system,
as defined above, is used in the instant invention to identify
and classify, and in some cases to locate, the illuminated
object and its constituent parts.

5. Optics And Acoustics

The laser systems described above are expensive due to
the requirement that they be modulated at a high frequency
if the distance from the airbag to the occupant, for example,
needs to be measured. Both laser and non-laser optical
systems in general are good at determining the location of
objects within the two dimensional plane of the image and
the modulated laser system in the scanning mode can
determine the distance of each part of the image from the
receiver. It is also possible to determine distance with the
non-laser system by focusing as discussed above, or stereo-
graphically if two spaced apart receivers are used and, in
some cases the mere location in the field of View can be used

to estimate the position relative to the airbag, for example.
Finally, a recently developed pulsed quantum well diode
laser does provide inexpensive distance measurements as
discussed below.

Acoustic systems are also quite effective at distance
measurements since the relatively low speed of sound per-
mits simple electronic circuits to be designed and minimal
microprocessor capability is required. If a coordinate system
is used where the z axis is from the transducer to the

occupant, acoustics are good at measuring 2 dimensions
while simple optical systems using a single CCD are good
at measuring x and y dimensions. The combination of
acoustics and optics, therefore, permits all three measure-
ments to be made with low cost components.

One example of a system using these ideas is an optical
system which floods the passenger seat with infrared light
coupled with a lens and CCD array which receives and
displays the reflected light and an analog to digital converter
(ADC) which digitizes the output of the CCD and feeds it to
an Artificial Neural Network (ANN) or other pattern recog-
nition system , for analysis. This system uses an ultrasonic
transmitter and receiver for measuring the distances to the
objects located in the passenger seat. The receiving trans-
ducer feeds its data into an ADC and from there into the

ANN. The same ANN can be used for both systems thereby
providing full three dimensional data for the ANN to ana-
lyze. This system, using low cost components, will permit
accurate identification and distance measurements not pos-
sible by either system acting alone. If a phased array system
is added to the acoustic part of the system as disclosed in
copending patent application (ATI-102), the optical part can
determine the location of the driver’s ears, for example, and
the phased array can direct a narrow beam to the location
and determine the distance to the occupant’s ears.
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6. Applications

The applications for this technology are numerous as
described in the copending patent applications listed above.
They include: (i) the monitoring of the occupant for safety
purposes to prevent airbag deployment induced injuries, (ii)
the locating of the eyes of the occupant to permit automatic
adjustment of the rear view mirror(s), (iii) the location of the
seat to place the eyes at the proper position to eliminate the
parallax in a heads-up display in night vision systems, (iv)
the location of the ears of the occupant for optimum adjust-
ment of the entertainment system, (v) the identification of
the occupant for security reasons, (vi) the determination of
obstructions in the path of a closing door or window, (vii) the
determination of the position of the occupant’s shoulder so
that the seat belt anchorage point can be adjusted for the best
protection of the occupant, (viii) the determination of the
position of the rear of the occupants head so that the headrest
can be adjusted to minimize whiplash injuries in rear
impacts, (ix) anticipatory crash sensing, (x) blind spot
detection, (xi) smart headlight dimmers, and many others. In
fact, over forty products alone have been identified based on
the ability to identify and monitor objects and parts thereof
in the passenger compartment of an automobile or truck.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention is a system to identify, locate and monitor
occupants, including their parts, and other objects in the
passenger compartment and objects outside of a motor
vehicle, such as an automobile or truck, by illuminating the
contents of the vehicle and objects outside of the vehicle
with electromagnetic, and specifically infrared, radiation
and using one or more lenses to focus images of the contents
onto one or more arrays of charge coupled devices (CCD
arrays). Outputs from the CCD arrays, are analyzed by
appropriate computational means employing trained pattern
recognition technologies, to classify, identify or locate the
contents or external objects. In general, the information
obtained by the identification and monitoring system is used
to alfect the operation of some other system in the vehicle.

When the vehicle interior monitoring system of this
invention is installed in the passenger compartment of an
automotive vehicle equipped with a passenger protective
device, such as an inflatable airbag, and the vehicle is
subjected to a crash of suflicient severity that the crash
sensor has determined that the protective device is to be
deployed, the system in accordance with the invention
determines the position of the vehicle occupant relative to
the airbag and disables deployment of the airbag if the
occupant is positioned so that he/she is likely to be injured
by the deployment of the airbag.

In some implementations of the invention, one or more
ultrasonic transmitters and receivers are added to the system
to provide a measurement of the distance from the
transmitter/receiver to the objects of interest. In some of
these implementations, a phased array system is used to
permit the ultrasonic Waves from the ultrasonic transmitters
to be narrowly focused onto a particular location of an
object. In other implementations, the source of infrared light
is a modulated laser which permits an accurate measurement
of the distance to the point of reflection. In still other cases,
a focusing system is used to determine the distance to the
object. Finally, in yet other cases a GaAs pulsed quantum
well laser system is used to measure distance directly to a
point of interest.

Principle objects and advantages of the optical sensing
system in accordance with the invention are:
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1. To recognize the presence of a human on a particular
seat of a motor vehicle and to use this information to

affect the operation of another vehicle system such as
the airbag, heating and air conditioning, 0r entertain-
ment systems, among others.

2. To recognize the presence of a human on a particular
seat of a motor vehicle and then to determine his/her

position and to use this position information to affect
the operation of another vehicle system.

3. To determine the position, velocity or size of an
occupant in a motor vehicle and to utilize this infor-
mation to control the rate of gas generation, or the
amount of gas generated by an airbag inflator system.

4. To determine the presence or position of rear seated
occupants in the vehicle and to use this information to
affect the operation of a rear seat protection airbag for
frontal impacts.

5. To recognize the presence of a rear facing child seat on
a particular seat of a motor vehicle and to use this
information to affect the operation of another vehicle
system such as the airbag system.

6. To determine the approximate location of the eyes of a
driver and to use that information to control the posi-
tion of the rear view mirrors of the vehicle.

7. To monitor the position of the head of the vehicle driver
and determine whether the driver is falling asleep or
otherwise impaired and likely to lose control of the
vehicle and to use that information to affect another

vehicle system.
8. To provide an occupant position sensor which reliably

permits, and in a timely manner, a determination to be
made that the occupant is out of position, or will
become out of position, and likely to be injured by a
deploying airbag and to then output a signal to suppress
the deployment of the airbag.

9. To provide an anticipatory sensor which permits accu-
rate identification of the about-to-impact object in the
presence of snow and/or fog whereby the sensor is
located within the vehicle.

10. To provide a smart headlight dimmer system which
senses the headlights from an oncoming vehicle or the
tail lights of a vehicle in front of the subject vehicle and
identifies these lights differentiating them from reflec-
tions from signs or the road surface and then sends a
signal to dim the headlights.

11. To provide a blind spot detector which detects and
categorizes an object in the driver’s blind spot and
warns the driver in the event the driver begins to change
lanes, for example, or continuously informs the driver
of the state of occupancy of the blind spot.

These and other objects and advantages will become
apparent from the following description of the preferred
embodiments of the vehicle identification and monitoring
system of this invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a side planar view, with certain portions
removed or cut away, of a portion of the passenger com-
partment of a vehicle showing several preferred mounting
locations of interior vehicle monitoring sensors shown par-
ticularly for sensing the vehicle driver illustrating the wave
pattern from an ultrasonic mirror mounted position sensor.

FIG. 1B is a view as in FIG. 1A illustrating the wave
pattern from an optical system using an infrared light source
and a CCD array receiver using the windshield as a reflec-
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tion surface and showing schematically the interface
between the vehicle interior monitoring system of this
invention and an instrument panel mounted inattentivcness
warning light or buzzer and reset button.

FIG. 1C is a view as in FIG. 1A illustrating the wave
pattern from a set of ultrasonic transmitters/receivers where
the spacing of the transducers and the phase of the signals
permits an accurate focusing of the ultrasonic beam and thus
the accurate measurement of a particular point on the surface
of the driver.

FIG. 1D is a View as in FIG. 1A illustrating the wave
pattern from an optical system using an infrared light source
and a CCD array receiver where the CCD array receiver is
covered by a fisheye lens permitting a wide angle view of the
contents of the passenger compartment.

FIG. IE is a view as in FIG. 1A illustrating the wave
pattern from a pair of small CCD array receivers and one
infrared transmitter where the spacing of the CCD arrays
permits an accurate measurement of the distance to features
on the occupant.

FIG. 2 is a side view, with certain portions removed or cut
away, of a portion of the passenger compartment of a vehicle
showing preferred mounting locations of optical interior
vehicle monitoring sensors.

FIG. 3 is a circuit schematic illustrating the use of the
vehicle interior monitoring sensor used as an occupant
position sensor in conjunction with the remainder of the
inflatable restraint system.

FIG. 4 is a schematic illustrating the circuit of an occupant
position sensing device using a modulated infrared signal,
beat frequency and phase detector system.

FIG. 5 is a side planer view with parts cutaway and
removed of a vehicle showing the passenger compartment
containing a driver and a preferred mounting location for an
occupant position sensor for use in side impacts and also of
a rear of occupant’s head locator for use with a headrest
adjustment system to reduce whiplash injuries in rear impact
crashes.

FIG. 6 is a side plan view of the interior of an automobile,
with portions cut away and removed, with two occupant
height measuring sensors, one mounted into the headliner
above the occupant’s head and the other mounted onto the
A-pillar and also showing a seatbelt associated with the seat
where the seatbelt has an adjustable upper anchorage point
which is automatically adjusted corresponding to the height
of the occupant.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a vehicle about to impact
the side of another vehicle showing the location of the
various parts of the anticipatory sensor system of this
invention.

FIG. 7Ais a view of the section designated 7A in FIG. 7.

FIG. 8 is a side planar view, with certain portions removed
or cut away, of a portion of the passenger compartment
illustrating a sensor for sensing the headlights of an oncom-
ing vehicle and/or the taillights of a leading vehicle used in
conjunction with an automatic headlight dimming system.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to the drawings, a section of the passenger
compartment of an automobile is shown generally as 100 in
FIGS. 1A through 1E. A driver 101 of a vehicle sits on a seat
102 behind a steering wheel 103 which contains an airbag
assembly 104. Five transmitter and/or receiver assemblies
110, 111, 112, 113 and 114 are positioned at various places
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in the passenger compartment to determine the location of
the head, chest and torso of the driver relative to the airbag
and to otherwise monitor the interior of the passenger
compartment. Control circuitry 120 is connected to the
transmitter/receivers 110—114 and controls the transmission

from the transmitters and captures the return signals from
the receivers. Control circuitry 120 usually contains analog
to digital converters (ADCs), a microprocessor containing
sufficient memory and appropriate software including pat~
tem recognition algorithms, and other appropriate drivers,
signal conditioners, signal generators, etc. Usually, in any
given implementation, only one or two of the transmitters
and receivers would be used depending on their mounting
locations as described below.

FIG. 1A illustrates a typical wave pattern of ultrasonic
waves from transmitter/receiver 114. In this embodiment,
the transmitter/receiver 114 comprises an ultrasonic trans—
ducer which will generally be used in conjunction with an
optical transmitter and CCD array such as shown at 110, 112
and 113. The optical systems, i,e., the optical transmitter and
CCD array, map the location of the oecupant(s), objects and
features thereof, in a two dimensional image by the CCD
array and ultrasonic transmitter/receiver 114 determines the
distance from the sensor to the occupant. When used for
monitoring the passenger seat, the optical system 110 deter-
mines that the seat is occupied and identifies the occupying
item and then the ultrasonic system such as 114 determines
the location of the occupant relative to the airbag. The
optical system identifies what it is that the ultrasonic system
is measuring and determines which echo is from the occu-
pant’s head or chest as opposed to some other object. The
transmitter/receiver 114 may be mounted to a rear View
mirror 105.

In the case of FIG. 1A, transmitter/receiver 114 emits
ultrasonic acoustical waves which bounce off the head and

chest of the driver and return thereto. Periodically, the
device, as commanded by control circuit 120, transmits a
burst of ultrasonic waves at about 50 kilohertz, for example,
and the reflected signal is detected by the same or a difl'erent
device. An associated electronic circuit or algorithm in
control circuit 120 measures the time between the transmis-

sion and the reception of the ultrasonic waves and thereby
determines the distance from the transmitter/receiver to the

driver, passenger or other occupying item based on the
velocity of sound. This information is then sent to the crash
sensor and diagnostic circuitry, which may also be resident
in 120, which determines if the occupant is close enough to
the airbag that a deployment might, by itself, cause injury
which exceeds that which might be caused by the accident
itself In such a case, the circuit disables the airbag system
and thereby prevents its deployment. In an alternate case, the
sensor algorithm assesses the probability that a crash requir-
ing an airbag is in process and waits until that probability
exceeds an amount that is dependent on the position of the
occupant. Thus, for example, the sensor might decide to
deploy the airbag based on a need probability assessment of
50%, if the decision must be made immediately for an
occupant approaching the airbag, but might wait until the
probability rises to 95% for a more distant occupant.
Although a driver system has been illustrated, the front and
rear seat passenger systems would be similar.

In another implementation, the sensor algorithm may
determine the rate that gas is generated to aifect the rate that
the airbag is inflated. In all of these cases, the position of the
occupant is used to affect the deployment of the airbag either
as to whether or not it should be deployed at all, the time of
deployment or the rate of inflation.
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An optical infrared transmitter and receiver assembly is
shown generally at 112 in FIG. 1B and is mounted onto the
instrument panel facing the windshield. Device 112, shown
enlarged, comprises a source of infrared radiation, or
another form of electromagnetic radiation, and a charge
coupled device array (CCD array) of typically 160 pixels by
160 pixels. In this embodiment, the windshield is used to
reflect the illumination light provided by the infrared radia-
tion and also the light reflected back by the objects in the
passenger compartment, in a manner similar to the “heads-
up” display which is now being offered on several automo-
bile models. The “heads-up” display, of course, is currently
used only to display information to the driver and is not used
to reflect light from the driver to a receiver. Once again,
unless one of the distance measuring systems as described
below is used, this system alone cannot be used to determine
distances from the objects to the sensor. Its main purpose is
object identification and monitoring.

Device 112 is actually about two cm. in diameter and is
shown greatly enlarged in FIG. 1B. Also, the reflection area
on the windshield is considerably smaller than illustrated
and special provisions are made to assure that this area of the
Windshield is flat and reflective as is done generally when
heads-up displays are used.

The system illustrated in FIG. 1B uses a single CCD array
and thus, since this device is small, it cannot in general be
used to achieve a stereographic image and thus some other
method is necessary to determine the distance to the object.
If two spaced apart CCD arrays are used, however, then the
distance to the various objects within the passenger com-
partment can be found by using a simple algorithm which
locates similar features on both images and determines their
relative location on the images.An alternate method is to use
a lens with a short focal length. In this case, the lens is
mechanically focused to determine the clearest image and
thereby obtain the distance to the object. This is similar to
certain camera auto-focusing systems such as one manufac-
tured by Fuji of Japan. Naturally, other methods can be used
as described in the patents referenced above.

Once a vehicle interior monitoring system employing a
sophisticated pattern recognition system, such as a neural
network is in place, it is possible to monitor the motions of
the driver over time, and his/her response to various stimuli,
and determine if he is falling asleep or has otherwise become
incapacitated. In such an event, the vehicle can be caused to
respond in a number of diiferent ways. One such system is
illustrated in FIG. 1B and consists of a monitoring system
having transducer device 112 plus a microprocessor in
control circuit 120 programmed to compare the motions of
the driver over time and trained to recognize changes in
behavior representative of becoming incapacitated. If the
system determines that there is a reasonable probability that
the driver has fallen asleep, for example, then it can turn on
a warning light shown here as 124 or send a warning sound.
If the driver fails to respond to the warning by pushing a
button 122, for example, then the horn and lights can be
operated in a manner to warn other vehicles and the vehicle
brought to a stop. Naturally other responses can also be
programmed and other tests of driver attentiveness can be
used without resorting to attempting to monitor the motions
of the driver’s eyes.

An even more sophisticated system of monitoring the
behavior of the driver is to track the driver’s eye motions
using such techniques as are described in: Freidman et al.,
US. Pat. No. 4,648,052 entitled “Eye Tracker Communica-
tion System”; Heyner et al., US. Pat. No. 4,720,189 entitled
“Eye Position Sensor”; Hutchinson, US. Pat. No. 4,836,670
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entitled “Eye Movement Detector”; and Hutchinson, US.
Pat. No. 4,950,069 entitled “Eye Movement Detector With
Improved Calibration and Speed”, all of which are included
herein by reference as well as US. Pat. Nos. 5,008,946 and
5,305,012 referenced above. The detection of the impaired
driver in particular can be best determined by these tech-
niques. These systems make use of sophisticated pattern
recognition techniques plus, in many cases, the transmitter
and CCD receivers must be appropriately located so that the
reflection off of the cornea of the driver’s eyes can be
detected as discussed in the above referenced patents. The
size of the CCD arrays used herein permits their location,
sometimes in conjunction with a reflective windshield,
where this corneal reflection can be detected with some

difficulty. Naturally sunglasses can interfere with this pro-cess.

The eye tracker systems discussed above are facilitated by
the instant invention since one of the main purposes of
determining the location of the driver’s eyes either by
directly locating them with trained pattern recognition tech-
nology or by inferring their location from the location of the
driver’s head, is so that the seat can be automatically
positioned to place the driver’s eyes into the “eye-ellipse”.
The eye-ellipse is the proper location for the driver’s eyes to
permit optimal operation of the vehicle and for the location
of the mirrors etc. Thus, if we know where the driver’s eyes
are, then the driver can be positioned so that his or her eyes
are precisely situated in the eye ellipse and the reflection off
of the eye can be monitored with a small eye tracker system.
Also, by ascertaining the location of the driver’s eyes, a rear
View mirror positioning device can be controlled to adjust
the same to an optimal position.

A more accurate acoustic system for determining the
distance to a particular object, or a part thereof, in the
passenger compartment is exemplified by transducers 111 in
FIG. 1C. In this case, three ultrasonic transmitter/receivers

are shown spaced apart mounted onto the A-pillar of the
vehicle. The A—pillar is the forward most roof support pillar
and also supports the Windshield. Due to the wavelength, it
is diificult to get a narrow beam using Ultrasonics without
either using high frequencies which have limited range or a
large transducer. A commonly available 40 kHz transducer,
for example, is about 1 cm. in diameter and emits a sonic
wave which spreads at about a sixty degree angle. To reduce
this angle requires making the transducer larger in diameter.
An alternate solution is to use several transducers and to

phase the transmissions so that they arrive at the intended
part of the target in phase. Reflections from the selected part
of the target are then reinforced whereas reflections from
adjacent parts encounter interference with the result that the
distance to the brightest portion within the vicinity of
interest can be determined. By varying the phase of trans-
mission from the three transducers 111, the location of a
reflection source on a curved line can be determined. In

order to locate the reflection source in space, at least one
additional transmitter/receiver is required which is not
co-linear with the others. The accuracy of the measurement
can be determined by those skilled in the art of phased array
radar as the relevant equations are applicable here. The
waves shown in FIG. 1C coming from the three transducers
111 are actually only the portions of the waves which arrive
at the desired point in space together in phase. The efiective
direction of these wave streams can be varied by changing
the transmission phase between the three transmitters. A
determination of the approximate location of a point of
interest on the occupant is accomplished by the CCD array
and appropriate analysis and the phasing of the ultrasonic
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transmitters is determined so that the distance to the desired

point can be determined.
FIG. 1D illustrates two optical systems each having a

source of infrared radiation and a CCD array receiver. The
price of CCD arrays has dropped dramatically in the last
year making them practical for interior monitoring. Trans-
ducers 110 and 113 are CCD arrays having 160 by 160 pixels
which is covered by an approximate spherical lens. This
creates a “fisheye” elfect whereby light from a wide variety
of directions can be captured. One such sensor placed by the
dome light or other central position in the vehicle roof such
as 113, can monitor the entire vehicle interior with sufficient
resolution to determine the occupancy of the vehicle, for
example. CCD’s such as those used herein are available
from Marshall Electronics Inc. of Culver City, Calif. A
fisheye lens is “. . . a wide-angle photographic lens that
covers an angle of about 180°, producing a circular image
with exaggerated foreshortening in the center and increasing
distortion toward the periphery”. (The American Heritage
Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition ,1992 by
Houghton Mifllin Company). This distortion of a fisheye lens
can be substantially changed by modifying the shape of the
lens to permit particular portions of the interior passenger
compartment to be observed. Also, in many cases the full
180° is not desirable and a lens which captures a smaller
angle may be used. Although primarily spherical lenses are
illustrated herein, it is understood that the particular lens
design will depend on the location in the vehicle and the
purpose of the particular receiver.

CCD arrays are in common use in television cameras, for
example, to convert an image into an electrical signal. For
the purposes herein, a CCD will be defined to include all
devices which are capable of converting light frequencies,
including infrared and ultraviolet, into electrical signals. The
particular CCD array used for many of the applications
disclosed herein is implemented on a single chip which is
less than two cm. in diameter. Data from the CCD array is
digitized and sent serially to an electronic circuit 120
containing a microprocessor for analysis of the digitized
data. In order to minimize the amount of data which needs

to be stored, initial processing of the image data takes place
as it is being received from the CCD array.

One method of determining distance to an object directly
without resorting to range finders is to used a mechanical
focusing system. However, the use of such an apparatus is
cumbersome, expensive, slow and has questionable reliabil-
ity. An alternative is to use the focusing systems described
in the above referenced US. Pat. Nos. 5,193,124 and
5,003,166 however such systems require expensive hard-
ware and/or elaborate algorithms. Another alternative is
illustrated in FIG. 1E where transducer 116 is an infrared

source having a wide transmission angle such that the entire
contents of the front driver’s seat is illuminated. Receiving
CCD transducers 117 and 118 are shown spaced apart so that
a stereographic analysis can be made by the control circuitry
120. This circuitry 120 contains a microprocessor with
appropriate pattern recognition algorithms along with other
circuitry as described above. In this case, the desired feature
to be located is first selected from one of the two returned

images from either CCD transducer 117 or 118. The soft-
ware then determines the location of the same feature on the

other image and thereby, through analysis familiar to those
skilled in the art, determines the distance of the feature from
the transducers.

Transducers 116—118 are illustrated mounted onto the

A-pillar of the vehicle, however, since these transducers are
quite small, typically approximately 2 cm. or less in
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diameter, they could alternately be mounted onto the wind-
shield itself, or other convenient location which provides a
clear view of the portion of the passenger compartment
being monitored.

A new class of laser range finders has particular applica-
tion here. This product, as manufactured by Power Spectra,
line. of Sunnyvale, Calif, is a GaAs pulsed laser device
which can measure up to 30 meters with an accuracy of <2
cm. and a resolution of <1 cm. This system is implemented
in combination with transducer 116 and one of the receiving
transducers 117 or 118 may thereby be eliminated. Once a
particular feature of an occupying item of the passenger
compartment has been located, this device is used in cone
junction with an appropriate aiming mechanism to direct the
laser beam to that particular feature. The distance to that
feature is then known to within 2 cm, and with calibration
even more accurately. Note that in addition to measurements
within the passenger compartment, this device has particular
applicability in anticipatory sensing and blind spot monitor-
ing applications exterior to the vehicle.

In FIG. 2 a side View, with certain portions removed or cut
away, of a portion of the passenger compartment of a vehicle
showing preferred mounting locations of optical interior
vehicle monitoring sensors 110, 113, 210—214. Each of these
devices is illustrated as having a fisheye lens and is shown
enlarged in size for clarity. In a typical actual device, the
diameter of the lens is approximately 2 cm, and it protrudes
from the mounting surface by approximately 1 cm. This
small size renders these devices almost unnoticeable by
vehicle occupants. Note that since these devices are optical
it is important that the lens surface remains relatively clean.
Control circuitry 120 contains a self-diagnostic feature
where the image returned by one of the transducers is
compared with a stored image and the existence of certain
key features is verified. If a receiver fails this test, a warning
is displayed to the driver which indicates that cleaning of the
lens surface is required. The technology illustrated in FIG.
2 can be used for numerous purposes including: (i) the
determination of the presence of a rear facing child seat 230,
(ii) the monitoring of the rear of an occupant’s head 242, (iii)
the monitoring of the position of occupant 240, (iv) the
monitoring of the position of the occupants knees 241, (v)
the measurement of the occupant’s height using transducer
113, as well as other monitoring functions as described
elsewhere in this specification.

The occupant position sensor in any of its various forms
is integrated into the airbag system circuitry as shown
schematically in FIG. 3. In this example, the occupant
position sensors are used as an input to a smart electronic
sensor and diagnostic system. The electronic sensor deter-
mines Whether the airbag should be deployed based on the
vehicle acceleration crash pulse, or crush zone mounted
crash sensors, and the occupant position sensor determines
whether the occupant is too close to the airbag and therefore
that the deployment should not take place. In FIG. 3 the
electronic crash sensor located within the sensor and diag-
nostic unit determines Whether the crash is of such severity
as to require deployment of the airbag. The occupant posi-
tion sensors determine the location of the vehicle occupants
relative to the airbags and provide this information to the
sensor and diagnostic unit which then determines whether it
is safe to deploy the airbag. The arming sensor also deter-
mines whether there is a vehicle crash occurring. If the
sensor and diagnostic unit and the arming sensor both
determine that the vehicle is undergoing a crash requiring an
airbag and the position sensors determine that the occupants
are safely away from the airbags, the airbag, or inflatable
restraint system, is deployed.
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Aparticular implementation of an occupant position sen--
sor having a range of from 0 to 2 meters (corresponding to
an occupant position of from O to 1 meter since the signal
must travel both to and from the occupant) using infrared is
illustrated in the block diagram schematic of FIG. 4. The
operation is as follows. A48 MHz signal, fl, is generated by
a crystal oscillator 401 and fed into a frequency tripler 402
which produces an output signal at 144 MHz. The 144 MHz
signal is then fed into an infrared diode driver 403 which
drives the infrared diode 404 causing it to emit infrared light
modulated at 144 MHz and a reference phase angle of zero
degrees. The infrared diode 404 is directed at the vehicle
occupant. A second signal f2 having a frequency of 48.05
MHZ, which is slightly greater than fl, is similarly fed into
a frequency tripler 406 to create a frequency of 144.15 MHz.
This signal is then fed into a mixer 407 which combines it
with the 144 MHz signal from frequency tripler 402. The
combined signal from the mixer 407 is then fed to filter 408
which removes all signals except for the dilference, or beat
frequency, between 3 times f1 and 3 times i2, of 150 kHz.
The infrared signal which is reflected from the occupant is
received by receiver 409 and fed into pre-amplifier 411, a
resistor 410 to bias being coupled to the connection between
the receiver 409 and the pre-amplifier 411. This signal has
the same modulation frequency, 144 MHz, as the transmitted
signal but now is out of phase with the transmitted signal by
an angle x due to the path that the signal took from the
transmitter to the occupant and back to the receiver. The
output from pre-amplifier 411 is fed to a second mixer 412
along with the 144.15 MHz signal from the frequency tripler
406. The output from mixer 412 is then amplified by an
automatic gain amplifier 413 and fed into filter 414. The
filter 414 eliminates all frequencies except for the 150 kHz
difference, or beat, frequency, in a similar manner as was
done by filter 408. The resulting 150 kHz frequency,
however, now has a phase angle x relative to the signal from
filter 408. Both 150 kHz signals are now fed into a phase
detector 415 which determines the magnitude of the phase
angle x. It can be shown mathematically that, with the above
values, the distance from the transmitting diode to the
occupant is x/345.6 where x is measured in degrees and the
distance in meters.

The applications described herein have been illustrated
using the driver of the vehicle. Naturally the same systems
of determining the position of the occupant relative to the
airbag apply to front and rear seated passengers, sometimes
requiring minor modifications. It is likely that the sensor
required triggering time based on the position of the occu-
pant will be different for the driver than for the passenger.
Current systems are based primarily on the driver with the
result that the probability of injury to the passenger is
necessarily increased either by deploying the airbag too late
or by failing to deploy the airbag when the position of the
driver would not warrant it but the passenger’s position
would. With the use of occupant position sensors for both
the passenger and driver, the airbag system can be individu-
ally optimized for each occupant and result in further
significant injury reduction. In particular, either the driver or
passenger system can be disabled if either the driver or
passenger is out of position.

There is almost always a driver present in vehicles that are
involved in accidents where an airbag is needed. Only about
30% of these vehicles, however, have a passenger. If the
passenger is not present, there is usually no need to deploy
the passenger side airbag. The occupant monitoring system,
when used for the passenger side with proper pattern rec-
ognition circuitry, can also ascertain whether or not the seat
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is occupied, and if not, can disable the deployment of the
passenger side airbag and thereby save the cost of its
replacement. The same strategy applies also for monitoring
the rear seat of the vehicle. Also, a trainable pattern recog~
nition system, as used herein, can distinguish between an
occupant and a bag of groceries, for example. Finally, there
has been much written about the out of position child who
is standing or otherwise positioned adjacent to the airbag,
perhaps due to pro-crash braking. Naturally, the occupant
position sensor described herein can prevent the deployment
of the airbag in this situation as well as in the situation of a
rear facing child seat as described above.

The use of trainable pattern recognition technologies such
as neural networks is an imponant part of the instant
invention. These technologies are implemented using
sophisticated computer programs to analyze the patterns of
examples to determine the difl'erences between different
categories of objects. These computer programs are trained
using a set of representative data collected during the
training phase, called the training set. After training, the
computer programs output a computer algorithm containing
the rules permitting classification of the objects of interest
based on the data obtained after installation in the vehicle.

These rules, in the form of an algorithm, are implemented in
the system which is mounted onto the vehicle. The deter-
mination of these rules is central to the pattern recognition
techniques used in this invention. Artificial neural networks
are thus far the most successful of the rule determination

approaches however research is underway to develop newer
systems With many of the advantages of neural networks,
such as learning by training, without the disadvantages, such
as the inability to understand the network and the possibility
of not converging to the best solution.

In some implementations of this invention, such as the
determination that there is an object in the path of a closing
window as described below, the rules are sufliciently obvi—
ous that a trained researcher can look at the returned optical
or acoustic signals and devise an algorithm to make the
required determinations. In others, such as the determination
of the presence of a rear facing child seat or of an occupant,
artificial neural networks are used to determine the rules.

One such set of neural network software for determining the
pattern recognition rules, is available from the NeuralWare
Corporation of Pittsburgh, Pa. Another network pattern
recognition technology is disclosed in the above referenced
Motorola patents. Numerous articles, including more that
500 US. patents, describe neural networks in great detail
and thus the theory and application of this technology is well
known and will not be repeated here. Except in a few
isolated situations where neural networks have been used to

solve particular problems, they have not heretofore been
applied to automobiles and trucks.

The system used in the instant invention, therefore, for the
determination of the presence of a rear facing child seat, of
an occupant, or of an empty seat is the artificial neural
network. In this case, the network operates on the returned

signals from the CCD array as sensed by transducers 521
and 522 in FIG. 5, for example. For the case of the front
passenger seat, for example, through a training session, the
system is taught to differentiate between the three cases.
This is done by conducting a large number of experiments
where available child seats are placed in numerous positions
and orientations on the front passenger seat of the vehicle.
Similarly, a sufiiciently large number of experiments are run
with human occupants and with boxes, bags of groceries and
other objects. As many as 1000 such experiments are run
before the neural network is sufficiently trained so that it can
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difi‘erentiate among the three cases and output the correct
decision with a very high probability.

Once the network is determined, it is possible to examine
the result using tools supplied by NeuralWare, for example,
to determine the rules which were finally arrived at by the
trial and error techniques. In that case, the rules can then be
programmed into a microprocessor. Alternately, a neural
computer can be used to implement the net directly. In either
case, the implementation can be carried out by those skilled
in the art of pattern recognition using neural networks. If a
microprocessor is used, a memory device is also required to
store the data from the analog to digital converters which
digitize the data from the receiving transducers. On the other
hand, if a neural network computer is used, the analog signal
can be fed directly from the transducers to the neural
network input nodes and an intermediate memory is not
required. Memory of some type is needed to store the
computer programs in the case of the microprocessor system
and if the neural computer is used for more than one task, a
memory is needed to store the network specific values
associated with each task.

There are several methods measuring the height of the
driver for use in automatically adjusting the seat or for
adjusting the seatbelt anchorage point. Some alternatives are
shown in FIG. 5 which is a side plan View where two height
measuring sensors, one 521 mounted into the headliner
above the occupant’s head and the other 520 mounted onto
the A-pillar are shown, These transducers may already be
present because of other implementations of the vehicle
interior identification and monitoring system described
herein.

In the above cross-referenced patent applications, ultra-
sonics was the main technology for determining occupant
height. This generally required at least two transducers since
by using transducer 521 alone, for example, the exact
position of the head is ambiguous since the transducer
measures the distance to the head regardless of what direc-
tion the head is. By knowing the distance from the head to
transducer 520, the ambiguity is substantially reduced.

Optical transducers using CCD arrays are now becoming
price competitive and, as mentioned above, \m'll soon be the
technology of choice for interior vehicle monitoring. A
single CCD array of 160 by 160 pixels, for example, coupled
With the appropriate trained pattern recognition software,
can be used to form an image of the head of an occupant and
accurately locate the head for the purposes of this invention.

A rear-of-head detector 534 is also illustrated in FIG. 5.
This detector is used to determine the distance from the

headrest to the rear most position of the occupant ’5 head and
to control the position of the headrest so that it is properly
positioned behind the occupant’s head to oifer optimum
support in the event of a rear impact. Although the headrest
of most vehicles is adjustable, it is rare for an occupant to
position it properly, if at all. Each year there are in excess of
400,000 whiplash injuries in vehicle impacts approximately
90,000 of which are from rear impacts (source: National
Highway Traflic Safety Administration, (NHTSA)) A prop-
erly positioned head rest could substantially reduce the
frequency of such injuries which can be accomplished by the
head detector of this invention. The head detector 534 is

shown connected schematically to the headrest control
mechanism and circuitry 540. This mechanism is capable of
moving the headrest up and down and, in some cases,
rotating it fore and aft. An occupant position sensor for side
impacts used with a door mounted airbag system is illus-
trated at 530 in FIG. 5.
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Seatbelts are most effective when the upper attachment
point to the vehicle is positioned vertically close to the
shoulder of the occupant being restrained. If the attachment
point is too low, the occupant experiences discomfort from
the rubbing of the belt on his or her shoulder. If it is too high
the occupant may experience discomfort due to the rubbing
of the belt against his or her neck and the occupant will move
forward by a greater amount during a crash which may result
in his or her head striking the steering wheel. For these
reasons, it is desirable to have the upper seatbelt attachment
point located slightly above the occupant’s shoulder. To
accomplish this for various sized occupants, the location of
the occupant’s shoulder must be known which can be
accomplished by the vehicle interior monitoring system
described herein.

Such a system is illustrated in FIG. 6 which is a side
planer view of a seatbelt anchorage adjustment system. In
this system, an infrared transmitter and CCD array receiver
620 is positioned in a convenient location such as the
headliner located above and to the outside of the occupant’s
shoulder. An appropriate pattern recognition system as
described above is then used to determine the location and

position of the shoulder. This information is fed to the
seatbelt anchorage height adjustment system 632, shown
schematically, which moves the attachment point 631 to the
optimum vertical location for the proper placement of the
seatbelt 630.

FIG. 7 is an angular perspective overhead view of a
vehicle 710 about to be impacted in the side by an approach-
ing vehicle 720, where vehicle 710 is equipped with an
anticipatory sensor system showing a transmitter 730 trans-
mitting infrared waves toward vehicle 720. The transmitter
730 is connected to an electronic module 740. Module 740

contains circuitry 742 to drive transmitter 730 and circuitry
744 to process the returned signals from receivers 734 and
736 (FIG. 7A). Circuitry 744 contains a neural computer 745
which performs the pattern recognition determination based
on signals from receivers 734 and 736. Receivers 734 and
736 are mounted onto the B-Pillar of the vehicle and are

covered with a protective transparent cover. An alternate
mounting location is shown as 738 which is in the door
window trim panel where the rear View mirror (not shown)
is frequently attached. One additional advantage of this
system is the ability of infrared to penetrate fog and snow
which makes this technology particularly applicable for
anticipatory sensing applications.

The same system can also be used for the detection of
objects in the blind spot of the vehicle and the image
displayed for the operator to see, or a warning system
activated, if the operator attempts to change lanes, for
example. In this case, the mounting location must be chosen
to provide a good view along the side of the vehicle in order
to pickup vehicles which are about to pass vehicle 710. Each
of the locations 734, 736 and 730 provide suflicient field of
view for this application although the space immediately
adjacent to the vehicle could be missed. Alternate locations
include mounting onto the outside rear view mirror or the
addition of a unit in the rear window or C-Pillar. The mirror

location, however, does leave the device vulnerable to being
covered with ice, snow and dirt.

In both cases of the anticipatory sensor and blind spot
detector, the infrared transmitter and CCD array system
provides mainly image information to permit recognition of
the object in the vicinity of vehicle 710. To complete the
process, distance information is also require as well as
velocity information, which can in general be obtained by
differentiating the position data. This can be accomplished
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by any one of the several methods discussed above as well
as With a radar system. Radar systems, which would not be
acceptable for use in the interior of the vehicle, are now
commonly used in sensing applications exterior to the
vehicle, police radar being one well known example. Min-
iature radar systems are now available which are inexpen-
sive and fit within the available space. Another advantage of
radar in this application is that it is easy to get a transmitter
with a desirable divergence angle so that the device does not
have to be aimed. The best mode of practicing the invention
for these cases is to use radar and the second best is the

pulsed GaAs laser system, along with a CCD array, although
the use of two CCD arrays or the acoustical systems are also
good choices. Both the acoustical and the stenographic
system using the two CCD arrays have the disadvantage of
being slower than the GaAs device and the acoustical system
in addition must be mounted outside of the vehicle where it

may be afiected by the accumulation of deposits onto the
active surface.

In a preferred implementation, transmitter 730 is an
infrared transmitter and receivers 734, 736 and 738 are CCD
transducers which receive the reflected infrared waves from

vehicle 720. In the implementation shown in FIG. 7, an
exterior airbag 790 is shown which deploys in the event that
a side impact is about to occur as described in copending
application Ser. No. 08/247,760 cross referenced above.

FIG. 8 illustrates the exterior monitoring system for use in
detecting the headlights of an oncoming vehicle or the tail
lights of a vehicle in front of vehicle 810. In this
embodiment, the CCD array is designed to be sensitive to
visible light and a separate source of illumination is not
used. Once again, the key to this technology is the use of
trained pattern recognition algorithms and particularly of the
artificial neural network. Here as in the other cases above

and in the co—pending patent applications referenced above,
the pattern recognition system is trained to recognize the
pattern of the headlights of an oncoming vehicle or the tail
lights of a vehicle in front of vehicle 810 and to then dim the
headlights when either of these conditions is sensed. It is
also trained to not dim the lights from other reflections such
as off of a sign post or the roadway. One problem is to
differentiate taillights where dimming is desired from distant
headlights where dimming is not desired. Three techniques
are used: (i) measurement of the spacing of the light sources,
(ii) determination of the location of the light sources relative
to the vehicle, and (iii) use of a red filter where the
brightness of the light source through the filter is compared
with the brightness of the unfiltered light. In the case of the
taillight, the brightness of the red filtered and unfiltered light
is nearly the same while there is a significant diflerence for
the headlight case. In this situation, either two CCD arrays
are used, one with a filter, or a filter which can be removed
either electrically, such as with a liquid crystal, or mechani—
cally.

There has thus been shown and described a monitoring
system for monitoring both the interior and the exterior of
the vehicle using an optical system with one or more CCD
arrays and other associated equipment which fulfills all the
objects and advantages sought after. Many changes,
modifications, variations and other uses and applications of
the subject invention will, however, become apparent to
those skilled in the art after considering this specification
and the accompanying drawings which disclose the pre-
ferred embodiments thereof All such changes,
modifications, variations and other uses and applications
which do not depart from the spirit and scope of the
invention are deemed to be covered by the invention which
is limited only by the following claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. In a motor vehicle having an interior passenger com-
partment containing at least one occupying item, an interior
monitoring system comprising:

a) illumination means for illuminating a portion of said
vehicle interior passenger compartment with electro-
magnetic radiation in which said at least one occupying
item is likely situated;

b) receiver means for receiving electromagnetic illumi—
nation reflected from said at least one occupying item
in said vehicle interior passenger compartment;

c) processor means coupled to said receiver means for
processing said received illumination and generating an
electronic signal characteristic of said at least one
occupying item in said passenger compartment based
thereon;

d) categorization and identification means coupled to said
processor means for categorizing said electronic signal
to thereby identify said at least one occupying item,
said categorization and identification means compris-
ing trained pattern recognition means for processing
said electronic signal based on said received illumina-
tion from said at least one occupying item to provide an
identification of said at least one occupying item based
thereon, said pattern recognition means being struc-
tured and arranged to apply a pattern recognition algo-
rithm generated from data of possible occupying items
of the vehicle and patterns of received electromagnetic
illumination from the possible occupying items; and

e) output means coupled to said categorization and iden-
tification means for afiecting another system in said
vehicle in response to the identification of said at least
one occupying item.

2. The system in accordance with claim 1, wherein said
another system comprises an inflatable airbag and said at
least one occupying item is an occupant, said pattern ree-
ognition means being structured and arranged to process
said electronic signal based on said received illumination
from said occupant into a positional categorization of said
signal characteristic of the position of the occupant based on
data corresponding to patterns of received electromagnetic
illumination stored within said pattern recognition means
and associated with occupants of the vehicle in dilferent
positions, said output means comprising means for modify-
ing the time at which inflation of said inflatable airbag is
initiated in response to the position of the occupant.

3. The system in accordance with claim 1, wherein said
another system comprises an inflatable airbag and said at
least one occupying item is an occupant, said pattern rec—
ognition means being structured and arranged to process
said electronic signal based on said received illumination
from said surfaces of the occupant into a positional catego-
rization of said signal characteristic of the position of the
occupant based on data corresponding to patterns of
received electromagnetic illumination stored within said
pattern recognition means and associated with occupants of
the vehicle in different positions, said output means com-
prising means for modifying the rate at which said inflatable
airbag is inflated in response to the position of the occupant,

4. The system in accordance with claim 1, wherein said
another system comprises an inflatable airbag and said at
least one occupying item is an occupant, said pattern rec-
ognition means being structured and arranged to process
said electronic signal based on said received illumination
from said occupant into a categorization of said signal
characteristic of the presence of the occupant based on data
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corresponding to patterns of received electromagnetic illu--
mination stored within said pattern recognition means and
associated with the presence and absence of the occupant of
the vehicle, said output means comprising means for sup--
pressing deployment of said inflatable in response to the
absence of the occupant.

5. The system in accordance with claim 1, wherein said at
least one occupying item is on an occupant, said pattern
recognition means being structured and arranged to process
said electronic signal based on said received illumination
from said occupant into a head-positional categorization of
said signal characteristic of the position of the occupant’s
head based on data corresponding to patterns of received
electromagnetic illumination stored within said pattern rec-
ognition means and associated with the head of occupants of
the vehicle in different positions, said trained pattern rec-
ognition means comprises means to categorize the motion of
the occupant’s head over time, and said output means
coupled to said pattern recognition means responds to the
category of motion of the occupant’s head over time to affect
said another system in said vehicle.

6. The sensor in accordance with claim 5, wherein said
another system comprises an alarm.

7. The sensor in accordance with claim 5, wherein said
another system comprises limiting means for limiting the
speed of said vehicle.

8. The system in accordance with claim 1 wherein said
trained pattern recognition means comprises a neural net~
work.

9. The system in accordance with claim 1 wherein said
vehicle further comprises a seat and said at least one

occupying item is a rear facing child seat positioned on said
seat of said vehicle, and said another vehicle system com-
prises an airbag.

10. In a motor vehicle having an interior and an exterior,
a monitoring system for monitoring at least one object
exterior to said vehicle comprising:

a) transmitter means for transmitting electromagnetic
waves to illuminate the at least one exterior object;

b) reception means for receiving reflected electromag-
netic illumination from the at least one exterior object;

c) processor means coupled to said reception means for
processing said received illumination and creating an
electronic signal characteristic of said exterior object
based thereon;

d) categorization means coupled to said processor means
for categorizing said electronic signal to identify said
exterior object, said categorization means comprising
trained pattern recognition means for processing said
electronic signal based on said received illumination
from said exterior object to provide an identification of
said exterior object based thereon, said pattern recog-
nition means being structured and arranged to apply a
pattern recognition algorithm generated from data of
possible exterior objects and patterns of received elec-
tromagnetic illumination from the possible exterior
objects; and

e) output means coupled to said categorization means for
affecting another system in the vehicle in response to
the identification of said exterior object.

11. The system in accordance with claim 10, further
comprising measurement means for measuring the distance
from the at least one exterior object to said vehicle, said
measurement means comprising radar.

12. The system in accordance with claim 10, further
comprising measurement means for measuring the distance
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from the at least one exterior object to said vehicle, said
measurement means comprising a pulsed laser.

13. The system in accordance with claim 10, wherein said
another system is a warning system which is activated when
the at least one exterior object is within a specified range of
said vehicle and said vehicle driver begins to execute an
action which increases the probability of a collision with the
at least one exterior object.

14. The system in accordance with claim 10, wherein said
another system is a side impact airbag system which is
activated when the at least one exterior object is within a
specified range of said vehicle and said processor means
determines that there is a high probability of a collision with
the at least one exterior object.

15. The system in accordance with claim 10 wherein said
processor means comprises a neural network algorithm.

16. In a motor vehicle having an interior and an exterior,
an automatic headlight dimming system comprising:

a) reception means for receiving electromagnetic radia-
tion from the exterior of the vehicle;

b) processor means coupled to said reception means for
processing the received radiation and creating an elec-
tronic signal characteristic of the received radiation;

c) categorization means coupled to said processor means
for categorizing said electronic signal to identify a
source of the radiation, said categorization means com-
prising trained pattern recognition means for process-
ing said electronic signal based on said received radia-
tion to provide an identification of the source of the
radiation based thereon, said pattern recognition means
being structured and arranged to apply a pattern rec-
ognition algorithm generated from data of possible
sources of radiation including lights of vehicles and
patterns of received radiation from the possible
sources; and

(1) output means coupled to said categorization means for
dimming the headlights in said vehicle in response to
the identification of the source of the radiation.

17. The invention in accordance With claim 16 wherein

said categories further comprise radiation from taillights of
a vehicle-in-front.

18. The invention in accordance With claim 16 wherein

said trained pattern recognition algorithm comprises a neural
network.

19. The system of claim 10, wherein said reception means
comprise a CCD array.

20. The invention in accordance with claim 16, wherein
said reception means comprise a CCD array.

21. In a motor vehicle having an interior passenger
compartment containing at least one occupying item, an
interior monitoring system comprising:

a) illumination means for illuminating a portion of said
vehicle interior passenger compartment with electro-
magnetic radiation in which said at least one occupying
item is likely situated;

b) receiver means for receiving electromagnetic illumi-
nation reflected from said at least one occupying item
in said vehicle interior passenger compartment;

c) processor means coupled to said receiver means for
processing said received illumination and generating an
electronic signal characteristic of the form of said at
least one Occupying item in said passenger compart-
ment based thereon;

d) categorization and identification means coupled to said
processor means for categorizing said electronic signal
to thereby identify said at least one occupying item
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5,845,000

23 24

based on the form of said at least one occupying item, e) affecting the system in the vehicle in response to the
said categorization and identification means compris-- identification of the exterior object.

mg trained pattern recognition means for applying ii 24.Amethod for monitoring an interior of a motor vehicle
pattern recognition algorithm; and

6) output means coupled to said categorization and idenr- 5
tiflcation means for affecting another system in said

having an interior passenger compartment containing at least
one occupying item, comprising the steps of:

vehicle in response to the identification of said at least a) illuminating a portion 0f said vehicle interior passenger
one occupying item based on the form of said at least compartment with electromagnetic radiation in which
one occupylng Item. said at least one occupying item is likely situated;

22.The system of claim 21, wherein said trained pattern 10 b . . 1 t t' .11 . t' fl tedf
recognition means are structured and arranged to process ) receivmg e co romagne 1C 1 umma Ion re ec rom
said electronic signal based on said received illumination said at least one occupying item in said vehicle interior
from said at least one occupying item to provide an identi- passenger compartment on an array;

fication of said at ioaSi one OOCupyiJJg iioni based thereon by c) processing said received illumination and generating an
applying a pattern recognition algorithm generated from 1 t . .’ 1 h t - t' f 'd t 1 t
data of possible occupying items of the vehicle and patterns 15 sec mmc Slgna C Mac ms“: 0 Si" a as one
of received electromagnetic illumination from the possible occupying item m said passenger compartment based
occupying items. thereon;

23. Amethod for affecting a system in a vehicle based on d) processing the electronic signal based on the received
an object exterior of the vehicle, comprising the steps of: illumination from said at least one Occupying item to

a) transmitting electromagnetic waves to illuminate the 20 provide an identification of said at least one occupying
exterior object;

b) receiving reflected electromagnetic illumination from
the object on an array;

c) processing the received illumination and creating an
electronic signal characteristic of the exterior object 25

item, said processing step comprising the steps of

generating a pattern recognition algorithm from data of

possible occupying items and patterns of received
electromagnetic illumination from the possible occu-

based thereon; pying items, storing the algorithm within a pattern
(1) processing the electronic signal based on the received recognition system and applying the pattern recogni-

illumination from the exterior object to identify the tion algorithm using the electronic signal as input to
oXthiOF Objeot, said ProooSSiIlg Stop comprising the obtain the identification of the at least one occupying
steps of generating a pattern recognition algorithm 30
from data of possible exterior objects and patterns of . , . , ,
received electromagnetic illumination from the pos- e) affecting another system in said vehlcle in response to
sible exterior objects, storing the algorithm within a the identification 0f said at 1935‘ one occupying item.
pattern recognition system and applying the pattern 25. The system of claim 1, wherein said receiver means
recognition algorithm using the electronic signal as 35 comprise a CCD array.
input to obtain the identification of the exterior object;
and at at: a: a: as

item; and
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copending application Serial Number 08/247,760 filed 5/23/94 and of copending application
be H «é an4: nex

Serial Number 08/239,978 filed 5/9/9jtt, the last three ofwhich are included herein by reference.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Prior Art on Out ofposition occupants and rearfacing child seats

Whereas thousands of lives have been saved by airbags, a large number of people have

also been injured, some seriously, by the deploying airbag, and thus significant improvements need

to be made in this regard. As discussed in detail in copending patent applications 08/040,978 and

08/239,978 cross-referenced above, for a variety of reasons vehicle occupants may be too close to

the airbag before it deploys and can be seriously injured or killed as a result of the deployment

thereof. Also, a child in a rear facing child seat which is placed on the right front passenger seat is

in danger ofbeing seriously injured if the passenger airbag deploys. For these reasons and, as first

publicly disclosed in Breed, D. S. "How Airbags Work" presented at the International Conference

on Seatbelts and Airbags in 1993, in Canada, occupant position sensing and rear facing child seat

detection is required.
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Initially these systems will solve the out-of-position occupant and the rear facing child seat

problems related to current airbag systems and prevent unneeded airbag deployments when a

front seat is unoccupied. However, airbags are now under development to protect rear seat

occupants in vehicle crashes and all occupants in side impacts. A system will therefore be needed

to detect the presence of occupants, determine if they are out-of-position and to identify the

presence of a rear facing child seat in the rear seat. Future automobiles are expected to have eight

or more airbags as protection is sought for rear seat occupants and from side impacts. In addition

to eliminating the disturbance and possible harm of unnecessary airbag deployments, the cost of

replacing these airbags will be excessive if they all deploy in an accident needlessly.

Inflators now exist which will adjust the amount of gas flowing to the airbag to account

for the size and position of the occupant and for the severity of the accident. The vehicle

identification and monitoring system (VIMS) discussed in patent application Serial No.

08/239,978 will control such inflators based on the presence and position of vehicle occupants or

of a rear facing child seat. The instant invention is an improvement on that VIMS system and

uses an advanced optical system comprising one or more CCD (charge coupled device) arrays and

a source of illumination combined with a trained neural network pattern recognition system.

The need for an occupant out-of-position- sensor has been observed by others and several

methods have been disclosed in US. patents for determining the position of an occupant of a

motor vehicle. Each of these systems, however, have significant limitations. In White et al. (US.

Patent No. 5,071,160), for example, a single acoustic sensor and detector is disclosed and, as

illustrated, is mounted lower than the steering wheel. White et a1. correctly perceive that such a

ATL95F. DOC
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sensor could be defeated, and the airbag falsely deployed, by an occupant adjusting the control

knobs on the radio and thus they suggest the use ofa plurality of such sensors.

Mattes et a1. (U.S. Patent No. 5,118,134) disclose a variety of methods of measuring the

change in position of an occupant including ultrasonic, active or passive infrared and microwave

radar sensors, and an electric eye. Their use of these: sensors is to measure the change in position

of an occupant during a crash and use that information to access the severity of the crash and

thereby decide whether or not to deploy the airbag. They are thus using the occupant motion as a

crash sensor. No mention is made of determining the out-of-position status of the occupant or of

any of the other features of occupant monitoring as disclosed in the above cross-referenced patent

applications. It is interesting to note that nowhere does Mattes et a1. discuss how to use active or

passive infrared to determine the position of the occupant. As pointed out in the above cross-

referenced patent applications, direct occupant position measurement based on passive infrared is

probably not possible and, until very recently, was very difiicult and expensive with active infrared

requiring the modulation of an expensive GaAs infrared laser. Since there is no mention of these

problems, the method of use contemplated by Mattes et al. must be similar to the electric eye

concept where position is measured indirectly as the occupant passes by a plurality of

longitudinally spaced-apart sensors.

The object of an occupant out-of-position sensor is to determine the location of the head

and/or chest of the vehicle occupant relative to the airbag since it is the impact of either the head

or chest with the deploying airbag which can result in seri0us injuries. Both White et al. and

Mattes et a1. disclose only lower mounting locations of their sensors which are mounted in front

of the occupant such as on the dashboard or below the steering wheel. Both such mounting

ATLOSF. DOC
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locations are particularly prone to detection errors due to positioning of the occupant’s hands,

arms and legs. This would require at least three, and preferably more, such sensors and detectors

and an appropriate logic circuitry which ignores readings from some sensors if such readings are

inconsistent with others, for the case, for example, where the driver’s arms are the closest objects

to two of the sensors.

White et al. also disclose the use of error correction circuitry, without defining or

illustrating the circuitry, to differentiate between the velocity of one of the occupant’s hands as in

the case where he/she is adjusting the knob on the radio and the remainder of the occupant.

Three ultrasonic sensors of the type disclosed by White et a1. might, in some cases, accomplish

this differentiation if two of them indicated that the occupant was not moving while the third was

indicating that he or she was, Such a combination, however, would not differentiate between an

occupant with both hands and arms in the path of the ultrasonic transmitter at such a location that

they were blocking a substantial view of the occupant’s head or chest. Since the sizes and driving

positions of occupants are extremely varied, trained pattern recognition systems, such as neural

networks, are required when a clear View of the occupant, unimpeded by his/her extremities,

cannot be guaranteed.

Fujita et al., in US. Patent No. 5,074,583, illustrate another method of determining the

position ofthe occupant but do not use this information to suppress deployment if the occupant is

out-of-position. In fact, the closer that the occupant gets to the airbag the faster the inflation rate

of the airbag is according to the Fujita patent, which thereby increases the possibility of injuring-

the occupant. Fujita et a1. do not measure the occupant directly but instead determine his or her

position indirectly from measurements of the seat position and the vertical size of the occupant
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relative to the seat. This occupant height is determined using an ultrasonic displacement sensor

mounted directly above the occupant’s head.

As discussed above, the optical systems described herein are also applicable for many

other sensing applications both inside and outside of the vehicle compartment such as for sensing

crashes before they occur as described in copending patent application Serial No. 08/239,978

cross-referenced above, for a smart headlight adjustment system and for a blind spot monitor.

2. Definitions

The use of pattern recognition is central to the instant invention as well as those cross—

referenced patent applications above. Nowhere in the prior art is pattern recognition which is

based on training, as exemplified through the use: of neural networks, mentioned for use in

monitoring the interior or exterior environments of the vehicle. “Pattern recognition” as used

herein will mean any system which processes a signal that is generated by an object, or is modified

by interacting with an object, in order to determine which one of a set of classes that the object

belongs to. Such a system might determine only that the object is or is not a member of one

specified class, or it might attempt to assign the object to one of a larger set of specified classes,

or find that it is not a member of any of the classes in the set. The signals processed are generally

electrical signals coming from transducers which are sensitive to either acoustic or

electromagnetic radiation and, if electromagnetic, they can be either visible light, infrared,

ultraviolet or radar. A trainable or a trained pattern recognition system as used herein means a

pattern recognition system which is taught various patterns by subjecting the system to a variety

of examples. The most successful such system is the neural network.
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To “identify” as used herein will mean to determine that the object belongs to a particular

set or class. The class may be one containing, for example, all rear facing child seats, one

containing all human occupants, or all human occupants not sitting in a rear facing child seat

depending on the purpose of the system. In the case where a particular person is to be

recognized, the set or class will contain only a single element, i.e., the person to be recognized.

An “occupying item” of a seat may be a living occupant such as a human being or a dog,

another living organism such as a plant, or an inanimate object such as a box or bag of groceries.

In the description herein on anticipatory sensing, the term “approaching” when used in

connection with the mention of an object or vehicle approaching another will mean the relative

motion of the object toward the vehicle having the anticipatory sensor system. Thus, in a side

impact with a tree, the tree will be considered as approaching the side of the vehicle and impacting

the vehicle. In other words, the coordinate system used in general will be a coordinate system

residing in the target vehicle. The “target” vehicle is the vehicle which is being impacted. This

convention permits a general description to cover all of the cases such as where (i) a moving

vehicle impacts into the side ofa stationary vehicle, (ii) where both vehicles are moving when they

impact, or (iii) where a vehicle is moving sideways into a stationary vehicle, tree or wall.

3. Pattern recognition prior art

Japanese patent 3-42337 (A) to Ueno discloses a device for detecting the driving

condition of a vehicle driver comprising a light emitter for irradiating the face of the driver and a

means for picking up the image of the driver and storing it for later analysis. Means are provided

for locating the eyes of the driver and then the irises of the eyes and then determining if the driver

is looking to the side or sleeping. Ueno determines the state of the eyes of the occupant rather
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than determining the location of the eyes relative to the other parts of the vehicle passenger

compartment. Such a system can be defeated if the driver is wearing glasses, particularly

sunglasses, or another optical device which obstructs a clear view of his/her eyes. Pattern

recognition technologies such as neural networks are not used.

US. Patent No. 5,008,946 to Ando uses a complicated set of rules to isolate the eyes and

mouth of a driver and uses this information to permit the driver to control the radio, for example,

or other systems within the vehicle by moving his eyes and/or mouth. Ando uses natural light and

illuminates only the head of the driver. He also makes no use of trainable pattern recognition

systems such as neural networks, nor is there any attempt to identify the contents of the vehicle

nor of their location relative to the vehicle passenger compartment. Rather, Ando is limited to

control of vehicle devices by responding to motion of the driver’s mouth and eyes.

US. Patent No. 5,298,732 to Chen also concentrates in locating the eyes of the driver so

as to position a light filter between a light source such as the sun or the lights of an oncoming

vehicle, and the driver’s eyes. Chen does not explain in detail how the eyes are'located but does

supply a calibration system whereby the driver can adjust the filter so that it is at the proper

position relative to his or her eyes. Chen references the use of an automatic equipment for

determining the location of the eyes but does not describe how this equipment works. In any

event, there is no mention of monitoring the position of the occupant, other that the eyes, of

determining the position of the eyes relative to the passenger compartment, or of identifying any

other object in the vehicle other than the driver’s eyes. Also, there is no mention of the use of a

trainable pattern recognition system.

ATI-GSFDOC
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US. Patent No. 5,305,012 to Paris also describes a system for reducing the glare from the

headlights of an oncoming vehicle. Faris locates the eyes of the occupant by the use of two

spaced apart infrared cameras using passive infrared radiation from the eyes of the driver. Again,

Paris is only interested in locating the driver’s eyes relative to the sun or oncoming headlights and

does not identify or monitor the occupant or locate the occupant relative to the passenger

compartment or the airbag. Also, Faris does not use trainable pattern recognition techniques such

as neural networks. Faris, in fact, does not even say how the eyes of the occupant are located but

refers the reader to a book entitled Robot Vision (1991) by Berthold Horn, published by MIT

Press, Cambridge, Mass. Also, Faris uses the passive infrared radiation rather than illuminating

the occupant with active infrared radiation or in general electromagnetic radiation as in the instant

invention.

The use of neural networks as the pattern recognition technology is central to this

invention since it makes the monitoring system robust, reliable and practical. The resulting

algorithm created by the neural network program is usually only a few lines of code written in the

C computer language as opposed to typically hundreds of lines when the techniques of the above

patents to Ando, Chen and Faris are implemented. As a result, the resulting systems are easy to

implement at a low cost making them practical for automotive applications. The cost of the CCD

arrays, for example, have been prohibitively expensive until very recently rendering their use for

VIMS impractical. Similarly, the implementation of the techniques of the above referenced

patents requires expensive microprocessors while the implementation with neural networks and

similar trainable pattern recognition technologies permits the use of low cost microprocessors

typically costing less than $5.
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The present invention uses sophisticated trainable pattern recognition capabilities such as

neural networks. Usually the data is preprocessed, as discussed below, using various feature

extraction. An example of such a pattern recognition system using neural networks on sonar

signals is discussed in two papers by Gorman, R. P. and Sejnowski, T. J. “Analysis of Hidden

Units in a Layered Network Trained to Classify Sonar Targets”, Neural Networks, Vol. 1. pp. 75-

89, 1988, and “Learned Classification of Sonar Targets Using a Massively Parallel Network”,

IEEE Transactions on Acoustics, Speech, and Signal Processing, Vol. 36, No. 7, July 1988.

Examples of feature extraction techniques can be found in US. Patent No. 4,906,940 entitled

“Process and Apparatus for the Automatic Detection and Extraction of Features in Images and

Displays” to Green et a1. Examples of other more advanced and efficient pattern recognition

techniques can be found in US. Patent No. 5,390,136 entitled “Artificial Neuron and Method of

Using Same and US. patent application Serial Number 08/076,601 entitled “Neural Network and

Method of Using Same” to Wang, S. T.. Other examples include US. Patent Nos. 5,235,339

(Morrison et ali), 5,214,744 (Schweizer et a1), 5,181,254 (Schweizer et a1), and 4,881,270

(Knecht et a1). All of the above references are included herein by reference.

4. Optics

Optics can be used in several configurations for monitoring the interior of a passenger

compartment of an automobile. In one known method, a laser optical system uses a GaAs

infrared laser beam to momentarily illuminate an object, occupant or child seat, in the manner as

described and illustrated in FIG. 8 of the copending patent application Serial No. 08/040,978

cross-referenced above. The receiver can be a charge coupled device or CCD, (a type of TV

camera) to receive the reflected light. The laser can either be used in a seaming mode, or,
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through the use of a lens, a cone of light can be created which covers a large portion of the object.

In these configurations, the light can be accurately controlled to only illuminate particular

positions of interest within the vehicle. In the scanning mode, the receiver need only comprise a

single or a few active elements while in the case of the cone of light, an array of active elements is

needed. The laser system has one additional significant advantage in that the distance to the

illuminated object can be determined as disclosed in the 08/040,978 patent application.

In a simpler case, light generated by a non-coherent light emitting diode device is used to

illuminate the desired area. In this case, the area covered is not as accurately controlled and a

larger CCD array is required. Recently, however, the cost of CCD arrays has dropped

substantially with the result that this configuration is now the most cost effective system for

monitoring the passenger compartment as long as the distance from the transmitter to the objects

is not needed. If this distance is required, then either the laser system, a stereographic system, a

focusing system, or a combined ultrasonic and optic system is required. A mechanical focusing

system, such as used on some camera systems can determine the initial position of an occupant

but is too slow to monitor his/her position during a crash. A distance measuring system based of

focusing is described in US. Patent No. 5,193,124 (Subbarao) which can either be used with a

mechanical focusing system or with two cameras, the latter of which would be fast enough.

Although the Subbarao patent provides a good discussion of the camera focusing art and is

therefore included herein by reference, it is a more complicated system than is needed for the

practicing the instant invention. In fact, a neural network can also be trained to perform the'

distance determination based on the two images taken with different camera settings or from two

adjacent CCD’s and lens having different properties as the cameras disclosed in Subbarao making

10
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this technique practical for the purposes of this instant invention. Distance can also be determined

by the system disclosed in US. Patent No. 5,003,166 (Girod) by the spreading or defocusing of a

pattern of structured light projected onto the object of interest.

In each of these cases, regardless of the distance measurement system used, a trained

pattern recognition system, as defined above, is used in the instant invention to identify and

classify, and in some cases to locate, the illuminated object and its constituent parts.

5. Optics and acoustics

The laser systems described above are expensive due to the requirement that they be

modulated at a high frequency if the distance from the airbag to the occupant, for example, needs

to be measured. Both laser and non-laser optical systems in general are good at determining the

location of objects within the two dimensional plane of the image and the modulated laser system

in the scanning mode can determine the distance of each part of the image from the receiver. It is

also possible to determine distance with the non-laser system by focusing as discussed above, or

stereographically if two spaced apart receivers are used and, in some cases the mere location in

the field ofview can be used to estimate the position relative to the airbag, for example. Finally, a

recently developed pulsed quantum well diode laser does provide inexpensive distance

measurements as discussed below.

Acoustic systems are also quite effective at distance measurements since the relatively low

speed of sound permits simple electronic circuits to be designed and minimal microprocessor

capability is required. If a coordinate system is used where the z axis is from the transducer to the

occupant, acoustics are good at measuring 2 dimensions while simple optical systems using a
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single CCD are good at measuring x and y dimensions. The combination of acoustics and optics,

therefore, permits all three measurements to be made with low cost components.

One example ofa system using these ideas is an optical system which floods the passenger

seat with infrared light coupled with a lens and CCD array which receives and displays the

reflected light and an analog to digital converter (ADC) which digitizes the output of the CCD

and feeds it to an Artificial Neural Network (ANN) or other pattern recognition system , for

analysis} This system uses an ultrasonic transmitter and receiver for measuring the distances to

the objects located in the passenger seat. The receiving transducer feeds its data into an ADC and

from there into the ANN. The same ANN can be used for both systems thereby providing full

three dimensional data for the ANN to analyze. This system, using low cost components, will

permit accurate identification and distance measurements not possible by either system acting

alone. If a phased array system is added to the acoustic part of the system as disclosed in

copending patent application (ATI-IOZ), the optical part can determine the location of the driver's

ears, for example, and the phased array can direct a narrow beam to the location and detemiine

the distance to the occupant's ears.

6. Applications

The applications for this technology are numerous as described in the copending patent

applications listed above. They include: (i) the monitoring of the occupant for safety purposes to

prevent airbag deployment induced injuries, (ii) the locating of the eyes of the occupant to pemiit

automatic adjustment of the rear view mirror(s), (iii) the location of the seat to place the eyes at

the proper position to eliminate the parallax in a heads-up display in night vision systems, (iv) the

location of the ears of the occupant for optimum adjustment of the entertainment system, (v) the
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identification of the occupant for security reasons, (vi) the determination of obstructions in the

path of a closing door or window, (vii) the determination of the position of the occupant’s

shoulder so that the seat belt anchorage point can be adjusted for the best protection of the

occupant, (viii) the determination of the position of the rear of the occupants head so that the

headrest can be adjusted to minimize whiplash injuries in rear impacts, (ix) anticipatory crash

sensing, (x) blind spot detection, (xi) smart headlight dimers, and many others. In fact, over

forty products alone have been identified based on the ability to identify and monitor objects and

parts thereof in the passenger compartment of an automobile or truck.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention is a system to identify, locate and monitor occupants, including their parts,

and other objects in the passenger compartment and objects outside of a motor vehicle, such as an

automobile or truck, by illuminating the contents of‘ the vehicle and objects outside of the vehicle

with electromagnetic, and specifically infrared, radiation and using one or more lenses to focus

images of the contents onto one or more arrays of charge coupled devices (CCD arrays). Outputs

fiom the CCD arrays, are analyzed by appropriate computational means employing trained pattern

recognition technologies, to classify, identify or locate the contents or external objects. In

general, the information obtained by the identification and monitoring system is used to affect the

operation of some other system in the vehicle.

When the vehicle interior monitoring system of this invention is installed in the passenger

compartment of an automotive vehicle equipped with a passenger protective device, such as an

inflatable airbag, and the vehicle is subjected to a crash of sufficient severity that the crash sensor

ATl-OSF. DOC

44



45

has determined that the protective device is to be deployed, the system in accordance with the

invention determines the position of the vehicle occupant relative to the airbag and disables

deployment of the airbag if the occupant is positioned so that he/she is likely to be injured by the

deployment of the airbag.

In some implementations of the invention, one or more ultrasonic transmitters and

receivers are added to the system to provide a measurement of the distance from the

transmitter/receiver to the objects of interest. In some of these implementations, a phased array

system is used to permit the ultrasonic waves from the ultrasonic transmitters to be narrowly

focused onto a particular location of an object. In other implementations, the source of infrared

light is a modulated laser which permits an accurate measurement of the distance to the point of

reflection. In still other cases, a focusing system is used to determine the distance to the object.

Finally, in yet other cases a GaAs pulsed quantum well laser system is used to measure distance

directly to a point of interest.

Principle objects and advantages of the optical sensing system in accordance with the

invention are:

1. To recognize the presence of a human on a particular seat of a motor vehicle and to

use this information to afi‘ect the operation of another vehicle system such as the airbag, heating

and air conditioning, or entertainment systems, among others.

2. To recognize the presence of a human on a particular seat of a motor vehicle and then

to determine his/her position and to use this position information to afi‘ect the operation of

another vehicle system.
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3. To determine the position, velocity or size of an occupant in a motor vehicle and to

utilize this information to control the rate ofgas generation, or the amount of gas generated by an

airbag inflator system.

4. To determine the presence or position of rear‘seated occupants in the vehicle and to

use this information to affect the operation of a rear seat protection airbag for frontal impacts.

5. To recognize the presence of a rear facing child seat on a particular seat of a motor

vehicle and to use this information to affect the operation of another vehicle system such as the

airbag system.

6. To determine the approximate location of the eyes of a driver and to use that

information to control the position of the rear view mirrors of the vehicle.

7. To monitor the position of the head of the vehicle driver and detemiine whether the

driver is falling asleep or otherwise impaired and likely to lose control of the vehicle and to use

that information to afi'ect another vehicle system.

8. To provide an occupant position sensor which reliably permits, and in a timely

manner, a determination to be made that the occupant is out of position, or will become out of

position, and likely to be injured by a deploying airbag and to then output a signal to suppress the

deployment of the airbag.

9. To provide an anticipatory sensor which permits accurate identification of the

about-to—impact object in the presence of snow and / or fog whereby the sensor is located within

the vehicle.

10. To provide a smart headlight dimmer system which senses the headlights from an

oncoming vehicle or the tail lights of a vehicle in front of the subject vehicle and identifies these

15
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lights differentiating them from reflections from signs or the road surface and then sends a signal

to dim the headlights.

11. To provide a blind spot detector which detects and categorizes an object in the

driver’s blind spot and warns the driver in the event the driver begins to change lanes, for

example, or continuously informs the driver of the state of occupancy of the blind spot.

These and other objects and advantages will become apparent from the following

description of the preferred embodiments of the vehicle identification and monitoring system of

this invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. lfl'is a side planar view, with certain portions removed or cut away, of a portion of
the passenger compartment of a vehicle showing several preferred mounting locations of interior

vehicle monitoring sensors shown particularly for sensing the vehicle driver illustrating the wave

pattern from an ultrasonic mirror mounted position sensor.

FIG. Lg is a view as in FIG. 1A illustrating the wave pattern from an optical system using

an infrared light source and a CCD array receiver using the windshield as a reflection surface and

showing schematically the interface between the vehicle interior monitoring system of this

invention and an instrument panel mounted inattentiveness wanting light or buzzer and reset

button.

FIG. 11C is a view as in FIG. 1A illustrating the wave pattern from a set of ultrasonic

transmitters/receivers where the spacing of the transducers and the phase of the signals permits an

16
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accurate focusing of the ultrasonic beam and thus the accurate measurement of a particular point

on the surface of th driver.

FIG. Iggview as in FIG. 1A illustrating the wave pattern from an optical system using
an infrared light source and a CCD array receiver where the CCD array receiver is covered by a

fisheye lens permitting a wide angle view of the contents of the passenger compartment.

FIGIELIis a view as in FIG. 1A illustrating the wave pattern from a pair of small CCD
array receivers and one infrared transmitter where the spacing of the CCD arrays permits an

accurate measur nient of the distance to features on the occupant.

FIG. is a side view, with certain portions removed or cut away, of a portion of the

passenger compartment of a vehicle showing preferred mounting locatiOns of optical interior

vehicle monitoring sensors.1
5?

FIG. 3'13 a Circuit schematic illustrating the use of the vehicle interior momtonng sensor

used as an occupant position sensor in conjunction with the remainder of the inflatable restraint

system. r”:
.n?‘

FIG. iis a schematic illustrating the circuit of an occupant position sensing device using a

modulated infrafed signal, beat frequency and phase detector system.

FIG. ggis a side planer view with parts cutaway and removed of a vehicle showing the

passenger compartment containing a driver and a preferred mounting location for an occupant

position sensor for use in side impacts and also of a rear of occupant’s head locator for use with a

headrest adjustment system to reduce whiplash injuries in rear impact crashes.

FIG. 6 is a side plan view of the interior of an automobile, with portions cut away and

removed, with two occupant height measuring sensors, one mounted into the headliner above the
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occupant’s head and the other mounted onto the A-pillar and also showing a seatbelt associated

with the seat where the seatbelt has an adjustable upper anchorage point which is automatically

adjusted corresponding to the height of the occupant.
“f

FIG. 7 ' a perspective view of a vehicle about to impact the side of another vehicle

showing the location of the various parts of the anticipatory sensor system ofthis invention.
PIC: . 7A: 16 gevieu.) D?— We, fielzietcn CLegHgnccV$ ”A 'H'i FIEL- "l -
FIG. 8 ifa side planar view, with certain portions removed or cut away, of a portion of

the passenger compartment illustrating a sensor for sensing the headlights of an oncoming vehicle

and/or the taillights of a leading vehicle used in conjunction with an automatic headlight dimming

system.

DESCRH’TION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to the drawings, a section of the passenger compartment of an automobile

is shown generally as 100 in FIGS. 1A through 1B. A driver 101 of a vehicle sits on a seat 102

behind a steering wheel 103 which contains an airbag assembly 104. Five transmitter and/or

receiver assemblies 110, 111, 112, 113 and 114 are positioned at various places in the passenger

compartment to determine the location of the head, chest and torso ofthe driver relative to the

airbag and to otherwise monitor the interior of the passenger compartment. Control circuitry 120

is connected to the transmitter/receivers 110-114 and controls the transmission from the

transmitters and captures the return signals from the receivers. Control circuitry 120 usually

contains analog to digital converters (ADCs), a microprocessor containing sufiicient memory and

appropriate software including pattern recognition algorithms, and other appropriate drivers,

signal conditioners, signal generators, etc.. Usually, in any given implementation, only one or two
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of the transmitters and receivers would be used depending on their mounting locations as

described below.

FIG. 1A illustrates a typical wave pattern of ultrasonic waves from transmitter/receiver

114. In this embodiment, the transmitter/receiver 114 comprises an ultrasonic transducer which

will generally be used in conjunction with an optical transmitter and CCD array such as shown at

110, 112 and 113. The optical systems, i.e.., the optical transmitter and CCD array, map the

location of the occupant(s), objects and features thereof, in a two dimensional image by the CCD

array and ultrasonic transmitter/receiver 114 determines the distance from the sensor to the

occupant. When used for monitoring the passenger seat, the optical system 110 determines that

the seat is occupied and identifies the occupying item and then the ultrasonic system such as 114

determines the location of the occupant relative to the airbag. The optical system identifies what

it is that the ultrasonic system is measuring and determines which echo is from the occupant’s

head or chest as opposed to some other object. The transmitter/receiver 114 may be mounted to

a rear view mirror 105.

In the case of FIG. 1A, transmitter/receiver 114 emits ultrasonic acoustical waves which

bounce off the head and chest of the driver and return thereto. Periodically, the device, as

commanded by control circuit 120, transmits a burst of ultrasonic waves at about 50 kilohertz, for

example, and the reflected signal is detected by the same or a different device. An associated

electronic circuit or algorithm in control circuit 120 measures the time between the transmission

and the reception of the ultrasonic waves and thereby determines the distance from the

transmitter/receiver to the driver, passenger or other occupying item based on the velocity of

sound. This information is then sent to the crash sensor and diagnostic circuitry, which may also
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be resident in 120, which determines if the occupant is close enough to the airbag that a

deployment might, by itself, cause injury which exceeds that which might be caused by the

accident itself. In such a case, the circuit disables. the airbag system and thereby prevents its

deployment. In an alternate case, the sensor algorithm assesses the probability that a crash

requiring an airbag is in process and waits until that probability exceeds an amount that is

dependent on the position of the occupant. Thus, for example, the sensor might decide to deploy

the airbag based on a need probability assessment of 50%, if the decision must be made

immediately for an occupant approaching the airbag, but might wait until the probability rises to

95% for a more distant occupant. Although a driver system has been illustrated, the front and

rear seat passenger systems would be similar.

In another implementation, the sensor algorithm may determine the rate that gas is

generated to affect the rate that the airbag is inflated. In all of these cases, the position of the

occupant is used to affect the deployment of the airbag either as to whether or not it should be

deployed at all, the time of deployment or the rate of inflation.

An optical infrared transmitter and receiver assembly is shown generally at 112 in FIG. 1B

and is mounted onto the instrument panel facing the windshield. Device 112, shown enlarged,

comprises a source of infrared radiation, or another form of electromagnetic radiation, and a

charge coupled device array (CCD array) of typically 160 pixels by 160 pixels. In this

embodiment, the windshield is used to reflect the illumination light provided by the infrared

radiation and also the light reflected back by the objects in the passenger compartment, in a

manner similar to the “heads-up” display which is now being offered on several automobile

models. The “heads-up” display, of course, is currently used only to display information to the
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driver and is not used to reflect light from the driver to a receiver. Once again, unless one of the

distance measuring systems as described below is used, this system alone cannot be used to

determine distances fiom the objects to the sensor. Its main purpose is object identification and

monitoring.

Device 112 is actually about two cm. in diameter andl is shown greatly enlarged in FIG.

1B. Also, the reflection area on the windshield is considerably smaller than illustrated and special

provisions are made to assure that this area of the windshield is flat and reflective as is done

generally when heads-up displays are used.

The system illustrated in FIG. 1B uses a single CCD array and thus, since this device is

small, it cannot in general be used to achieve a stereographic image and thus some other method

is necessary to determine the distance to the object. If two spaced apart CCD arrays are used,

however, then the distance to the various objects within the passenger compartment can be found

by using a simple algorithm which locates similar features on both images and detemrines their

relative location on the images. An alternate method is to use a lens with a short focal length. In

this case, the lens is mechanically focused to detemrine the clearest image and thereby obtain the

distance to the object. This is similar to certain camera auto-focusing systems such as one

manufactured by Fuji of Japan. Naturally, other methods can be used as described in the patents

referenced above.

Once a vehicle interior monitoring system employing a sophisticated pattern recognition

system, such as a neural network is in place, it is possible to monitor the motions of the driver

over time, and his/her response to various stimuli, and determine if he is falling asleep or has

otherwise become incapacitated. In such an event, the vehicle can be caused to respond in a
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number ofdifferent ways. One such system is illustrated in FIG. 1B and consists of a monitoring

system having transducer device 112 plus a microprocessor in control circuit 120 programmed to

compare the motions of the driver over time and trained to recognize changes in behavior

representative of becoming incapacitated. If the system determines that there is a reasonable

probability that the driver has fallen asleep, for example, then it can turn on a warning light shown

here as 124 or send a warning sound. Ifthe driver fails to respond to the warning by pushing a

button 122, for example, then the horn and lights can be operated in a manner to warn other

vehicles and the vehicle brought to a stop. Naturally other responses can also be programmed and

other tests of driver attentiveness can be used without resorting to attempting to monitor the

motions of the driver’s eyes.

An even more sophisticated system of monitoring the behavior of the driver is to track the

driver’s eye motions using such techniques as are described in: Freidman et al., US. Patent No.

4,648,052 entitled “Eye Tracker Communication System”; Heyner et al., US. Patent No.

4,720,189 entitled “Eye Position Sensor”; Hutchinson, US. Patent No. 4,836,670 entitled “Eye

Movement Detector”; and Hutchinson, US. Patent No. 4,950,069 entitled “Eye Movement

Detector With Improved Calibration and Speed”, all of which are included herein by reference as

well as US. Patent Nos. 5,008,946 and 5,305,012 referenced above. The detection of the

impaired driver in particular can be best determined by these techniques. These systems make use

of sophisticated pattern recognition techniques plus, in many cases, the transmitter and CCD

receivers must be appropriately located so that the reflection off of the cornea of the driver’s eyes ‘

can be detected as discussed in the above referenced patents. The size of the CCD arrays used

herein permits their location, sometimes in conjunction with a reflective windshield, where this
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comeal reflection can be detected with some difficulty. Naturally sunglasses can interfere with

this process.

The eye tracker systems discussed above are facilitated by the instant invention since one

of the main purposes of determining the location of the driver’s eyes either by directly locating

them with trained pattern recognition technology or by inferring their location from the location

of the driver’s head, is so that the seat can be automatically positioned to place the driver’s eyes

into the “eye-ellipse”. The eye-ellipse is the proper location for the driver’s eyes to permit

optimal operation of the vehicle and for the location of the mirrors etc. Thus, if we know where

the driver’s eyes are, then the driver can be positioned so that his or her eyes are precisely situated

in the eye ellipse and the reflection ofl‘ of the eye can be monitored with a small eye tracker

system. Also, by ascertaining the location of the driver’s eyes, a rear View mirror positioning

device can be controlled to adjust the same to an optimal position.

A more accurate acoustic system for determining the distance to a particular object, or a

part thereof, in the passenger compartment is exemplified by transducers 111 in FIG. 1C. In this

case, three ultrasonic transmitter/receivers are shown spaced apart mounted onto the A—pillar of

the vehicle. The A-pillar is the forward most roof support pillar and also supports the windshield.

Due to the wavelength, it is difficult to get a narrow beam using ultrasonics without either using

high frequencies which have limited range or a large transducer. A commonly available 40 kHz

transducer, for example, is about 1 cm. in diameter and emits a sonic wave which spreads at about

a sixty degree angle. To reduce this angle requires making the transducer larger in diameter. An

alternate solution is to use several transducers and to phase the transmissions so that they arrive at

the intended part of the target in phase. Reflections from the selected part of the target are then
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reinforced whereas reflections from adjacent parts encounter interference with the result that the

distance to the brightest portion within the vicinity of interest can be determined. By varying the

phase of transmission from the three transducers 111, the location of a reflection source on a

curved line can be determined. In order to locate the reflection source in space, at least one

additional transmitter/receiver is required which is not co-linear with the others. The accuracy of

the measurement can be determined by those skilled in the art of phased array radar as the

relevant equations are applicable here. The waves shown in FIG. 1C coming from the three

transducers 111 are actually only the portions of the waves which arrive at the desired point in

space together in phase. The effective direction of these wave streams can be varied by changing

the transmission phase between the three transmitters. A determination of the approximate

location of a point of interest on the occupant is accomplished by the CCD array and appropriate

analysis and the phasing of the ultrasonic transmitters is determined so that the distance to the

desired point can be determined.

FIG. 1D illustrates two optical systems each having a source of infrared radiation and a

CCD array receiver. The price of CCD arrays has dropped dramatically in the last year making

them practical for interior monitoring. Transducers 110 and ,113 are CCD arrays having 160 by

160 pixels which is covered by an approximate spherical lens. This creates a “fisheye” effect

whereby light from a wide variety of directions can be captured. One such sensor placed by the

dome light or other central position in the vehicle roof such as 113, can monitor the entire vehicle

interior with sufficient resolution to determine the occupancy of the vehicle, for example. CCD’s

such as those used herein are available from Marshall Electronics Inc. of Culver City, CA. A

fisheye lens is “.... a wide-angle photographic lens that covers an angle of about 180°, producing a
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circular image with exaggerated foreshortening in the center and increasing distortion toward the

periphery”. (The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition .1992

by Houghton Mlfi'lin Company). This distortion of a fisheye lens can be substantially changed by

modifying the shape of the lens to permit particular portions of the interior passenger

compartment to be observed. Also, in many cases the full 180° is not desirable and a lens which

captures a smaller angle may be used. Although primarily spherical lenses are illustrated herein, it

is understood that the particular lens design will depend on the location in the vehicle and the

purpose of the particular receiver.

CCD arrays are in common use in television cameras, for example, to convert an image

into an electrical signal. For the purposes herein, a CCD will be defined to include all devices

which are capable of converting light frequencies, including infrared and ultraviolet, into electrical

signals. The particular CCD array used for many of the applications disclosed herein is

implemented on a single chip which is less than two cm. in diameter. Data from the CCD array is

digitized and sent serially to an electronic circuit 120 containing a microprocessor for analysis of

the digitized data. In order to minimize the amount of data which needs to be stored, initial

processing of the image data takes place as it is being received from the CCD array.

One method of determining distance to an object directly without resorting to range

finders is to used a mechanical focusing system. However, the use of sugh an apparatus is

cumbersome, expensive, slow and has questionable reliability. An alternative is to use the

focusing systems described in the above referenced US. Patent Nos. 5,193,124 and 5,003,166

however such systems require expensive hardware and/or elaborate algorithms. Another

alternative is illustrated in FIG. 1B where transducer 116 is an infrared source having a wide
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transmission angle such that the entire contents of the front driver’s seat is illuminated. Receiving

CCD transducers 117 and 118 are shown spaced apart so that a stereographic analysis can be

made by the control circuitry 120. This circuitry 120 contains a microprocessor with appropriate

pattern recognition algorithms along with other circuitry as described above. In this case, the

desired feature to be located is first selected from one of the two returned images from either

CCD transducer 117 or 118. The sofiware then determines the location of the same feature on

the other image and thereby, through analysis familiar to those skilled in the art, determines the

distance ofthe feature from the transducers.

Transducers 116-118 are illustrated mounted onto the A-pillar of the vehicle, however,

since these transducers are quite small, typically approximately 2 cm. or less in diameter, they

could alternately be mounted onto the windshield itself, or other convenient location which

provides a clear view ofthe portion ofthe passenger compartment being monitored.

A new class of laser range finders has particular application here. This product, as

manufactured by Power Spectra, Inc. of Sunnyvale, California, is a GaAs pulsed laser device

which can measure up to 30 meters with an accuracy of < 2 cm. and a resolution of < 1 cm. This

system is implemented in combination with transducer 116 and one of the receiving transducers

117 or 118 may thereby be eliminated. Once a particular feature of an occupying item of the

passenger compartment has been located, this device is used in conjunction with an appropriate

aiming mechanism to direct the laser beam to that particular feature. The distance to that feature

is then known to within 2 cm, and with calibration even more accurately. Note that in addition to

measurements within the passenger compartment, this device has particular .applicability in

anticipatory sensing and blind spot monitoring applications exterior to the vehicle.
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In FIG. 2 a side view, with certain portions removed or cut away, of a portion of the

passenger compartment of a vehicle showing preferred mounting locations of optical interior

vehicle monitoring sensors 110, 113, 210-214. Each of these devices is illustrated as having a

fisheye lens and is shown enlarged in size for clarity. In a typical actual device, the diameter of

the lens is approximately 2 cm. and it protrudes from the mounting surface by approximately 1

cm. This small size renders these devices almost unnoticeable by vehicle occupants. Note that

since these devices are optical it is important that the lens surface remains relatively clean.

Control circuitry 120 contains a self-diagnostic feature where the image returned by one of the

transducers is compared with a stored image and the existence of certain key features is verified.

If a receiver fails this test, a wanting is displayed to the driver which indicates that cleaning of the

lens surface is required. The technology illustrated in FIG. 2 can be used for numerous purposes

including: (i) the determination of the presence of a rear facing child seat 230, (ii) the monitoring

ofthe rear of an occupant’s head 242, (iii) the monitoring of the position ofoccupant 240, (iv) the

monitoring of the position of the occupants knees 241, (v) the measurement of the occupant’s

height using transducer 113, as well as other monitoring functions as described elsewhere in this

specification.

The occupant position sensor in any of its various forms is integrated into the airbag

system circuitry as shown schematically in FIG. 3. In this example, the occupant position sensors

are used as an input to a smart electronic sensor and diagnostic system. The electronic sensor

determines whether the airbag should be deployed based on the vehicle acceleration crash pulse,

or crush zone mounted crash sensors, and the occupant position sensor determines whether the

occupant is too close to the airbag and therefore that the deployment should not take place. In
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FIG. 3 the electronic crash sensor located within the sensor and diagnostic unit determines

whether the crash is of such severity as to require deployment of the airbag. The occupant

position sensors determine the location of the vehicle occupants relative to the airbags and

provide this information to the sensor and diagnostic unit which then determines whether it is safe

to deploy the airbag. The arming sensor also detemrines whether there is a vehicle crash

occurring. Ifthe sensor and diagnostic unit and the arming sensor both determine that the vehicle

is undergoing a crash requiring an airbag and the position sensors determine that the occupants

are safely away from the airbags, the airbag, or inflatable restraint system, is deployed.

A particular implementation of an occupant position sensor having a range of from 0 to 2

meters (corresponding to an occupant position of item 0 to 1 meter since the signal must travel

both to and from the occupant) using infrared is illustrated in the block diagram schematic of FIG.

4. The operation is as follows. A 48 MHz signal, fl, is generated by a crystal oscillator 401 and

fed into a frequency tripler 402 which produces an output signal at 144 MHz. The 144 MHz

signal is then fed into an infrared diode driver 403 which drives the infrared diode 404 causing it

to emit infrared light modulated at 144 MHz and a reference phase angle of zero degrees. The

infrared diode 404 is directed at the vehicle occupant. A second signal 12 having a frequency of

48.05 MHz, which is slightly greater than fl, is similarly fed into a frequency triplet 406 to create

a frequency of 144.15 MHz. This signal is then fed into a mixer 407 which combines it with the

144 MHz signal from frequency tripler 402. The combined signal from the mixer 407 is then fed

to filter 408 which removes all signals except for the difference, or beat frequency, between 3‘

times fl and 3 times f2, of 150 kHz. The infrared signal which is reflected from the occupant is

received by receiver 409 and fed into pre-amplifier 411, a resistor 410 to bias being coupled to the
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connection between the receiver 409 and the pre-amplifier 411. This signal has the same

modulation frequency, 144 MHz, as the transmitted signal but now is out of phase with the

transmitted signal by an angle x due to the path that the signal took from the transmitter to the

occupant and back to the receiver. The output from pre—amplifier 411 is fed to a second mixer

412 along with the 144.15 MHz signal from the frequency tripler 406. The output from mixer

412 is then amplified by an automatic gain amplifier 413 and fed into filter 414. The filter 414

eliminates all frequencies except for the 150 kHz difference, or beat, frequency, in a similar

manner as was done by filter 408. The resulting 150 kHz frequency, however, now has a phase

angle x relative to the signal from filter 408. Both 150 kHz signals are now fed into a phase

detector 415 which detemiines the magnitude of the phase angle x. It can be shown

mathematically that, with the above values, the distance from the transmitting diode to the

occupant is x/345.6 where x is measured in degrees and the distance in meters.

The applications described herein have been illustrated using the driver of the vehicle.

Naturally the same systems of determining the position of the occupant relative to the airbag apply

to front and rear seated passengers, sometimes requiring minor modifications. It is likely that the

sensor required triggering time based on the position of the occupant will be different for the

driver than for the passenger. Current systems are based primarily on the driver with the result

that the probability of injury to the passenger is necessarily increased either by deploying the

airbag too late or by failing to deploy the airbag when the position of the driver would not warrant

it but the passenger’s position would. With the use of occupant position sensors for both the

passenger and driver, the airbag system can be individually optimized for each occupant and result
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in further significant injury reduction. In particular, either the driver or passenger system can be

disabled if either the driver or passenger is out of position.

There is almost always a driver present in vehicles that are involved in accidents where an

airbag is needed. Only about 30% of these vehicles, however, have a passenger. Ifthe passenger

is not present, there is usually no need to deploy the passenger side airbag. The occupant

monitoring system, when used for the passenger side with proper pattern recognition circuitry,

can also ascertain whether or not the seat is occupied, and if not, can disable the deployment of

the passenger side airbag and thereby save the cost of its replacement. The same strategy applies

also for monitoring the rear seat of the vehicle. Also, a trainable pattern recognition system, as

used herein, can distinguish between an occupant and a bag of groceries, for example. Finally,

there has been much written about the out of position child who is standing or otherwise

positioned adjacent to the airbag, perhaps due to pre-crash braking. Naturally, the occupant

position sensor described herein can prevent the deployment of the airbag in this situation as well

as in the situation ofa rear facing child seat as described above.

The use of trainable pattern recognition technologies such as neural networks is an

important part of the instant invention. These technologies are implemented using sophisticated

computer programs to analyze the patterns of examples to detemiine the differences between

different categories of objects. These computer programs are trained using a set of representative

data collected during the training phase, called the training set. After training, the computer

programs output a computer algorithm containing the rules permitting classificatidn of the objects

of interest based on the data obtained afier installation in the vehicle. These rules, in the form of

an algorithm, are implemented in the system which is mounted onto the vehicle. The
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determination of these rules is central to the pattern recognition techniques used in this invention.

Artificial neural networks are thus far the most successfiil of the rule determination approaches

however research is underway to develop newer systems with many of the advantages of neural

networks, such as learning by training, without the disadvantages, such as the inability to

understand the network and the possibility ofnot converging to the best solution.

In some implementations ofthis invention, such as the determination that there is an object

in the path of a closing window as described below, the rules are sufliciently obvious that a

trained researcher can look at the returned optical or acoustic signals and devise an algorithm to

make the required determinations. In others, such as the determination of the presence of a rear

facing child seat or of an occupant, artificial neural networks are used to determine the rules. One

such set of neural network software for determining the pattern recognition rules, is available

from the NeuralWare Corporation of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Another network pattern

recognition technology is disclosed in the above referenced Motorola patents. Numerous articles,

including more that 500 US. patents, describe neural networks in great detail and thus the theory

and application of this technology is well known and will not be repeated here. Except in a few

isolated situations where neural networks have been used to solve particular problems, they have

not heretofore been applied to automobiles and trucks.

The system used in the instant invention, therefore, for the determination of the presence

of a rear facing child seat, of an occupant, or of an empty seat is the artificial neural network. In

this case, the network operates on the returned signals from the CCD array as sensed by

transducers 521 and 522 in FIG. 5, for example. For the case of the front passenger seat, for

example, through a training session, the system is taught to differentiate between the three cases.
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This is done by conducting a large number of experiments where available child seats are placed in

numerous positions and orientations on the front passenger seat of the vehicle. Similarly, a

sufficiently large number of experiments are run with human occupants and with boxes, bags of

groceries and other objects. As many as 1000 such experiments are run before the neural network

is sufficiently trained so that it can difierentiate among the three cases and output the correct

decision with a very high probability.

Once the network is determined, it is possible to examine the result using tools supplied by

NeuralWare, for example, to determine the rules which were finally arrived at by the trial and

error techniques. In that case, the rules can then be programmed into a microprocessor.

Altemately, a neural computer can be used to implement the net directly. In either case, the

implementation can be carried out by those skilled in the art of pattern recognition using neural

networks. If a microprocessor is used, a memory device is also required to store the data from

the analog to digital converters which digitize the data from the receiving transducers. On the

other hand, if a neural network computer is used, the analog signal can be fed directly from the

transducers to the neural network input nodes and an intermediate memory is not required.

Memory of some type is needed to store the computer programs in the case of the microprocessor

system and if the neural computer is used for more than one task, a memory is needed to store the

network specific values associated with each task.

There are several methods measuring the height of the driver for use in automatically

adjusting the seat or for adjusting the seatbelt anchorage point. Some alternatives are shown in

FIG. 5 which is a side plan view where two height measuring sensors, one 521 mounted into the

headliner above the occupant’s head and the other 520 mounted onto the A-pillar are shown.
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These transducers may already be present because of other implementations of the vehicle interior

identification and monitoring system described herein.

In the above cross-referenced patent applications, ultrasonics was the main technology for

determining occupant height. This generally required at least two transducers since by using

transducer 521 alone, for example, the exact position of the head is ambiguous since the

transducer measures the distance to the head regardless of what direction the head is. By

knowing the distance from the head to transducer 520, the ambiguity is substantially reduced.

Optical transducers using CCD arrays are now becoming price competitive and, as

mentioned above, will soon be the technology of choice for interior vehicle monitoring. A single

CCD array of 160 by 160 pixels, for example, coupled with the appropriate trained pattern

recognition software, can be used to form an image of the head of an occupant and accurately

locate the head for the purposes of this invention.

A rear-of-head detector 534 is also illustrated in FIG 5. This detector is used to determine

the distance from the headrest to the rear most position of the occupant’s head and to control the

position of the headrest so that it is properly positioned behind the occupant’s head to offer

optimum support in the event of a rear impact. Although the headrest of most vehicles is

adjustable, it is rare for an occupant to position it properly, if at all. Each year there are in excess

of 400,000 whiplash injuries in vehicle impacts approximately'90,000 of which are fi'om rear

impacts (source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, (NHTSA)). A properly

positioned head rest could substantially reduce the frequency of such injuries which can be

accomplished by the head detector of this invention. The head detector 534 is shown connected

schematically to the headrest control mechanism and circuitry 540. This mechanism is capable of
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moving the headrest up and down and, in some cases, rotating it fore and aft. An occupant

position sensor for side impacts used with a door mounted airbag system is illustrated at 530 in

FIG. 5.

Seatbelts are most effective when the upper attachment point to the vehicle is positioned

vertically close to the shoulder of the occupant being restrained. If the attachment point is too

low, the occupant experiences discomfort from the rubbing of the belt on his or her shoulder. If it

is too high the occupant may experience discomfort due to the rubbing of the belt against his or

her neck and the occupant will move forward by a greater amount during a crash which may

result in his or her head striking the steering wheel. For these reasons, it is desirable to have the

upper seatbelt attachment point located slightly above the occupant’s shoulder. To accomplish

this for various sized occupants, the location of the occupant’s shoulder must be known which

can be accomplished by the vehicle interior monitoring system described herein.

Such a system is illustrated in FIG. 6 which is a side planer view of a seatbelt anchorage

adjustment system. In this system, an infrared transmitter and CCD array receiver 620 is

positioned in a convenient location such as the headliner located above and to the outside of the

occupant’s shoulder. An appropriate pattern recognition system as described above is then used

to determine the location and position of the shoulder. This information is fed to the seatbelt

anchorage height adjustment system 632, shown schematically, which moves the attachment point

631 to the optimum vertical location for the proper placement of the seatbelt 630.

FIG. 7 is an angular perspective overhead view of a vehicle 710 about to be impacted in '

the side by an approaching vehicle 720, where vehicle 710 is equipped with an anticipatory sensor

system showing a transmitter 730 transmitting infrared waves toward vehicle 720. The

34
ATlWDOC

 

65



               

               
    

             
 

               

                

                  

                

             

   

                  

                 

               

                   

                  

              

                 

               

       

              

               

                

               

 
  

66

transmitter 730 is connected to an electronic module 740. Module 740 contains circuitry 742 to

drive transmitter 730 and circuitry 744 to process the returned signals from receivers 734 and

(no . 7 A)

73% Circuitry 744 contains a neural computer 745 which performs the pattern recognition

determination based on signals from receivers 734 and 736. Receivers 734 and 736 are mounted

onto the B-Pillar of the vehicle and are covered with a protective transparent cover. An alternate

mounting location is shown as 738 which is in the door window trim panel where the rear view

mirror (not shown) is frequently attached. One additional advantage of this system is the ability of

inflated to penetrate fog and snow which makes this technology particularly applicable for

anticipatory sensing applications.

The same system can also be used for the detection of objects in the blind spot of the

vehicle and the image displayed for the operator to see, or a warning system activated, if the

operator attempts to change lanes, for example. In this case, the mounting location must be

chosen to provide a good view along the side of the vehicle in order to pickup vehicles which are

about to pass vehicle 710. Each of the locations 734, 736 and 730 provide sufficient field ofview

for this application although the space immediately adjacent to the vehicle could be missed.

Alternate locations include mounting onto the outside rear view mirror or the addition of a unit in

the rear window or C-Pillar. The mirror location, however, does leave the device vulnerable to

being covered with ice, snow and dirt.

In both cases of the anticipatory sensor and blind spot detector, the infrared transmitter

and CCD array system provides mainly image information to permit recognition of the object in

the vicinity of vehicle 710. To complete the process, distance information is also require as well

as velocity information, which can in general be obtained by difi‘erentiating the position data. This
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can be accomplished by any one of the several methods discussed above as well as with a radar

system. Radar systems, which would not be acceptable for use in the interior of the vehicle, are

now commonly used in sensing applications exterior to the vehicle, police radar being one well

known example. Miniature radar systems are now available which are inexpensive and fit within

the available space. Another advantage of radar in this application is that it is easy to get a

transmitter with a desirable divergence angle so that the device does not have to be aimed. The

best mode of practicing the invention for these cases is to use radar and the second best is the

pulsed GaAs laser system, along with a CCD array, although the use of two CCD arrays or the

acoustical systems are also good choices. Both the acoustical and the stenographic system using

the two CCD arrays have the disadvantage of being slower than the GaAs device and the

acoustical system in addition must be mounted outside of the vehicle where it may be affected by

the accumulation of deposits onto the active surface.

In a preferred implementation, transmitter 730 is an infrared transmitter and receivers 734,

736 and 738 are CCD transducers which receive the reflected infrared waves from vehicle 720. In

the implementation shown in FIG. 7, an exterior airbag 790 is shown which deploys in the event

that a side impact is about to occur as described in copending application Serial No. 08/247,760

cross referenced above.

FIG. 8 illustrates the exterior monitoring system for use in detecting the headlights of an

oncoming vehicle or the tail lights of a vehicle in front of vehicle 810. In this embodiment, the

CCD array is designed to be sensitive to visible light and a separate source of illumination is not

used. Once again, the key to this technology is the use of trained pattern recognition algorithms

and particularly of the artificial neural network. Here as in the other cases above and in the co-
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pending patent applications referenced above, the pattern recognition system is trained to

recognize the pattern of the headlights of an oncoming vehicle or the tail lights of a vehicle in

front ofvehicle 810 and to then dim the headlights when either of these conditions is sensed. It is

also trained to not dim the lights from other reflections such as off of a sign post or the roadway.

One problem is to differentiate taillights where dimming is desired from distant headlights where

dimming is not desired. Three techniques are used: (i) measurement of the spacing of the light

sources, (ii) determination of the location of the light sources relative to the vehicle, and (iii) use

of a red filter where the brightness of the light source through the filter is compared with the

brightness of the unfiltered light. In the case of the taillight, the brightness of the red filtered and

unfiltered light is nearly the same while there is a significant difference for the headlight case. In

this situation, either two CCD arrays are used, one with a filter, or a filter which can be removed

either electrically, such as with a liquid crystal, or mechanically.

There has thus been shown and described a monitoring system for monitoring both the

interior and the exterior of the vehicle using an optical system with one or more CCD arrays and

other associated equipment which fulfills all the objects and advantages sought alter. Many

changes, modifications, variations and other uses and applications of the subject invention will,

however, become apparent to those skilled in the art after considering this specification and the

accompanying drawings which disclose the preferred embodiments thereof. All such changes,

modifications, variations and other uses and applications which do not depart from the spirit and

scope of the invention are deemed to be covered, by the invention which is limited only by the

following claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. In a m tor vehicle having an interior passenger compartment containing a passive restraint

ystem and at ast one occupying item having surfaces, an interior monitoring system comprising:

b)

d)

 

  

 

 

 
 

' ation means for illuminating a portion of said vehicle interior passenger

compa ment with electromagnetic radiation in which said at least one occupying

item is like situated;

receiver me for receiving electromagnetic illumination reflected from said

surfaces of said t least one occupying item within said vehicle interior passenger

compartment, said ceiver means comprising a CCD array;

processor means co led to said receiver means for processing said received

illumination and genera 'ng an electronic signal characteristic of said surfaces of

said at least one occupyin item in said passenger compartment based thereon;

categorization means coup d to said processor means for categorizing said

electronic signal in order to 'dentify said at least one occupying item, said

categorization means comprising trained pattern recognition algorithm; and

output means coupled to said catego 'zation means for affecting another system in

said vehicle in response to said identific ion of said at least one occupying item.

2. The system in accordance with claim 1, wherein the assive restraint comprises an inflatable 

airbag and said at least one occupying item is an oc pant, said electronic signal being

characteristic of the position of the occupant of the vehicle det

said output means comprising means for modifying the time that

is initiated in response to the position of said occupant.
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'ned from said surfaces thereof,

ation of said inflatable airbag
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3. The s ‘tem in accordance with claim 1, wherein the passive restraint comprises an inflatable

 

 
 
  

'd at least one occupying item is an occupant, said electronic signal being

characteristic of e position ofthe occupant of the vehicle determined from said surfaces thereof,

said output means omprising means for modifying the rate at which said inflatable airbag is

inflated in response to e position of said occupant.

4. The system in accord ce with claim 1, wherein the passive restraint comprises an inflatable

occupying item is an occupant, said electronic signal beingairbag and said at least 0

characteristic of the presence the occupant of the vehicle determined from said surfaces

thereof, said output means comp ing means for suppressing deployment of said inflatable in

response to the absence of said occup t.

5. The system in accordance with claim , wherein said at least one occupying item is the head of

an occupant, said electronic signal being haracteristic of the position of the occupant’s head

determined from said surfaces thereof, said tr 'ned pattern recognition means comprises means to

categorize the motion of the occupant’s head ov r time, and said response means coupled to said

pattern recognition means responds to the category f motion of the occupant’s head over time to

affect another system in said vehicle.

6. The sensor in accordance with claim 5, wherein said another system comprises an alarm.

7. The sensor in accordance with claim 5, wherein said another system comprises limiting means

for limiting the speed of said vehicle.

8. The system in accordance with claim 1. wherein said trained pattern recognition means

comprises a neural network.
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9. The system in accordance with claim 1 wherein said vehicle further comprises a seat and said

at least one occupying item is a rear facing child seat positioned on said seat of said vehicle, and

said another vehicle system comprises an airbag.

10. In a motor vehicle having an interior and an exterior, a monitoring system for monitoring at

  
  

 

 
 

 

rece tion means for receiving reflected electromagnetic illumination from said

exterior bject, said reception means comprising a CCD array;

c) processor eans coupled to said reception means for processing said received

illumination an creating an electronic signal characteristic of said exterior object

based thereon;

d) categorization mean coupled to said processor means for categorizing said

electronic signal, said tegorization means comprising a pattern recognition

algorithm; and

8) output means coupled to said c egorization means for affecting another system in

the vehicle in response to said cate :rization.

her comprising measurement means for11. The system in accordance with claim 10,

measuring the distance from said exterior object: to aid vehicle, said measurement means

comprising radar.
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12. The system ' accordance with claim 10, further comprising measurement means for

measuring the distanc from said exterior object to said vehicle, said measurement means

comprising a pulsed laser.

13. The system in accordan with claim 10, wherein said another system is a warning system

which is activated when said e rior object is within a specified range of said vehicle and said

vehicle driver begins to execute an ction which increases the probability of a collision with said

exterior object.

14. The system in accordance with clai 10, wherein said another system is a side impact airbag

system which is activated when said exteri r object is within a specified range of said vehicle and

said processor means determines that there 1 a high probability of a collision with said exterior

object. \
15. The system in accordance with claim 10 wherein said processor means comprises a neural

network algorithm.

  
 

 

16. In a motor vehicle ha 'ng an interior and an exterior, an automatic headlight dimming system

comprising:

a) reception means r receiving electromagnetic radiation fi‘om an exterior object,

said reception means mpn'sing a CCD array;

b) processor means couple to said reception means for processing said received

illumination and creating an e ctronic signal characteristic of received illumination;

c) categorization means coupled 0 said processor means for categorizing said

electronic signal into categories co prising radiation from the headlights of an

41
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oncoming~vehicle nd other radiation, said categorization means comprising a

trained pattern recogm 'on algorithm; and

output means coupled to 'd categorization means for dimming the headlights in

said vehicle in response to said tegorization.\

17. The invention in accordance with claim 16 wherein said categories further comprise radiation

from taillights ofa vehicle-in-front.

18. The invention in accordance with claim 16 wherein said trained pattern recognition algorithm

comprises a neural network.
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A vehicle interior monitoring system to identify, locate and monitor occupants, including

their parts, and other objects in the passenger compartment and objects outside of a motor

vehicle, such as an automobile or truck, by illuminating the contents of the vehicle and objects

outside of the vehicle with electromagnetic, and specifically infrared, radiation and using one or

more lenses to focus images of the contents onto one or more arrays of charge coupled devices

(CCD arrays). Outputs from the CCD arrays, are analyzed by appropriate computational means

employing trained pattern recognition technologies, to classify, identify or locate the contents or

external objects. In general, the information obtained by the identification and monitoring system

is used to affect the operation of some other system in the vehicle. When system is installed in

the passenger compartment of an automotive vehicle equipped with an airbag, the system

determines the position of the vehicle occupant relative to the airbag and disables deployment of

the airbag if the occupant is positioned so that he/she is likely to be injured by the deployment of

the airbag.
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W\ UNITED STATE: DEPA ENTDE COMMERCE
. Patent and Trademark ' /

g Address: COMMISSIONER OF P AND TRADEMARKS°'j Washington. DC. 20231 '
APPLICATION NUMBER FILING DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT Am. DOCKET NOJTITLE

'7’ i r .‘ LI ‘4' Iii-7| _ 5 I73

I i512: :;=: v t: i? ‘I :r:

 
[I If: t I 4'!

DATE MAILED:

NOTICE To FILE MISSING PARTS OF APPLICATION "! 'E V“ '5‘
FILING DATE GRANTED

An Application Number and Filing Date have been assigned to this application. However, the items indicated

below are missing The required items and fees identified below must be timely submitted ALONG WITH
THE PAW“ OF A SURCHARGE for items 1 and 3-6 only of $ 1.7;{\:“- for large entities or
$LL for small entities who have filed a verified statement claiming such status. The surchargeIS set forth'In
37 CFR ].l6(6).

If all required items on this form are filed within the period setcbglow. the total amount owed by applicant as a Ellargc
entity, Cl small entity (verified statement filed),Is C‘C‘ (\N‘”

Applicant is given ONE MONTH FROM THE DATE OF THIS LETTER, OR TWO MONTHS FROM THE
FILING DATE of this application, WHICHEVER IS LATER, within which to file all required items and pay any fees
required above to avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained by filing a petition accompanied by the
extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
1. Hi The statutory basic filing feelis- missing CI insufficient Applicant as slit large entitytjsmall

entity, must submit $ hi SQ 2" to complete the basic filing fee.

2. El Additional claim fees of $ as a El large entity, El small entity, including any
required multiple dependent claim fee, are required. Applicant must submit the additional claim
fees or cancel the additional claims for which fees are due.

3m The oath or declaration:

$1 is missing.
El does not cover the newly submitted items.

An oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, identifying the application by the above
Application Number and Filing Date is required.

4. E] The oath or declaration does not identify the application to which it applies. An oath or declaration

in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, identifying the application by the above Application Number and
Filing Date, is required.

5. CI The signature(s) to the oath or declaration is/are: II] missing; E] by a person other than the inventor
or a person qualified under 37 CFR 1.42, 1.43. or 1.47. A properly signed oath or declaration in
compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, identifying the application by the above Application Number and
Filing Date, is required.

6. D The signature of the following joint inventions) is missing from the oath or declaration:

An oath or declaration listing the names of all inventors and signed by
the omitted inventor(s), identifying this application by the above Application Number and Filing
Date, is required.

7. CI The application was filed in a language other than English. Applicant must file a verified English
translation of the application and a fee of $ under 37 CFR 1.17(k), unless this fee has
already been paid.

8. l] A $ processing fee is required since your check was returned without payment.
(37 CFR l.21(m)).

9. C] Your tiling receipt was mailed in error because your check was returned without payment.

10. C] The application does not comply with the Sequence Rules. See attached Notice to Comply with
Sequence Rules 37 CFR l.821-1.825.

11. [Z] Other.

Direct the response to Box Missing Part. and rexer any questions to the Customer Semce Ueum—
at (703) 308-1202.

A copy ofthis notice MUST be returned with the response. ewe
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5wF 70/(£5; 070 6 %/A
UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Application of: DAVID S. BREED ET AL.

Serial No.: 08/474,786

Filed: June 7, 1995

Title: OPTICAL IDENTIFICATION AND

MONITORING SYSTEM USING PATTERN

RECOGNITION FOR USE WITH VEHICLES

RESPONSE TO NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS

Hon. Commissioner of

Patents and Trademarks August 17, 1995

Washington, DC. 20231

Dear Sir:

In response to the Notice to File Missing Parts dated July 18, 1995, submitted

herewith is a copy of the Notice to File Missing Parts and a Declaration signed by the

inventors (2 pages) and a Power of Attorney form. It is noted that the first named

inventor is David S. Breed. A Verified Statement Claiming Small Entity Status (2 pages)

is also submitted herewith for this application.

Lastly, enclosed is a check in the amount of $430.00 to cover the filing fee for a

small entity ($365.00) and the Surcharge fee for a small entity ($65.00).

Respectfully submitted, " /',/

Bfi’éi'kifiiéM/é/c 4 f/fl
/’

I hereby certify that this correspondence and/or fee

is being deposited with the United States Postal Service

as first class mail in an envelope addressed to “Commissioner

ofPatents and Trademarks, Washington, DC. 20231” on

Au ustl7 19 5. _ ,/
Brian Roffe, q. I 1’” ‘/"I [Egg x" 5/ /%

I i" , / [.u/l’ A" '1, 'l/N
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 . Patent: and Trademark Office

Washington. DC. 20281

a! 1.4“" ' /‘ ':

3P3 umnso snares DEpAnrMEiiri‘ or: commence
Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

an," .‘i ‘i .. I";‘":rf‘. rip. ;' i’i '75! . :"il l‘.,-‘y‘:l_. i. (.1 .', s ‘1 ‘ H ,

11.: '-

till i {yr-i l7fi imi‘t
:--’;'-33 Watt Jitfljbitili.
t‘li'jitiI-rrifil'wtti N‘r 1155-“?5:

2,: if: U l}DATE MAILED:

NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS OF APPLICATION :: 2' / i n. ".
FILING DATE GRANTED

An Application Number and Filing Date have been assigned to this application. However, the items indicated
below are missing. The required items and fees identified below must be timely submitted ALONG WITH

THE PAYMENT OF A SURCHARGE for items 1 and 3-6 only of it 4 --, Q, a“ for large entities or
S.1,, "T: ‘ for small entities who have filed a verified statement claiming such stat-qu‘l‘he surcharge is set forth in
37 CFR 1.1603).

If all required items on this form are filed within the period set below. the total amount owed by applicant as a NIargc
entity. Cl small entity (verified statement filed), is M;_.

Applicant is given ONE MONTH FROM THE DATE OF THIS LETTER, OR TWO MONTHS FROM THE
FILING DATE of this application, WHICHEVER IS LATER, within which to file all required items and pay any fees
required above to avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained by filing a petition accompanied by the
extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR l 136(a).

 
 

 
  

1. liThe statutory basic filingfee isrzriimissing E] insufficient. Applicant as a glarge entity 1",; small
entity, must submit $ l 5.5,. g. to complete the basic filing fee.

2. E] Additional claim fees of $ as a E] large entity, D small entity, including any
required multiple dependent claim fee, are required. Applicant must submit the additional claim
fees or cancel the additional claims for which fees are due.

3. m The oath or declaration:

flis missing.
B does not cover the newly submitted items.

An oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, identifying the application by the above
Application Number and Filing Date is required.

4. Li The oath or declaration does not identify the application to which it applies. An oath or declaration
in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, identifying the application by the above Application Number and
Filing Date, is required.

5. U The signature(s) w the oath or declaration is/are: [I missing; U by a person other than the inventor
or a person qualified under 37 CFR 1.42, 1.43, or 1.47. A properly signed oath or declaration in

compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, identifying the application by the above Application Number and
Filing Date, is required.

6. 7.] The signature of the following joint inventor(s) is missing from the oath or declaration:

An oath or declaration listing the names of all inventors and signed by
the omitted inventor(s), identifying this application by the above Application Number and Filing

Date, is required.

7. U The application was filed in a language other than English. Applicant must file a verified English
translation of the application and a fee of $ under 37 CFR 1.17(k), unless this fee has
already been paid.

8. Li A $ processing fee is required since your check was returned without payment.
(37 CFR l.21(m)).

9. [3 Your tiling receipt was mailed in error because your check was returned without payment.

10. i I The application does not comply with the Sequence Rules. See attached Notice to Comply with

Sequence Rules 37 CFR l.821-l.825.

11. D Other.

Direct the response to Box Missing Part and refer any questions to the Customer Service Center
at (703) 308-1202.

A copy ofthis notice pMUST be returned with the response. {Am—
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DECLA .ATI 67‘ - ‘ ~ T APPLICA'le Docket Number (optional)

ATI -95
As a below named inventor, I hereby declare . z .

humanemepannnuadnaammcr

lbelievelamtheori' ,firstand einventor(i_fonly . -ueislistedbelow)oran or'i‘ii‘naLfirstandjoifi'entoflifpluralnamesarelisted below) of subjectmatterwhichis claimedand for whichapatentisamghton inventionentitled
OPTI AL [DENTIFI ATI AND MONITORING SY TEM IN PATTERN

RE NITI N F R SE 1111 VEHI E
the specification ofwhich is attached hereto unless the following boxis checked:

wasthawUnited States Application Numba' or PCT International A lication
Number 0 and W}amended on_________(ifapplicabe

' Ihereby state that l have re emd and understand the contents of the above identified specification, including the claims, as amended by
any amendment referred to above. _
lacknowledge the duty to disclose ormaticnwhich is material to the examination of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code
ofFederal Regulations,156(a).
I hereby claim foreign priority benefits Title135, United States Code, 119 ofany foreigi applicatioixs) for patent or inventoz‘scertificate listed below and have also identifiedbe ow an foreiyi application for patent or inventors certificate having a filing date
before that of the application on which priority is claimed,

 

 

Prior Foreign Application(s) @112;GB?“_—_________ ____________ __ 0
her Co /M M Filed

__fl“’f__)___ ( “m” Eli—“1;.— [jm DNo
(Number) (Cormtry) (DaylMonth/Year Filed) Y N
(Number) (Country) (Day/Month/Year Filed) D es D o

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 120 of any United States a lication(s) listed below and, insofar as the
subject matter ofeach of the claims of this applicationis not time] sedin the or United tates applicationin the manner provided by
the first ph ofTitle 35, United States Code, 112,] ledge the fly to disclose material information as definedin Title 37,
Code of ecleralpRegulations,_156(8) which occui'red be the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT

international {11% date of thisapplication‘(Application No.)

 

 (Status - patented, pending, abandoned)

mW— —_£ending_______
(A8/lrcation al No ) ( mg Date) (Status - patented, pending, abandoned)/239 978 May 9,1994 Pending 08/040, 978 March 31,1993 Pending
I hereb appoint the followmg attorney(s) and/or agendas) to prosecine this application and to transact all businessin the Patent andTrademark Ofl'ice connected therewith:

1.31195 r-qu‘xilii BRIAN ROFFE a a ‘— . l 1
Address all telephone calls to II at telepone number 5 . I .'.- .‘u H84
Address all correspondence to haul-I laiiiuil. L .‘ :u- ‘LSON L .L.’ 4- ‘-= .: l :«o 8:!

nil I G ; DD: r: a.- =-.- .‘.- uni; e.-.— r .4 ill-i213“.- -
am. re " ‘-- ' 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein ofmy own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief
are believed to be true, and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, und ecti'on 1001 ofTitle 18 of the United States Code and that such willful

false statements may jeopardize the validity of the appli .. on or any patent issued , é
Full name ofsole or first inventor (given name, = wt y name ‘

Inventor's signature I J ‘3 ’ I D e ' ‘
Residence 48 W Citizenship [1 g A
Post Office Address an. i 9 1 may II _ a l ' i ’

4M2

Full name of second joint inventor, ifany (given e, family name) mum; g mixal]
Inventors signature ‘ 3m C ‘09
Residence 0 ve itrzenship u s A
Post Office Address ' ' '

Full name of third joint inventor, ifany (given name, family nmne)____flengg1Lg_mn__~____

Inventor's signature Date
Residence 16; EngigSt Citizenship U § A
Post Office Address 19mg, EA 29295

E Additional inventors are being named on separately numbered sheets attached hereto.

3/6 (2-92) ' Patent and Trademark Oflice', US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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DECLi A'ATION FOR PAT ‘ ‘ ' 1, ‘. .JN Docket Number (optional)
ATI -95

  
I believe I am the originn], first and sole inventor (if only one name is I .4" ‘ u; I ori ,first and joint inventor (if plum] names
are listed below) of the subject matter whichis claimed and for which a pa “ invention entitled

QPTIQAL IDENTIFICATION AND MONITORING SYSTEM USING PATTERN
RECOGNITION FOR U§E WITH VEHIQLES

the specification ofwhich is attached hereto unless the following box is checked
was filed on June 7. 125 as United States Application Number or PCT International Application
Number 08/474,786 amended on____________ (ifapplicable).

Ihereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, including the claims, as amended by
any amendment referred to above
I acknowlede the duty to disclose information whichis material to the examination of this applicationin accordance with Title 37, Code
ofFederal Regulations, __1 .56(a).

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 120 ofany United States application(s) listed below and, insofar as the
subject matter ofeach of the claims of this ap licationis not disclosedm the or United States applicationin the manner rovided by
the firstparagraph of Title 35, United Statesp ode, 112, I acknowledge the uty to disclose material information as defin in Title 37,
Code of FederalpRegulations,_l56(a) which occurred between the fihng date of the prior application and the national or PCT
international filing date of thisapplication:

 
 

07/8718 57 alN ) (Fil 5 Dagz) (S ted ding band ed(A icationSeri 0. ing to tatus-paten ,pen ' ,a on )
”:1 Ma 23 1994 Pen '

08 39 78 9 1 e11 '

Mb— MQYTGLBLHEL Pendjm,
(Application Serial No.) (Filing Date) (Status - patented, pending, abandoned)

I hereb a int the following attomey(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and
TrademarOOfi'ice connected therewith.

________________Emn.R.OJI¢—_Address all telephone calls to Brig Rolfe Ielgphone number (516)§§9-3§‘1
Addressallcorrespondence to Enrigifiofle,Esg, 37g ale vcn e W ere New ork 1] 8-205]

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on infonnation and beliefare believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 100] of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful
false statements may jeopardiza the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon

Full name of sole or first inventor (given name, family name) David 5. Breed

Inventor's signature Date
Residence 48 Hillcreg Rd Citizenship U S A
Post Office Address Boonton Togghip, NJ 07005

Full name of second joint inventor, if any (given name, family name) Wilbur E. Dqu]!

Inventor’s signature _ Date
Residence 57 Ngghwgog Dave Citizenship U S A
Post Ofi'ice Address ' berl' it 86

Full name of third joint inventor, if any (giv name, family name) W C

Inventor's signature
Residence
Post Office Address REE. CA 90295 C

E Additional inventors are being named on sepmately numbered sheets attached hereto.
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Applicant David s . Breed et a1 . : Automotive Technologies

   
International, Inc.

' 0 Box 1028

e, NJ 07834
US. Serial No.

filed

For: OPTICAL IDENTIFICATION AND MONITORING SYSTEM USING PATTERN

RECOGNITION FOR USE WITH VEHICLES

Hon. Commissioner ofPatents
and Trademarks

Washington, DC. 20231

WER F TT

SIR:

The undersigned applicant hereby appoints Brian Rofi'e, PTO Reg. No. 35,336, as agent to act on

its behalfbefore the competent authorities in connection with a Patent Application:

U.S.Seria1No. 08/474,786 filed lung 2, 1295

entitled QP’I‘ICAL IDENTIFICATION AND MQNITQRINQ §Y§TEM USING

PATTERN RECOGNITION FOR USE WITH XEHICLES

(Attorney docket: ATI-95 ),

to prosecute this application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Oflice connected

therewith.

It is hereby requested that all correspondence be directed to Brian Rofi‘e, 376 Yale Ave.

W

Please direct all telephone calls to Brian Roffe: Tel. (516) 569-3664.

Automotive Technologies International, Inc.

Dated: 1gne2, 1995 by: i g 41 & ‘L_—-_/(
Dav: S. reed, PhD.
President

4/6
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David S. Breed et al.

 
. , ‘_‘_ <....r~z-

s 'lNo.: ‘ 08/474 786 ,

., . L,;./~ ) ._ p ...
\ Filed: June 7,1995 -' i 331' r’ r

For: OPTICAL IDENTIFICATION AND

, g, MONITORING SYSTEM USING
~" PATTERN RECOGNITION FOR USE

WITH VEHICLES

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Hon. Commissioner of

Patents and Trademarks October 13, 1995 ‘5.

Washington, DC. 20231 -->( , . .

Sir: I 1 ’,

Applicants herewith submit form PTO-1449 which lists references cited in the specification of...

the present application. A copy ofeach of the references is enclosed. ‘

An Office Action has not been received to date. Therefore, no fee is due under 37 C.F.R.

§1.17(p).

It is respectfully requested that these references be considered and made ofrecord.

Respectfully submitted,

  
   

 

,NPZ-z’ -'.I 7.

Brian Rolfe -

Reg. No. 35,336

 

Brian Rolfe

376 Yale Avenue

Woodmere, New York 1 1598

(516) 569-3664
I hereby certify llul this correspondence and/or lb: :3 being dqmsited with the
United Slnles l’oslul Sumac Its first clzm mail In nu c vclnpc mldrcmcd lu

‘(Tommissmncr of Patents and 'l‘mdcmzuks, Washyyzl, DC 2023!" on ‘@19ng I99; (-7 l/
BuanRofl‘e / .

r.“ t’ y r3,//(,I-,
m2 ./ :11: . ,/
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Docket No. ATI-95

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE Application of: DAVID S. BREED ET AL.

Serial No.: 08/474,786

Filed: June 7, 1995

Title: OPTICAL IDENTIFICATION AND

MONITORING SYSTEM USING PATTERN

RECOGNlTION FOR USE WITH VEHICLES

STATUS IN UIRY

Hon. Commissioner of

Patents and Trademarks June 10, 1996

Washington, DC. 20231

Dear Sir:

Please advise as to the current status of the above-identified application, no oflice

action having been received to date.

Respectfiillyisubmitted/ 2”

Brian’ég‘l‘e/H 4‘ V

I hereby certify that this correspondence and/or fee

is being deposited with the United States Postal Service

 

as first class mail in an envelope addressed to “Commissioner ;_.. . 314144412. {—12 1‘
ofPatents and Trademarks, Washington, DC. 20231” on El; m M ‘1 («it r *‘ul’ H .,..‘2‘ ” ' , "

June 10 1996 , ‘ / 8’9’301’ Lyi'.
Brian Roffe sq. [/33] %/
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UNITED STATE; JEPAR‘I'MEIIIT OF COMMERCE
Patent: and Trademark Office
Address: CDMMISSDI‘ER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARK-.3

Washington. DC. 20231
FIRST NAMED mm ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.

{SEX

age
  

 . 7: i=5; 7" 4 ;- ".}'i:::i£3- ii'fia’lr'fl'7/‘il'u inf-(iii: iii

"' PAPER NUMBER
Eérl'il Ii / "i. lZHZl .1,

Ella: Ii ii‘r |"-.i HUI-‘- i-'-'EC 0
If: r_- Y r? ' 43“," E N U E

i‘JUUi';'i'7'i[":i:'\'[’: NY 1 ‘J. "Jr, -, BIKE; 1 DATE MNLED:

.2 (-31 E.

This is a communication from the examiner In charge of your application. 1. ,3] /' ,21 1 / 57,13
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

OFFICE ACTION SUMMARY

CI Responsive to communication(s) filed on

[I] This action is FINAL.

D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters. prosecution as to the merits is closed in
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 0.6. 11; 453 0.6. 213.

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire________ month(s). or thirty days.
whichever is longer. from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause
the application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR
1.136(a).

Disposition of Claims

% Claim(s) ( ' f 8 is/are pending in the application.
Of the above. Claim(s) __—___—________is/are withdrawn from consideration.

[3 Claim(s) is/are allowed.

KCIaiMs) ___L_L8_______.____________ is/are rejected.

Cl Claim(s) is/are objected to.

C] Claims—__—_______—are subject to restriction or election requirement.

Application Papers

[:1 Seethe attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948.

[3 The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner.

El The proposed drawing correction. filed on is [3 approved U disapproved.

C] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

CI The oati or declaration is objected to by the Examiner.

Priority under35 U.S.C. § 119

D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d).

D All [I Sane' Ci None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been

3 received.

E] received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) _

a? received in this national stage application from the international Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

'Certiiied copies not received:

Ci Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e).

Attachment(s)

KNotice of Reference Cited, PTO-892
Xlniormation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449. Paper No(s).__

Ci interview Summary. PTO-413

K'Notice ct Draftsperson‘s Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948
C Notice of informal Patent Application. PTO-152

- SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES -

E i . A_,~__~______..~__~___._ ___—— 97
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Serial Number: 08/474,786 Page 2

Art Unit: 2616

1. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the

presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any

errors ofwhich applicant may become aware in the specification.

2. Claim 16 objected to because of the following informalities:

Element b) recites “said received illumination”. It should be changed to “said received

radiation”

Element e) is after element 0). The designation should be changed to d).

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the
manner in which the invention was made.

4. Claims 1, 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes,

reference AAE of Form PTO-1449, in View of Ando, reference AAC ofForm PTO-1449.

As to claim 1, Mattes discloses an interior passenger compartment containing a passive

restraint system and at least one occupying item having surfaces in a motor vehicle, (lines 6-10

and 18-20 of column 1 and item 35 in Fig.2 shows an occupying item having surfaces) . The

monitoring system comprises:

a) illumination means for illuminating a portion of the vehicle interior with

electromagnetic radiation in which the occupying item is likely situated, (lines 13-42 of column

4, and Fig. 2);

98
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Serial Number: 08/474,786 Page 3

Art Unit: 2616

b) receiver means to receive the electromagnetic illumination reflected from the surfaces,

(lines 13-42 of column 4);

c) processor means to generate an electronic signal characteristic of the surfaces, (lines

13-16 of column 4, determining a position is within the meaning of determining characteristics);

and

e) output means to affect another system in the vehicle in response to the identification of

the occupying item, (lines 17—26 of column 1).

However, Mattes does not show the receiver means having a CCD array and a

categorization means comprising a pattern recognition algorithm. Ando discloses an image

processing system in a passenger vehicle to control various parts of the vehicle, (lines 5—1 5 of

column 1). Ando shows the receiver means comprising a CCD array, (lines 60-61 of column 6),

and the categorization means comprising a pattern recognition algorithm, (lines 15-41 of column

2).

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the

invention was made to include the receiver means to have a CCD array and a categorization

means to have a pattern recognition algorithm because a CCD array would be an obvious design

choice and would have a shorter response time than a regular video camera, and a pattern

recognition algorithms would distinguish a movement by the occupying object rather than by

other small objects. Using sensors having a short response time is one of the goals of Mattes,



   

   

 

                

               

               

             

       

                

                  

              

                 

                 

 

               

               

                  

                 

         

                  

                

                

 
100

Serial Number: 08/474,786 Page 4

Art Unit: 2616

(lines 38-42 of column 4). In addition, both Mattes’ and Ando’s invention deal with systems of

using a sensor or sensors in a passenger vehicle to control other parts ofvehicles.

As to claim 2, Mattes shows the other system being controlled is an inflatable passive

restraint apparatus, (lines 15-20 of column 1, control includes disabling or enabling the

deployment of the inflatable passive restraint apparatus).

As to claim 5, Matt shows a step ofcalculating acceleration of the occupant ofvehicle,

(lines 61-63 of column 4). In order to calculate the acceleration, the sensor needs to determine the

positions of the object over time. For the other elements, refer to claim 1 rejection.

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in view of

Ando as applied to claim 1 above, and further in View of Fujita, reference AAD ofForm PTO-

1449.

Mattes in View ofAndo do not show the output means to comprising means for

modifying the rate at which the inflatable airbag is inflated. Fujita shows controlling means to

control a time period between a collision and a finish of an inflation, (referred as the rate at

which the airbag is inflated in instant application), of an airbag, (lines 28-40 of column 2), using

inputs from various sensors (lines 37-41 of column 5).

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the

invention was made to modify Mattes invention to include a controlling means to control the rate

at which the airbag is inflated because applying different rate of inflation to different situations

’ W ' ' 1oo
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may protect the occupant of the vehicle more effectively. In addition, both Mattes’s and Fujita’s

inventions deal with deploying airbags controlled by sensors located within the vehicles in order

to protect the occupants ofvehicles.

6. Claim 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in

view of Ando as applied to claim 1 above, and further in View of White, reference AAF of Form

PTO-1449.

Mattes in view ofAndo do not show the output means to comprising means for

suppressing deployment of the airbag in response to the absence of the occupant, (claim 4), and

an alarm (claim 6). White shows an airbag deployment system in a vehicle with sensor(s) to

detect presence of the occupant(s) (lines 35—54 of column 4), with a warning signal lamp, (lines

17-20 of column 7). The control means would inhibit operation of the airbag if the passenger is

absent from certain locations, (lines 1-7 of column 3).

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time ofwhen the

invention was made to include controlling mean to inhibit operation of the airbag if the passenger

is absent from certain locations and to include a warning signal lamp because the overall goal of

Mattes is to protect the occupant of the vehicle and by inhibiting operation of the airbag if the

passenger is absent from certain locations would limit unnecessary injuries to the occupant and

the warning signal lamp would warn the occupant the status of the airbag control system. In

addition both Mattes’ and White’s inventions deal with deployment of airbag in vehicles using

location sensors to locate the occupants of the vehicles.
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7. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in view of

Ando as applied to claim 5 above, and further in View of Taylor, reference D ofForm PTO-892.

Mattes in view of Ando do not show the another system comprises limiting means for

limiting the speed of the vehicle. Taylor discloses a collision avoidance system comprising of a

range finder and vehicle control unit to control the speed of the vehicle, (refer to Fig. 1 and the

abstract).

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the

invention was made to include limiting means for limiting the speed of the vehicle controlled by

the controlling means because in order to protect the occupants of the vehicle the speed of the

vehicle may need to be automatically controlled. The goal ofMattes’ invention is to protect the

occupants ofvehicles. In addition, both Mattes’ and Taylor’s inventions deal with protecting the

occupants ofvehicles by controlling various devices within the vehicle and using sensors to

determine and characterize situations when the various devices should be activated or

deactivated.

8. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in view of

Ando as applied to claim 1 above, and further in View of Gorman, reference AAR of Form PTO-

1449.

Mattes and Ando do not show the trained pattern recognition means as comprising a

neural network. However, the applicant disclosed that neural networks are commonly used and

that software tools are also commercially available for creating neural networks and fuzzy logic

102



   

   

  

               

            

              

       

                  

                

            

           

       

                 

                  

                 

                

              

                  

                 

                   

              

              

103

Serial Number: 08f474,786 Page 7

Art Unit: 2616

systems capable of recognizing pattern, (page 9, first full paragraph and page 13, second full

paragraph in application number 08/247,760, one of the parent cases of instant application).

Furthermore, Gorman shows a method to use neural networks in object recognition system using

a sonic sensor, (refer to page 76).

It would have been obvious to person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention

was made to modify the system ofMattes such that it comprised the neural networks because

including such algorithm may reduce the algorithm implementation complications by using the

cormnercially available software packages. In addition, both Mattes’ and German’s disclosures

deal with object recognition using sonic sensors.

9. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(3) as being unpatentable over Mattes in view of

Ando as applied to claim 1 above, and further in View ofMazur, reference I of Form PTO-892.

Mattes and Ando do not Show the occupying item as a rear facing child seat positioned on

the vehicle. Mazur shows an airbag deployment system in a vehicle with a rear facing child

positioned on the seat of the vehicle, (Fig. 1 and lines 1-23 of column 4).

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the

invention was made to consider situations when there is a rear facing child seat positioned on a

seat of a vehicle because consideration of a rear facing child seat positioned on a seat of a vehicle

should be included for an airbag deployment system designed to protect the occupant by

deploying or not deploying depending upon situation in order to protect the occupants. In

103
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addition, both Mattes’ and Masur’s inventions deal with an airbag deployment system in vehicles

using sensors and control systems to determine if the airbag should be deployed.

10. Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masamori,

reference C of Form PTO-892, in View of Suzuki, reference B ofForm PTO-892.

As to claim 10, Masmori discloses a vehicle having a monitoring system for monitoring

at least one object exterior to the Vehicle, (Fig. l and lines 7-13 of column 1). Masomori also

shows the systems comprising:

a) transmitter means for transmitting electromagnetic waves to illuminate the exterior

object, (lines 30-35 of column 2);

b) reception means for receiving reflected electromagnetic illumination from the exterior

object, (lines 37-47 of column 2);

c) processor means coupled to the reception means for processing the received

illumination and creating an electronic signal characteristic of the exterior object based thereon,

(lines 37047 of column 2);

d) categorization means coupled to the process means for categorizing the electronic

signal, the categorization means comprising a pattern recognition algorithm, (lines 48-65 of

column 2, a target detecting and range determining systems represents a pattern recognition

system); and

e) output mean coupled to the categorization means for affecting another systems in the

vehicle in response to the categorization, (lines 35-42 ofcolumn 1).

7 ' ‘ ' 104
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However, Masamori does not show the reception means comprising a CCD array. Suzuki

discloses an automobile radar apparatus to detect the distance and angle to the preceding vehicle,

(Fig. 3 and lines 10-17 of column 1).

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the

invention was made to include a CCD array in Masamori’s invention because the CCD array will

have additional capability of efficiently generating images. In addition, both Masamori’s and

Suzuki’s inventions deal with sensors mounted in vehicles to determine distances to the

preceding vehicles.

As to claim 11, Masamori shows the measurement means comprising radar, (lines 45-46

of column 1).

As to claim 12, Masamori shows the measurement means comprising a pulsed laser,

(lines 65-69 of column 4, laser diodes exited by pulse signals).

As to claim 13, Masamori shows the another system is a warning system, (lines 27-42 of

column 1).

11. Claim 14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masamori in view

of Suzuki as applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of Warner, reference A of Form

PTO-892.

Masamoris in view of Suzuki do not show the another system is a side impact airbag

system. Warner discloses a side impact airbag deployment system, (lines 7-15 ofcolumn 1),

controlled by sensors, (lines 57—62 of column 5).

105



   

   

  

                  

              

                

                 

            

           

               

                 

  

               

             

             

             

                 

 

                  

                

          

           

           

106

Serial Number: 08/474,786 Page 10

Art Unit: 2616

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the

invention was made to modify Masamori’s invention to include a control systems to control

deployment of a side impact airbag because the airbag would protect the occupant of the vehicle

and the one of the goals ofMasamori’s invention is to protect the occupant of the vehicle. In

addition, both Masamori’s and Warner’s inventions deal with protection systems to protect

occupants of vehicles by using sensor to sense proximity of dangers.

12. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masamori in

View of Suzuki as applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of Morrison, reference A] of

Form PTO-1449.

Masamori in view of Suzuki do not show the processor means as comprising a neural

network. However, the applicant disclosed that neural networks are commonly used and that

software tools are also commercially available for creating neural networks and fuzzy logic

systems capable of recognizing pattern, (refer to claim 8 rejection). Furthermore, Morrison shows

a method to use neural networks in object recognition system using a radar sensor, (refer to the

abstract).

It would have been obvious to person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention

was made to modify the system of Masomori’s invention such that it comprised the neural

networks because including such algorithm may reduce the algorithm implementation

complications by using the commercially available software packages. In addition, both

Masomori’s and Morrison’s inventions deal with object recognition using radar sensors.
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13. Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bechtel,

reference J of Form PTO-892, in View of Suzuki, reference B of Form PTO-892.

As to claim 16, Bechtel discloses a vehicle having an automatic headlight dimming

system, (refer to the abstract). Bechtel also shows the systems comprising:

a) reception means for receiving electromagnetic radiation from the exterior object, (refer

to the abstract);

b) processor means coupled to the reception means for processing the received radiation

and creating an electronic signal characteristic of received radiation, (lines 49-55 of column 8,

detecting the red color of the trail lamps of a leading vehicle is withing the meaning of

processing the received radiation and creating an electronic signal characteristic of received

radiation);

c) categorization means coupled to the process means for categorizing the electronic

signal, the categories comprising radiation from the headlights of an oncoming—vehicle and other

radiation, the categorization means, (lines 12-16 of column 1); and

d) output mean coupled to the categorization means for dirmning the headlights in the

vehicle in response to the categorization, (lines 12—16 of column 1).

However, Bechtel does not show the reception means comprising a CCD array. Suzuki

discloses an automobile radar apparatus to detect the distance and angle to the preceding vehicle,

(Fig. 3 and lines 10-17 of column 1).
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the

invention was made to include a CCD array in Bechtel’s invention because the CCD array will

have additional capability ofefficiently generating images. In addition, both Masamori’s and

Suzuki’s inventions deal with sensors mounted in vehicles to determine external conditions of

the vehicles.

As to claim 17, Bechtel shows the categories further comprising radiation form taillights

of a vehicle-in-front, (lines 49-55 ofcolumn 8).

14. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bechtel in view

of Suzuki as applied to claim 16 above, and further in view of Morrison.

Masamori in view of Suzuki do not show the processor means as comprising a neural net.

However, the applicant disclosed that neural networks are commonly used and that software

tools are also commercially available for creating neural networks and fuzzy logic systems

capable of recognizing pattern, (refer to claim 8 rejection). Furthermore, Mom'son shows a

method to use neural networks in object recognition system detect another vehicle as an exterior

condition, (refer to the abstract).

It would have been obvious to person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention

was made to modify the system of Bechtel’s invention such that it comprised the neural networks

because including such algorithm may reduce the algorithm implementation complications by

using the commercially available sofiware packages. In addition, both Bechtel’s and Morrison’s

108
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inventions deal with object recognition using sensors to determine exterior conditions of

vehicles.

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's

disclosure.

Reference E and H are included as an example ofa motor vehicle speed control system.

Reference F is included as an example of a motor vehicle head light dimming control

system.

Reference G is included as an example of a motor vehicle driver alert system.

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Anthony Kahng at

telephone number (703) 305-4022.
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IN THE CLAIMS:

Please amend the claims as follows.

 

(Amended) In a motor vehicle having an interior passenger compartment 

  
  
 

 

 

   
 

   

9Q) containing [a passrve restraint system and] at least one occupying 1tem [havrng surfaces], an

/ interior moni ring system comprising:
\ a) i umination means for illuminating a portion of said vehicle interior passenger
R co artment with electromagnetic radiation in which said at least one occupying

\3 item is ikely situated;

b) receiver cans for receiving electromagnetic illumination reflected from [said

surfaces of] said at least one occupying item [within] i_n, said vehicle interior

passenger com rtment, said receiver means comprising a CCD array;

c) processor means upled to said [receiver means] CCD array for processing said

received illuminatio and generating an electronic signal characteristic an_d

representative of [said surfaces of] said at least one occupying item in said

passenger compartment ba ed thereon;

d) categorization and identific ion means coupled to said processor means for

categorizing said electronic sig 1 [in order] to My identify said at least one

occupying item, said categorizati n and identification means comprising trained

l 'n a [trained] pattern recognition algorithm;

“2/97 9:59 PM 2
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e) outp t means coupled to said categorization and identification means for affecting

anoth system in said vehicle in response to [said] the identification of said at least

one occ pying item.

2. (Amended) The system in accordance with claim 1, wherein [the passive

restraint] said another system comprises an inflatable airbag and said at least one occupying item

is an occupant, [said electronic signal being characteristic of the position of the occupant of the

vehicle determined from said surfaces thereof,] said pattern recognition means being structured

and arranged to process said elegtronic signal based on said received illumination from said

occupant into a positional categorization of said signal characteristic of the position of the

occupant based on data corresponding to patterns of received electromagnetic illumination stored
 

within said pattern recognition means and associated with occupants of the vehicle in different

posigigns, said output means comprising means for modifying the time [that] at which inflation of

said inflatable airbag is initiated in response to the position of [said] LIE occupant.

3. (Amended) The system in accordance with claim 1, wherein [the passive

restraint] said another system comprises an inflatable airbag and said at least one occupying item

is an occupant, [said electronic signal being characteristic of the position of the occupant of the

vehicle determined from said surfaces thereofi] Ed pattern recognition means being structured

and arranged to process said electronic signal based on said received illumination from said

surfaces of the occupant into a positional categorization of said signal characteristic of 1m

position of the occupant based on data cgrresponding to patterns of received electromagnetic

1/2/97 9:59 PM 3
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illuminaticn stored within said pattern reccgpition means and associated with occupants of the

vehicle in different positions, said output means comprising means for modifying the rate at which

said inflatable airbag is inflated in response to the position of [said] th_e occupant.

4. (Amended) The system in accordance with claim 1, wherein [the passive

restraint] gid another system comprises an inflatable airbag and said at least one occupying item

is an occupant, [said electronic signal being characteristic of the presence of the occupant of the

vehicle determined from said surfaces thereofi] grid pattern recognition means being structured

and arranged to process said electronic signal based cn said received illumination from said

cccupant into a categorization of said signal characteristic of the prgence of thc occcpant based

on data corresponding to patterns of received electromagnetic illumination stored within said

pattern recognition means and associated with the presence and absence of the occupant of the

vehiclc, said output means comprising means for suppressing deployment of said inflatable in

response to the absence of [said] th_e occupant.

5. (Amended) The system in accordance with claim 1, wherein said at least one

occupying item is [the head of] an occupant, [said electronic signal being characteristic of the

position of the occupant’s head determined from said surfaces thereof,] said pattern recognition

means being structured and arranged to process said electronic sigpal based on said received

illumination from said occupant int_o_ a hecd-positional categorization of said signal characteristic

of the position cf the occupant’s head based on data corresponding to patterns of received

electrcmagnetic illumination stored within said pattern recogpition means and associated with the

1/2/97 9:59 PM 4
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head of ocmpants pf the vehiple in difl‘erent positions, said trained pattern recognition means

0? comprises means to categorize the motion of the occupant’s head over time, and said [response]
output means coupled to said pattern recognition means responds to the category of motion of the

occupant’s head over time to affect said another system in said vehicle.

 

 
  

   

 
 

  

5 (Amended) In a motor vehicle having an interior and an exterior, a monitoring

system for onitoring at least one object exterior to said vehicle comprising:

a) ransmitter means for transmitting electromagnetic waves to illuminate [said] th_ezg

lea t one exterior object;

’1) b) recep 'on means for receiving reflected electromagnetic illumination from [said]

the at lea one exterior object, said reception means comprising a CCD array;

c) processor m ns coupled to said [reception means] CCD array for processing said

received illumina 'on and creating an electronic signal characteristic of said exterior

object based thereo '

d) categorization means oupled to said processor means for categorizing said

2‘. electronic signal, said cat orization means comprising trained pattern recognition

means for applying a patte recognition algorithm; and

e) output means coupled to said ategorization means for afl‘ecting another system in

the vehicle in response to said ca gorization.

1/2/97 9:59 PM 5
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11. (Amended) The system in accordance with claim 10, further comprising

measurement means for measuring the distance from [said] the at least one exterior object to said

vehicle, said measurement means comprising radar.

12. (Amended) The system in accordance with claim 10, further comprising

measurement means for measuring the distance from [said] the at least one exterior object to said

vehicle, said measurement means comprising a pulsed laser.

13. (Amended) The system in accordance with claim 10, wherein said another

system is a warning system which is activated when [said] the at least one exterior object is within

a specified range of said vehicle and said vehicle driver begins to execute an action which

increases the probability of a collision with [said] the at least one exterior object.

14. (Amended) The system in accordance with claim 10, wherein said another

system is a side impact airbag system which is activated when [said] the at least one exterior

object is within a specified range of said vehicle and said processor means determines that there is

a high probability of a collision with [said] theWe)

 

(Amended) In a motor vehicle having an interior and an exterior, an automatic 
  

 

K) headlight d1 'ng system comprising:

Q a) rec tion means for receiving electromagnetic radiation from an exterior object,
said rec tion means comprising a CCD array;

ll'2/97 9:59 PM 6
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b) proces r means coupled to said [reception means] QCD array for processing

[said] t e received [illumination] radiation and creating an electronic signal

{) characteri tic ofm received [illumination] radiation;<J‘ c) categorizat It means coupled to said processor means for categorizing said
electronic si nal into categories comprising radiation from the headlights of an

oncoming-veh cle and other radiation, said categorization means comprising

 said vehicle in respo se to said categorization.

Please add the following new claims. 

The system in accordance with claim 1, wherein said pattern recognition means are 

  

 
 

X structured a ~ arranged to process said electronic signal based on said received illumination from
\)\ said at least one

one occupying item based on data corresponding to patterns of received electromagnetic

ccupying item into a categorization of said signal characteristic of said at least

illumination stored withi aid pattern recognition means and associated within possible classes of

occupying items of the ve-‘ Q said output means being structured and arranged to affect said

another system in the @lein r p0 se to said identification..\ ,

\\<
\llp \

»._ ./ \\

20. The system in accordance with claim 10, wherein said categorization means

constitute identification means for identifying e at least one exterior object by categorizing said

l/2/97 9:59 PM 7
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electronic signal, said paKtem recognition means being structured and arranged to process said
electronic signal based on‘said received illumination from the at least one exterior object into al

. . . . \ . .
categorization of said Signal characteristic of the at least one exterior object based on data

corresponding to patterns_..ol’f received electromagnetic illumination stored within said pattern
/ \ t

.. I .l‘,r«.. . . . . . .
recognition means and associated within possrble classes of exterior objects of the vehicle, saidI

. / .
output means being structur and arranged to affect said another system in the vehicle in

response to said identification. 

REMARKS

Reconsideration of the present application, as amended, is respectfully requested.

Claims 1-18 and new claims 19 and 20 are presently active in this application.

Claim 16 has been amended to overcome the Examiner’s formal rejection.

1. Rejection of Claims 1-9

Prior to discussing the rejections of claims 1-9 on the merits, a brief review of the claimed

inventions is in order.

These embodiments of the invention relate to a vehicular interior monitoring system which

is designed to control reactions of vehicular components depending on the status of the passenger

compartment or the contents therein. Specifically, to obtain information from the passenger

compartment, the system includes illumination means which illuminate at least a portion of the

passenger compartment with electromagnetic radiation and receiver means for receiving

electromagnetic illumination reflected from surfaces of one or more occupying items within the

passenger compartment. To receive the electromagnetic illumination, and for other purposes

l/2/97 9:59 PM 8
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discussed below, a CCD (charge coupled device) array is used in the invention. Processor means

are coupled to the CCD array for processing the received electromagnetic illumination and

generating an electronic signal characteristic and representative of the occupying item(s) in the

passenger compartment based thereon. Lastly, the most basic embodiment of the invention

includes output means coupled to the processor means for affecting another system in the vehicle

in response to the identification of the occupying item (5). For example, the another system may

be a passive restraint device such as an inflatable airbag and the occupying item is an occupant,

whereby the electronic signal is characteristic of the position of the occupant of the vehicle

determined from the surfaces thereof and the output means comprising means for modifying the

time the inflation of the airbag is initiated or the rate of inflation in response to the position of the

occupant.

It is an important aspect of the invention that the system includes categorization and

identification means coupled to the processor means for categorizing the electronic signal to

thereby identify the occupying item(s). The categorization and identification means comprise a

trained pattern recognition means for applying a pattern recognition algorithm.

The novel use of the CCD array as the illumination receiving means enables the processor

means to generate an electronic signal characteristic and representative of the occupying

item(s) in the passenger compartment based thereon (as now set forth in amended independent

claim 1). In this regard, it is emphasized that the electronic signal varies depending on the specific

occupying item(s), i.e., each occupying item will essentially have a different electronic signal

generated based thereon whether it is a person, bag of groceries, etc. In this manner, it is possible

1/2/97 9:59 PM 9
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to identify the occupying item(s) with specificity, by the application of the pattern recognition

algorithm, and thus affect another vehicle system based on this identification.

Another important aspect of the invention is that the pattern recognition means is

structured and arranged to process the electronic signal based on the received illumination from

the occupying item(s) into the categorization of the signal characteristic and representative thereof

“based on data corresponding to patterns of received electromagnetic illumination stored within

said pattern recognition means and associated within possible classes of occupying items of the

vehicle” (claim 19). The categorization and identification means are thus pre—loaded with data of

patterns of electromagnetic illumination corresponding to possible occupying items of the vehicle

and then applied during practice to provide the identity of the occupying item(s) upon receipt of

an electronic signal generated by the processor means from the pattern of electromagnetic

illumination received by the CC array. This aspect is described in the specification, e.g., at page

30, line 15 to page 31, line 17.

In View of the foregoing, the occupying items or contents of the passenger compartment

can be identified within certain limits as imposed solely by the training of the pattern recognition

algorithm. At a minimum, in certain embodiments of the invention, the pattern recognition

algorithm is trained on different occupying items (claim 19), different positions of an occupant in

the passenger compartment (claims 2 and 3), the presence or absence of an occupant in the

passenger compartment (claim 4), the presence of a rear-facing child seat and the motion of an

occupant head (claim 5).

None of the prior art references cited by the Examiner teach or suggest receiving

illumination from an object by means of a CCD array and then based on the image on the CCD

1/2/97 9:59 PM 10
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array, generating an electronic signal characteristic and representative of an occupying item in the

passenger compartment and identifying the occupying item in the passenger compartment of a

vehicle through the application of trained pattern recognition means including data representative

of possible occupying items of the passenger compartment.

Claims 1, 2 and 5 were rejected under 35 U. 8.0 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes

in view of Ando.

Mattes describes a system including transmitters and receivers for determining the

presence, position and/or velocity of an occupant relative to the passenger compartment.

Ando describes a system which recognizes an image and specifically ascertains the

position of the pupils and mouth of the occupant to enable movement of the pupils and mouth to

control electrical devices installed in the automobile (Abstract). The system includes a camera 3

which takes a picture of the occupant and applies algorithms based on pattern recognition

techniques to analyze the picture, converted into an electrical signal, to determine the position of

certain portions of the image, namely the pupils and mouth (Col. 1, line 64 to C01. 2, line 4).

The Examiner took the position that the determination of the position of an occupying

item in the passenger compartment, as in Mattes, is within the meaning of determining a

characteristic thereof. The Examiner’s position is respectfiilly traversed.

It is noted that in accordance with common dictionary definitions, the “position” of an

object is defined as the place occupied by a person or thing, its situation or location whereas a

“characteristic” of an object is defined as a distinguishing trait, feature or quality, that which

characterizes the object. In View of these definitions, it is respectfully submitted that the

determination of the position of an object in the vehicle’s passenger compartment as in Mattes

1/2/97 9:59 PM 1 1
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does not constitute a characteristic of the object since the object’s position is not a distinguishing

trait, feature or quality, i.e., all objects can be in the same position and thus the determination of

one object’s position does not reveal anything with regard to what that object is (a person, bag of

groceries, rear-facing child seat, dog, box, etc). Thus, if the system ofMattes determines that an

object is, e.g., 10 cm from the receiver, it has not revealed anything with regard to a characteristic

(trait, feature or quality) of that object.

In View of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that Mattes does not disclose

processor means for generating an electronic signal characteristic of the occupying item of the

passenger compartment. To emphasize this distinction, claim 1 has been amended to recite that

the electronic signal is not only characteristic of the occupying item but is also representative of

the occupying item, i.e., it is unique to that and only that occupying item and other occupying

items will have their own representative electronic signals Of course, the pattern recognition

means may be trained to provide an identification of a person from any number of different

electronic signals, depending on the training data.

Moreover, it is pointed out that Mattes cannot disclose processor means for generating a

signal characteristic and representative of the occupying item since the system of Mattes is based

on an ultrasonic signal, and thus the ultrasonic receiver simply receives a_§ign_al from which the

position of the occupying item can be determined. This signal does not represent the occupying

item nor it is characteristic of the occupying item. Rather, it is merely a function of the location of

the occupying item.

By contrast, the use of the CCD array in the claimed invention enables a complete

electronic signal to be generated characteristic and representative of the occupying item since
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each occupying item will essentially have a different image on the CCD array and thus a different

electronic signal.

Although Ando shows the use of a CCD array, it does not teach or suggest that the image

displayed on the CCD array can be processed to generate a signal characteristic and representative

of the occupying item. Thus, Ando does not disclose the synergy of the use of a CCD array in

order to enable the processing of the image to obtain an electronic signal characteristic and

representative of the occupying item. Furthermore, Ando does not teach or suggest

categorization and identification means which categorize an electronic signal characteristic and

representative of the occupying item(s) to thereby ide_nti_fy the occupying item(s).

In view of the absence of the disclosure of all of the features of independent claim 1 in

Ando and Mattes, one could not combine these references and arrive at the claimed invention.

Therefore, claim 1 should be allowable over the prior art of record.

Claims 2 and 5 includes all of the features of independent claim 1 and for the same reasons

that claim 1 is allowable over the prior art of record, claims 2 and 5 should also be allowable.

With particular respect to claim 2, the pattern recognition means of Ando are not

structured and arranged to process the electronic signal “into a positional categorization of said

signal characteristic of the position of the occupant based on data corresponding to patterns of

received electromagnetic illumination stored within said pattern recognition means and associated

with occupants of the vehicle in different positions.” It is thus pointed out that the position of the

occupant is not determined so much as from the electronic signal directly, as in Mattes, but

indirectly through the pattern recognition means trained to detect occupants in different positions

(See page 32, lines 1-4 of the specification).

1/2/97 9:59 PM 13
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With respect to claim 5, the pattern recognition means of Ando are not structured and

arranged to process the electronic signal “into a head-positional categorization of said signal

characteristic of the position of the occupant”s head based on data corresponding to patterns of

received electromagnetic illumination stored within said pattern recognition means and associated

with the head of occupants of the vehicle in different positions” whereby the trained pattern

recognition means comprises means to categorize the motion of the occupant’s head over time,

Claim 3 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in view of

Ando and finther in view of Fujita. Claims 4 and 6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being

unpatentable over Mattes in view of Ando and fiirther in view of White. Claim 7 was rejected

under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in View of Ando and fiirther in view of

Taylor. Claim 8 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in view

of Ando and further in view of Gorman. Claim 9 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being

unpatentable Over Mattes in view of Ando and fiirther in view ofMazur.

Claims 3, 4 and 6-9 include all of the features of claim 1 and for the same reasons that

claim 1 is allowable over the prior art of record, these claims should also be allowable. In any

event, none of these secondary references, viz., Fujita, White, Taylor, Gorman and Mazur,

disclose generating an electronic signal characteristic and representative of an occupying item

based on an image obtained on a CCD array and therefore do not overcome the deficiencies of the

combination ofAndo and Mattes.

With respect to new claim 19, in contrast to the claimed invention, neither Mattes nor

Ando teach or suggest identification means which include stored data corresponding to patterns

of received electromagnetic illumination and associated within possible classes of occupying items
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of the vehicle, i.e., the pattern recognition means are trained by generating data representative of

return signals from each possible class of occupying items such that the electronic signal

representative of the surfaces of the occupying item obtained during operation can be analyzed in

view of this data and the identification of the class of occupying; item established with near

certainty. Mattes does not mention anything about the storage of such data and its later use to

identify occupying items of the vehicle whereas Ando merely stores an image obtained each time

and analyzes that image to ascertain the location of the pupils and/or mouth. Ando does not

contain trained pattern recognition means which include data representative of possible classes of

occu in items.

2. Rejection of Claims 10-15

These embodiments are directed to a monitoring system for monitoring at least one object

exterior to the vehicle which includes transmitter means for transmitting electromagnetic waves to

illuminate the exterior object(s), reception means, namely a CCD array, for receiving reflected

electromagnetic illumination from the exterior object(s), processor means coupled to the CCD

array for processing the received illumination and creating an electronic signal characteristic of the

exterior object(s) based thereon, categorization means coupled to the processor means for

categorizing the electronic signal, which comprise trained pattern recognition means for applying

a pattern recognition algorithm, and output means coupled to the categorization means for

affecting another system in the vehicle in response to the categorization.

None of the prior art references teach or suggest a CCD array for receiving an image of an

exterior object and processor means for generating an electronic signal characteristic of that

1/2/97 9:59 PM 15
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object. As explained above, the determination of the position of an object is not a characteristic

of that object as used in this application.

Claims 10-13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C‘. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masamori

in view of Suzuki.

Masamori describes a system which is based on radar, specifically it is a collision

avoidance system aimed at detecting vehicles which are at some distance from the vehicle.

Suzuki describes a vehicle tracking control for continuously detecting the distance and

direction to a preceding vehicle irrespective of background dark/light distribution. In this system,

every vehicle must have a light on its rear that emits a constant or time varying signal and the

invention then uses two photoelectric sensors that zero in on the light emitted from the preceding

vehicle and thereby determine both the distance and angular position of the preceding vehicle.

It is respectfully submitted that Masamori does not disclose processor means for

generating an electronic signal characteristic of the exterior object (see the explanation above with

respect to Mattes). Rather, Masamori simply discloses a distance measurement system based on

radar waves. The radar waves can be reflected off of any object and thus a trait, feature or quality

ofthe object (a characteristic of the object) is not obtained by means of the reflected radar waves.

By contrast, the use of the CCD array in the claimed invention enables a complete

electronic signal to be generated characteristic of the occupying item since each exterior object

will essentially have a different image on the CCD array and thus a different electronic signal.

Although Suzuki shows the use of a CCD array, it does not teach or suggest that the

image displayed on the CCD array can be processed to generate a signal characteristic of the

exterior object. Thus, Suzuki does not disclose the synergy of the use of a CCD array in order to

1/2/97 9:59 PM 16
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enable the processing of the image to obtain an electronic signal characteristic of the exterior

object.

Furthermore, Masamori does not teach or suggest that the categorization means

categorize an electronic signal which is characteristic of the exterior object.

In view of the absence of the disclosure of all of the features in independent claim 10 in

Masamori and Suzuki, one could not combine these references and arrive at the claimed

invention. Therefore, claim 10 should be allowable over the prior art of record.

Claims 11—13 includes all of the features of independent claim 10 and for the same reasons

that claim 10 is allowable over the prior art of record, claims 11-13 should also be allowable.

Claim 14 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masamori in

View of Suzuki and further in View of Warner. Claim 15 was rejected under 35 USC. 103(a) as

being unpatentable over Masamori in view of Suzuki and further in view of Morrison.

Claims 14 and 15 include all of the features of claim 10 and for the same reasons that

claim 10 is allowable over the prior art of record, these claims should also be allowable. In any

event, Warner and Morrison do not disclose generating an electronic signal characteristic of an

exterior object item based on an image obtained on a CCD array and therefore do not overcome

the deficiencies of the combination ofMasamori and Suzuki.

With respect to new claim 20, in contrast to the claimed invention, neither Masamori nor

Suzuki teach or suggest identification means which include stored data corresponding to patterns

of received electromagnetic illumination and associated within possible classes of exterior objects,

i.e., the pattern recognition means are trained by generating data representative of return signals

from each possible class of exterior objects such that the electronic signal representative of the

l/2/97 9:59 PM 17
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exterior objects obtained during operation can be analyzed in View of this data and the

identification of the class of the exterior object established with near certainty.

3. Reiection of Claims 16-18

These claims are directed to embodiments of an automatic headlight dimming system

which comprises reception means, a CCD array, for receiving electromagnetic radiation from an

exterior object, processor means coupled to the CCD array for processing the received radiation

and creating an electronic signal characteristic of the received radiation, categorization means

coupled to the processor means for categorizing the electronic signal into categories comprising

radiation from the headlights of an oncoming-vehicle and other radiation, the categorization

means comprising trained pattern recognition means for applying a pattern recognition algorithm,

and output means coupled to the categorization means for dimming the headlights in the vehicle in

response to the categorization.

None of the prior art references teach or suggest a CCD array for receiving

electromagnetic illumination from an exterior object and processor means for generating an

electronic signal characteristic of that object based on the reception of the CCD array.

Claims 16 and 17 were rejected under 33 U.S.C. 103(3) as being unpatentable over

Bechtel in view of Suzuki.

Bechtel describes a system which uses colored mirrors to separate colors. Suzuki is

described above.

It is respectfiilly submitted that Bechtel does not disclose processor means for generating

an electronic signal characteristic of the received illumination as used herein, which is achieved by

means of the CCD array. The use of the CCD array in the claimed invention enables a complete

U207 9:59 PM 18
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electronic signal to be generated characteristic of the exterior object since each exterior object will

essentially have a different image on the CCD array and thus a different electronic signal.

Although Suzuki shows the use of a CCD array, it does not teach or suggest that the

image displayed on the CCD array can be processed to generate a signal characteristic of the

exterior object. Thus, Suzuki does not disclose the synergy of the use of a CCD array in order to

enable the processing of the image to obtain an electronic signal characteristic of the exterior

object.

In View of the absence of the disclosure of all of the features in independent claim 16 in

Bechtel and Suzuki, one could not combine these references and arrive at the claimed invention.

Therefore, claim 16 should be allowable over the prior art of record.

Claim 17 includes all of the features of independent claim 16 and for the same reasons that

claim 16 is allowable over the prior art of record, claim 17 should also be allowable

Claim 18 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Bechtel in View

of Suzuki and further in view ofMorrison.

Claim 18 includes all of the features of claim 16 and for the same reasons that claim 16 is

allowable over the prior art of record, claim 18 should also be allowable. In any event, Morrison

do not disclose generating an electronic signal characteristic of an exterior object item based on an

image obtained on a CCD array and therefore does not overcome the deficiencies of the

combination ofBechtel and Suzuki.

In View of the changes made to the claims and the arguments presented above, it is

respectfiilly submitted that the Examiner’s rejections have been overcome and that the present

application is now in condition for allowance.

1/2/97 9:59 PM 19
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Lastly, it is pointed out that a continuation application of US. patent application Serial

No, 08/239,978, one of the parent applications of this application, has been filed (USSN

08/640,068). The Examiner’s attention is directed to the references cited therein.

An early and favorable action on the merits is earnestly solicited.

FOR THE APPLICANT

 
 

Resp ctfully subl’, '

/ M44
Brian Roffe

Reg. No. 35,336

Brian Rofl‘e

376 Yale Avenue

Woodmere, New York 11598
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Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

’9‘” “ea“ UNITED STATE: .PAFITMENT OF COMMERCE
i (‘1 Patent and Trademark Offlce

5% f Washington. no. 20231

—-W wwewucw

ISIS/474‘. 786 l36/fl7/95 BREED I) {XII—95

RENE/13317

mama ROFF‘E Kill-INIitli

i376 VALE AVENUE WW”

wonumam: NY 11599—2051 ?2616

tie/WEVA'LED‘

This is a communication from the examher in charge of your application.
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

OFFICE ACTION SUMMARY

ml Responsive to communication(s) filed on I[ Z1 f E .
E] This action is FINAL.

E] Since this application is In condition for allowance except for formal matters. prosecution as to the merits ls closed in
accordance with the practice under Ex part0 Quayle, 1935 DC. 11; 453 0.6. 213.

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire .3 month(s), or thirty days.
whichever is longer. from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause
the application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR
1.136(a).

Dlepoaltlon of Claims

M Clalm(e) [ is/are pending in the application.
Of the above claim(s) _______________________ls/are withdrawn from consideration

D Claim(s)_Wis/areallowed.

Clalm(s) Z T 2—0 is/are rejected.
Claim(s)_________—__—___—ls/are objected to.

[:1 Claimjs) are subject to restriction or election requirement.

Appllcatlon Papers

D See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948.

E] The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner.

C] The proposed drawing correction. filed on is [I approved [3 disapproved.

I] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner.

Prlorlty under 35 u.s.c. § 119

U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e)-(d).

E] All [I Some“ E] None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been

[:1 received.

[:1 received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) .

[Z] received in this national stage application from the international Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

*Certified copies not received:
 

D Acknowledgment is made oi a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(9).

Attachment(e)

El Notice of Reference Cited. PTO-892

)3 Information Disclosure Statement(s). PTO-1449. Paper No(s).
C] Interview Summary. PTO-413

D Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948

[3 Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO~152
«cm: nFFInF annnu nu Tm: cm I nwrm: BAGS-EC“
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Serial Number: 08/474,786 Page 2

Art Unit: 2616

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims '1-20 have been considered but are moot in

view of the new ground(s) of rejection. However, the objections to claim 16, (refer to paragraph 2

of the Office Action mailed on 10/1/96), are withdrawn in view of the amendment.

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness

rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the
manner in which the invention was made.

3. Claims 1, 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 USC. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes

in view of Ando and Ishikawa, reference AC ofForm 1449 filed on 10/21/96. The statements

advanced in paragraph 4 of the Office Action mailed on 10/1/96, (paper 6), as to the applicability

and disclosure ofMattes and Ando are incorporated by reference herein.

Mattes does not explicitly show an identification means comprising trained pattern

recognition means for applying a pattern recognition algorithm. Ishikawa discloses an image

analyzer inside of a vehicle, (refer to the abstract). Ishikawa shows an identification means

comprising a trained pattern recognition means for applying a pattern recognition algorithm, (refer

to Fig. 9).

It would have been obvious to a person ofordinary skill in the art at the time the invention

was made to include an identification means comprising trained pattern recognition means for

applying a pattern recognition algorithm in the invention of Mattes because the identification

’ " 139
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Serial Number: 08/474,786 Page 3

Art Unit: 2616

means could help accurately determine where the person is in the vehicle. In addition, both the

inventions ofMattes and Ishikawa deal with sensors inside vehicles.

As to claim 19, refer to claim 1 rejection.

4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in view of

Ando and Ishikawa as applied to claim 1 above, and further in View of Fujita. The statements

advanced in paragraph 5 of the Ofiice Action mailed on 10/1/96, (paper 6), as to the applicability

and disclosure ofMattes, Ando and Fujita are incorporated by reference herein.

5. Claim 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in

View of Ando and Ishikawa as applied to claim 1 above, and further in View of White. The

statements advanced in paragraph 6 of the Office Action mailed on 10/1/96, (paper 6), as to the

applicability and disclosure of Mattes, Ando and White are incorporated by reference herein.

6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in view of

Ando and Ishikawa as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of Taylor. The statements

advanced in paragraph 7 of the Office Action mailed on 10/1/96, (paper 6), as to the applicability

and disclosure of Mattes, Ando and Taylor are incorporated by reference herein.

7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in view of

Ando and Ishikawa as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Gorman. The statements

advanced in paragraph 8 of the Office Action mailed on 10/1/96, (paper 6), as to the applicability

and disclosure ofMattes, Ando and Gorman are incorporated by reference herein.
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Serial Number: 08/474,786 Page 4

Alt Unit: 2616

8. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in view of

Ando and Ishikawa as applied to claim 1 above, and fiirther in view of Mazur. The statements

advanced in paragraph 9 of the Office Action mailed on 10/1/96, (paper 6), as to the applicability

and disclosure of Mattes, Ando and Mazur are incorporated by reference herein.

9. Claims 10—13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masamori in

view of Suzuki. The grounds for rejections stated in paragraph 10 of the Office Action mailed on

10/1/96 are incorporated by reference herein.

The applicant alleges “Masamori does not disclose processor means for generating an

electronic signal characteristicgf the exterior object” because “Masamori simply discloses a

distance measurement system based on radar waves,” (the fourth full paragraph of page 16 of the

amendment). The Examiner is interpreting the phrase “characteristic of" and object to be length,

width, depth, distance and/or shape of an object among many other possible characteristics of an

object.

10, Claim 14 rejected under 35 U. S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masamori in view of

Suzuki as applied to claim 10 above, and further in View ofWarner. The grounds for rejections

stated in paragraph 11 of the Office Action mailed on 1 0/1/96 are incorporated by reference

herein.

11. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masamori in view

of Suzuki as applied to claim 10 above, and further in view ofMorrison. The grounds for

141
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Serial Number: 08/474,786 Page 5

Art Unit: 2616

rejections stated in paragraph 12 of the Office Action mailed on 10/1/96 are incorporated by

reference herein.

As to claim 20, refer to claim 15 rejection.

12. Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bechtel

in view of Suzuki. The grounds for rejections stated in paragraph 13 of the Office Action mailed

on 10/1/96 are incorporated by reference herein.

The Examiner is interpreting the meaning ofphrase “characteristic of the received

illumination” to include the meaning of the intensity level of the beam of lights emanating from a

second vehicle as shown in Bechtel.

13. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bechtel in view of

Suzuki as applied to claim 16 above, and further in view of Morrison. The grounds for rejections

stated in paragraph 14 of the Office Action mailed on 10/1/96 are incorporated by reference

herein.

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Anthony Kahng at

telephone number (703) 305-4022.

AK

W,

3/10/97  
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 1’

Ex.: A. Kahng Art Unit 2616

In re Application of: David S, Breed et al.

For: OPTICAL IDENTIFICATION AND

MONITORING SYSTEM:

Filed: June 7, 1995

Serial No.: 08/474,786

AMENDMENT

Hon. Commissioner ofPatents and Trademarks

As: 'stant Commissioner ofPatents June 17, 1997

Washington, DC. 20231

In response to the Office Action dated March 17, 1997, please amend the aboveddéntified '

application as follows.

I hereby certify that this correspondence and/or fee
is being deposited with the United States Postal Service
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to “Assistant
Commissioner of Patents, Washington, D. . 20231” on
JUNE 17 1997.

Brian Roffe, Esq. 
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IN THE CQAIMS:

Please cancel claims 19 and 20 without prejudice.

Please amend the claims as follows.

1.

 

(Twice Amended) In a motor vehicle having an interior passenger

compartment containing at least one occupying item, an interior monitoring system comprising:

a)

b)

d)

illumination means for illuminating a portion of said vehicle interior passenger

compartment with electromagnetic radiation in which said at least one occupying

item is likely situated;

receiver means for receiving electromagnetic illumination reflected from said at

least one occupying item in said vehicle interior passenger compartment [, said

receiver means comprising a CCD array];

processor means coupled to said [(‘JCD array] receiver means for processing said

received illumination and generating an electronic signal characteristic [and

representative] of said at least one occupying item in said passenger compartment

based thereon;

categorization and identification means coupled to said processor means for

categorizing said electronic signal to thereby identify said at least one occupying

item, said categorization and identification means comprising trained pattern

recognition means for [applying a pattern recognition algorithm] processing said

electronic signal based on aid received illumination from said at least one

occupying item to provide an identification of said at least one pccupying item

based thereon, said pattern recognition means being structured and arranged to
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Q
Be)

§
K

apply a pattern recognition algorithm generated from data of mssible occupying

items of the vehicle and patterns of received electromagnetic illumination from the

possible occupying items; and

output means coupled to said categorization and identification means for affecting

another system in said vehicle in response to the identification of said at least one

occupying item. 1
 

10. (Twice Amended) In a motor vehicle having an interior and an exterior, a

monitoring system for monitoring at least one object exterior to said vehicle comprising:

a)

b)

d)

transmitter means for transmitting electromagnetic waves to illuminate the at least

one exterior object;

reception means for receiving reflected electromagnetic illumination from the at

least one exterior object [, said reception means comprising a CCD array];

processor means coupled to said [CCD array] reception means for processing said

received illumination and creating an electronic signal characteristic of said exterior

object based thereon;

categorization means coupled to said processor means for categorizing said

electronic signal to identifl said exterior obiect, said categorization means

comprising trained pattern recognition means for [applying a pattern recognition

algorithm] processing said electronic signal based on said received illumination

frgm said exterior obiect to prgvide an identification of said exterior object based

thereon, said pattern recognition means being structuged and arranged to apply a

146
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pattern recpgm‘tiop algprithm generated frpm data pf possible exterior pbiects and

patterns of received electromagnetip illumination from the possible exterior

objects; and

output means coupled to said categorization means for affecting another system ine)

1’39 the vehicle in response to [said categorization] the identification of said exterior
obiect.‘-__._._a_.._.__ .._v_., ._,t ._-__.__——_—____‘___.___._

 

16. (Twice Amended) In a motor vehicle having an interior and an exterior, an

automatic headlight dimming system comprising:

a) reception means for receiving electromagnetic radiation from [an] me exterior

[object] of the vehicle |, said reception means comprising a CCD array];

b) processor means coupled to said [CCD array] reception means for processing the

[1,.) received radiation and creating an electronic signal characteristic of the received
”‘3 (K\ if radiation;

b c) categorization means coupled to said processor means for categorizing said

electronic signal [into categories comprising radiation from the headlights of an

oncoming-vehicle and other radiation] to identifl a source of the radiation, said

categorization means comprising trained pattern recognition means for [applying a

pattern recognition algorithm] processing said electronic signal based on said

received radiation to provide an identification of the source of the radiation based

thereon, said pattern recogpition means being structured and arranged to apply a

pattern recogpition algorithm generated frpm data of ppssible sources pf radiation

147
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including lights of vehicles and patterns of received rgdiation from the possible

sources; and

d) output means coupled to said categorization means for dimming the headlights in

b jg said vehicle in response to [said categorization] the identification of the source ofK the radiation. _”_____N__ f" _______

Please add the following new claims.

\ 1. In a motor vehicle having an interior passenger compartment containing at least

, a? fone occup \ g item, an interior momtonng system comprising:1 \

a) \illumination means for illuminating a portion of said vehicle interior passenger
\.

j col partment with electromagnetic radiation in which said at least one occupying

  

 
  
 
 

 

item i likely situated;

b) receiver eans for receiving electromagnetic illumination reflected from said at

- XX X least one occ ying item in said vehicle interior passenger compartment;F K i

t) 6 c) processor means coupled to said receiver means for processing said received
illumination and gen ating an electronic signal characteristic of the form of said at

d) categorization and identifi tion means coupled to said processor means for

categorizing said electronic sig to thereby identify said at least one occupying

item, said categorization and id tification means comprising trained pattern

recognition means for applying a patte recognition algorithm; and
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e) output means oupled to said categorization and identification means for affecting

another syste in said vehicle in response to the identification of said at least one

occupying item

22. The system of claim 21, wherein said trained pattern recognition means are

structured and arranged to process said electronic signal based on said received illumination from

said at least one occupying item to provide an identification of said at least one occupying item

based thereon by applying a pattern recognition algorithm generated from data of possible

occupying items of the vehicle and patterns of received electromagnetic illumination from the

possible occupying items.

a «x
' § 23. A method for affecting a system in a vehicle based on an object exterior of the

(J vehicle, comprising the steps of:

a) transmitting electromagnetic waves to illuminate the exterior object;

b) receiving reflected electromagnetic illumination from the object on an array;

0) processing the received illumination and creating an electronic signal characteristic

ofthe exterior object based thereon;

d) processing the electronic signal based on the received illumination from the

exterior object to identify the exterior object, said processing step comprising the

steps of generating a pattern recognition algorithm from data of possible exterior

objects and patterns of received electromagnetic illumination from the possible

exterior objects, storing the algorithm within a pattern recognition system and
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6)

object.

24.

applying the pattern recognition algorithm using the electronic signal as input to

obtain the identification of the exterior object; and

afl‘ecting the system in the vehicle in response to the identification of the exterior

A method for monitoring an interior of a motor vehicle having an interior

passenger compartment containing at least one occupying item, comprising the steps of:

a)

b)

d)

illuminating a portion of said vehicle interior passenger compartment with

electromagnetic radiation in which said at least one occupying item is likely

situated;

receiving electromagnetic illumination reflected from said at least one occupying

item in said vehicle interior passenger compartment on an array;

processing said received illumination and generating an electronic signal

characteristic of said at least one occupying item in said passenger compartment

based thereon;

processing the electronic signal based on the received illumination from said at

least one occupying item to provide an identification of said at least one occupying

item, said processing step comprising the steps of generating a pattern recognition

algorithm from data of possible occupying items and patterns of received

electromagnetic illumination from the possible occupying items, storing the

algorithm within a pattern recognition system and applying the pattern recognition

150
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algorithm using the electronic signal as input to obtain the identification of the at

least one occupying item; and

e) affecting another system in said vehicle in response to the identification of said at

least one occupying item.

25. The system of claim 1, wherein said receiver means comprise a CCD array.

Y) 6 m , ,Ky 26. The system of claim 10, wherein said reception means comprise a CCD array.

2'7. The invention in accordance With claim 16, wherein said reception means comprise

a CCD array.

Reconsideration ofthe present application, as amended, is respectfully requested.

Claims 1-18 and new claims 21-27 are presently active in this application, claims 19 and

20 having been canceled.

k I. Reiection of Claims 1-9

A description of the embodiments set forth in claims 1-9 is provided in the amendment

dated January 2, 1997.

Independent claim 1 has now been amended to include subject matter previously set forth

in claim 19. As such, claim 1 specifies that the categorization and identification means comprise

trained pattem recognition means for processing the electronic signal based on the received

illumination from the occupying item to provide an identification of the occupying item based
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thereon and that the pattern recognition means are structured and arranged to “apply a pattern

recognition algorithm generated from data of possible occupying items of the vehicle and patterns

of received electromagnetic illumination from the possible occupying items.” The data of possible

occupying items and patterns of receiving illumination therefrom constitute a training set for the

algorithm and which is created and stored within the: pattern recognition means.

This aspect is described in detail in the specification, e.g.,'at page 5, lines 19-21, “A

trained pattern recognition system as used herein means a pattern recognition system which is

taught various patterns by subjecting the system to a variety of examples.” Also, at page 30, a

description of the training of the computer programs used in the trained pattern recognition means

is provided, i.e., the computer programs are trained using a set of representative data collected

during a training phase. Reference is also made to the definition of “identify” in this application

which is set forth on page 6, lines 1-5.

Thus, by describing the pattern recognition means as “trained” and the specification of the

algorithm as being generated from data of possible occupying items and patterns of received

illumination therefrom, applicants are expressly intending a system which is based on pre-obtained

data relating to possible electronic signals (representative of the received illumination) and

possible objects in the passenger compartment. The categorization and identification means are

thus provided prior to installation with data of patterns of electromagnetic illumination

corresponding to possible occupying items of the vehicle and then applied during practice to

provide the identity of the occupying item(s) upon receipt of an electronic signal generated by the

processor means from the pattern of electromagnetic illumination received by the receiver means.

The receiver means preferably comprise a CCD array (new claim 25).
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None of the prior art references expressly teach or suggest this feature and do not even

remotely allude to the possibility of creating an algorithm from data of possible occupying items in

the passenger compartment and patterns of received illumination therefrom.

Claims 1, 2 and 5 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes

in view of Ando and Ishikawa (note that it appears that claim 19 was also rejected on this ground

although not explicitly stated). The Examiner takes the position that Ishikawa shows an

identification means comprising a trained pattern recognition means for applying a pattern

recognition algorithm.

The Examiner’s rejection is respectfully traversed in view of amended claim 1.

Mattes describes a system including transmitters and receivers for determining the

presence, position and/or velocity of an occupant relative to the passenger compartment.

Ando describes a system which recognizes an image and specifically ascertains the

position of the pupils and mouth of the occupant to enable movement of the pupils and mouth to

control electrical devices installed in the automobile. The system includes a camera 3 which takes

a picture of the occupant and applies algorithms based on pattern recognition techniques to

analyze the picture, converted into an electrical signal, to determine the position of certain

portions of the image, namely the pupils and mouth (Col. 1, line 64 to C01. 2, line 4).

Ishikawa describes an image analyzer which analyzes the position of driver. An infrared

light source illuminates the driver’s face, an image detector receives light from the face and then

determines the position of facial feature, e.g., the eyes in three dimensions, and thus determines

the position of driver in three dimensions. To this end, Ishikawa uses a pattern recognition

process which begins by converting pixels to either black or white based on intensity, conducting
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an analysis based on white area in order to find the largest contiguous white area and then the

center point of the maximum contiguous white area. In this manner, the driver’s height can be

readily derived and a heads up display is adjusted so information is within driver’s field of view

without blocking view. Also, the pattern recognition process can be applied to detect the eyes,

mouth, or nose of the driver based on the differentiation between the white and black areas.

In contrast to the claimed invention, Ishikawa does not use a “trained” pattern recognition

system in the sense that there is no training of the system using data relating to possible occupying

items of the passenger compartment and storing this data in the form, e.g., of an algorithm, in

association with the pattern of received illumination therefrom to enable the system to

subsequently identify occupying items based on the received illumination therefrom. Rather,

Ishikawa fiinctions so that each time the analyzer operates it simply performs a rote pattern

recognition computer program based on the image: received of the contents of the passenger

compartment at that instant and does not “apply a pattem recognition algorithm generated from

data of possible occupying items of the vehicle and patterns of received electromagnetic

illumination from the possible occupying items” as now set forth in claim 1.

In view of the absence of the disclosure of all of the features of independent claim 1 as

amended in Ando, Mattes and Ishikawa, one could not combine these references and arrive at the

claimed invention. Therefore, claim 1 should be allowable over the prior art of record.

Claims 2 and 5 includes all of the features of independent claim 1 and for the same reasons

that claim 1 is allowable over the prior art of record, claims 2 and 5 should also be allowable.

With particular respect to claim 2, the pattern recognition means of Ishikawa and Ando

are not structured and arranged to process the electronic signal “into a positional categorization

11
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of said signal characteristic of the position of the occupant based on data corresponding to

patterns of received electromagnetic illumination stored within said pattern recognition means and

associated with occupants of the vehicle in different positions.” It is thus pointed out that the

position of the occupant is not determined so much as from the electronic signal directly, as in

Mattes, but indirectly through the pattern recognition means trained to detect occupants in

different positions (See page 32, lines 1-4 of the specification).

With respect to claim 5, the pattern recognition means of Ishikawa and Ando are not

structured and arranged to process the electronic signal “into a head-positional categorization of

said signal characteristic of the position of the occupant’s head based on data corresponding to

patterns of received electromagnetic illumination stored within said pattern recognition means and

associated with the head of occupants of the vehicle in different positions” whereby the trained

pattern recognition means comprises means to categorize the motion of the occupant’s head m

time.

Claim 3 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in view of

Ando, Ishikawa and Fujita. Claims 4 and 6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Mattes in view of Ando, Ishikawa and White. Claim 7 was rejected under 35

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in view of Ando, Ishikawa and Taylor. Claim 8

was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in View of Ando,

Ishikawa and Gorman. Claim 9 was rejected under ‘35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Mattes in view of Ando, Ishikawa and Mazur.

Claims 3, 4 and 6-9 include all of the features of claim 1 and for the same reasons that

claim 1 is allowable over the prior art of record, these claims should also be allowable. In any

12
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event, none of these secondary references, viz., Fujita, White, Taylor, German and Mazur,

disclose categorization and identification means which comprise trained pattern recognition means

which “apply a pattern recognition algorithm generated from data of possible occupying items of

the vehicle and patterns of received electromagnetic illumination from the possible occupying

items” as now set forth in claim 1 and therefore do not overcome the deficiencies of the

combination ofAndo, Mattes and Ishikawa.

2. Reiection of Claims 10-15

A description of the embodiments set forth in claims 10-15 is provided in the amendment

dated January 2, 1997.

Independent claim 10 has now been amended to include subject matter previously set forth

in claim 20. As such, claim 10 specifies that the categorization means comprise mg pattern

recognition means for processing the electronic signal based on the received illumination from the

exterior object to provide an identification of the: exterior object based thereon and that the

pattern recognition means are structured and arranged to “apply a pattern recognition algorithm

generated from data of possible exterior objects and patterns of received electromagnetic

illumination from the possible exterior objects.” Further, the output means affect another system

in the vehicle in response to the identification of the exterior object. The data of possible exterior

objects and patterns of receiving illumination therefrom constitute a training set for the algorithm

and which is created and stored within the pattern recognition means. This aspect is described in

the specification, e. g, at page 35, lines 19-21.

13

156



                

                

        

             

    

            

              

              

            

             

                   

                

             

               

                 

                 

              

              

             

             

             

 

157

None of the prior art references expressly teach or suggest this feature and do not even

remotely allude to the possibility of creating an algorithm from data of possible exterior objects of

the vehicle and patterns of received illumination therefrom.

Claims 10-13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masamori

in view of Suzuki.

The Examiner’s rejection is respectfully traversed in view of amended claim 10.

Masamori describes a system which is based on radar, specifically it is a collision

avoidance system aimed at detecting vehicles which are at some distance from the vehicle.

Suzuki describes a vehicle tracking control for continuously detecting the distance and

direction to a preceding vehicle irrespective of background dark/light distribution. In this system,

every vehicle must have a light on its rear that emits a constant or time varying signal and the

invention then uses two photoelectric sensors that zero in on the light emitted from the preceding

vehicle and thereby determine both the distance and angular position of the preceding vehicle.

In contrast to the claimed invention, Masamori and Suzuki do not use a “trained” pattern

recognition system in the sense that there is no training of the system using data relating to

possible exterior objects relative to the vehicle and storing this data in the form, e.g., of an

algorithm, in association with the pattern of received illumination therefrom to enable the system

to subsequently identify the object based on the received illumination. As such, Masamori and

Suzuki do not disclose structure which applies a pattern recognition algorithm generated from

data of possible objects exterior of the vehicle and patterns of received electromagnetic

illumination from the possible exterior objects as now set forth in claim 10.

14
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In View of the absence of the disclosure of all of the features in independent claim 10 in

Masamori and Suzuki, one could not combine these references and arrive at the claimed

invention. Therefore, claim 10 should be allowable over the prior art of record.

Claims 11—13 includes all of the features of independent claim 10 and for the same reasons

that claim 10 is allowable over the prior art of record, claims 11-13 should also be allowable.

Claim 14 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masamori in

view of Suzuki and Warner. Claim 15 was rejected under 35 U.S.Cl 103 (a) as being unpatentable

over Masamori in View of Suzuki and Morrison (note that it appears that claim 20 was also

rejected on this ground although not explicitly stated).

Claims 14 and 15 include all of the features of claim 10 and for the same reasons that

claim 10 is allowable over the prior art of record, these claims should also be allowable. In any

event, Warner and Morrison do not disclose structure which applies a pattern recognition

algorithm generated from data of possible objects exterior of the vehicle and patterns of received

electromagnetic illumination from the possible exterior objects and therefore do not overcome the

deficiencies of the combination ofMasamori and Suzuki.

3. Rejection of Claims 16-18

A description of the embodiments set forth in claims 16-18 is provided in the amendment

dated January 2, 1997.

Independent claim 16 has now been amended to recite that the categorization means

comprise trained pattern recognition means for processing an electronic signal based on received

radiation to provide an identification of the source of the radiation based thereon and that the

pattern recognition means are structured and arranged to “apply a pattern recognition algorithm

15
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generated from data of possible sources of radiation including lights of vehicles and patterns of

received radiation from the possible sources.” Further, the output means dim the headlights in the

vehicle in response to the identification of the source of the radiation. This aspect is described in

the specification, e.g., at page 36, line 18 to page 37, line 12 with reference to Fig. 8.

None of the prior art references expressly teach or suggest this feature and do not even

remotely disclose the possibility of creating an algorithm from data of possible sources of

radiation exterior of the vehicle and patterns of received radiation therefrom.

Claims 16 and 17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Bechtel in View of Suzuki.

The Examiner’s rejection is respectfiilly traversed in view ofamended claim 16.

Bechtel describes a system which uses colored mirrors to separate colors. Suzuki is

described above.

In contrast to the claimed invention, Bechtel and Suzuki do not use a “trained” pattern

recognition system in the sense that there is no training of the system using data relating to

possible sources of radiation from the exterior of the vehicle and storing this data in the form,

e.g., of an algorithm, in association with the pattern of received radiation therefrom to enable the

system to subsequently identity the source of the radiation based on the received radiation. As

such, Bechtel and Suzuki do not disclose structure which applies a pattern recognition algorithm

generated from data of possible sources of radiation and patterns of received electromagnetic

radiation therefrom as now set forth in claim 16.

16
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In view of the absence of the disclosure of all of the features in independent claim 16 in

Bechtel and Suzuki, one could not combine these references and arrive at the claimed invention.

Therefore, claim 16 should be allowable over the prior art of record.

Claim 17 includes all of the features of independent claim 16 and for the same reasons that

claim 16 is allowable over the prior art of record, claim 17 should also be allowable.

Claim 18 was rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bechtel in view

of Suzuki and Morrison.

Claim 18 includes all of the features of claim 16 and for the same reasons that claim 16 is

allowable over the prior art of record, claim 18 should also be allowable. In any event, Morrison

do not disclose structure which applies a pattern recognition algorithm generated from data of

possible sources of radiation and patterns of received electromagnetic radiation therefrom and

therefore does not overcome the deficiencies ofthe combination ofBechtel and Suzuki.

In view of the changes made to the claims and the arguments presented above, it is

respectfiilly submitted that the Examiner’s rejections have been overcome and that the present

application is now in condition for allowance.

4. New Claims 21—24

Claims 21 and 22 are directed to an embodiment of the interior monitoring system wherein

the processor means coupled to the receiver means process the received illumination therefrom

and generate an electronic signal characteristic of the “form of said at least one occupying item in

said passenger compartment based thereon”. This aspect is disclosed in the specification by way

of reference to using the pattern recognition techniques to determine whether the object in the

passenger compartment is an occupant or a bag ofgroceries (page 30, lines 9—10).

17
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Claim 23 is directed to a method for affecting a system in a vehicle based on an object

exterior of the vehicle and is comparable to the subject matter of claim 10. As such, claim 23

should be considered in this application.

Claim 24 is directed to a method for monitoring an interior of a motor vehicle having an

interior passenger compartment containing at least one occupying item comparable to the subject

matter of claim 1. As such, claim 24 should be considered in this application.

Claims 25-27 are directed to the feature of the receiver means (claim 25) or reception

means (claims 26 and 27) comprising a CCD array, which was removed from the independent

claims.

An early and favorable action on the merits is earnestly solicited.

FOR THE APPLICANT

Respytfully sub ' te ,I ‘

/1%
Brian Rofl‘e

Reg. No. 35,336

Brian Rofl‘e

376 Yale Avenue

Woodmere, New York 11598

Enc.

Check for $175.00
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent: and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

Washington. DC. 20231

SERIAL NUMBER FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOI-‘I _ATTORNEYDOCKET NO.

 
 

  
one MAILEB‘? / :3. '5? /

This is a communication from the examiner in charge of your application.
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

[I This application has been examined MResponsIve to communication filed on 0/[ >0 z 2 :2 D This action is made final.
A shortened stall-now Period tor response to this action Is set to expire4.3 month(s). days from the date of this letter.
Fallore to respond within the period tor response will cause the application to become abandoned. 35 U.S.C. 133

Part I THE FOLLOWING ATTACHMENTS) ARE PART OF THIS AC'HON:

1. B Notice of References Cited by Examiner. PTO-892. 2. [3 Notice of Draftsman's Patent Drawing Review. PT0948.3. Notice of Art Cited by Applicant. PTO-1449. 4. D Notice of Informal Patent ApMication. PTO-152.
e. E]5. D Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes. PTO-1474.

Part II SUMMARY OF ACTION

. / .——- Z,
1. fiClaims / Z 67/ 21 2 are pending In the application.

01 the above. claims are withdrawn from consideration.

2. D Claims have been cancelled.

3. D Claims are allowed.

tfiaalms (IF / y g )4 ,_ 2’2 are rejected.

5. I] Claims are objected to.

6. D Clalms___________—_____ are subject to restriction or election requirement.

7. D This application has been filed with informal drawings under 37 C.F.FI. 1.85 which are aweptable for examination purposes.

8. D Formal drawings are required in response to this Otfice action.

9. D The corrected or substitute drawings have been received on ' . Under 37 C.F.R. 1.84 these drawings
are E] aweptable; Dnot acceptable (see explanation or Notice of Drattsman's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-946).

10. E] The proposed additional or substitute sheet(s) of drawings, filed on . has (have) been Dapproved by the
examiner: Ddlsapproved by the examiner (see explanation).

11. D The proposed drawing correction, tiled has been Dapproved; CI disapproved (see explanation).

12. D Acknowledgement is made oi the claim for priority under 35 use. 119. The certified copy has D been received El not been received
D been filed In parent application, serial no. _ ; tiled on

 

13. D Since this application apppears to be In condition for allowanw except for tunnel matters. prosecution as to the merits Is closed In
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 0.6. 213.

“.me

EXAMINER'S ACTION
"N .w ’3“ 9M‘
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Serial Number: 08/474786 Page 2

Art Unit:

1. This office action is in response to the amendment filed June 20, 1997.

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, US. Code not included in this action can be found

in a prior Office action.

3. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes in View of

Ishikawa.

Mattes discloses an interior passenger compartment containing a passive restraint system

and at least one occupying item having surfacesin a motor vehicle, (lines 6-10 and 18-20 of

column 1 and item 35 in Fig.2 shows an occupying item having surfaces) . The monitoring system

comprises: illumination means for illuminating a portion of the vehicle interior with

electromagnetic radiation in which the occupying item is likely situated, (lines 13-42 of column 4,

and Fig. 2); receiver means to receive the electromagnetic illumination reflected from the

surfaces, (lines 13-42 ofcolumn 4); processor means to generate an electronic signal

characteristic of the surfaces, (lines 13-16 of column 4, determining a position is within the

meaning of determining characteristics); and output means to affect another system in the vehicle

in response to the identification of the occupying item, (lines 17-26 of column 1).

Mattes does not explicitly show an identification means comprising trained pattern

recognition means for applying a pattern recognition algorithm. Ishikawa discloses an image

analyzer inside of a vehicle, (refer to the abstract). Ishikawa shows an identification means

comprising a trained pattern recognition means for applying a pattern recognition algorithm, (refer

to Fig. 9).
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Serial Number: 08/474786 Page 3

Art Unit:

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention

was made to include an identification means comprising trained pattern recognition means for

applying a pattern recognition algorithm in the invention ofMattes because the identification

means cauld help accurately determine where the person is in the vehicle. In addition, both the

inventions ofMattes and Ishikawa deal with sensors inside vehicles.

4. The non-statutory double patenting rejection, whether of the obviousness-type or non—

obviousness-type, is based on a judicially created doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy

reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or improper timewise extension of the

"right to exclude" granted by a patent. In re Ihorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA

1969); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); In re Van Omum, 686

F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1932); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir.

1985); and In re Goodman, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993).

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(b) and © may be used

to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a non-statutory double patenting ground

provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly owned with this

application. See 37 CFR 1.78(d).

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal

disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 3.73 (b).

Claims 1-18 and 21-27 are provisionally rejected under the judicially created doctrine of

obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-4, 7-17, 21 and 22 of

copending Application No. 08/474,782. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are

not patentably distinct from each other because only difference between the claimed invention and

the (38/474,782 is that 08/474,782 recites means for measuring the distance of at least one

occupying item from the receiver means wherein the present invention recites means for

measuring the distance from the exterior object to the vehicle. Both application claims means for

164
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Serial Number: 08/474786 Page 4

Art Unit:

means for measuring, whether the actual measurement is from A to B or C to D is deemed to be a

matter of design choice and they are deemed to be patentably distinctive.

This is a provisional obviousness-type double: patenting rejection because the conflicting

claims have not in fact been patented.

5 Anyinquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner

should be directed to Yon J Couso whose telephone number15 (703) 305-4779 The examiner can

normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30am to 6: 00pm

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner’s supervisor,

Mike Razavi, can be reached on (703) 305-4713. The fax phone number for this Group is (703)
3 08-53 97.

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding

should be directed to the Group receptionist Whose telephone number is (703) 305-3 900.

6%“)YON COUSO C
PRIMARY EXAMINER

GROUP 2600

yic

September 24, 1997
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 «'3 ATI-95

Maggi: UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Ex: Y. Couso Art Unit 2616

In re Application of: David S. Breed et a1,

For: OPTICAL IDENTIFICATION AND

MONITORING SYSTEM:

Filed: June 7, 1995

Serial No: 08/474,786/

TERMINAL DISCLAIMER

Assistant Commissioner ofPatents

Washington, DC. 2023!

Sir: ,//'

The undersigned is an atto’ritey of record for the above-referenced application.

The owner, Automotive Technologies lntemational, Inc. o£-'IOO%Jpercent interest

in the instant application hereby disclaims, except as provided below, the terminal part of

the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application, which would extend/

beyond the expiration date of the full statutory term defined in 35 U.S.C. 154 to 156 and

173, as presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer, of any patent granted on US.

patent application Serial No. 08.thch application is also owned in its entirety

by Automotive Technologies International, Inc.

The owner hereby agrees that any patent so granted on the instant application

shall be enforceable only” for and during such period that it and any patent granted on

US patent application Serial No. 08/474,782 are.60m/n1()nly owned.
/.’
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This agreement runs with any patent ted on the instant application and is

binding upon the grantee, its successprs/or assigns.

In making the above disclaimer, the owner does not disclaim the terminal part of

any patent granted on the instant application that would extend to the expiration date of

the hall statutory term as defined in 35 U.S.C. 154 to 156 and 173 of any patent granted

on US. patent application Serial No. 08/474,782, as presently shortened by any terminal

disclaimer, in the event that it later: expires for failure to pay a maintenance fee, is held

unenforceable, is found invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, is statutorily

disclaimed in whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321, has all claims

cancelled by a reexamination certificate, is reissued, or is in any manner terminated prior

to the expiration of its fiJll statutory term as presently shortened by any terminal

disclaimer.

The fee of $55.00 for submission of a Terminal Disclaimer, applicants having

qualified for small entity status, should be charged to Deposit Account No. 50=-0266. A

duplicate copy ofthese sheets is enclosed.

  
Signature ate 
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ME UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIS;E

Ex.: Y. Couso Art Unit 2616

In re Application of: David S. Breed et al.

For: OPTICAL IDENTIFICATION AND

MONITORING SYSTEM:

Filed: June 7, 1995

Serial No.: 08/474,786

AMENDMENT

Assistant Commissioner ofPatents December 22, 1997

Washington, DC. 20231

In response to the Office Action dated September 29, 1997, please amend the above-

identified application as follows.

I hereby certify that this correspondence and/or fee

is being deposited with the United States Postal Service
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to “Assistant

Commissioner ofPatents, Washington, DC. 20231” on
DECEMBER 22 199 1

Brian Rofl'e, Esq. '
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IN THE CLAINI§:

Please amend claim 21 as follows.

21.
(Amended) In a motor vehicle having an interior passenger compartment

containing at least one occupying item, an interior monitoring system comprising:

a)

b)

d)

illumination means for illuminating a portion of said vehicle interior passenger

compartment with electromagnetic radiation in which said at least one occupying

item is likely situated;

receiver means for receiving electromagnetic illumination reflected from said at

least one occupying item in said vehicle interior passenger compartment;

processor means coupled to said receiver means for processing said received

illumination and generating an electronic signal characteristic of the form of said at

least one occupying item in said passenger compartment based thereon;

categorization and identification means coupled to said processor means for

categorizing said electronic signal to thereby identify said at least one occupying

item based on the form of said at least one occupying item, said categorization and

identification means comprising trained pattern recognition means for applying a

pattern recognition algorithm; and

output means coupled to said categorization and identification means for afi‘ecting

another system in said vehicle in response to the identification of said at least one

occupying item based on the form of said at least one occupying item. 
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REMARKS

Reconsideration of the present application, as amended, is respectfully requested.

Initially, reference is made to a telephone conference with Examiner Couso on December

18, 1997 in which the Examiner advised the undersigned to submit a formal amendment and that

thereafter, the Examiner would contact the undersigned to discuss the case. Accordingly, upon

the Examiner’s review of this amendment, the Examiner is respectfially requested to contact the

undersigned to discuss the same.

Claims 1-18 and 21-27 are presently active in this application, claims 19 and 20 having

been canceled.

Claims 1-18 and 21-27 were rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-

type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-4, 7-17, 21 and 22 of co-pending US.

patent application Serial No. 08/474,782.

Although applicants do not agree with the grounds for the obviousness—type double

patenting rejection, submitted herewith is a Terminal Disclaimer disclaiming the terminal part of

any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the term of any patent granted

on co-pending US. patent application Serial No. 08/474,782, along with the appropriate fee for

submission of a Terminal Disclaimer. In view of the submission of the Terminal Disclaimer, and

the absence of any prior art rejection of claims 1—1 8 and 22-27, these claims should now be

allowable. Confirmation of the allowability of claims 1-18 and 22—27 is respectfully requested.

Claim 21 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Mattes et al. in

View of lshikawa et al.
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Claim 21 is directed to an embodiment of an interior monitoring system for one or more

occupying items in accordance with the invention which includes processor means coupled to

receiver means for processing received illumination therefrom and generating an electronic signal

characteristic of the “ arm ofsaid at least one occupying item in said passenger compartment

based thereon” (emphasis added). This aspect is disclosed in the specification with reference to

using the pattern recognition techniques to determine whether the occupying item in the passenger

compartment is an occupant or a bag of groceries (page 30, lines 9-10). The interior monitoring

system also includes categorization and identification means coupled to the processor means for

“categorizing said electronic signal to thereby identify said at least one occupying item based on

theform ofsaid at least one occupying item” (emphasis added). The electronic signal will

depend on the exact form of the occupying item, and since, e.g, a bag ofgroceries will

undoubtedly have a different form than an occupant, a different electronic signal will be generated

for the occupant than for the bag of groceries. This difference in the electronic signal enables the

categorization and identification means to identify the occupying item based on the form thereof.

It is essential to appreciate the fact that the applicants’ invention entails utilizing processor

means for processing electromagnetic radiation received by receiver means into an electronic

signal characteristic of the form of an occupying item in order to enable another system in the

vehicle to be afi‘ected by the identification of the occupying item based on its particular form. In

other words, the system in the vehicle will be directed to operate differently depending on the

form of the occupying item which is reflected in different patterns of illumination received by the

receiver means, i.e., the illumination received by the receiver means will be different for occupying

items having different forms. For example, if the occupying item is an adult occupant, the system
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in the vehicle may be an airbag which will be enabled to deploy in the event of a crash, whereas if

the occupying item is a rear-facing child seat, the airbag will be prevented from deploying in the

event of a crash. Thus, in this claimed embodiment, the form ofthe occupying item is integrated

into the interior monitoring system by means of the processor means which process the received

electromagnetic radiation into the electronic signal characteristic of the form of the occupying

item. The “form” of the occupying item is defined in its usual dictionary definition as the “shape

or outline of anything”.

None of the prior art references cited by the Examiner teach or suggest the claimed

invention.

The Examiner stated that Mattes et al. discloses an interior passenger monitoring system

including “processor means to generate an electronic signal characteristic of the surfaces, (lines

13-16 of column 4, determining a position is within the meaning of determining characteristics)”.

Mattes et al. describes an apparatus for determining the presence, position and/or velocity

of an occupant of a motor vehicle and actuating a safety device to protect the occupant based on

the measured acceleration of the vehicle and the determined position and/or velocity of the

occupant. To this end, the apparatus ofMattes et al. includes sensors 82, 32, 33 which, e. g.,

transmit and receive ultrasonic waves, and based on the received ultrasonic waves, is able to

determine the position and/or velocity of the occupant (“The position sensor 82 serves to

determine the position of the motor vehicle occupant 35 and/or to determine the velocity of the

motor vehicle occupant 35 relative to the passenger cabin of the vehicle...” (col. 3, lines 52-55);

“With these types of sensors, the presence, the position, and/or the velocity of motion of the

motor vehicle occupant 35 relative to the passenger cabin can be quickly determined.” (col. 4,
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lines 38-41)). Thus, based on the received ultrasonic waves, Mattes et al. at most only determines

the position and velocity of the occupant.

In contrast to the claimed invention, Mattes et al. does not utilize the fem of an

occupying item of the passenger compartment of the vehicle as reflected in the waves received by

the sensors S2, which may or may not be a human occupant, in any manner whatsoever. Rather,

only the position and velocity of the occupant are determined from the waves received by the

sensor 82 and utilized in the system described therein. Accordingly, Mattes et a1. does not include

processor means for processing the received illumination and generating an electronic signal

characteristic of the form ofthe occupying item, and categorization and identification means for

categorizing the electronic signal to thereby identify the occupying item based on the form

thereof, as set forth in claim 21.

Ishikawa et al also does not base the system described therein on the form of the

occupying item of the passenger compartment.

In view of the absence of the all of the features of independent claim 21, as amended, in

Mattes et a1. and Ishikawa et al,, one could not combine these references and arrive at the claimed

invention. Therefore, claim 21 should be allowable over the prior art of record.

Lastly, it is pointed out that although a CCD array is included as an element in some of the

claims in this application, other devices which perform substantially the same fianction may also be

used in accordance with the invention without deviating from the scope and spirit thereof. For

example, a recently developed CMOS device performs nearly the same as a CCD and for the

purposes of this patent application, it is equivalent thereto.

175



           

  
   

    
   

   

    

 
  

   

 

176

An early and favorable action on the merits is earnestly solicited.

FOR THE APPLICANTS

Respect” ly submitt ,
. / ‘

“4%?
Brian Roffe

Reg. No. 35,133

Brian Rofl‘e

376 Yale Avenue

Woodmere, New York 11598

(516) 569-3664/(516) 569—2788
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Drag-.731, a"

FAX RECEIVED

BRIAN ROFFE, ESQ. Ute-,1 5 1997
376 YALE AVENUE

WOODMERE, NEW YORK 11598-2051 GROUP 2600

Fax Cover Sheet

DATE: December 13, 1997 TIME:

TO: Examiner Y. Couso PHONE: (703) 305-4779

USPTO FAX: (703) 308-5397

FROM: Brian Rofl‘a PHONE: (516) 569-3664

FAX: (516) 569—2788

RE: US. Patent Application

Serial No. 08/474,786

David S. Breed et al.

OPTICAL IDENTIFICATION AND MONITORING SYSTEM

CC:

Number of pages Includlng cover sheet: [7]

Message

DO NOT ENTER-D0 NOT ENTER-PROPOSED AMENDMENT

AS PER MY MESSAGE, ATTACHED HERETO IS A PROPOSED AMENDMENT

FOR THE ABOVE-REFERENCED APPLICATION. I WILL CALL ON MONDAY,

DECEMBER IS, 1997 TO ARRANGE A SUITABLE TIME TO DISCUSS THIS

CASE.

BRIAN ROFFE.

DO NOT ENTER-DO NOT ENTER-PROPOSED AMENDMENT
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FAX Rt-N‘EIVED ,.
29450 15 1997 DEA?“ 5'

GROUP 2600 ATI-95

 

Ex.: Y. Couso Art Unit 2616

In re Application of: David 8. Breed et al.

For: OPTICAL IDENTIFICATION AND

MONITORING SYSTEM:

Filed: June 7, 1995

Serial No.: 08/474,786

W

Assistant Commissioner ofPatents December , 1997
Washington, DC. 20231

In response to the Office Action dated September 29, 1997, please amend the above-

identified application as follows.
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12/14/1997 88:46

IN

15165592798 BRIAN RDFFE PAGE 83

LAIM:

Please amend claim 21 as follows,

21. (Amended) In a motor vehicle having an interior passenger compartment

containing at least one occupying item, an interior monitoring system comprising:

a)

b)

d)

illumination means for illuminating a portion of said vehicle interior passenger

compartment with electromagnetic radiation in which said at least one occupying

item is likely situated;

receiver means for receiving electromagnetic illumination reflected from said at

least one occupying item in said vehicle interior passenger compartment;

processor means coupled to said receiver means for processing said received

illumination and generating an electronic signal characteristic of the form of said at

least one occupying item in said passenger compartment based thereon;

categorization and identification means coupled to said processor means for

categorizing said electronic signal to thereby identify said at least one occupying

item based on the form of said at least one occupying item, said categorization and

identification means comprising trained pattern recognition means for applying a

pattem recognition algorithm; and

output means coupled to said categorization and identification means for affecting

another system in said vehicle in response to the identification of said at least one

occupying itemWt"514' at least one occupying item.
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REMARKS

Reconsideration of the present application, as amended, is respectfully requested.

Claims 1-18 and 21-27 are presently active in this application, claims 19 and 20 having

been canceled.

Claims 1-18 and 21-27 were rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-

type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-4, 7-17, 2] and 22 of co-pending US.

patent application Serial No, 08/474,782.

Although applicants do not agree with the grounds for the obviousness-type double

patenting rejection, submitted herewith is a Terminal Disclaimer disclaiming the terminal part of

any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the term of any patent granted

on co—pending US. patent application Serial No. 08/474,782, along with the appropriate fee for

submission of a Terminal Disclaimer. In view of the submission of the Terminal Disclaimer, and

the absence of any prior art rejection of claims 1-18 and 22-27, these claims should now be

allowable. Confirmation of the allowability of claims 1-18 and 22—27 is respectfirlly requested.

Claim 21 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattes et al. in

view of IshikaWa et a1.

Claim 21 is directed to an embodiment of an interior monitoring system for one or more

occupying items in accordance with the invention which includes processor means coupled to

receiver means for processing received illumination therefrom and generating an electronic signal

characteristic of the “form ofsaid at least one occupying item in said passenger compartment

based thereon" (emphasis added). This aspect is disclosed in the specification with reference to

using the pattern recognition techniques to determine whether the occupying item in the passenger
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compartment is an occupant or a bag ofgroceries (page 30, lines 9-10). The interior monitoring

system also includes categorization and identification means ecupled to the processor means for

“categorizing said electronic signal to thereby identify said at least one Occupying item based on

rheform ofsaid at least one occupying item" (emphasis added). The electronic signal will

depend on the exact form of the occupying item, and since, e.g.. a bag ofgroceries will

undoubtedly have a different form than an occupant, a different electronic signal will be generated

for the occupant than for the bag ofgroceries. This difi‘erence in the electronic signal enables the

categorization and identification means to identify the occupying item based on the form thereof.

It is essential to appreciate the fact that the applicants’ invention entails utilizing processor

means for processing electromagnetic radiation received by receiver means into an electronic

signal characteristic of the form of an occupying item in order to enable another system in the

vehicle to be afi‘ected by the identification of the occupying item based on its particular form. In

other words, the system in the vehicle will be directed to operate differently depending on the

form ofthe occupying item which is reflected in different patterns of illumination received by the

receiver means, i.e., the illumination received by the receiver means will be different for occupying

items having different forms. For example, if the occupying item is an adult occupant, the system

in the vehicle may be an airbag which will be enabled to deploy in the event of a crash, whereas if

the occupying item is a rear-facing child seat, the airbag will be prevented from deploying in the

event of a crash. Thus, in this claimed embodiment, the form of the occupying item is integrated

into the interior monitoring system by means of the processor means which process the received

electromagnetic radiation into the electronic signal characteristic of the form of the occupying
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item. The “form" of the occupying item is defined in its usual dictionary definition as the “shape

or outline of anything”.

None of the prior art references cited by the Examiner teach or suggest the claimed

invention.

The Examiner stated that Mattes at al. discloses an interior passenger monitoring system

including “processor means to generate an electronic signal characteristic of the surfaces, (lines

13-16 ofcolumn 4, determining a position is within the meaning of determining characteristics)”.

Mattes et al. describes an apparatus for determining the presence, position and/or velocity

of an occupant of a motor vehicle and actuating a safety device to protect the occupant based on

the measured acceleration of the vehicle and the determined position and/or velocity of the

occupant. To this end, the apparatus ofMattes et al. includes sensors 82, 32, 33 which, e_g.,

transmit and receive ultrasonic waves, and based on the received ultrasonic waves, is able to

determine the position and/or velocity of the occupant (“The position sensor 82 serves to

determine the position of the motor vehicle occupant 35 and/or to determine the velocity of the

motor vehicle occupant 35 relative to the passenger cabin of the vehicle. . . " (col. 3, lines 52-55);

“With these types of sensors, the presence, the position, and/or the velocity ofmotion of the

motor vehicle occupant 35 relative to the passenger cabin can be quickly determined." (col. 4,

lines 38-41)). Thus, based on the received ultrasonic waves, Mattes et al. at most only determines

the milieumdxdasituflhamm

In contrast to the claimed invention, Mattes et a]. does not utilize the than ofan

occupying item of the passenger compartment of the vehicle as reflected in the waves received by

the sensors 82, which may or may not be a human occupant, in any manner whatsoever. Rather,
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only the position and velocity of the occupant are determined from the waves received by the

sensor 52 and utilized in the system described therein. Accordingly, Mattes et a1. does not include

processor means for processing the received illumination and generating an electronic signal

characteristic of the form of the occupying item, and categorization and identification means for

categorizing the electronic signal to thereby identify the occupying item based on the form

thereof, as set forth in claim 21.

Ishiltawa et a1 also does not base the system described therein on the form ofthe

occupying item ofthe passenger compartment.

In view of the absence of the all of the features of independent claim 21, as amended, in

Manes et al. and Ishikawa et 211., one could not combine these references and arrive at the claimed

invention Therefore, claim 21 should be allowable over the prior art of record.

Lastly, it is pointed out that although a CCD array is included as an element in some ofthe

claims in this application, other devices which perform substantially the same function may also be

used in accordance with the invention without deviating from the scope and spirit thereof. For

example, a recently developed CMOS device performs nearly the same as a CCD and for the

purposes of this patent application, it is equivalent thereto.

An early and favorable action on the merits is earnestly solicited.

FOR THE APPLICANTS

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Rofi‘e

Reg. No. 35,336
Brian Rofi‘e

376 Yale Avenue

Woodmere, New York 11598

(516) 569-3664/(516) 569-2788
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HOW TO RESPOND TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:
current SMALL ENTITY status:

A. If the status is changed, pay twice the amount of the

FEE DUE shown above and notify the Patent and

Trademark Office of the change in status, or
B. lithe status is the same, pay the FEE DUE shown

above.

A. Pay FEE DUE shown above, or

B. File verified statement of Small Entity Status before, or with,

payment of 1/2 the FEE DUE shown above.

II. Part B-lssue Fee Transmittal should be completed and returned to the Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) with your

ISSUE FEE. Even if the ISSUE FEE has already been paid by charge to deposit account, Part B Issue Fee Transmittal
should be completed and returned. If you are charging the ISSUE FEE to your deposit account, section “4b" of Part

B-lssue Fee Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted.

Hi. All communications regarding this application must give application number and batch number.

Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents Issuing an applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance lees. it is patentee's responsibility to ensure‘tlmely payment of maintenance
fees when due.

PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE COPY _’ .
’ " nusoovmuarr PINTING OFFICE immunezm
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“that PART B—ISSUE FEE TnAnsunTAI.
Complete and mail this form. together with or Me tees, to: Box ISSUE FEE

Assistant Commissioner tor Patents

Washington, o.c. 20231

MAILING INSTRUCTIONS: This torrn should be used tor transmitting the ISSUEAFEE. Blocks 1 Note: The certificate 0' "WW below can only be used tor domestic
through 4 should be completed where appropriate. All further correspondence inciuoIng the Issue Fee maI‘Ii ot the Issue Fee Transmittal. This certificate camel be used
Receipt. the Patent. advance orders and notification of maintenance tees will be mailed to the current '0,amflnmmpanymg papers. Each mfiow pap“. such as an
correspondence address as indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1. by (a) assignment oriormal drawing, must have its own certificate at "mung.
specrty‘‘ a new correspondence address: and/or b indicatin a se rate “FEE ADDRESS" for

"'9 ( ) 9 pa Certificate at Mailingmaintenance fee notifications.

cunnEm CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS iNota: Legibry mark-up warn any corrections or unwit- I hereby certify that this Issue Fee Transmittal Is being deposited with> the United States Postal Service with stlficient postage for first class
rnalllnanenvetopeaddresaedtotheBoxlssueFeeaddressaboveon

 

 BRIAN RCIFFEI “wemicambem

37E YALE AVENUE -.e

LIIIZJITJIIIIMETR'E NY 119223—2051 '1‘. Brian Roffe (Warsaw)

/ /’ j" r . " (Signaiurei
\~ " May 19,1998 (m,
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nnaor IJPTICRL IDENTIFICATION AND MONITORING SYSTEM USING PATTERN
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ATTY‘S DOCKET NO. CLASS-SUBCLASS BATCH NO. APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY m DATE DUE
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1. Change at correspondence address or Indication oi " Fee Address' (37 CPR 1.363). 2. For printing on the patent from page. list
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ettomeye or agents OR, alternativeiy, (2)

DChange of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence Addresstorm the name 0‘ a 51"” firm (havlno 85 B
PTO/$81122) attached. member a registered attorney or agent) 2and the names oi up to 2 registered patent
E] "Fee Address" indication (or 'Fee Address' Imam lorrn PTO/SW47) attached. attorneys or agents. II no name is listed, no
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3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or M36) 48. The following fees are enclosed (make check payable to Commissioner
PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is Identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. or Patents and Trademarxsy
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the PTO or is being submitted under separate cover. Completion at this term is NOT a subsititue tor ssue ee _
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Please check the appropriate assignee category indicated below wilt not be printed on the patent)
$ Issue Fee
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The COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND/
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 NOTE; The Issue Fee will not be accept : trom anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney
or agent; or the assignee or other party in interest as shown by the records oi the Patent and
Trademark Oflice.

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 hours to complete. TIme wil vary
depending on the needs oi the individual case. Any comments on the amount oi time required
to complete this Iorm should be sent to the Chief Information Oificer. Patent and Trademark
Office. Washington. DC. 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND FEES AND THIS FORM TO: Box Issue Fee. Assistant Commissioner for
Patents. Washington DC. 20231

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act ot 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection
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CD 9N NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE
 

 

DATED FEBRUARY 27, 1998

BATCH NO. B01

ATI-95

NITED STATE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFF] E

Examiner: Y. Couso Art Unit: 2723

Re: Application of: David S. BREED et al. fig
Serial NO: 08/474,786 '7 _ ‘7 ”i

0 Filed: June 7, 1995
ENE “sews?

99% Title: Put-fishing 0W” OPTICAL IDENTIFICATION AND
5m, '\ 41998 MONITORING SYSTEM USING

APR 2 PATTERN RECOGNITION FOR USE
WITH VEHICLES

1 1
SUBMISSION 0F FORMAL DRAWINGS

Assistant Commissioner for Patents April 22, 1998

Washington, DC. 20231

Sir:

Submitted herewith are twelve (12) pages of formal drawings for the above-referenced

application.

If this submission is untimely, then this should be considered a petition for extension under

37 CFR 1.116(a) and the requisite petition fee should be charged to Deposit Account No. 50-

Respectfully SWBI/ian Rofi‘e
Reg. No. 35,336

0266.

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope
addressed to “Assistant Commissioner for Patents,

Washington, DC. 20231” onAM
Brian Rolfe, Esq. ,

Elli—M
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FIG.2 
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RECEIVED

Publishing Division '75} /G/D Cg
W

  

APR 2 4 1998 NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE 7 _7_f
11 DATED FEBRUARY 27, 1998 X

BATCH N0. B01

,, , ”r “ ATI-95

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Examiner: Y. Couso Art Unit: 2723

Re: Application of: David S. BREED et a1.

Serial No: 08/474,786

RECENED Filed: June 7, 1995

JUL 1 ”98 Title: OPTICAL IDENTIFICATION AND
MONITORING SYSTEM USING

PATTERN RECOGNITION FOR USE

WITH VEHICLES

AMENDMENT PURSUANT TO 37 .F.R. 1.312 a

’ Assistant Commissioner for Patents April 22, 1998

Washington, DC. 20231

it: ~ ’ ' -‘ , ,1

.- (j 7 1:" /

Please amend the above-identified application as follows:

IN THE SPECIFICATlON:

Please amend the specification as follows.

In the “BriefDescription of the Drawings” section of the specification at page 18, between

lines 5 and 6, insert «FIG. 7A is a view ofthe section designaéd/A in FIG. 7.--.
Page 35, lines 2-3, afler “receivers 734 and 736”, insert --(FIG. 7A)--.

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope
addressed to “Assistant Commissioner for Patents,

Washington, DC. 20231” on April 22, 1998.
Brian Rofl‘e, E .

By:
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REMARKS.

A Notice of Allowance has been received in connection with the above-referenced

application and the issue fee has not yet been paid. The Notice of Allowance is dated Febmary

27, 1998, Batch No. B01.

Entry of this amendment is respectfully requested under 37 CPR 1.312.

The specification has been amended to refer to a new Fig. 7A, which is the enlarged View

shown in Fig. 7, in view of the fact that FIG. 7 as originally filed included two separate views. A

copy ofFIGS. 7 and 7A is also submitted herewith.

Respect submitted,

Bn/oe
Reg. No. 35,33

Brian Rofie

376 Yale Avenue

Woodmere, New York 11598-2051

(516) 569-3664
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if \ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
. , Patent: and Trademark Office

x Address: coo/immense or: PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS’1 Washington. no. 20231

 
W“ WE

2375. YALE AVENUE um-
WIL'HIIE'MERE NY 1 15".913 - 2‘05 1

m mama

/7/ 14/959.DATE MAILED:

Res onse to Rule 312

ommunlcation

[J The petition filed on under 37 CFR 1.312(b) is granted. The paper has been
fomarded to the examiner for consideration on the merits.

Director,

Patent Examining Group

M The amendment filed on E" 155 E a under 37 CFR 1.312 has been considered. and has been:

9? entered.
Cl entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention (Order 3311).

E] disapproved. See explanation below.

Cl entered in part. See explanation below.

VON couso

PRIMARY EXAMINER

FORM "CL-271 (REV. 1-98)
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"twat-rt INSIDE)

PTO UTILITY GRANT/l
Paper Numbot_______

The Commissioner of Patents

and Trademarks

Ha: receivedan applicationforapatentfora
new and useful invention. The title and de-

scription of the invention are enclosed The
requirements oflaw have been complied with,

and it has been determined that a patent on
the invention shall be granted under the law.

Therefore, this

United States Patent

Grant: to the personfs) having title to this
patent the right to exclude others from malt-
ing. using, afieringfor sale. or selling the in-

vention throughout the United States of
America or importing the invention into the

United States ofAmericafor the term setforth

below, subject to the payment ofmaintenance
fee: as provided by law.

If this application was filed prior to June 8,
I995, the term of this patent is the longer of
seventeen yearsfrom the date ofgrant ofthis
patent or twenty yearst the earliest efl'ec-

tive U.S. filing date of the application, sub-
ject to any statutory extension.

if this application was filed on or after June
8. I995. the term ofthis patent is twenty years

from the US. filing date, subject to an statu-

tory extension. If the application contains a

specific reference to an earlierfiled applica-
tion or applications under 35 US. C. I 20, 12]

or 365k), the term ofthepatent is twentyyears
from the date on which the earliest applica~
tion wasfiled. subject to any StatutOry exten-

“new
Commissioner ofPatents and Trademarks

All“ W3 V- flit/W4
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PATENT APPLICATION SERIAL N0. 08/474786

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

FEE RECORD SHEET

‘2

._\\ \‘ ‘\ \V

\\ f
\/

PTO—1556

-' (5/87)
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' it the “Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter '20.” ADDIT FEE 0R“'II the Highest Number Previously Paid For IN THIS SPACE ie less than 3. enter '3.’ -
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