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the vehicle which impresses a. unique ID code of the
vehicle's existing electrical system. An interface unit i.n
a. first part of the vehicle detects the presence of a valid
ID code on the vehicle's electrical system and in re-
sponse provides an indication that the second part of the
vehicle is connected. A mobile satellite transmitter pro-
vides data indicative of the status of the vehicle to an

earth station via a satellite. Vehicle position data is also
provided to the earth station with each transmission.
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