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-segresuckeer (slr/stik’or) n, A Tight thin

741

seed. 1. To pags into the seed-bearing stage.
2. To deteriorate, [< OF sad.]

seed¢ling (séd'line) n. A young plant grown
from a seed

seed+pod (s2d’pad") n. See podi 1.

seed*y (s&'d8) adj. -i=er, 4+est, 1, Having
many seeds. 2. Worn and shabby; ruo-
down. —sesd’}* ly adv. —seed’i*ness n.
seesIng (sé’ing) cony. Inasmuch as.

seek (sek) v. sought (s6t), sesk+Ing. 1. To
search for. 2. To fry to obtain or reach. 3.
To try; endeavor: seek fo do good. [< OE
sécan.] —~seek’er n.

: seek, hunt, quest, search v.
seem (s&m) . 1. To give the impression of
being, 2. To appear to one’s own mind. 3.
To appear to be true or evident. 4. To ap-
pear té exist. [< ON sema, conform to.]
: seem, appear, look v.

seem*ing {sé!mlnz) adj. Apparent; ostensi-
ble. —seem!Ing n. —seem’ing+ly adv.

seem-ly (stm’1€ ad] -li+gr, -lisest. 1. Prop-
er; suitable, 2. Of pleasing appearance. <
ON saemihgr] ~—seem/ li*ness n.

seen (sén) v. P.part. of seeft,

seep (s&p) v. 1, To pass slowly through small
openings. 2. To enter, depart, or spread
grududlly, [< dial, sipe.] —seep’age n.

seer (sin) n. 1. A clairvoyant. 2. A prop?aebt:
ric with a crinkled snrface and a usu.
striped pattern. [< Pers, shiroshakar, milk
and sugar.]

see+*saw (s&’s0) n. 1. Along plank balanced
on a central fulcrum so that with a person
riding on each end, one end goes up as the
other goes down. 2. The game of riding a
seesaw. 3. A back-and-forth or np-and-
down movement, [< sawl,] —sge’s
seethe (s8zh) v. seethed, sesth-ing. 1. To
churn and foam as if boiling. 2. To be vio-
lently agitated. [< OE s&othan.]
segment (s8g’moant) n. A part into which
something can be divided; section. ~—v.
(ség-mé&nt’). To divide into segments. [La.t
segmentum.] —-segemen'tal adi. —seg’-
men-ta’tion n.

seg-re-gate (ség/ri-gat’) v, -gatred, -gate
ing. 1. To separate or isolate from others or
from a main body or group. See Syns at
isolate. 2. To impose the separation of (a
race or clags) from the rest of society. [Lat.
s@gregdre.] —seg’roega’tion n. —seg're*
D e i, AT ooy

se* s8g/wa', s v. ~gued, -gu*

1. Mus, To make a transition dlre::;?;fl from
one section or theme to another. 2. To
move smoothly from one sitnation or ele-
ment to another. [< Ital., there follows.]

seignelor (sdn-yor’, sin’yér’) n. A feudal

logl [< VLat. *senior.] —sei>gniofri*al
selne (sin) n. A large fishing net made to

hang vertically in the water by weights and

~ floats. —v. selned, sein*ing. To fish with a

seine, [< Gk, aagEnE] —~sein’er 5.

Selne (séin, s&n). A river of N France flowing
¢. 772 km (480 mi) to the English Channel
pear Le Havre,

selsemic (siz/mik) adi. Of or caused by an '
earthy

quake, —sbis/mi-cal
mictisty (-m¥s/1-t8) n
selsmo- or selsg— pr
magraph. [< seismos.]

Iy adv. —sals”
, Barthquake: seis-
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seedling / self-assured

seis*mo«graph (siz’ms-grif’) a. An instru-
ment for automatically detecting and re-
the intensity and duration of ground
movements, esp. of carthquakes. —selse
mog;l;?-pl&,er (-mf{i:'m-felr) n.n;—se!s’ mo*
graph’ic adj. —sels*mog/ra*p!
sels*mol+o+gy (siz-mdl’a-j€) n. The geo-
physical science of earthquakes and the
mechanical properties of the earth —sols’-
mo~jog’ic (-ma-16j7k), sels’mo-log’i+cal
adj. —sels*mol’o*gist n.
selze (s8z) v. selzed, seizeing. 1. To grasp
suddenly and forcibly. 2. To have a sudden
forcefiil effect on. 3. To take into custody;
confiscate. [< OFr. seisir.}
seiezure (sé/zhar) n. 1, The act of seizing or
being seized. 2, A sudden attack or spasm,
as in epilepsy or another disorder.
sel~dom (s&l/dom) adv, Not often; rarely.
[< OFE seldan.] —sel’dom«ness n.
se-lact (std8kt?) v. To choose from among
several; pick out. —adj. 1, Singled out;
chosen. 2. Of special quality; choice. [Lat
seligere, s&lect-.] —se*lgc/tive adj, —sa»
lec/tiverly adv. —sevlec’tiv?ivty n. —se-
lect’ness n. —sé-ldcttor n.
select~ea (s1-18k'i87) n. One selected.
se-lecation (si-lek’shon) . f.a. The act of
sele or the fact of being selected. b.
.One selected. 2. A carefully chosen collec-
tion. 3. A literary or musical text chdsen for
reading or performance. 4. Biol, A process
that favors survival and pemetuat:on of one
organism over others, '
selective service n. A system for callms up
people.for compulsory military service.
seslect>man (s-1Eki/mitn’; -mon) . One of
a board of town officers chosen annually in
New England communities. See Usage
Note at man.
serlectewomean (sI-I8kt’woom’an) n. A
woman who is a selectman,
serle*nicum (s1-18/n&-om) #, Symbol Se A
nonmetallic lement resembling s
ns 8 semiconductor and in photocells. At.
no, 34, See table at elsment. [< Gk. selzn#,

moon

Sesleuscl+a (si-100 'shé-o, -she) An ancient
city of Mesopotamia SSE of Baghdad.

Seclenscld (si-ldo7-sid). A Hellenistic dy-
nasty niling much of Asia Minor (312
B.c.). ~—Se*leu’dld adj.

self (s&if) n., pl. selves (s€lvz). 1. One's total
being. 2, Individuality, 8. One’s own inter-
ests or advantage. 4. Imniunol, That which

system identifies as belonging

to thc body. ~pron. Myself, yourself, him-
self, or herself. See Usage Note at myself,
f< OE, selfsame.]

self— pref. 1. Oneself: self-control, 2. Atito-
matic: automatically: self-loading, [< OE.]

self-abesorbed (s&lf'ob-s6rbd/, -z0rbd’) adj.
Excessxvely self-involved. ~:self’-ab+

smd drosssd (sélf’a—drést') adj. Ad-
dressed to oneself,

self-ap* eed (s&lf'o-pointtid) adj. Des-

by oneself.

self-usssertion (s¥lf's-s0r’shon) n. Deter-
mined advancement of one’s own pe

ity, wisheés, or views, —seff’. -as-sar'tivo
adj. ~—sel-as-gorttive-ness n.

self-as-sured (sélf!o-shodrd?) adi. Confident
and poised. —#olf'-as+surfanca n.
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