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(7) ABSTRACT

Kayden,

A communication system includes a master transceiver in
communication with one or more transceivers, for example,
a first tributary transceiver and a second tributary transceiver
over a communication medium. The first tributary trans-
ceiver uses a primary modulation method for communica-
tion while the second tributary transceiver uses a secondary
or embedded modulation method for communication. The
master transceiver and tributary transceivers each include a
processor, memory, and control logic for controlling their
operation. While the primary modulation method is nor-
mally used for transmissions on the communication
medium, the master transceiver can communicate with the
second tributary transceiver by notifying the first tributary
transceiver that the primary modulation method is being
temporarily replaced by the secondary or embedded modu-
lation method. The master transceiver can then exchange
information with the second tributary transceiver while the
first tributary transceiver ignores any secondary modulation
transmissions. In the meantime, the first tributary transceiver
conditions itself to look for a trailing sequence from the
master transceiver indicating that communication with the
second tributary transceiver is complete. When the master
transceiver transmits the trailing sequence using the primary
modulation method, the first tributary transceiver conditions
itself to look for primary modulation transmissions while the
second tributary transceiver conditions itself to ignore pri-
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