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ing formal
conventional

for-mal-ize \'for-ma, liz\ v -ized; fzdng (1646) 1t to give a certain or
definite form to : SHAPE. 2 a : to make formal b ¢ lo give formal sta-
tus ar approval to — for-mal-iz-able \~l-za-bal\ adi — for-malsiza-
tion \,for-ma-la-'z&-shon\ n — for-amal-iz-er \or-ma-li-zarh n
Tormeameide \fér-'ma-,mid; ‘for-mo-ymid, -mad\ » (1852) : a colorless
hyeroscapic liquid CHONE, used chiefly as a solvent
forsmant \'for-mant, -,mant\ # (1901) : a characteristic component of
the quality of a speech sound; specif : any of several resonanice bands
held to determine the phonetic quality of a vowel
Tor-mat \'(dr-;mat\ # [F or G; F, fr. G, fr. L formarus, pp. of formare to
form, fr. forma] (1840) 1 : the shape, size, and gcncmqukcun (us of
something printed) 2 : general plan of organization, arrangement, or
choice of materinl (as for a television show) j
*format vf for-mat-ted: forsmat-ling (1964) : to arrange (as material to
be printed or stored data) in a particular format — forsmat.ter »
forsmate \'for-,mat\ n (1807) : a salt or ester of formic acid
for«madtion \f6r-‘ma-shon\ 2 (15¢) 1: an act of giving form or shape to
something or of taking form : DEVELOPMENT 2 : something that is
lormed {new word ~> 3 : the manner In which a thing is formed
 STRUCTURE {the peoullar ~ of the hearty 4 : the largest unit in an
ecological community comprising two or more associations and their
precursors {grassland ~5 5 n : any igneous, sedimentary, or meta-
morphic rock represented us a unlt b : any sedimantary bed or con-
secutive series of beds sufficiently homogeneous or distinctive 1o be a
unit 6 : an arringement of a bady or group of persons or things in
some prescribed manner or for a particular purpose
or-mastive \'[or-ma-tiv\ adi (15c) 1w : giving or capable of piving
form : CONSTRUCTIVE ¢n o~ influencey b : used in word lormation or
inflection 2 : capable of alteration by growth and development: alse
: producing new cells and tissues 3 1 of, relating to, or characterized
by formative effects or formation ¢~ venrsy — forsmastive.dy adv
Hormative # (1816) : the element (as a suffix) in a word that serves to
give the word approprinte form and is not part of the base
form class 1 (1921) : 5 class of linguistic forms that can be used in the
samme position in a construction and that have one or more morpholog-
lcal or syntactical features in COTIon
form—critical adj (1933) ; based on or applying form criticism
form criticism n (1928) : o method of criticism for determining the
sources and historicity of biblical writings through analysis of the writ-
ings in terms of ancient literary forms and oral traditions (as love po-
ems, parables, and proverbs) — form critic n
forme \'fom, "Torm\, » (15¢c) Brit : FoRM &
Formed \'formd\ adj (1605) : organized In a way characteristic of living
matter {mitochondela are ~ bodies of the celld
foramée \'for-yma, for-"\ aelf LF, fem. pp. of former o torm, fr. L for-
mare] (15c) ef a heraldic cross : huving the arms narrow at the center
and expanding toward the ends — see cross llustration
for-mer \'for-mor\ adi [ME, fr. Jorme first, {r. OF forma — more at
FOREMOST] (12¢) 1 & : coming before in time b : of, relating to, or
oceurring in the past {~ correspondence} 2 : preceding in place or
arrangement : FORBGOING {~ part of the chapter> 3 : first in order
of two or more things cited or understood <of the two given, the ~
spelling is more common) <of the two spellings, the ~ is more com-
mony 4 having been previously : ONETIME (& ~ athlete)  syn see
PRECEDING

Hormeer \'lor-mark # (14c) 1 : one that forms 2 ehiefly Brit + a mem-

ber ol a school form — usu. used in combination (sixth ~5

foramerdy \'for-ma(r)-18\ ady (1534) 1 : at an earlier fime : PREVIOUS-

LY 2 o0bs: just before

forosBitting \'form- fi-tin\ adf (1 897) : conforming to the outline of the

body ¢ fitting snugly <a ~ sweater)

formeful \"orm-fal\ acdf (1832) : exhibiting or notable for form

orm genus i (1873) : an artificial taxonormie calepory established for
organisms (as imperfect ungi) of obscure true relationships

For-misen \for-"mi-ka, far-\ fradermark — used for any of various lami-

naled plastic products used esp, for surface fimish

for-mic acid \'for-mik-\ » firceg, fi. L formiva ant — more at PISMInE

(1791) : a colorless pungent fuming vesicant liguid acid CH20; loun
esp. in-ants and in many plants and used chiefly in dyeing and finishing
textiles

Forsmiecary \'far-ma- ker-2\ n, pl —cardes (ML formicarium, v, L for-

mical (1816) @ an ant nest

forsmi-da-ble \'Tor-ma-da-bal; [or-'mi-, Tar-Ymi-\ adf [ME, Ir. L formida-

bilis, fr. formidare 1o fear, {r. farmida terror, bogey; akin to Gk mornio
bogey] (15¢) 1: eausing fear, dread, or apprehension {a ~ prospecty
2 ¢ having qualities that discourage approach or attack 3 : tending to
inspire awe or wonder — forami-da-bil-i-ty \ for-mo-d i=la-18; for-
i, e\ 0 — formi-dasblewness \'for-ma-da-hal-nas: for-ri-, far-"\
n — for«mi-da-bly \-BIE\ adv

REMONY 2 : the guality or state of be-
3 : an established form or procedure that is required or

AR -CREAY \-da-0e 3= JEY ady
formuln adf (1927) : of, relating to, or being an open-
cockpit rear-engine ricing car conforming (o preseribod &
04 Lo size, weight, and engine displacement
for-mu-daerize \'for-mya-la-,riz\ vf -rlzed; -riz.dng (1852) ;
reduce Lo & formila : FORMULATE — forsmubaeriszastic
la-ro-'za-shan\ n — for«muebarizeer \'or-mya-la-ri-zar, /
formulary \'"for-myo-Jer-&\ n, pl -lares (1541) 1:a
prescribed forms (as onths or prayers) 2 : FORMULA 1 3
ing medicinal substances and formulas Tormulary adf
foramuelate \'for-mya- lat, w -lnteed; ~lating (1860} 1n:
or express ina formuls b : to put into a systematized stat
pression e : DEVISE {~ a policy> 2a:to develop a for
preparation of (as a soap or plastic) b : 1o Prepare accor
mitla — for-mu-la-tor \-li-tar\, n
for<minela-tion \,for-mys-"ta-shan\ »# (1876) : an act or thi
formulating
formula wc%ghl n (ca, 1920) : MOLECULAR WEIGHT — usec
ic compounds
foramuedize \'lor-mya- 1), v -lized; lzsing (1842) : rory
form word » (1873) : FUNCTION WORD
Torm-work \'ldrm-warl, i (1918) : a set of forms in place
concrete until it sets
for-myl \'for-,mil\ # [ISV] (ca. 1859) : the radical HOO of
that is also characteristic of aldehydes
for-ni-cate \'for-na-, kar\, vb ~cat-ed; -entsing |LL fornicatu
nicare (o have intercourse with prostitutes, fr. L fornic-, |
vault, brothel] vi (1552) : to commit fornication ~ v : (o cc
cation with — for.ni-cador \-ki-tar\ n
for-niscastion \,for-na-'ka-shan\ n (14¢) : consensual sexual
belween lwo persons not marred to each other — COMPILL
forsmix \'for-niks\ n, pl for-ni.ces Vet [NL, fr. L] (168
tomical arch or fold
forradier alvo forsrard-er \'fir-a-dory, ady [E dial,, comps
ward] (1888) chiefly Arir : further ahead
or-sake \lar-'sik, for-\ w forsoolc \-fsik\: for-sak-en \-s
saledng [ME, fr. OF farsacean, fr. for- + sacan 1o dispute;
sacu action at law — more at SAKE] (bef. 12¢) : to renou
away from entirely ¢friends have forsoken hery {orseok the
politicsy  syn see ABANDON
for-sooth \for-*siith\ adv [ME for soth, [t. OF Jorsath, fr, for +
(bef. 12¢) : in truth ; INDEED — often used Lo imply contem
Forsspent \far-*spent, for-\ adj (1563) archale : WORN-OUT, |
for-swear \for-swar, for-, -swer\ vb -swore \-Tswhr, -*swi
\-tswirn, ~*swarn\: -swear-dng [ME forsweren, fr, OF Jorsive
+swerian to swear] vt (bef. 12¢) 11 to mnke a Har of (onege
as i under oath 2 & : 1o reject or renounce under oath
nounce earnestly 3 : to deny under oath ~ v ; to swear {
Se¢ ABURE
forsworn \“swarn, ~sworn\ adf (hef, 12¢) 1 : guilty of
+ marked by perjury
fovssytheda \far-"Si-the-a, efiefly Brir -\ n [NL,
genus name, fr. Willinm Forspeh $1804 Brit, bot- Sy
anist] (ca. 1814) : any of a genus (Forsyrhia) of
.

ornamental shrubs ol the ofive family with op.
posite leaves and yellow bell-shaped flowers ap-
pearing before the leaves in carly spring
fort \'fort, 'fort\ n [ME forte, fr. MF fori, fr. fort,
adj., steong, {v. L fortis] (15¢) 1:a strong or
fortified place; esp : a fortified place occupied
only by troops and surrounded with such ks
as @ ditch, rampart, and parapel ! FORTIFICA-
TION 2 : 4 permancnt army post — often used
in'place names
for-tadice \'for-t°l-a5\ n [ME, fr. ML Jortalitia
— more at FORTRESS] (15¢) 1 archale : For-
TRESS 2 archaic : a small fort
"forte \'fort, "fort; 2 s often Torstd or for-43a or
‘forte\ i [F fort, fr, fort, adj., strong] (ca. 1648) 1 : the part
or [oil blade that is between the middle and the hilt and
strongest part of the blnde 2 : one's strong point
usage In forte we have s word derived from French that in
point” senze has no entirely salisfactory pronunclation, Us:
have denigrated \Mor-,t5\ and Vfor-18Y because they rellect
ence of the Ttalisn-derived forte. Thelr recommended prog
WMoty however, does noi exactly reflect French either: 1]
would write the word fe fore and would rhyme it with Engl
you can take your choice, knowing thal sofeone somewhe:
like whichever varfant you choose, All are stands d, howevi
ish English \'fa-,ta\ and \'fory predominate; \'For-ga\ and \f
prob. the most frequent pronunciations in American Englis
Hovste \Hor-ta, or-18\ ady or adf [I1, fr. forte strong, fr. L ;
1724) : LoD — used as  direction in music
Horte \'lor-ta, "Tar-1&y » (1759) : o tone or passage played for
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