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A server generates an update file for transmission to a client 
that permits the client to generate a copy of a current version 
of a subscription file from a copy of an earlier version of the 
subscription file. For each segment of the current version of 
the subscription file, the server searches an earlier version of 
a signature list for an old segment signature which matches 
a new segment signature corresponding to the segment. 
When a match is detected, the server writes a command in 
the update file for the client to copy an old segment of the 
client's copy of the earlier version of the subscription file 
into the client's copy of the current version of the subscrip­
tion file, where the old segment corresponds to the segment 
for which a match was detected. When no match is detected, 
the server writes a command into the update file for the 
client to insert a new segment of the current version of the 
subscription file into the client's copy of the current version 
of the subscription file, where the new segment of the 
current version of the subscription file is written into the 
update file. The update file is only generated when the server 
determines the subscription file has changed. The server 
periodically monitors the subscription file to determine if it 
has been altered before generating an update file. 
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