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Asystem supplying information associated with a broadcast
[73] Assignee: Intel Corporation, Santa Clara, Calil‘. television program to a consumer such that said consumer

perceives the associated data as the result of two way

[31] Appl- No.: 490,322 interactivity with external sources of data such as online
services or the Internet. The system includes equipment for

[22] Filed: Jun. 15, 1995 inserting the associated data into the vertical blanking inter-

[51] Int. Cl? HIMN W10 gal o; the televisiondsigngl on the supplliecf side of the system.. v , _ , n t e receiving s1 e, t e system me u es a persona com-

152] U'b' L" 345528’ 3435;13‘33317; puter capable of receiving the television program and storing
[58] Field of Search 3453337 3.28“- the associated data locally. The consumer may then interactwith the stored associated data in an apparently two way

34337, 12’ 13’ 473’ 714 interactive manner. Additional interactivity may be achieved

[56] References Cited by addlng an actual two way communlcatlon channel to thepersonal computer so that online serv1ces or the Internet may
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS be accessed. This two way communication channel is made

particularly efl‘ective if the associated data contains pointers
to locations in the online services or the [ntemet which are

particularly relevant to the television program.
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