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[571 ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus for providing computer-assisted 
implicit and explicit assistance. If no implicit assist actions 
are desired or indicated, a logical process is initiated to 
determine whether explicit assistance should be undertaken. 
If implicit assistance is indicated, a list of action alternatives 
is displayed for the user. If explicit assistance is desired by 
the user, particular object(s) from which the assistance may 
be inferred are entered into an assistance operation. An 
attempt is made to recognize possible intents expressed by 
the objects entered into the assistance process. If no user 
intent is, in fact, recognized, the assist operation is usually 
terminated. If a possible intent is recognized, the actual 
intent is hypothesized. A check is further undertaken, to 
determine whether a hypothesis is in fact available. If no 
hypothesis is found, the process permits the user to supply 
a proposed action. If no hypothesis is found and no user 
action is proposed, assistance efforts terminate. However, if 
a hypothesis is available, preparations for execution are 
undertaken. A final inquiry is made as to whether to under- 
take the hypothesized assist. If the response to an inquiry 
whether to assist as hypothesized is aftinnative, execution of 
the hypothesized action is undertaken. A pen-based com- 
puter preferably implements the indicated functions. 
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