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hold from Z to *3 gigabytes of data. It can support data transfer hues of
about l0 megabytes per minute. Like other types of tapes. DATS are
sequential access media.

The most common format for DAT cartridges is DDS (digital data
storage).

“0 See also gigalryle; JIILISS storage; nwgnlryte; sequential access; tape,

data: (1) Information. usually formatted in a special way. All software iq
divided into two general categories: dam and prom-inns. Programs are
collections of instructions for manipulating data.

Data can exist in a variety of forms—as numbers or text on Pieces
of paper. as hits and bytes stored in electronic memory. or as facts
stored in a person's mind.

Strictly speaking. data is the plural of datum. a single piece of infor.
mation. In practice, however. people use data as both the singular and
plural form of the word.

"’ See also program; software.

(2) The term than is often used to distinguish binary machineoread.
able information from textual human-readable information. For
example. some applications make a distinction between data fries (files
that contain binary data) and text files (files that contain ASCII data).

" See also lmutry; ASCll.

(3) In database numagement systems. data files are the files that store
the database information. whereas other files. such as index files and
data dictionaries. store administrative information.

It See also Jamison.- nuimigement system; data dictionary.

database: (1) A collection of information organized in such a way that
a computer program can quickly select desired pieces of data. YOU
can think of a database as an electronic filing system.

Traditional databases are organized by fields. records, and files. A f
field is a single piece of information; a record is one comp
fields; and a file is a collection of records. For example.
book is analogous to a file. It contains a list of records. caC
consists of three fields: name. address. and telephone num
ure ll).
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