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Words tnelutletl in this Dictionary that are known to have current trademark reg.
istrotions are shown wrtit initial capital and are also identified as trademarks. No
investigation has lteen nude oi common law trademark rights in any word,
because such Investigation is impracticable. The inelttstun of any word in this
DlClllJl'ler 15 not, however, an expre ton of the Publisher’s opinion as to
whether or not it 15 wheat to proprietary rights. Indeed. no definition in this
Dictionary is to be regarded as affecting the validity of any trademark

Copyright «2. i993, 1995 by Houghton Mtiflin Company.
All rights reserved.

No part ei lili‘; werk may he reprodueetl or transmitted in any form or by any
means, el tonic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by
tiny inio 'atton retornge or retrieval system Without the prior written permission
of Hougllton Mtiilin Company unless such copying is expressly permitted by fed-
eral copyright L'IW Address inquiries to Reference Permissions, 221 Berkeley
Street, lknston. Masauthusetts (Ill l6

Llhl’fll’y oi Congress Cataloging in-Puhlication Data

Compact American dicuonary of computer words.
p. cm.

Prev. eds. published under title Dictionary of computer words.
Includes index

ISBN 0-395 90214.2.

1. Computers -- Dictionaries I. Title' Dictionary of computer words.
QA76. I5.D5259 I998

004 .03 — dc2l 9849870 (:1?

Manufactured in the nited States of America
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s1 database management system

DAT idatl Acronym for digital audio tape. A storage medium
that uses magnetic tape to store data digitally. A DAT cartridge
is smaller than a 3.5-inch floppy disk and can hold from 700MB
jiiregabytes} to 2.3013 [gigabytes]. Because DATs allow only se-
quential access, they are best used for backups. See table follow-ing access time.

data Facrs, as in the form of figures, characters, or words, espe-
cially when given to the computer as input to be stored in
machine-readable form. When you type words or numbers into
a database, for example, the computer stores this as data in bi-
nary form. The word "data" is actually the plural form of
"datum," which means "a single fact," but "data" has talcen on
.1 life of its own. This means that you can treat it as a plural out
of respect to its origins or as a singular in deference to its inde-
pendence. See also information.

database An organized collection of information that can be
searched, retrieved, changed, and sorted using a collection of pro-
grams known as a database management .svstern. Many data-
bases are organized into records consisting of data that have been
input into fields. For example, an address database may have one
record for every person whose address is included. Each record
might have one field [or names, another field for street addresses,
another for ZIP codes, and still another for phone numbers. See
also flat file database, hypertext, relational database.

database administrator Abbreviated DBA A person With a high
degree of technical expertise who is responsible for the design
and management of an organization's database. A database ads
ministrator is usually responisble for evaluating, selecting, im-
plementing, and maintaining the database management system.
These functions sometimes include designing and maintaining
the struetnre and content of tables and the relationships between
l-tliles, reports, and queries within a database.

database management system Abbreviated DBMS The pro-
gram or programs that control a database so that the informa-
tion it contains can be stored, retrieved, updated, and sorted. The
Stale and capabilities of DBMSs vary widely. There are database
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