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[57] ABSTRACT 
A prosthetic valve comprises a poppet, a seat and a 
restraining element. The poppet, seat and restraining 
element include an insertion form for percutaneously 
inserting into a ?uid passageway within a living body 
and an operational form for operating within the ?uid 
passageway. The valve is self-expanding so that upon 
insertion the valve automatically assumes the opera 
tional form. In the operational form the poppet is mov 
ably restrained between the valve seat and restraining 
element. The poppet seals against the valve seat to pre 
vent ?uid ?ow through the valve and unseats from the 
valve seat to permit ?uid ?ow through the valve. 
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