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[57] ABSTRACT 

Improved, adaptable tissue-type heart valves and methods 
for their manufacture are disclosed Wherein a dimensionally 
stable, pre-aligned tissue lea?et subassembly is formed and 
its peripheral edge clamped betWeen and attached to an 
upper shaped Wireform and a loWer support stent. Avariety 
of adaptable structural interfaces including suture rings, 
?anges, and conduits may be attached to the support stent 
With or Without an outlet conduit disposed about the Wire 
form to provide a tissue-type heart valve adaptable for use 
in either a natural heart or in mechanical pumping devices. 
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